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Ark William Parker Academy is part of Ark, an international charity
transforming lives through education. Ark has a network of 36 schools
across the UK in Hastings, Birmingham, London and Portsmouth. Each
school has its own unique character and ethos but are all united in
the same mission - to ensure that every child, regardless of their
background, has access to a great education and real choices in life. 

Through high expectations and a strong focus on teaching and
learning, our schools have achieved some of the best results in the
country, but we are about more than just academic excellence. We
want our young people to develop far beyond the classroom so
provide a whole host of exciting extra-curricular activities and
opportunities. Highlights include network-wide sports days, debates
and competitions, performing at our annual Music Gala at the
world renowned Barbican Centre, taking part in work experience
with some of the UK’s biggest companies and summer schools at
top universities.

We are dedicated to improving education systems across the
globe, not just in our own schools. In partnership with others,
Ark creates, incubates and launches education-focused
ventures in the UK and internationally. 

The Ark Network
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“The academy
promotes inclusion

and equality of
opportunity.”

Ofsted 2015
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Dear Parent

Welcome to Ark William Parker Academy, where we are
committed to providing all our students with an outstanding
education.

As an Ark academy, we share the Ark vision of creating 
first-class schools for local children that deliver high 
achievement for all their students. 

All Ark schools prioritise six key principles:
• High expectations
• Exemplary behaviour
• Excellent teaching
• Depth before breadth
• More time for learning
• Knowing every child

As a church school which is part of the Diocese of Chichester, we hold our
Christian values in high esteem and they underpin the journey we are on as an
academy community. Our central values are faith, perseverance, respect and achievement.

We are an ambitious academy community and believe that there are no excuses to achieving
our full potential. Building on our many strengths, our aim is to support all our students in
academic excellence which leads to genuine choice in terms of careers and university study. 

As a fully inclusive academy for boys, we welcome all students and families who are committed
to hard work and supporting our academy aims. We look forward to working with you over the
next seven years to secure success for your son. 

Stephanie Newman
Principal

Welcome
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At Ark William Parker we strive for
high standards, helping every student

to reach their full potential and
preparing them for university or a career

of their choice. In a rapidly changing world,
we aim to equip them with the

qualifications, skills and global perspective to
give them success today and be prepared for

tomorrow. 
We promote a love of learning that goes
beyond the classroom and gives our students
the best possible start for a successful, fulfilling
and happy life where they are valued members
of their communities.
In addition, the encouragement of soft skills,
self-confidence, compassion, personal
responsibility and leadership means that the
academy provides an excellent all-round
education where students feel they belong
and can develop academically, socially and
emotionally.
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“... a good range
of academic 

and vocational
qualifications to meet

students’ abilities 
and aspirations.”

Ofsted 2015

Our mission



“The academy places 
great importance on

students’ well-being and
personal development...

Students say that they feel
safe and well supported...”

Ofsted 2015

Ark William Parker is a church school with a Christian ethos and is
proud to be a part of the network of church schools in the
Chichester Diocese. The school’s rich history and many traditions
are based on Christian values and our church school status is very
important to us. 

Our core values of faith, perseverance, respect and achievement
are at the heart of student life across the Academy and each
student is expected to embrace these values in their time here at
Ark William Parker in the following ways:

We undertake a daily act of worship and reflection as a
community and have close partnerships with local clergy,
including celebrating key Christian festivals throughout the year.

Our aspiration is that our students will go on to have a
transforming influence on their communities and the world.

A church school
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“Ark William Parker 
has made a huge difference.”  
Oswald, Ark William Parker alumnus
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In this academy we have very high expectations of every
student. 

With excellent teaching every student can realise their
academic potential and, by the age of 18, we expect every
student to be appropriately qualified to go on to university or
pursue the career of their choice. 

At Ark William Parker Academy we believe that everyone in our
learning community is capable of excellence. We care for and
respect everyone in the academy community. We do not accept
any excuses.

We expect all students to take a range of at least eight key subjects
which offer a broad and balanced educational experience. We set
rigorous targets for every student, expecting each and every one of
them to make strong progress from their starting point at the
beginning of Year 7 and therefore to hit the targets set.

We expect that many of our students will stay with us through to
sixth form and there too we set challenging targets which, if
achieved, will prepare students for the best universities and a
range of career destinations.

We work closely with the Ark network to foster
strong relationships with universities and our
students have access to Ark’s University
Success Programme. Through Ark, our sixth
form students can apply for a number of
higher education bursaries.

High expectations
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“All the teachers
are very supportive
and will help you as
much as they can to
get to the best level.”

Paddy, Year 8



We believe that school should offer a calm, safe and
orderly environment in which our students can focus
on learning and teachers on teaching. 

We expect lessons to be uninterrupted and all
students to focus on maximising their effort and
securing exceptional progress.

We endeavour, through all that we do, to foster a
culture of respect which values every individual in
our community. With a strong emphasis on
personal accountability, we encourage our
students to make a significant contribution
to their academy in a range of ways. 

Students are encouraged to develop
leadership skills throughout their time at
the academy. These are modelled by
participation in the student council,
Year 11 student leaders and sixth form
peer mentors. 

We maintain a rigorous and
consistently applied behaviour for
learning policy. 

The academy does not tolerate bullying
or disrespectful behaviour of any kind.

Exemplary behaviour
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“[Students] ... show 
a good level of respect
towards each other, as

well as the school
environment ...”

Ofsted 2015
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Ark William Parker Academy expects to provide the highest
standard of teaching. We plan lessons to be challenging,
engaging and effectively designed so that every student makes
strong progress. 

Ark William Parker Academy is committed to training and
developing all our staff, and we work closely with the Ark
Schools network to support this. 

• Ark’s external monitoring and assessment process helps us
to maintain the highest standards of teaching and learning
across Ark William Parker Academy and to ensure that
students are appropriately stretched and challenged and
their progress accurately measured. 

• The academy provides time every week for staff training 
and development.

Excellent teaching

“I’ve really enjoyed 
the quality of the teaching

at Ark William Parker 
Academy. I had teachers who
really believed in me, which
motivated me to work hard 

and prove them right.”

Alfie, Ark William Parker Academy
alumnus, now studying History

at Cambridge University



All young people need an excellent command of English
and mathematics to ensure their success across the
curriculum and throughout education and the workplace. 

The academy offers a broad range of GCSE and A level
courses with some carefully chosen vocational courses
to meet the needs of our students. 

At Key Stage 4, we encourage many students to follow
the English Baccalaureate (GCSEs in English,
mathematics, science, a language and either history or
geography) as this may help them secure access to the
best universities and future employment and offers a
broad and robust academic curriculum.

We encourage our students to participate fully in academy life
and take advantage of the many opportunities offered beyond
the formal curriculum. 

We aim to offer a broad range of enrichment and extension
activities that balance both academic and personal development.
As well as the arts, a strong sporting culture and music, we
actively encourage students to participate and, wherever
possible, take part in local, network and national competitions. 

Our students participate in Ark network events which include: 
• the annual Ark Music Gala at the Barbican 
• the annual Shakespeare Schools Festival
• network and national debating competitions
Ark William Parker Academy takes learning outside the classroom.
We offer all students day visits and residential experiences.

More time for learningDepth before breadth
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“... the number 
of English and

mathematics
lessons has had a

positive impact on
students’ literacy,

reading and 
mathematical skills.”

“Literacy across the
curriculum is well

supported across all
subjects with

attention to reading,
writing and subject

specific words.”

Ofsted 2015



Ark William Parker Academy is committed to providing the very best
care and support for all our students. Every student will be a member
of a ‘house’ group led by a head of house and team of tutors.

This team will gain an excellent knowledge of the students in their
care and ensure that each is appropriately supported and challenged.

Our experienced Special Educational Needs Team
ensures that specialist support is promptly
put in place for any student
experiencing difficulties.

The academy is committed to ensuring
that each student is individually
supported in maximising their
academic and social potential.

“Support for 
pupils who fall 

behind is effective 
in helping them 

to catch up.”

Ofsted 2015

Knowing every child

We care for and 
respect everyone in 

the school community

Knowing our students
well is central to 

our success.8



The academy has a well-developed process to make joining us a positive experience for 
students and their parents. 
Once a place has been accepted the following process is put into place:
• An individual interview with a head of house or member of the Senior Leadership Team
• The head of house and special educational needs co-ordinator will contact the child's

primary school to talk to teachers who already know the child well 
• To complement the academic data provided by primary schools, every new student

will sit Cognitive Ability Tests along with reading and comprehension tests to give
us a detailed understanding of each student’s learning needs 

• Provision of a full induction programme for all new students to help smooth
their entry into the academy community

• Parents regularly receive progress reports and invitations to parent and teacher
meetings to help maintain a close relationship between home and the academy 

• Annual curriculum information evenings for parents and carers, focusing on
curriculum and assessment information relating to their son

Joining Ark William Parker Academy

Ark William Parker is a non-selective 11-18 boys’ academy. Applications for admission must be
made on East Sussex County Council's Common Application Form. If the academy is
oversubscribed the following criteria will be applied: 
• children with statements of special educational needs
• looked after children and children who have been previously looked after
• children with an exceptional medical or social need for whom attendance at any other school would

be inappropriate
• children who at the time of the application have a sibling who attends or previously attended the

predecessor school. For this purpose “sibling” means a whole, half or step-brother or an adopted child
resident at the same address. In the case of twins or brothers in the same year group, where there is only
one place available in the academy, both will be considered together as one application

• children living within a pre-defined community area (see policy for map)
• children living outside a pre-defined community area (see policy for map)
Please see full policy at http://arkwilliamparker.org/admissions-policy for tie breaker and community area map. 

Admissions

“... teachers’ relationships with students
are positive.”  Ofsted 2015



Ark William Parker Academy
Park Avenue, Hastings
East Sussex TN34 2PG

Tel: 01424 439888

Fax: 01424 448292

Email: info@arkwilliamparker.org

www.arkwilliamparker.org
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