
Year	  11	  Revision	  Guidance	  -‐	  History	  

Inter-‐War	  Years,	  1919–1939	  
Key	  Question	  1:	  Were	  the	  peace	  treaties	  of	  1919–1923	  fair?	  
	  
Focus	  Points	  	   •	  What	  were	  the	  motives	  and	  aims	  of	  the	  Big	  Three	  at	  Versailles?	  

•	  Why	  did	  the	  victors	  not	  get	  everything	  they	  wanted?	  
•	  What	  were	  the	  immediate	  reactions	  to	  the	  peace	  settlement?	  
•	  Could	  the	  treaties	  be	  justified	  at	  the	  time?	  

	  
Specified	  Content:	  The	  peace	  treaties	  of	  1919–1923	  (Versailles,	  St	  Germain,	  Trianon,	  Sèvres	  and	  
Lausanne);	  the	  roles	  of	  individuals	  such	  as	  Wilson,	  Clemenceau	  and	  Lloyd	  George	  in	  the	  
peacemaking	  process;	  the	  immediate	  reactions	  to,	  and	  opinions	  about,	  the	  treaties,	  especially	  in	  
Britain,	  France,	  Germany	  and	  the	  USA.	  
	  
Key	  Question	  2:	  To	  what	  extent	  was	  the	  League	  of	  Nations	  a	  success?	  
	  
Focus	  Points	  	   •	  What	  were	  the	  aims	  of	  the	  League?	  

•	  How	  successful	  was	  the	  League	  in	  the	  1920s?	  
•	  How	  far	  did	  weaknesses	  in	  the	  League’s	  organisation	  make	  failure	  inevitable?	  
•	  How	  far	  did	  the	  Depression	  make	  the	  work	  of	  the	  League	  more	  difficult?	  
•	  Why	  did	  the	  League	  fail	  over	  Manchuria	  and	  Abyssinia?	  

	  
Specified	  Content:	  The	  aims	  of	  the	  League,	  its	  strengths	  and	  weaknesses	  in	  structure	  and	  
organisation;	  successes	  and	  failures	  in	  peacekeeping	  during	  the	  1920s;	  disarmament;	  the	  work	  of	  
the	  Court	  of	  International	  Justice;	  the	  ILO	  and	  the	  Special	  Commissions;	  the	  impact	  of	  the	  World	  
Depression	  on	  the	  work	  of	  the	  League	  after	  1929;	  the	  failures	  of	  the	  League	  in	  Manchuria	  and	  
Abyssinia.	  
	  
Key	  Question	  3:	  Why	  had	  international	  peace	  collapsed	  by	  1939?	  
	  
Focus	  Points	  	   •	  What	  were	  the	  long-‐term	  consequences	  of	  the	  peace	  treaties	  of	  1919–1923?	  
	   	   •	  What	  were	  the	  consequences	  of	  the	  failures	  of	  the	  League	  in	  the	  1930s?	  
	   	   •	  How	  far	  was	  Hitler’s	  foreign	  policy	  to	  blame	  for	  the	  outbreak	  of	  war	  in	  1939?	  
	   	   •	  Was	  the	  policy	  of	  appeasement	  justified?	  
	   	   •	  How	  important	  was	  the	  Nazi-‐Soviet	  Pact?	  
	   	   •	  Why	  did	  Britain	  and	  France	  declare	  war	  on	  Germany	  in	  September	  1939?	  
	  
Specified	  Content:	  The	  collapse	  of	  international	  order	  in	  the	  1930s;	  the	  increasing	  militarism	  of	  
Germany,	  Italy	  and	  Japan;	  Hitler’s	  foreign	  policy	  up	  to	  1939;	  the	  Saar,	  remilitarisation	  of	  the	  
Rhineland,	  Austria,	  Czechoslovakia	  and	  Poland;	  the	  Nazi-‐Soviet	  Pact;	  appeasement	  and	  the	  outbreak	  
of	  war	  in	  September	  1939.	  
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Depth Study 17: The USA, 1945–1975: Land of Freedom? 

Key Question 1: Why was there a ‘Red Scare’ in the USA? 

Focus Points 
 

• How did the international situation make 
Americans more fearful of communism? 

• What was McCarthyism? 

• Why did people support McCarthyism? 

• Why did McCarthyism decline? 

Specified Content The Communist victory in China, the Berlin 
Blockade, Russia’s atomic bomb, invasion by 
North Korea of South Korea; the 1947 Federal 
Employee Loyalty Program; fear of Soviet spies: 
Alger Hiss, the Rosenbergs; suspicion of liberal 
ideas; McCarthy’s speech in February 1950, the 
work of the House, the un-American Activities 
Committee; the work of the FBI and Hoover, the 
use of Blacklists; the 1954 Communist Control 
Act; opposition to McCarthyism by actors and 
intellectuals; court decisions against McCarthy, 
excesses of McCarthy, the Army-McCarthy 
hearings. 

Key Question 2: How successful was the struggle for civil rights in the 1950s? 

Focus Points • What was the state of civil rights in America 
in c.1950? 

• Did the Second World War have an impact 
on the position of African Americans? 

• Why was the struggle over desegregated 
education in the 1950s important?  

• What was the importance of the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott? 

Specified Content The political, economic and social position of 
African Americans in c.1945; the impact of the 
Second World War; the struggle between the 
federal government and individual states; Brown 
v Topeka Board of Education; Little Rock High 
School, 1957; Rosa Parks and the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott, 1955–6; the Civil Rights Acts of 
1957 and 1960. 

Key Question 3: Who improved civil rights the most in the 1960s and 1970s? 

Focus Points 
 

• How were Martin Luther King’s ideas and 
methods different from those of Malcolm X? 
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• Who did more for civil rights in America, 
Martin Luther King or Malcolm X? 

• Who was more important in improving civil 
rights, President Kennedy or President 
Johnson? 

• Did the Black Power groups harm the 
struggle for civil rights?  

• How far did civil rights progress under 
Nixon?  

Specified Content The ideas and methods of Martin Luther King 
and Malcolm X; the Birmingham protests; the 
march on Washington in 1963; the Freedom 
Summer campaign of 1964 and the Mississippi 
murders; Black Power groups such as the Nation 
of Islam and the Black Panthers; the policies of 
Kennedy and Johnson; the 1964 Civil Rights Act 
and the 1965 Voting Rights Act; the remaining 
social and economic inequalities of African 
Americans; affirmative action. 

Key Question 4: How far did other groups achieve civil rights in America? 

Focus Points 
 

• Why did immigration of Hispanic Americans 
increase after the Second World War? 

• What did the Hispanic Americans achieve in 
their campaign for better rights and 
conditions? 

• What were the issues faced by Native 
Americans in the 1970s? 

• What methods did American women use to 
achieve equality? 

Specified Content The Immigration Act of 1965; immigration from 
Mexico; discrimination against Hispanic 
Americans and the struggle for civil rights; issues 
facing Native Americans; tribal governments; the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs and the policy of 
assimilation; social problems, struggle for rights, 
for example, Wounded Knee, 1973. The 
obstacles facing women at the beginning of the 
1960s; the impact of the Pill; the women’s 
movement and its methods; the 1964 Civil Rights 
Act; the 1972 Educational Amendment Act; the 
issue of abortion; the position of women in 
society by the mid 1970s. 
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3.2 Unit A972:  British Depth Study 

This unit involves historical enquiry into a period of British history.  It gives candidates opportunities 
to investigate specific historical questions, problems and issues; use a range of historical sources 
and reach reasoned conclusions; and analyse and evaluate how the past has been interpreted and 
represented in different ways.  Candidates will be expected to use their contextual knowledge to 
help them comprehend, interpret, evaluate and use sources and historical interpretations and 
representations.   
 
The specified content is defined through key questions and focus points.  The key questions 
encourage an issues-based and investigative approach to the content.  Focus points indicate the 
issues that need to be addressed in each key question.  Candidates will be expected to 
demonstrate understanding of the key questions and focus points using knowledge of relevant 
historical examples. 
 
Candidates study one of the following: 
 
 How was British society changed,1890–-1918? 

 
 How far did British society change, 1939–1975? 

 

A972/21: British Depth Study, 1890–1918 

Key Question: How was British society changed, 1890–1918? 

Focus Points 

• What were working and living conditions like for the poor in the 1890s? 

• How were social reformers reacting to the social problems of the 1890s? 

• Why did the Liberal government introduce reforms to help the young, old and unemployed? 

• How effective were these reforms? 

• What was the social, political and legal position of women in the 1890s? 

• What were the arguments for and against female suffrage?  

• How effective were the activities of the suffragists and the suffragettes?  

• How did women contribute to the war effort? 

• How were civilians affected by the war? 

• How effective was government propaganda during the war?  

• Why were some women given the vote in 1918?  

• What was the attitude of the British people at the end of the war towards Germany and the 
Paris Peace Conference? 
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