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Religion and Life 

Section 1: Believing in God  

Numinous The feeling of the presence of something greater than 
yourself i.e. the church 

Conversion When your life is changed by giving yourself to God 
Miracle Something that seems to break a law of science and 

makes you think only God could have done this 
Prayer An attempt to contact God, usually through words 
Design When things are connected and seem to have a purpose 

e.g. eyes are designed for seeing 
Omnipotent The belief that God is all-powerful 
Agnosticism Not being sure whether God exists 
Atheism Believing that God does not exist 
Moral evil Actions carried out by humans that cause suffering 
Natural evil Things which cause suffering but have nothing to do 

with humans e.g. earthquakes 
Free will The idea that human beings are free to make their own 

choices 
Omni Benevolent The belief that God is all-good 
Omniscient  That belief that God knows everything that has 

happened and everything that is going to happen  
 

A Christian upbringing  
 
  Parents can pray and read the Bible with their children and teach 

them about their faith 
 The Church is an essential part to help lead children to believe in 

God 
 There is Sunday School as well which teaches children about God, 

how to pray and read the  Bible 
 At Church schools you would pray and learn about God in 

Assemblies and R.E. lessons.  
 
 
This would lead a child to believe in God because:  
 
1. A young child accepts parents’ beliefs 

2. They have answers to prayer 

3. They feel close to God in worship 

4. Are taught about the existence of  God at school and Sunday School  
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What are the types of religious experiences that lead to belief in God? 

 
The Conversion Experience: - people who change their lives around after a definite 
experience with God.  E.g. Nicki Cruz 
Prayer: - when your prayer is answered.  For example, when someone has a problem or an 
illness they ask God to help them and the problem or illness disappears...this can lead to 
belief in God 
The Numinous Experience: - the feeling of something greater than yourself.  It is a feeling 
you can get if you are in a holy building or when you pray or even when you look up at the 
stars 
Miracles: - Something that cannot be explained, for example...someone who is cured from an 
incurable disease after being prayed for or after something else connected with religion 
 

Causation and the Design Arguments 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The universe cannot have just 
happened by itself 

There is evidence of design in 
the world. E.g. the laws of 
gravity, DNA 

This cause must have been God 
and therefore God must exist 

A very powerful force must 
have caused the universe 

Everything that happens has to 
be caused by something else. 

Nothing can happen by itself 

ARGUMENT FOR DESIGN 
(Thomas Aquinas) 

ARGUMENT FOR 
CAUSATION 

If there is evidence of design 
the something must have 
designed it (e.g. Paley’s watch) 

The only thing great enough to 
design it is God 

 

Therefore God exists 
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Scientific explanations for the world and the Christian response: 
 
 
Some people believe that science offers a better explanation for things 
such as miracles or even the universe, rather than religion.   
 
The Universe and everything in it has a scientific explanation and 
therefore makes it unlikely that God exists. Science leads people to become Agnostic or even 
Atheist by using theories such as the Big Bang or Evolution.   
 
Therefore if scientists can prove tell people where the world came from and how people 
came into existence people will begin to think that God does not exist.  
 

How do Christians respond to scientific explanation? 
 
Response 1- God caused the Big Bang. Some people believe that the Big Bang is evidence for 
God’s existence. The Big Bang had to happen at exactly the right micro-second or life would 
never have been formed.   

Response 2- Some Christians believe that science is wrong and the Bible is right. Scientists 
claim that the Universe began 15 billion years ago. Some Christians propose ‘Apparent Age 
Theory’. This is the idea that God created the world to look billions of years old.  

Response 3- Some Christians believe that both science and the Bible are correct. They claim 
that the main points of the Bible fits with science. One of God’s days could be billions of 
years. They claim that Genesis 1:3 God said ‘Let there be light’ is a direct reference to the 
Big Bang.  

Unanswered prayers 
 
If God was omnipotent (all powerful), he would have the power to answer prayers. If God was 
omnibenevolent (all loving), he would want to answer prayers. If God was omniscient (all 
knowing), he would know that you were praying.  
Therefore, when God doesn’t answer prayers, you think that he doesn’t exist.  
 
However: 
 

• Your prayer might be selfish 
• Human parents do not always give their children what they want because it might 

not be the best thing for them, God is like a father to us 
•  God may answer prayers but not in a direct way.  
• God cannot answer conflicting prayers (Bruce Almighty- everyone wins the lottery). 
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The problem of evil and suffering: 
 
1. Christians believe that God is all good (omni-benevolent), but if God is all good, He ought 

not to want evil and suffering in his world; 
2. They believe that God has the power to do anything (omnipotent) but if He is all-

powerful, he must be able to rid the word of evil and suffering  
3. They believe that God is all seeing and knowing in which case He knows what is happening 

(omniscient), but if God all knowing and powerful He must not love us enough to make it 
stop; 

4. However, there is evil and suffering in the world and so either God is not good, or God is 
not all-powerful, or God does not exist. 

 

Response to evil and suffering: 
 

1. Many Christians respond to the problem by believing that God knows the answer, but 
people cannot understand.   
 
2. Some Christians think that God could not give humans free will unless they had the 

chance to do evil things (being free is part of being made in God’s image).   
 

3. Other Christians believe this life is a sort of test in which people prepare their souls 
for heaven.   

 
4. If there wasn’t any evil , we wouldn’t appreciate good things. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
How is your revision going? Test yourself questions on unit 1. 
 

• What are four things involved in a Christian upbringing?  
• What are four examples of religious experience?  
• What is the design argument? 
• What is the causation  argument? 
• How does science describe the creation of the universe? 
• How do Christians respond to science? 
• What is the problem of unanswered prayers? 
• What reasons do Christians give as to why God hasn’t answered their prayers? 
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Unit 1 checklist 
 
I know…  
Four things involved in a religious upbringing   
Four examples of religious experiences  
The design argument  
The causation argument   
Scientific explanations of the world  
Three Christian responses to science  
The problem of unanswered prayers   
Responses to unanswered prayers  
The problem of evil  
Responses to the problem of evil   
 
Example questions 
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Section 2: Matters of life and death 

 
 
Why do non-religious people believe in life after death? (The Paranormal) 

Near-death Experiences 

This event normally happens to patients who have been pronounced dead for a very small 
amount of time. This convinces them there is an afterlife.  

Reincarnation 

The belief that person’s soul is reborn into another body when they die because of déjà vu or 
memories from past lives..  

Mediums 

People such as mediums claim to be able to make contact with the dead/ghosts. 

Ghosts 

People believe that they have evidence of ghosts  

 

 

Abortion The Removal of a foetus from the womb before it can survive 
Assisted Suicide Providing a seriously ill person with the means to commit 

suicide 
Euthanasia The painless killing of someone dying from a painful disease 
Immortality of the Soul The idea that the soul lives on after death of the body 
Near-death Experience When someone who is about to die has an out-of-body 

experience 
Non-Voluntary Euthanasia Ending someone’s life painlessly when they are unable to ask, 

but you have good reason for thinking they would want you to 
do so 

Paranormal Unexplained things that are thought to have spiritual causes, 
e.g. ghosts or mediums 

Quality of Life The idea that life must have some benefits for it to be worth 
living 

Reincarnation The belief that, after death, souls are reborn in a new body 
Resurrection The belief that, after death, the body stays in the grave until 

the end of the world when it is raised 
Sanctity of Life The belief that life is holy and belongs to God 
Voluntary Euthanasia Ending life painlessly when someone in great pain asks for 

death 
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Christian teachings on Life after death: 

 

 

 

 

 

Where do you go when you die? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do Christian beliefs about life after death reflect their lives? 

• Christians will try to live a good Christian life so that they can go to Heaven 
• Living a good life involves following the teachings of Jesus, reading the Bible, going to 

Church 
• The Parable of the Sheep and the Goats tells Christians that they should help 

others if they want to go to Heaven 
 
 

     
 

Two Key Christian Beliefs 

Resurrection  The belief that, after death, 
the body stays in the grave until the end of 
the world when it is raised  

Immortality of the soul The soul lives 
on after the death of the body   

Heaven - for the all those who 
accept Jesus and live a life based on 

His teachings 

Purgatory – for those with 
unforgiven sins 

Hell – for those who have rejected 
God. 

Why do Christians believe in Life after Death and what evidence is there for it?   

All Christians believe that there is life after death because: 

• Jesus rose from the dead; 
• The Bible says that there is life after death; 
• The churches teach that there is life after death; 
• They believe that life after death gives life meaning and purpose  
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Islam and life after death 

Muslims believe in life after death because... 

• The Qur’an teaches that there is life after death 

• Prophet Muhammad taught that there is life after death 

• Muslims believe that this life is a test from God 

• Islam has six fundamental beliefs and one of these is that there is life after death 

Because of this ... 

• Muslims would live a good Muslim life, to do this, they would follow the five 
pillars of Islam 

• They would follow the holy law of the Shari’ah Law 
• Muslims believe that nothing should be removed from the body after death 

Some people do not believe in life after death because... 

They don’t believe in God, they think that religions have too many different ideas e.g. 
reincarnation and resurrection so this cannot be true, they don’t believe in holy books, there 
is nowhere for life after death to take place.  
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Abortion 

 

 

 

 

 

What do Christians think about Abortion? 

 

 

   

 

 

Some CS 

 

 

 

 

 

Islam and abortion  

There are different attitudes to abortion among Muslims  

 

 

 

 

 

Abortion is only allowed in Great Britain if two doctors agree one of the following: 

1. The mother’s life is at risk; 
2. The mother’s physical or mental health is at risk; 
3. The child is very likely to be born severely handicapped; 
4. There would be a serious effect on other children in the family.  

Abortions cannot be carried out after 24 weeks of pregnancy. 
  

Some Christians are against abortion...  

• The sanctity of life is the belief that all life is holy and belongs to God, therefore only 
God has the right to end a pregnancy 

• The belief that life begins at the moment of conception 
• The belief that every human being has a right to life 
• Adoption is better 
• The woman can suffer from trauma  

Some Christians believe that abortion is wrong but it must be permitted in certain 
circumstances  

• Jesus told Christians to ‘love their neighbour as themselves’ and abortion might 
be the most loving thing to do 

• The mother’s life may be at risk  
• Life does not begin at conception 
• If abortion was illegal, this would lead to backstreet abortions 

Many Muslims believe that even though abortion should be discouraged. It is allowed up to 
120 days into the pregnancy.  

• There are teachings which say that a foetus does not receive its soul until 120 
days into the pregnancy- therefore, it is not a human until then 

• The Shari’ah (holy Muslim law) states that the life of the mother is more important 
than the life of the child 
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Euthanasia 

The law in Britain does not allow anyone to end another person’s life either by giving 
drugs or by switching off a machine, even if the person has requested it and could face 
prison. 

What do Christians think about Euthanasia? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do Muslims think about Euthanasia?  

 

 

 
F 

 

 

 

Some Muslims believe that abortion is wrong and should never be allowed whatever the 
circumstances 

• They believe that the soul is given at the moment of conception and so the foetus 
is a human being from conception 

• The Qur’an says murder is wrong and abortion is murder if life begins at conception 
• They believe in the Sanctity of Life 

Most Muslims are against Euthanasia in all forms  

• The Qur’an says that suicide is wrong and will result in being sent to hell on the Last 
Day. This includes assisted suicide 

• Many Muslims believe that voluntary euthanasia is the same as assisted suicide  
• Muslims believe in the Sanctity of Life  
• Taking a person’s life is like ‘playing God’ (shirk). The Qur’an says that only God can 

take life 
• Islam teaches that life is a test set by God and Prophet Muhammad said that ending 

life early would be like cheating that test. 

  

Some Christians believe that Euthanasia is wrong because  

• They believe in the Sanctity of Life (Life is sacred to God and only God should 
decide when life ends)  

• Euthanasia is murder,one of the 10 Commandments is ‘Do not murder’ 
• The Bible bans suicide 

 
But a few Christians accept a limited use of Euthanasia  

• Modern medical science means that we can no longer be sure what God’s wishes 
about someone’s death actually are 

• Jesus said ‘love thy neighbour as thyself’, Euthanasia might be the most loving thing  
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How is your revision going? Test yourself questions on section 2. 

• Give four reasons why non-religious people believe in life after death 
• What do Christians believe happens to you after death? 
• Why do Christians believe in life after death?  
• How would beliefs about life after death affect a Christian’s life? 
• Why do Muslims believe in life after death? 
• How would beliefs about life after death affect a Muslim’s life? 
• Give four reasons why some Christians are against abortion. 
• Give four reasons why some Christians are for abortion. 
• Why do some Muslims allow abortion? 
• Why are some Muslims against abortion? 
• Give two reasons why some Christians are against euthanasia. 
• Give two reasons why some Christians are for euthanasia.  
• Give four reasons why Muslims are against euthanasia.  

 
Unit 2 Checklist 
 
I know…  
Non religious arguments for life after death  
Christian teachings about life after death  
Islamic teachings about life after death  
Four reasons why Christians are against aboriton  
Four reasons why Christians are for abortion  
Two reasons why Muslims allow abortion  
Two reasons why Muslims don’t allow abortion  
Three reasons why Christians are against euthanasia  
Two reasons why Christians are for euthanasia   
Four reasons why Muslims are against euthanasia   
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Example Questions 
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Section 3: Marriage and the family 

 

The changing picture of family life  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contraception Intentionally preventing pregnancy from occurring 
Civil Partnership A legal ceremony giving a homosexual couple the same legal 

rights as a husband and wife 
Divorce The legal ending of a marriage 
Extended Family Grandparents/aunts/uncles living as a unit with Mother, Father 

and the Children; or living very close and having a lot of 
contact with each other 

Faithfulness Staying with your marriage partner and only having sex with 
them 

Homosexuality Sexual attraction to the same sex 
Nuclear Family Mother, Father and the children living as a unity 
Pre-Marital Sex Sex before marriage 
Procreation Making a new life 
Promiscuity Having sex with a number of partners without wanting a 

relationship 
Reconstituted Family Where two sets of children become a family when their 

divorced parents marry each other 
Remarriage Marrying again after being divorced 
Cohabitation Living together without being married 

Fewer people are getting married More one parent families 

More people are getting divorced 

There is more cohabitation   Remarriage is allowed 

There are more reconstituted families  
There are less nuclear families  
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Possible reasons why people are getting divorced: 

• It is easier and cheaper to get divorced. The 1969 Divorce Act: Divorce easier ‘the 
irretrievable breakdown of marriage’ as grounds for divorce. Today 1 in 3 marriage ends in 
divorce. 

• People live longer and spend more time together so they get bored with each other. 
• Women today will not put up with men treating them badly.  

Homosexuality: Homosexuality was not accepted at all in the past. In Britain in the past homosexual 
acts were illegal and people could be arrested and put into prison for engaging in them.  

Christian teaching on sex outside of marriage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Muslim teaching on sex outside of marriage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christianity teaches that sex should only take place between a man and woman married 
to each other.  
Christians believe that sex before marriage is wrong because: 

• Procreation- sex was given to humans by God so that humans could have children. 
Children should be bought up in a Christian family so sex should only take place within 
marriage 

• Fornication- The Bible says that fornication (sex before marriage) is sinful and 
Christians should follow the teachings of the Bible 

• Adultery- All Christians are against adultery because it breaks the wedding vows to 
be faithful to each other 

• Ten Commandments- Christians follow the Ten Commandments and one of these is ‘Do 
not commit adultery’ 

Islam teaches that sex should only take place between a married man and woman. Muslims 
believe that sex outside of marriage is wrong because: 

• Sex before marriage is forbidden by the Qur’an, which also says that boys and girls 
should be separated after puberty.  

• The Shari’ah says that sex should only take place in marriage and the Shari’ah is the 
law for all Muslims. 

• Islam teaches that the primary purpose of sex is for the procreation of children. 
Children should only be born into a married family 

• Adultery is condemned by God in the Qur’an which says that anyone committing 
adultery should be punished severely  
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Christian teaching on divorce 

Some Christians e.g. Catholics believe that divorce is wrong because; 

 Jesus banned divorce: Mark Ch 10:10-12 “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries 
another commits adultery against her”.  

 The couple have made a covenant (agreement) with God  in the sacrament of marriage 
and the covenant cannot be broken by a human. 

 Re-marriage is not allowed as that would be adultery.  

Some Christians e.g. Protestants would accept divorce because; 

 In the Bible it says “I tell you, anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital 
unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery”. Matthew 19:8-9 so it’s 
allowed on the grounds of adultery. 

 They believe that divorce may be the lesser of the two evils 
 Christians believe in forgiveness 

 
 
Islam and divorce 

First view- Divorce is wrong  

 Prophet Muhammad said that divorce was ‘the most hated of lawful things’ 

 They believe that on the Last Day, Muslims will be judged on how well they have 
looked after their children 

 The Qur'an teaches that Muslims should try all they can to rescue a marriage   

Second view- divorce is allowed  

 Divorce may be the lesser of the two evils 

 The Qur’an clearly permits divorce 

 The Shari’ah Law permits divorce and has many laws about how divorce should operate 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=divorce&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=2SVBovQGUL09PM&tbnid=gZiPIYj7xKtD6M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.simmondsgrant.co.uk%2Fpages%2Fsub_divorce%2Fbasis_4_divorce.html&ei=wTufUcGECumq0AXVsIDQBg&bvm=bv.47008514,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNH6OfzgdkDZj6QAc1sarjahEmQAVQ&ust=1369476411378009
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=divorce&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=2SVBovQGUL09PM&tbnid=gZiPIYj7xKtD6M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.simmondsgrant.co.uk%2Fpages%2Fsub_divorce%2Fbasis_4_divorce.html&ei=wTufUcGECumq0AXVsIDQBg&bvm=bv.47008514,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNH6OfzgdkDZj6QAc1sarjahEmQAVQ&ust=1369476411378009
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Why family life is important for Christians  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why family life is important for Muslims  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Attitudes to Homosexuality 

Some Christians, such as Evangelical Protestants, believe that homosexuality is wrong 
because; 

 ‘No man is to have sexual relations with another man: God hates that.’ (Leviticus 8:22, 
The Bible) 

 God created man and woman to be in a marriage relationship together 
 Purpose of sex is to create children (procreation) and two same-sex partners cannot 

have a child this way 

However, some Christians, such as Liberal Protestants, believe that homosexuality is okay 
because; 

 Christians believe in love and acceptance 
 The teachings of the Bible need re-interpreting in modern culture 
 God created everyone 

 

• One of the main purposes of Christian marriage is to have children and bring them 
up in a secure Christian environment so that they will come to follow God 

• Christian teaching on divorce makes it clear that Christian parents should stay 
together and bring up children 

• The family is where children learn right from wrong, leading to less evil  in the 
world 

• The family is where children are introduced to Christianity through baptism 

• Islam teaches that children are a gift from God and on the Last Day, Muslim 
parents will be judged on how well they have looked after their family 

• The Qur’an teaches that the family was created by God as a basic unit of society 

• The Prophet Muhammad married and raised a family  
• Without the family, children would not learn the difference between right or 

wrong 
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Islamic views about homosexuality  

Minority view-Homosexuality is okay 

 Islam is a religion of tolerance 
 Muslims believe that God created and loves all people whatever their sexual 

orientation 

Majority view-Homosexuality is wrong 

 Homosexuality is condemned by the Qur’an and the Qur’an is the word of God 
 The Prophet Muhammad condemned homosexuality and Muslims should follow his 

teachings 
 God says in the Qu’ran that marriage between a man and a woman is the only lawful 

form of sex 
 All Muslims should try to have a family 

 

Christian Attitudes to Contraception: 

Some Chrisitans (such as Roman Catholics) believe that sex should only be used to 
create a family 

 Sex was given by God for procreation and so every sexual act should allow for the 
possibility of conception taking place 

 Contraception has encouraged promiscuity and the spread of sexually transmitted 
diseases 

 These views have been upheld and reaffirmed by Popes 

Some Christians (such as Protestants) believe that contraception is allowed to limit the 
size of a family 

 The essence of Christianity is love and contraception can be used to protect a woman’s 
health 

 Reducing the size of families gives children a better standard of living 
 God created sex for pleasure and to provide an experience unique to the married couple 
 There is nothing in the Bible that says contraception is wrong 

 

Islamic attitudes to contraception 

Some Muslims believe that contraception should not be used at all  

• Hadith ‘If Allah wishes to create a child, you cannot prevent it’ 
• Muslims are opposed to abortion and so would not allow any contraceptives 

abortifacients 
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• Muslims believe that God created sex for having children (procreation) 
• It is the duty of Muslims to have large families   
 
Some Muslims believe that it is permitted for Muslims to use contraception to limit 
the number of children they have 

 
• If pregnancy is a risk to the mother’s health, contraception must be allowed 

because Islam puts the mother’s life first 
• There are hadith which record that the Prophet permitted the use of coitus 

interruptus (withdrawal) as a means of contraception 
• Muslim lawyers agree that contraception is different from abortion and so should 

be permitted   
• The Qur’an says God does not place burdens on his followers, and contraception 

stops extra burdens 
 

How is your revision going? Test yourself questions on section 3. 

 Give four ways in which family life has changed over the last 100 years. 
 Give four reasons why Christians think that sex before marriage is wrong. 
 Give four reasons why Muslims think that sex before marriage is wrong. 
 Give three reasons why Christians are against divorce. 
 Give three reasons why Christians agree with divorce. 
 Give three reasons why Muslims are against divorce. 
 Give three reasons why Muslims agree with divorce. 
 Give four reasons why family life is important for Christians.  
 Give four reasons why family life is important for Muslims. 
 Give three reasons why Christians are against homosexuality. 
 Give three reasons why Christians would agree with homosexuality. 
 Give two reasons why Muslisms would accept homosexuality. 
 Give four reasons why Muslims are against homosexuality. 
 Give three reasons why Christians are against contraception. 
 Give four reasons why Christians are for contraception. 
 Give four reasons why Muslims are against contraception. 
 Give four reasons why Muslims think that contraception can be used.  
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Unit 3 Checklist 
 
I know…  
Four ways in which family life has changed  
Four reasons why Christians think that sex before marriage 
is wrong 

 

Four reasons why Muslims think that sex before marriage is 
wrong 

 

Three reasons why Christians are against divorce  
Three reasons why Christians would agree with divorce  
Three reasons why Muslims are against divorce  
Three reasons why Muslims would agree with divorce  
Four reasons why family life is important for Christians  
Four reasons why family life is important for Muslims  
Three reasons why Christians are against homosexuality  
Three reasons why Christians accept homosexuality  
Two reasons why Muslims would accept homosexuality  
Four reasons why Muslims would not accept homosexuality  
Three reasons why Christians are against contraception  
Four reasons why Christians are for contraception  
Four reasons why Muslims are against contraception  
Four reasons why Muslims are for contraception   
 

Example questions 
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Unit 4: Community cohesion 

 

The Changing Roles of Women in Society 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Cohesion A common vision and shared sense of belonging for all groups in 
society 

Discrimination  Treating people less favourably because of their 
ethnicity/gender/colour/sexuality/class 

Ethnic Minority A member of an ethnic group (race) that is smaller than the 
majority group 

Interfaith Marriages Marriage where the husband and wife are from different 
religions 

Multi-ethnic Society Many different races and cultures living together in one 
society 

Multi-faith Society Many different religions living together in one society 
Prejudice Believing some people are inferior or superior without even 

knowing them 
Racial Harmony Different races/colours living together happily 
Racism The belief that some races are superior to others 
Religious Freedom The right to practise your religion and change your religion 
Religious Pluralism Accepting all religions as having an equal right to coexist 
Sexism Discriminating against people because of their gender 

Women in the 19th Century: Victorian 
Society: 

• A hundred years ago, women did not 
have many rights in Great Britain. 

• married women stayed at home and 
looked after the children  

 

Women after the 2nd World War: 

Women Between 1st and 2nd World 
Wars 

How the Law has Helped Women 

• Just before the war, the 
Suffragettes fought for votes for 
women.  : 

1. 1918: The representation of the 
People Act: This allowed women over 
31 to vote for the 1st time.   

2. 1928: Electoral Reform Act where 
women could now vote over 21 and 
stand as M.P’s 

 

1. 1970 Equal Pay Act: made 
employers give women the same pay 
as men 

2. 1975 Sex Discrimination Act: made 
it illegal to discriminate in jobs on 
the grounds of sex  

The situation regarding women gradually 
changed after the 2nd world war for two 
reasons: 

1. The way women had been liberated in 
the war by working in factories, driving 
trucks and doing men’s work.  They had 
been given a taste of responsibility and 
wanted more. 

2. The Feminist Movement which 
campaigned in the 1960’s and 1970’s 
for equal rights for women  
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Christianity and the Roles of Men and Women 

Some Christians (such as Evangelical Protestants) have a traditional attitude and believe 
that men should be head of the family and provide for them. They also believe that 
women should not be priests.  

 In the Bible, St. Paul teaches that women should not teach or speak in church 
 Adam was created before Eve 
 Jesus’ apostles were men 
 Jesus was a man and the priest represents Jesus in the Mass 

 
Some Christians (Liberal Protestants) have a modern view and believe that men and 
women should have equal roles in life including religion. 
 
 St Paul also said, ‘There is neither male nor female for you are all one person in 

Christ.’ 
 Men and women were created at the same time (Creation story, Genesis) 
 Jesus treated women as equals   

 

Islam and equal rights for women in religion  

Some Mulsims have a traditional attitude and believe that men and women should have 
different roles in life and religion, and therefore they should have different rights. 
Women should perform their religious duties at home and men should worship God is the 
Mosque.   
 The Qur’an teaches that men should support women because God made men physically 

stronger 
 The Qur’an teaches that women have been created to bear children 
 Men should provide for the family 

 

Some Muslims have a modern attitude and believe that men and women should have 
equal rights.  

 The Qur’an teaches that men and women are equal in religion and education 
 There is evidence that Muhammad encouraged both men and women in the Mosque 
 There were women religious readers during the early stages of Islam  
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Britain as a Multi-Ethnic Society 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Government Action to Promote Community Cohesion 

Community Cohesion is different communities living and working together all having a shared 
ision for the future, the Government do this by. 

1. Giving money to groups which work for community cohesion 
2. Community cohesion is taught at schools 
3. Paying for research into community cohesion  
4. Race Relations Act: This was brought in to help with racial harmony in 1976 which 

banned all forms of racial discrimination and any attempts to stir up racial hatred. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The United Kingdom (UK) has always been a mixed society.  The Celts, Romans, Normans 
are all ancestors of the English.   

The problem of discrimination and racism  

• Racially prejudiced employers will not give jobs to certain ethnic groups 

• Prejudiced landlords are likely to refuse accommodation to certain ethnic groups 

• Prejudiced police officers  

The effects of discrimination and racism  

• If certain groups feel that they are being treated unfairly by society, they 
will begin to work against that society. 

The benefits of living in a multi-ethnic society 
• People from different backgrounds get to know each other 
• Progress will be made; new people will bring in new ideas 
• Life is more interesting with a much greater variety of food, music, fashion and 

entertainment  
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Christianity and Racial Harmony 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Islam and Racial Harmony  

 

 

 

 

The United Kingdom as a multi-faith society 

For a multi-faith society to work, people need to have the same rights regardless of the 
religion they do or do not belong to (religious pluralism). 

Benefits of a multi-faith society: 

 It increases tolerance and understanding, allowing people to have different insight into 
different religions.   

 It makes believers think seriously about their own beliefs 
 Allows broader thinking through shared religious ideas 

However, a multi-faith society can cause problems for a religion because: 

 Religious people attempting to convert each other could be a form of discrimination; they 
are saying that the members of the other faiths are inferior. 

Christianity teaches that all forms of racism are wrong and that Christians should work 
to bring about racial harmony.  It teaches this because:  

o Jesus treated people of different races equally, like in the parable of The Good 
 Samaritan.  Jesus showed that races who hated each other (as did the 
Jews and Samaritans) should love each other as neighbours. 

o St Peter had a vision from God telling him that God has no favourites among the
 races. 

o St Paul said “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave or free, male or female, for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus.  (Galatians 3:28) 

o Many Christian Churches have members, ministers and priests of all different races 
and colours.   

 
 

Islam and Racial Harmony 

Muslims should promote racial harmony because: 

• The Qur’an teaches that God created the whole of humanity from one pair of humans 
so all races are equal. 

• Prophet Muhammad said “Every Muslim is a brother to every Muslim” 
• Islam itself has members of most ethnic groups 
• Islam teaches that Muslims form one brotherhood, Ummah 
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 Interfaith marriages could be a problem as some religions will not do this. 
 Upbringing of Children if two people are of different faiths, this can cause 

disagreements when deciding how to teach their child about faith. 

Ways in which to promote community cohesion in the United Kingdom  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building Community Cohesion through religious groups 

1. Different religions are beginning to work with other religions to try to discover 
what is the same in their religions.  Religions are united in a belief in a higher 
presence, something greater than themselves. 

2. Some religious groups are developing ways of helping interfaith marriages.  
There is a website www.interfaithmarriage.org.uk 

3. Religions are dealing with the bringing up of children- even in faith schools, 
children are taught about different faiths.  

4. The main way in which religions are trying to promote community cohesion is 
through working together in special groups.  

http://www.interfaithmarriage.org.uk/
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Media 

Are the media fair? 

• Issues faced are the media ability to 
remain unbiased 

• Some broadcasters only show one side 
of an event and often cover extreme 
elements of the story that do not give 
the viewer a full understanding of the 
event 

It is now easier to communicate our 
thoughts and ideas with others. We are 
able to see events happen all over the 
world almost at the same time they are 
happening.  

Advertising and racism 
Use of stereotypes in TV 
advertisements can reinforce racism 
and school bulling.  

Religious programmes deal with issues of 
conversion and community outreach – 
Songs of Praise.  

Radio broadcasts often deal with issues 
such as sex, sexuality and race relations.   

Events of everyday life are also 
portrayed for people’s 
entertainment. Many of these 
situations include reference to 
issues of relation or community 
cohesion.   

Documentary programmes investigate and 
report on controversial and topical issues 
such as terrorism, abortion, euthanasia, 
genetics and other medical issues.   

 
Panorama  

Vicar of Dibley deals 
with the topic of 
woman priests.   

Eastenders – Syed’s 
homosexuality  

The Simpsons 
show how the 
family deals with 
issues such as 
Marge’s Christian 
faith and a multi-
faith society.   You can use examples from: 

 Bend it like Beckham 

 Bruce Almighty 
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How is your revision going? Test yourself questions on section 4. 

• Give four reasons why the roles of women in society have changed. 
• Give four reasons why some Christians think that men and women are  not equal. 
• Give three reasons why some Christians that men and women are equal. 
• Give three reasons why some Muslims think that men and women are not equal. 
• Give three reasons why some Muslims think men and women are equal. 
• What is the main problem with living in a mulit-ethnic society? 
• What are the benefits of living in a multi-ethnic society? 
• Give three ways the government promotes community cohesion. 
• Give four reasons why racial harmony is important for Christians. 
• Give four reasons why racial harmony is important for Mulims. 
• What are the benefits of a multi-faith society? 
• What are the problems of living in a multi-faith society? 
• Give four ways in which the government promotes community cohesion. 

 
 
Unit 4 Checklist 

 
I know…  
Four reasons why the roles of women in society have changed  
Four reasons why Christians think that men and women are not equal  
Three reasons why Christians think that men and women are equal  
Three reasons why some Muslims think that men and women are not 
equal 

 

Three reasons why some Muslims think men and women are equal   

The main problem in a multi-ethnic society  
Three benefits of a mulit-ethnic society  
Three ways the government promotes community cohesion  
Four reasons why racial harmony is important for Christians  
Four reasons why racial harmony is important for Muslims  
Three benefits of a multi-faith society  
Three problems of living in a multi-faith society  
Four ways in which the government promotes community cohesion  
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Example questions 
 

 


