
Success in English Literature 
Paper 1 
 
This paper is one hour and 45 minutes long.  
You have three questions to answer on Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde and one on Of Mice and Men. 
 You will have a clean copy of the text in the exam 

Jekyll and Hyde (This will always be number two on the exam paper) 39 marks 

You will be given an extract of about 300 words to read and then you will answer 3 questions linked to it. 

          

This question will be worded like this - ‘From this extract, what do you learn/discover* about the character 
of...?’ 
 

 

This question will be worded like this – ‘Explain/Explore* how the writer uses language in the extract...’ 
 
 

 

 
The question will be worded like this – ‘Explain/Explore* how the writer presents _______ in one other part 
of the novel. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 1  
We are introduced to the good natured Mr Utterson, a lawyer. He points out to a friend a strange door and the friend, 
Enfield, has a story to tell about it. Enfield had witnessed the cruelty of a man to a passing child, and had obliged the 
man to pay compensation to the family. The cruel man was named Hyde, but the cheque he used came from a friend of 
Utterson’s, the very respectable Doctor Jekyll. Utterson supposed the evil man was blackmailing Jekyll. 
 
 Chapter 2  
That evening Utterson examines Dr Jekyll’s will, which stipulates that in the case of Henry Jekyll’s death or 
disappearance, all of his possessions should be given to Edward Hyde. Utterson goes to see Dr Lanyon, another close 
friend of Dr Jekyll’s. He finds that Lanyon has not spoken to Jekyll for a long period of time due to a serious 

 

Question 2a: Character – 8 marks for AO1 and AO2 

Question 2b: Language – 12 marks for AO1 and AO2 

Question 2c: Theme – 16 marks for AO1 and AO2 plus up to 3 marks for Spelling, 
Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG) 

Top tips for answering these questions! 
• Study the novel, don’t just read it. 
• Make sure you revise each character and consider their importance in the novel. 
• Revise key themes and where they are shown in the novel. 
• Memorise a bank of useful quotes for each character and theme. 
• Revise the description of settings. 
• Work out how the writer creates certain atmospheres and moods in different parts of the novel. 

Jekyll and Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson   
Plot Summary  

 



Jekyll 
and 
Hyde 

disagreement over ‘unscientific’ activities. Utterson also learns that Lanyon has never heard of Hyde. Utterson begins to 
search for Mr Hyde, finally meets him, sees his face, and Hyde gives him his address.  
 
Chapter 3  
Utterson argues with Jekyll over the question of his will and tells him what he has found out about Hyde. Jekyll tells him 
rather angrily to drop the question and says he can get rid of Mr Hyde at any point He also requests that Utterson take 
care of Hyde when Jekyll is no longer there. Utterson reluctantly agrees.  
 
Chapter 4  
Nearly a year later, a certain Sir Danvers Carew is murdered. The murder is witnessed by a young woman who 
recognizes Hyde as the murderer. The victim carried a note addressed to Mr Utterson. The police contact Mr Utterson 
who identifies the victim .The police, with Mr Utterson, find the rooms in Hyde’s house wrecked and Hyde gone.  
 
Chapter 5  
Utterson and Jekyll discuss the murder. Jekyll promises that he is not hiding Hyde and that he is, ‘done with him in this 
world.’ Jekyll shows a letter he says he has just received from Hyde. The letter thanks Jekyll for his kindness and 
reassures him that Hyde has a safe means of escape. Jekyll is worried that his reputation could be damaged if he gives 
the letter to the police. Utterson agrees to keep it for him. When leaving the house, Utterson discovers from the butler 
that nothing was delivered that day, and Utterson begins to grow uneasy. With a friend, he compares the writing on Mr 
Hyde’s supposed letter with Jekyll’s handwriting: they are similar. Utterson is angry that Jekyll should have forged a 
letter for a murderer.  
 
Chapter 6  
Some time later. Jekyll, freed from the influence of Hyde, has become a new man. In early January, Utterson attends a 
dinner at Jekyll’s home, and Dr Lanyon is also present. A few days afterwards, Utterson learns that Jekyll has isolated 
himself and will see no one. Lanyon has suffered a terrible shock, and says he ‘shall never recover.’ He also appears to 
be very angry at Jekyll. Stunned and shaken, Utterson returns home and writes a note to Jekyll asking for an 
explanation. Jekyll replies ‘I have brought on myself a punishment and a danger that I cannot name.’ One week later, Dr 
Lanyon dies and leaves Mr Utterson a letter with instructions only to open it following the death or disappearance of Dr 
Jekyll.  
 
Chapter 7  
Utterson, passing by Jekyll’s house, sees him suffer some strange sort of seizure before Jekyll quickly closes his window.  
 
Chapter 8  
Weeks afterwards, Jekyll’s butler comes to Utterson’s house, upset and very worried about Jekyll who has been locked 
in his office for weeks. The two of them go to Jekyll’s. A strange voice refuses to come out. The butler believes Jekyll has 
been murdered and the murderer is in the office. The man in the office has been demanding a particular medicine 
which the butler has not been able to find. They break in and find the body of a small man who appears to have 
poisoned himself. They assume it is Hyde. On Jekyll’s table, Utterson finds a new will of Jekyll’s that leaves all 
possessions to Utterson, not Hyde. There is also a note for Utterson asking him to read first Dr Lanyon’s sealed letter, 
then Jekyll’s letter. They say nothing of the documents to the police, hoping even now to be able to save Jekyll’s 
reputation.  
 
Chapter 9  
Chapter nine consists of the text of Lanyon’s letter to Utterson, which he was instructed not to open until Lanyon and 
Jekyll had both died (or Jekyll had disappeared). Lanyon explains Jekyll had shown him that Hyde could transform into 
Jekyll by drinking a potion. The shock had been so tremendous for Dr Lanyon that he felt he was sure to die of the shock 
(after writing the letter).  
 
Chapter 10  
This final chapter presents a transcription of Jekyll’s confession letter to Utterson. Jekyll explains that he had wanted to 
study man’s dual nature and after many years had developed a potion which transformed him into his negative alter 
ego. He explains that he enjoyed living as Hyde and exploring his evil side. Sadly, soon he was no longer able to control 
when he became Hyde. During one transformation he murdered Carew and in the following months Hyde came back 
regularly and carried out more crimes. Finally, no longer able to find the ingredient that allowed him to transform back 
into Jekyll, he realized he had to transform himself permanently into Hyde. 
 



Of Mice and Men  47 marks     You will have a clean copy of the text in the exam 

 

 

 

 
You only need to answer one of these essay style questions and will be based on any theme, 
character or event presented in the novel. The questions may be worded like this: 
 
‘Explain the importance of ......... in the novel’ ‘Explore the significance of ........’* 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

You can prepare for the literature exams by: 

• Creating crib cards about each novel– useful for testing yourself. Try organising key points under the 
headings: plot; character; settings; themes. 

• Re-reading the texts and annotating copies with notes - think about: plot; characters; settings; 
themes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And finally... 

WEBSITE: SUGGESTED CONTENT: 
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/gcse/english_literature/ 
 

Contains useful notes on: 
Of Mice and Men and Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 

www.sparknotes.com/lit/ 
 

Search the site for both novels. There are some 
really useful, detailed notes on the text 

www.cliffsnotes.com 
 

Another site with some useful Of Mice and Men 
and Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde notes 

Question 13  40 marks for AO1 and AO4 plus up to 7 marks for (SPaG)  
or   
Question 14 

Top tips for answering these questions! 
• Study the novel, don’t just read it. 
• Make sure you revise each character and consider their importance in the novel. 
• Revise key themes and where they are shown in the novel. 
• Memorise a bank of useful quotes for each character and theme. 

 

Key themes 
Relationships 

friendship 
Loneliness 
Isolation 
Dreams 

Prejudice 
Injustice 

 
 
 

What you will be assessed on: 

AO1: Respond to texts critically and imaginatively; select and evaluate relevant textual detail 
to illustrate and support interpretations 
 
AO2: Explain how language, structure and form contribute to writer’s presentation of ideas, 
themes and settings  
 
AO4: Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts; explain how texts have been 
influential and significant to self and other readers in different contexts and at different times 
 



 

 

 

Chapter 1 
• George and Lennie, having walked a long way, stop at a pool by the Salina river 
• They are off to take up work at a nearby ranch. 
• They have had to leave their precious work for some, as yet to be explained, reason to do with Lennie. 
• It is clear that Lennie is slow to understand. He has been keeping a dead mouse to ‘pet’. George makes him get 

rid of it. 
• We learn that they left Weed because Lennie had touched a girl’s dress, she’d yelled out, and they had to hide 

in a ditch to escape angry townsfolk. 
• George makes Lennie promise to meet him at the pool if there’s trouble. 

 
Chapter 2 

• George and Lennie start work at the farm. 
• They meet the other ranch hands, the boss’s aggressive son Curley, and Curley’s wife who comes into the bunk 

house and flirts with them. 
• Lennie is attracted to Curley’s wife and George is worried. 
• George makes Lennie promise to meet him by the pool if there is any trouble 
• They also meet Slim, in charge of the horses, who is a man with natural authority. 

 
Chapter 3 

• George reveals to Slim why they were ‘run out’ of Weed 
• Slim gives Lennie a puppy from his own dog’s litter 
• Carlson, a farm hand, convinces Candy, an old man who cleans up around the farm, to let his old dog be shot. 
• Candy overhears George and Lennie’s plan for their own farm and offers to put in half the money if they let him 

join them. 
• Curley comes in and starts a fight with Lennie, hitting him until George tells Lennie to fight back. Lenny breaks 

Curley’s hand. 
• Slim makes Curley say that his hand was injured in an accident. 

 
Chapter 4 

• While the other ranch hands go out to the local town, Lennie enters the hut of Crooks, a crippled stable hand. 
• Candy also appears and they tell Crooks about their dream for the farm. 
• They are interrupted by Curley’s wife who laughs at them and threatens crooks with a charge of rape when he 

tells her to leave 
• Later, Lennie kills the pup he has been given, not knowing his own strength. 

 
Chapter 5 

• Lennie tries to bury the puppy in the straw in the barn. 
• Curley’s wife comes in and they talk. She asks him to stroke her hair. 
• She panics when she feels Lennie’s strength, as he grabs her he breaks her neck by accident. 
• When the body is found it is obvious that Lennie is the killer. 

 
Chapter 6 

• George realises Lennie could not bear life in prison and also can’t stand the thought of him being lynched by 
Curley and the others. 

• George finds Lennie by the pool where they had agreed to meet if there was trouble. 
• He talks to Lennie about their dream Farm, then shoots him just before the others arrive. 
• Slim comforts George and tells him he had no choice. 

 

 

 

 

 

Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 
Plot Summary  


