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Ark 6th Form East Sussex is proud to be part of the Ark family - 
a network of over 30 high-achieving schools across Birmingham, Hastings,
London and Portsmouth. Each of us has our own unique character and
ethos but we all share the same mission - to ensure that every child,
regardless of their background, has the opportunity to go to a good
university or into the career of their choice. 

A strong focus on teaching and learning has seen Ark get some of the
best results in the country - at primary, GCSE and A level - but we are
about more than just exam results. We want our young people to
develop far beyond the classroom which is why we offer a whole host of
exciting extra-curricular activities. Highlights include network-wide sports
events, performing for packed crowds at our annual Music Gala and
Shakespeare Schools Festival, taking part in work experience with some
of the UK’s biggest companies and summer schools at top universities. 

We are also extremely proud to be working across the globe - 
including partnering with a not-for-profit school network in 
Uganda and opening our very first Ark school in India. 
We take what works well in our UK schools and adapt it 
to the local context. 

The Ark Network
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Dear Parent/Carer
We are very proud to welcome you to Ark 6th Form East Sussex. We are
committed to providing an outstanding post-16 education for all of our
students.
Although based at the Ark William Parker site, our sixth form is very much a
joint provision drawing upon the very best of both Ark Helenswood Academy
and Ark William Parker Academy.
Ark 6th Form has a reputation for delivering excellent outcomes. Over a number
of years our students have successfully moved from our sixth form to top
universities including Oxbridge and the Russell Group.
Ark 6th Form has a powerful ethos and creates an environment in which our students
are encouraged to participate and to display a high level of:
• Intellectual curiosity
• Passion for their chosen subjects
• Desire to contribute to the wider community
• Ambition to achieve the qualifications to go on to university or their chosen career
We are a sixth form serving two ambitious academies and we welcome all students
and families who are committed to hard work and to supporting our academies’ aims. 
This is an important point in your educational journey as you begin to choose the
post-GCSE options which best match your needs and ambitions for the future. 
We look forward to working with you over the next two years.

Welcome

Lucy Monk
Principal
Ark Helenswood Academy

Daniel Hatley
Principal
Ark William Parker Academy

James Hamilton
Head of 6th Form
Ark 6th Form East Sussex

“I have really 
enjoyed my time at 
sixth form and have

made many friendships
with staff and students.”

Glen achieved 2A*, 2A
grades and is studying 

at Oxford
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Ark 6th Form is founded on the core values of respect, excellence and
care, which inspire a community of staff and students to achieve their
full potential. We value resilience, creativity, curiosity and a love of
learning to empower students to meet the demands of a rapidly
changing world.

At Ark 6th Form we cultivate leadership; demanding accountability at
every level and ensuring that our standards match your expectations.

All Ark 6th Form students meet or exceed their targets through
challenge and support.

The Ark Schools network is committed to providing young people in
the Hastings area with opportunities which will raise their aspirations
and open doors for the future. Successful progression to top
universities is supported by offering bespoke
experiences to students applying for the
most competitive courses or targeting
careers in top professions.

Our vision

2

Two academies. 

One team. 

One shared vision.
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Ark 6th Form life is underpinned by the highest expectations of
all members of our community.

Our excellent teaching and pastoral care and extensive
enrichment opportunities enable every student to realise their
academic potential and be prepared for their next steps.

By the age of 19 we expect every student to be appropriately
qualified and skilled to fulfil university ambitions or pursue the
career of their choice.

We set aspirational targets for all our students in all of their
subjects and are committed to delivering the quality of provision
to achieve these.

We work closely with Ark Schools to foster strong relationships
with universities and our students have access to Ark’s
University and Careers Success Programme,
through which our students can apply for a
number of higher education bursaries.

High expectations
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At Ark 6th Form
we expect a 

100% pass rate in 
all A Level and 
BTEC courses.



We value every
individual in our

community by fostering
a culture of equality 

and respect.

With a strong emphasis on personal accountability we encourage our
sixth form students to make significant contributions to the
immediate and wider community.

Throughout their time at Ark 6th Form students are encouraged to
develop leadership roles within the student body and contribute to
raising the aspirations of the younger students within the Academies.
Our students are keen to share the opportunities they have been
afforded through Ark 6th Form to support a drive to raise the
ambitions of the young people of Hastings and Rother.

We actively develop creativity and enterprise, leadership and
responsibility and a concern for the wider community. Our students
are expected to lead fundraising events for local, national and
international charities and participate in a range of community
projects. 

Exceptional role models
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Ark 6th Form aims to provide the highest standard of
teaching. We expect lessons to be challenging,
engaging and effectively designed so that every
student makes exceptional progress.

Ark 6th Form is committed to training and developing
all our staff, and we work closely with the Ark Schools
network to support this.

• All A Level teachers are highly qualified in their
subjects.

• Ark Schools’ external monitoring and assessment
process helps us to maintain the highest standards
of teaching and learning across Ark 6th Form. This
ensures that students are appropriately stretched
and challenged, and that their progress is
accurately measured.

Excellent teaching

Lessons are 
taught in a variety of

interesting and inspiring
ways which stimulate

higher order thinking to
promote the rapid

progress of students.
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“We are treated 
as adults and our

lessons often become
mature, informal
discussions which

challenge our
previous thoughts

and opinions.”

With a highly qualified and experienced team of teachers, we believe our
provision is both broad and attractive. Students may choose from the
following A Level and BTEC courses:

Art & Design
Art (Graphic Design)
Biology
Business Studies
Chemistry
Dance
Drama

Economics 
English Literature
French
Further Mathematics
Geography
Government & Politics
History

Mathematics
Philosophy & Ethics 
Physical Education
Physics
Psychology
Sociology

Sixth form curriculum

A Levels

Business & Information Health & Social Care Sports Award
Level 3 Vocational Courses

In addition to the range of qualifications
in sport and physical education, Ark 6th
Form will be offering students the
chance to join our Sport Academy.
The academy will focus on the
achievement of sporting excellence
through the development of skills and
performance in the chosen discipline.
Lessons will be delivered by qualified
and experienced coaches. Entrants will
combine this option with other
academic qualifications.

Sport Academy - 
for both male and female students.
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Pathway 1 

3 or 4 AS Levels: 
Students who achieve 6 A*- B grades at GCSE
(including English and Mathematics).

These students will take 3 or 4 AS Levels in Year 12,
continuing with their strongest 3 or 4 subjects at 
A Level in Year 13. There will be a focus on
selecting a curriculum with an application to
Russell Group universities in mind. These students
will also be encouraged to undertake the Extended
Project Qualification (EPQ) and Critical Thinking.

Pathway 2

Vocational course 
(equivalent to 3 A Levels): 
Students who achieve 5 A*-C
grades at GCSE (including
English and mathematics).

Some students may mix and
match a vocational course with
AS / A Level. This would be
agreed as part of a focussed
one to one meeting.

Curriculum pathways

All students will be required to re-sit mathematics and
English GCSEs if they have not achieved a grade C or above.
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Art is a must for all creative, artistic students wishing to
pursue a career in this huge and exciting field. You will
develop skills through visual research and investigation,
critical discussions in response to gallery visits, videos and
topical events as well as your independent work.
Graphic design is a separate A Level and comprises 2D/3D
design, illustration, packaging, typography and ideas generation.

Art & Design / Graphic Design A Level
This course can lead to careers in:
• Photography
• Graphic design
• Interior design
• Theatre design 
• Fashion and textiles
• Three dimensional design

• Fine art
• Illustration
• Animation
• Advertising

Studying biology helps us to understand the changes
happening in our society and developments in medical
science such as cloning, genetics, the Human Genome
Project, biotechnology, ethics, ecology and human
physiology and disease.
Study biology if you want to develop your interest in the
scientific world.

Biology  A Level
This course can lead to careers in:
• Food science
• Sports science
• Physiotherapy
• Conservation
• Biotechnology
• Health & social care

• Medicine
• Pharmacy
• Dentistry
• Environment

This package is provided for students to gain work-focussed
practical experience in a range of environments. This course
will allow students to investigate the functions of Planning, HR,
Production and Marketing whilst also investigating computer
systems, e-commerce, computer animation and gaming.
Equivalent to three A Levels, this course will enable students to
enter further education or work based learning with a sound
understanding of both key business functions and ICT. 

Business and Information Communication Package 
This course can lead to careers in:
• Computer Analyst
• Banking
• Research
• Programing
• Customer Service
• Software Development

• Teaching
• Game Design
• Personnel
• Artificial Intelligence
• NHS
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This course is collection of subjects linked with business and
business management, such as Planning and Financing a
Business, Managing a Business, Marketing and the
Competitive Environment, Strategies for Success and
Managing Change. The course will give you an introduction
and an understanding of each of these areas, but will also aim
for you to understand their relationships with each other
and the relationship businesses have with the outside world.

Business Studies A Level
This course can lead to careers in:
• Management
• Banking
• Research
• Stock exchange
• Human resources
• Accounting

• Teaching
• Economics
• Personnel
• Customer service

If you are interested in developing new, revolutionary
substances that could improve our health, lifestyles and
environment or if you have enjoyed GCSE Chemistry - then
this course is for YOU! Plastics, detergents and anti-cancer
drugs would not exist without the chemical knowledge
needed to make them. Chemistry is the central, useful and
creative science; it underpins other scientific disciplines. 

Chemistry  A Level
This course can lead to careers in:
• Pharmacy
• Chemistry
• Forensic science
• Veterinary science
• Agricultural science
• Environmental science

• Medicine
• Dentistry
• Geology

The dance course is physically demanding, stimulating,
varied and unique. It will foster the student’s imagination,
creativity and promote personal and social development.
Students are encouraged to take full advantage of
professional workshops, site-specific choreography, theatre
visits and community performances.
GCSE dance or substantial dance experience is essential.

Dance A Level
This course can lead to careers in:
• Education
• Entertainment
• Performing arts industries
• Leisure industries
• Degree in dance and performing arts
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If you are interested in why the country becomes richer or
poorer and want to understand the forces that shape the
modern world, then economics is an essential subject.  
The A Level is structured into four themes:
1. Markets and market failure.
2. Introduces the UK economy.
3. Explores business behaviour and the labour market.
4. Considers a global perspective.

Economics  A Level
This course can lead to careers in:
• Economics
• Management
• Banking
• Stock Exchange
• Accountancy

as well as a wide range of Higher Education courses.

• Research
• Teaching

English literature is recognised by all universities as an
excellent grounding for most academic disciplines. It will also
enhance your access to various working experiences such as
journalism, research, teaching, the civil service, publishing,
advertising and other creative careers.

English Literature  A Level
This course can lead to careers in:
• Media
• Law
• Journalism
• Any field where communication skills are highly valued

and a wide range of courses in higher education.
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A stimulating and challenging course which combines
practical performance with research and theory. Drama will
develop your creative and academic skills and extend your
knowledge and experience of professional theatre.
Recognised by universities as an excellent foundation for
future academic study as well as entry into Drama schools.

Drama A Level
These courses can lead to careers in:
• Theatre 
• Media and journalism
• Public relations
• Advertising
• Education



If you are interested in the environment, concerned by
world poverty, global warming, acid rain and the ozone
problem.
If you want to explore the key issues that arise from the
interaction of people with their environment.
This course is for you.

Geography  A Level
This course can lead to careers in:
• Planning
• Finance
• Public relations
• Marketing
• Leisure & tourism
• Nature conservancy

Do you want to understand how decisions are made in the
modern world? If you do - then study government and
politics. This course links well with other social science and
humanities subjects at A Level and beyond. It is well regarded
by universities and employers because of the analytical and
discursive nature of the course. This course regularly sends
students on to university courses at Oxbridge and the L.S.E.

Government & Politics  A Level
This course can lead to careers in:
• The civil service
• The legal system
• The police force
• Central government
• Local government
• The media and journalism

• Education
• Social work
• Public relations

Knowing how to communicate in a foreign Language is a
marketable skill that has everything to do with your future as
a dynamic participant in the mobile European workforce of
the 21st century.
It not only enhances career prospects, but is a unique source
of personal enrichment.

French A Level
This course can lead to careers in:
• Interpreting
• Travel
• Business
• Education
• Working for the European Union
• Any field where communication skills are valued

• Translating
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In the past fifty years, old and new applications of
mathematical ideas have transformed the way we live.
Find out how!
Mathematics is fun! 
Mathematics is a particular strength at our sixth form.
Further mathematics is an option in Years 12 and 13 for
students with a grade A* or A who love mathematics.

Mathematics    A Level
This course can lead to careers in:
• Accountancy
• Banking
• Market research
• Law

and higher earnings!
(Research evidence proves it)

• Medicine
• Engineering
• Teaching
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Combines well with many subjects such as English,
languages, art, geography, economics and sociology. The
course involves decision-making, co-operation, independent
thinking and debate and offers balance and depth to any
combination of courses. The course promotes an
understanding of change and development over time with
an emphasis on spiritual, moral, ethical and social issues.

History  A Level
This course can lead to careers in:
• Archaeology
• Education
• Public relations
• Business management
• Archivism and museum work
• All professional careers

• Accountancy
• Journalism
• Law

This course aims to maintain and support the recognised
standards demanded for health and social care education
and training. It enables students to develop broad-based
understanding of health and social care principles and to
focus on specific career pathways in health and social care
services, health promotion, health care science, mental
health and caring for children.

Health & Social Care  BTEC Subsidiary Certificate/Diploma
This course can lead to careers in:
• Social work
• Medicine
• Education

and higher education courses in related disciplines.



Our sixth form enjoys an excellent reputation for physical
education and sport and includes a number of internationals
amongst past and present students. Many of our students go
on to study sports-related courses at university.
The facilities at Ark William Parker are outstanding and there
are strong links both locally and nationally within sport and
physical education.

Physical Education A Level
This course can lead to careers in:
• Sport and leisure industry
• Coaching and leadership
• Teaching
• Sport science and therapy

All aspects of physics are related to real life situations,
making the course sometimes puzzling, occasionally worrying,
always fascinating! Enter the exciting world of space
exploration, communication networks, engineering and
equipment design. Develop skills of observation and powers
of logical thinking. Enhance all of your future prospects
enormously by achieving this highly respected qualification.

Physics  A Level
This course can lead to careers in:
• Engineering
• Medicine
• Sciences
• Architecture
• Broadcasting
• Car design

• Defence
• Education
• Research
• Advertising
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The analytical, communication and presentation skills
developed in this course enhance prospects both for degree
level study and for employment. This is an academically
rigorous and stimulating course which focuses on the
philosophy of religion and ethics; it is highly respected by
universities. No personal faith commitment is required, but
an interest in ideas, values and the people who hold them.

Philosophy and Ethics  A Level
This course can lead to: 
• A wide range of careers, particularly those

involving working with people and ideas
• A wide choice of progression routes on to

higher education



These courses cover a broad range of practical, vocational
and academic skills, and the learner should be prepared to
fully immerse themselves in all areas.
Participation in sports coaching and practical sport modules,
along with the anatomy and physiology modules, and the 
in-depth study of how the body systems work make this the
perfect course for the sports minded student.

Sports Award  BTEC Packages
These courses can lead to careers in:
• Sport and leisure industry
• Coaching and leadership
• Education and training
• Sport science and therapy

14 Curriculum Aspire . Achieve . Excel

The study of society and of people and their behaviour.
Topics such as domestic violence, racism, ethnicity and social
inequality are embraced. Sociologists create theories to
explain human behaviour and the workings of society. These
theories can lead to generalisations being made. Theories
must be backed up by facts and evidence collected
methodically by carrying out research.

Sociology  A Level
This course can lead to careers in:
• Law
• Social work 
• Journalism
• Teaching
• Management 
• Local government

Are you interested in why we behave as we do?
This course will introduce students to the nature of
psychology and develop essential knowledge of different
areas of psychology, offering opportunities to debate
contemporary issues; develop a thorough understanding of
research; prepare you for both higher education study or
vocational routes.

Psychology A Level
This course can lead to careers in:
• Social work
• Child care
• Academic psychology
• Counselling and therapy
• Marketing
• Medicine, nursing and related professions

• Education
• Business



All students also follow a programme of enrichment designed to not only develop their life
skills but increase their appeal as an applicant to university. General Studies or Critical
Thinking course to AS Level and opportunities exist for students to complete an Extended
Project Qualification (EPQ).

Re-take GCSE English and mathematics are available. Additionally, all students participate
in our enrichment programme which includes lessons in:

Photography Arts Award
Sport
Model United Nations
Duke of Edinburgh Award
Performing Arts

Young Enterprise
Volunteering                                                                                                                                   
Extended Project Qualification
Student Union
Student Mentoring

Life Skills - Cooking etc.

Enrichment 
Ark 6th Form students are also
expected to make a significant
contribution to the academies and
wider community. This may include
becoming part of initiatives such as paired
reading, in class support with younger students, as well as leading the
school councils in both academies. We also hope, this year, to get
students engaged with an outreach in programme to support literacy
and other activities in local primary schools.  
In addition, students will benefit from the many opportunities that being
part of the Ark network offers at sixth form such as mentoring, bursaries
and opportunities to visit universities and businesses across the country.

PERFORMING ARTSSKI TRIP MODEL UNITED NATIONSCOOKING DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD

A diverse range 
of trips and visits will

run throughout the
academic year and
opportunities for

university-led Summer
Schools will also be

available.
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Ark 6th Form is led by a highly experienced Head of 6th Form with a
dedicated team who provide the pastoral and academic support
which underpins student progress and achievement.

Students participate in regular progress meetings with their teachers
and personal tutor where they receive individual feedback and
identify if any specific actions or interventions are required to move
their progress forward. Students are encouraged to take greater
responsibility for their progress at Key Stage 5, but the rigorous
academy monitoring systems ensure that there is no slippage. 

The Ark 6th Form team will help students adjust during the tough
transition from Year 11 to 12 and then use their knowledge and

expertise to continue to guide students as they research
university, apprenticeship or career options.

Knowing our students

“I like sixth form 
because it balances an
atmosphere of focused

learning with a friendly
social environment.

Students and staff get to
know each other really
well, treating us all as

individuals.”
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Alfie 
Studying History at Cambridge University
“Overall, I’ve really enjoyed my time at Ark William
Parker and Ark 6th Form. I’ve really enjoyed the
quality of the teaching; I had teachers who really
believed in me, which motivated me to work hard and
prove them right.”

Achieved three A*s and an A grade.
Awarded the Reuben Scholarship from Ark, to help with his
expenses

Barnaby  
Studying at Arts University Bournemouth
While at Ark 6th Form, Barnaby created the winning
design for Hasting’s Jack in the Green. His design was
used on promotional material in the run up to the Jack
in the Green festivities.

Achieved A*, A and B grades.

Nathan
Studying Aeronautics and
Astronautics Engineering
at Southampton
“My time at sixth form was both
enjoyable and challenging. The
teachers were very approachable
and would do their best to help
you understand their subjects.”

Achieved three A grades.

Lara  
Studying Medicine at King’s College London
“I chose Ark 6th Form because it’s a small sixth form,
the teachers really impressed me and it was really
clear that they know all of the students individually. 
If I’d gone to a larger sixth form or college, I might not
have had that individual attention.”

Achieved two A*s, A and B grades.
Awarded a Marshall Wace Bursary from Ark, to help with her
expenses

We look forward to welcoming
you to our sixth form.

Please apply via our online
application form which can be
found on our website at
www.ark6thformeastsussex.org
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Ark 6th Form East Sussex
Parkstone Road, Hastings

East Sussex TN34 2NT
Tel: 01424 448225
Fax: 01424 448292

www.ark6thformeastsussex.org
Please Note: All courses will run subject to the level of interest at interview. We reserve the right to withdraw courses
should there be insufficient demand. Every effort has been made to ensure the information provided in this prospectus is
correct at the time of printing; however,  Ark 6th Form East Sussex reserves the right to make any amendments as necessary. Co
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