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Introduction 
 
At Ark William Parker Academy we believe in and promote the following key values: 
 
Bravery 
Responsibility 
Integrity 
Determination 
Grit 
Excellence 
 
These values capture the core of what all of us – staff, student, parents and carers – want for our 
school and wider community.  
 

• By caring about our standards, our approaches and all our daily interactions, we know that 
we can make positive and lasting differences to the lives of our young people. 

• We look to the values to inform our thinking, decisions and planning, and to ensure that 
everyone has the best opportunity to be happy and successful. 

• The booklet provides you with the core information you need about the curriculum, the 
ways we assess, how we track your son’s progress and how we report this to you.  

• We want to work in close partnership with you so that each student has all the necessary 
support and challenge at home and at school to thrive and embark on exciting and fulfilling 
lives. 

 
The Curriculum in Year 10 
 

• What are the aims of the curriculum? 
• To be broad and balanced 
• To support and develop every individual’s interests 
• To develop every child’s core academic skills 
• To develop every child’s wider life skills (e.g. Social Moral Spiritual and Cultural) to ensure 

rapid academic progression towards successful school-based and public qualifications. 
 
 
What does a typical week look like? 
 

• 50 one hour lessons( Fortnightly timetable) 
• Weekly Assemblies (Year Assembly, House Assembly or Senior Teacher Assembly) 
• House activities and competitions. 

 
What are the subjects and how much time is given to each? 
 

Subject Hours  per 
fortnight 

English 10 

Maths 10 

Science 9 

Triple Science 14 

Options 5 



 
 
How do we set targets? 
 
GCSE grades for English and Mathematics will be reported as per the government’s new  
numbered GCSE grading system from 1 – 9. 
 
They have indicated that a grade 5 will be recognised as a good GCSE pass. 
 
All other subjects will use the current grading system of A* - U. 
 

End of KS2 
Level 

New 
Equivalence 

End of KS4 
Target 

Old 
Equivalence 

3c or below 1 4/5 C 

3b and 3a 2 5 C/B 

4c 3 5 B- 

4b 4 5 B 

4a 5 6 B+ 

5c 6 7 A 

5b 7 8 A+ 

5a 8 9 A* 

6c+ 9 9 A* 

 
Other subjects will be graded as follows: 
 

End of KS2 level End of KS4 Target 

2c, 2b, 2a D/C 

3c, 3b, 3a C 

4c, 4b, 4a B 

5c, 5b, 5a A/A* 

6c+ A* 

 
 
 
 
 
 



How does the school track student progress? 
 
1.  Assessments 
Regular assessments within each subject designed to show the progress a student has made and 
the level achieved at the end of a key topic.  
  
2. Classwork and Homework 
Teachers continually assess within lessons and after set homework tasks. Students will have 
experience of marking their own work, the work of their peers and receiving direct feedback 
from the teacher. 
  
3. Mock Examinations 
Mock examinations taken in all subjects at beginning of Spring Term 2.  Results available at Parents 
Evening on 13 April 2016.  
 
How do we report progress to Parents? 
 
Parents receive three reports over the year:  

• Two interim reports - Autumn and Spring Terms  
• End of Year Report - Summer Term 

 
Core data within each report are:  

• Current Working at Grade 
• Predicted Grade 
• Target Grade 
• Homework  
• Effort 
• Behaviour 
• Attendance 
• There are written comments from each subject teacher in the End of Year Report. 

 
 
What equipment will my son need for school? 
 

• Each student should have an appropriate school bag that can hold books, folders and 
writing equipment. 

• Students must bring a reading book to school every day. 
• Students need pens, pencils, an eraser, ruler, protractor, calculator and a highlighter pen. 
• It is recommended that each student organises his own bag the evening before each 

working day. It is their responsibility to check the books and equipment required. 
• Exercise and textbooks should be kept in good condition. 
• We want students to take pride in their work – and this means it should be of high quality 

and well-presented at all times. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Year 10 Home Learning Timetable 2015-2016 

 
 

DAY WEEK 1 WEEK 2 

Monday 

Business /Economics 10C 
History 10C 

Art 
ICT 

Religious Education 
Geography 

Catering 
History 

Geography 

Tuesday 
Business/Economics 10A 

Catering 

Geography 
Biology 10S 
Sociology 

Wednesday 

Maths                                                       
History 

Geography 10C/Gg 
GCSE PE 
Science 

Maths 
Geography 10C/Gg 

History 
Physics 10A 

Science 

Thursday 

Graphic Design 
Business/Economics 10B                                                                          

French 
Spanish 

Product Design 
French 

Catering 
Science 

Friday 
English 
History 

Sociology 

 
English  
Spanish 

 
  



 
ART AND DESIGN   
 
Introduction 
 
The overriding aim of the Art curriculum is to develop an appreciation of Art and Design through 
discussion and responses to artists. We also develop student’s confidence by nurturing 
independent thinking especially when students are creating art work. We encourage students to 
try out new approaches and techniques this allows them to be much more creative and 
experimental.  
 
The Art department firmly believes in making links in the local and wider community, by having 
visiting artists, trips to galleries and public exhibitions. 
 
 
Key Concepts at Key Stage 4 
 
Year 10 and Year 11 students follow the AQA specification for GCSE. 
Students develop and demonstrate skills in a range of 2d/3d techniques. They will understand 
different approaches to art and design such as installation work and conceptual art. This will 
encourage independent thinking. 
During Key Stage 4 the main concepts that structure the curriculum include: 
 
• Research and exploration of artists and crafts people. 
• Experimenting with ideas and techniques. 
• Recording ideas creatively and through annotation. 
• Producing final responses to artists and craft people. 
 
Key Processes 
 
KS4 Programme of Study and Curriculum Content 
 

 Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn 
Term 

Unit One 
Natural World 
Students will record observations in a 
variety of 2d ways, pencil, and ink paint. 
Students will be introduced to artists who 
respond to the Natural world in a variety 
of ways. They will produce research and 
produce responses to the artists. 

Term  1 – 2 
 
 

Students will revisit their strongest unit 
to improve and refine. 
Making sure they are focusing on the 
specific Assessment Objectives that will 
give them a stronger grade. 

Spring 
Term 

Unit Two 
Journeys 
Students to develop a series of 
investigations within the theme exploring 
both 2d and 3d responses. Students to 
experiment with various ideas inspired and 
influenced by direct observation and 
related artists. 

EXTERNALLY SET PROJECT:  
8 WEEKS PRIOR TO EXAM- 40% of 
the final grade. 
Coursework final deadline: 
Art GCSE Exam week/ deadline: end of 
April. 

Summer 
Term 

Unit Three 
3D Workshops 
Inspired by Claus Oldenburg (Food) 
Two week sessions developing student’s 
skills in 3d. 

• Clay 
• Card construction 

 



 
Key Stage 4 Qualifications 
 
GCSE Art and Design 
Through the study of various units, students get to explore a variety of artists and techniques and 
they get the chance to develop their drawing and painting skills plus experience a range of 2 
dimensional processes such as print techniques like etching and photo screen printing.  
 
Key Stage 5 Qualifications 
 
A level Art Craft and Design 
Students will undertake a two year A level year course. Students will be introduced to a variety of 
experiences that explore a range of two-dimensional and/or three-dimensional media, processes 
and techniques. They should be made aware of both traditional and new media. 
Students will explore the use of drawing for different purposes, using a variety of methods and 
media on a variety of scales. Students may use sketchbooks/workbooks/journals to underpin their 
work where appropriate. 
 
Students will explore relevant images, artefacts and resources relating to a range of art, craft and 
design, from the past and from recent times, including European and non-European examples. 
This will be integral to the investigating and making processes. Students' responses to these 
examples must be shown through practical and critical activities that demonstrate their 
understanding of different styles, genres and traditions. 
 
Students will be aware of the four assessment objectives to be demonstrated in the context of 
the content and skills presented. They should be aware of the importance of process as well as 
product. 
 
Assessments 
 
Personal investigation – assessed 
96 marks 
60% of A Level 
Non-exam assessment (NEA) set and marked by the centre and moderated by AQA during a visit 
to the school. Visits will normally take place in June. 
 
Component 2: Externally set assignment 
 
Response to an externally set assignment 
Preparatory period + 15 hours supervised time 
96 marks 
40% of A-level 
Non-exam assessment (NEA) set by AQA, marked by the centre and moderated by AQA during 
a visit to the centre.  
 
AS Level Unit 1 - Course Portfolio: 
 
You are required to produce a portfolio of work for this unit. This will include work from direct 
observations, analysis of your own work and the work of others in contemporary, historical and 
cultural contexts. This will lead to a well-researched final outcome. Marks: 60% 
 
 

• Wire 
• Mod Rock 
• Plaster casting 

Experiments will be recording through 
photography and logged in books. 



 
Unit 2 - Controlled Assignment: Marks: 40% 
A2 Level - Unit 3: 
For this unit you are required to use personal starting point(s) to produce a major project that 
shows you working through a range of art and design experiences. You will include a personal 
study, related to your coursework theme, of between 1000 and 3000 words. Marks - 60% 
 
Unit 4 - Controlled Assignment: Marks: 40% 
 
Setting Arrangements and Curriculum Time 
 
Key Stage 4 

• Students in Year 10 and Year 11 are taught in mixed ability groups and over the two 
weeks of the school timetable and will have five 60 minute lessons 

Key Stage 5 
• Students in Year 12 and Year 13 are taught in mixed ability groups and over the two 

weeks of the school timetable and will have nine 60 minute lessons 
 
Home Learning 
 
Homework is set every two weeks, this will be on a hand out which will be stuck in the back of 
their books. With all the tasks for that term explained. Homework must always be completed to 
a high standard with care taken over spelling, punctuation, grammar and presentation of work. 
 
Useful Websites 

• http://www.tate.org.uk/         
• http://www.npg.org.uk/ 
• www.nationalgallery.org.uk/         
• Pinterest 

 
Career Possibilities 

• Graphic design 
• Architecture 
• Web designing 
• Fashion design  
• Advertising 
• Video game design  
• Illustration, animation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.tate.org.uk/
http://www.npg.org.uk/
http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/


BUSINESS & ECONOMICS DEPARTMENT 
 
Introduction 
 
The overriding aim of the Business and Economics curriculum is to prepare students for the 
world of work by learning skills for running a business, such as managing money, advertising and 
employing staff.  The Business and Economics department firmly believes in raising the 
achievement of all pupils, through a consistent, creative and innovative curriculum that enables 
pupils to grow personally and academically through an improved understanding of language and 
literature, shared culture and the wider world in which we live. 
 
Business 
 
The business world is constantly changing and during the course you will investigate actual 
businesses and gain an understanding of business finance. It is ‘applied’ because you use what you 
learn to understand the businesses you investigate.  The course is split into two units with the 
first an investigation into what business enterprise is all about, including how businesses are 
organised and how people are involved. It also looks at new issues such as ‘ethical’ and ‘green’ 
business. You will focus on one local and one national or international business. This is a research 
project which is completed in a computer room and then written up in three controlled 
assessments. 
 
The second unit focuses on how businesses record financial transactions, make payments and 
keep records of how they are doing. You will learn about balance sheets, profit and loss accounts 
and how to use these to understand business performance in a practical context. 
 
Key Concepts at Key Stage 4  
 
Year 10 and Year 11 students follow the Edexcel Applied Business specification for GCSE. 
Students develop and demonstrate skills in financial aspects of business, researching, literacy, team 
work, listening and investigation. 
 
During Key Stage 4 the main concepts that structure the curriculum include: 
 

• Business enterprise 
• Organisational structures 
• Stakeholders 
• Aims and Objectives 
• Business Ethics 
• Financial Documents 
• Methods of Payment 
• Profitability and liquidity. 

 
KS4 Programme of Study and Curriculum Content 
 
 Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn 
Term 

Aims and Objectives 
Meeting Aims and Objectives 
Business Comparisons 
Ethics 
Controlled Assessment 1 

Flow of financial Documents 
Business Payment methods and costs 
The nature of financial statements in 
business 
 
 



Spring Term Organisational Structures 
Functional Areas 
Business Communication 
Controlled Assessment 2 

The nature of financial statements in 
business 
The importance of financial statements to 
business 

Summer 
Term 

Stakeholders 
Conflict of Interest 
Customer Attraction and Retention 
Legislation 
Controlled Assessment 3 

Exam Revision 

 
Economics 
 
The course is split into two units that cover Personal Economics and Economic issues.  In the first 
unit it aims to equip candidates with the basic tools of the economist to help them understand 
their place in and contribution to the local, national and global economy as consumers, workers 
and citizens. They will be encouraged to investigate a range of contemporary issues, analysing the 
evidence from different perspectives so as to make reasoned judgements and informed decisions. 
This is broken into three key sections: Money, Work and The National and Global Economy. 
 
The second unit will further develop students understanding of economic concepts and theories 
studied in Unit 1. Candidates will apply these to a range of economic issues locally, nationally and 
globally. In the first section students will consider targets and policies the government may use to 
achieve its objectives. Students will consider fiscal, monetary and supply side policies within the 
context of the trade cycle. Candidates will consider the European Union and its effect on the UK 
Economy.  The second section focuses on current economic issues where two topics will be 
chosen for students to study in depth. One topic will be based on local, UK or EU issues and the 
other will relate to the global economy.  
 
Topics will be selected from the following: 

• environmental issues: causes, consequences and solutions 
• global warming and its effect on different economies and societies 
• globalisation: the benefits and drawbacks from an economic viewpoint and ethical issues 

with the  development of the world economy 
• developing economies: India and China – issues of growth and the impact on developed 

countries 
• underdevelopment: its causes and cures, focusing on least developed economies, eg sub-

Saharan Africa 
• dominant firms: impact on consumers and producers plus issues of control and regulation 
• poverty: disparities in living standards and the ethical issues that arise from the 

implications of choice for society 
 
Key Concepts at Key Stage 4  
 
Year 10 and Year 11 students follow the AQA Economics specification for GCSE. Students 
develop and demonstrate skills in teamwork, research, analysis, evaluation, interpretation, 
literacy, numeracy and money management. 
 
During Key Stage 4 the main concepts that structure the curriculum include: 

• Money 
• Work 
• The National and Global Economy 
• Managing the Economy 
• Current Economic Issues  

 
 



Key Processes 
 
KS4 Programme of Study and Curriculum Content 
 

 Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn Term Personal Lifecycle 

Making Decisions 
Choosing to Spend 
Choosing to Save 
Choosing to Borrow Money 
Managing your Money 

Economic objectives of the government 
Economy at work 
Role of the EU 
 
 

Spring Term Understanding the purpose and 
nature of work 
Understanding the reward for work 
Understanding the consequences of 
Unemployment 

Current Economic Investigation topics 
set by exam board 

Summer Term International Trade 
Exchange Rates 
The power of the consumer 
The impact of the global economy on 
work 

Exam Revision 

 
Key Stage 4 Qualifications 
 
GCSE Applied Business 
 
The business world is constantly changing and during the course you will investigate actual 
businesses and gain an understanding of business finance. It is ‘applied’ because you use what you 
learn to understand the businesses you investigate.  The course is split into two units with the 
first an investigation into what business enterprise is all about, including how businesses are 
organised and how people are involved. It also looks at new issues such as ‘ethical’ and ‘green’ 
business. You will focus on one local and one national or international business. This is a research 
project which is completed in a computer room and then written up in three controlled 
assessments. 
The second unit focuses on how businesses record financial transactions, make payments and 
keep records of how they are doing. You will learn about balance sheets, profit and loss accounts 
and how to use these to understand business performance in a practical context. 
 
GCSE Economics 
 
The course is split into two units that cover Personal Economics and Economic issues.  In the first 
unit it aims to equip candidates with the basic tools of the economist to help them understand 
their place in and contribution to the local, national and global economy as consumers, workers 
and citizens. They will be encouraged to investigate a range of contemporary issues, analysing the 
evidence from different perspectives so as to make reasoned judgements and informed decisions. 
 
This is broken into three key sections: Money, Work and The National and Global Economy. 
The second unit will further develop students understanding of economic concepts and theories 
studied in Unit 1. Candidates will apply these to a range of economic issues locally, nationally and 
globally. In the first section students will consider targets and policies the government may use to 
achieve its objectives. Students will consider fiscal, monetary and supply side policies within the 
context of the trade cycle. Candidates will consider the European Union and its effect on the UK 
Economy.  The second section focuses on current economic issues where two topics will be 



chosen for students to study in depth. One topic will be based on local, UK or EU issues and the 
other will relate to the global economy.  
 
Topics will be selected from the following: 
 
• environmental issues: causes, consequences and solutions 
• global warming and its effect on different economies and societies 
• globalisation: the benefits and drawbacks from an economic viewpoint and ethical issues with 

the  development of the world economy 
• developing economies: India and China – issues of growth and the impact on developed 

countries 
• underdevelopment: its causes and cures, focusing on least developed economies, eg sub-

Saharan Africa 
• dominant firms: impact on consumers and producers plus issues of control and regulation 
• poverty: disparities in living standards and the ethical issues that arise from the implications of 

choice for society 
 

Key Stage 5 Qualifications 
 
Cambridge Technical Business 
 
This course has been developed by the University of Cambridge and leading businesses to provide 
a work-focused course that gives hands-on practical experience and covers all the core business 
functions of planning, HR, Production and Marketing.  
 
The course provides a variety of learning structures with the ability to achieve up to 420 UCAS 
points which is equivalent to 3 A* A Levels.  
 
Assessment is internal and verified by external moderators. Students are provided with regular 
feedback from their teachers and will have opportunities to upgrade their work. Deadlines will be 
set for submission of the final draft of each unit.  
 
Over the course of TWO years students will be expected to complete either 6, 12 or 22 units of 
coursework. This will be equivalent to one, two or three A Levels. 
 
GCE Economics 
 
This challenging course is aimed at students with a minimum of 8 A/B’s at GCSE including English 
and maths. The course studies why the country becomes richer or poorer as well as a variety of 
market structures that are present in the modern world. Economics will look at production, 
consumption and transfer of wealth within the modern world and how this has changed through 
recent history. 
 
You will enjoy this course if you would like to: 
• develop an understanding of how business works in the real world 
• discover the problems and opportunities faced by local, national and international economies  
• Developing and understanding of government policies to manage the economy 
• Understand how and why businesses and markets fail 
• Understand how the pricing and nature of competition between firms is affected by the 

number and size of market participants. 
• Apply, analyse and evaluate economic models and assess policies which might be used to deal 

with economic problems. 



The course covers: 
• Theme 1:  Introduction to markets and market failure  
• Theme 2: The UK economy – performance and policies 
• Theme 3: Business behaviour and the labour market  
• Theme 4: A global perspective 
 
Setting Arrangements and Curriculum Time 
 
Key Stage 4 

• Students in Year 10 and Year 11 are taught in mixed ability groups and over the two 
weeks of the school timetable and will have five 60 minute lessons in year 10 and six 60 
minute lessons in year 11. 

 
Key Stage 5 

• Students in Year 12 and Year 13 are taught in mixed ability groups and over the two 
weeks of the school timetable and will have nine 60 minute lessons. 

 
Home Learning 
 
Homework is set once per fortnight. 
Homework must always be completed to a high standard with care taken over spelling, 
punctuation, grammar and presentation of work. 
 
 
Useful Websites 
 
www.tutor2u.net 
www.edexcel.com 
www.aqa.com 
www.businessstudiesonline.org 
 
Career Possibilities 
 
This course can lead to careers in: 
 

• Management 
• Industry 
• Research 
• Stock Broking 
• Marketing 
• Sales 
• Finance 
• Accountancy 
• Starting your own business 
• Personnel Management 

 
 
 
 
 
   

  

http://www.tutor2u.net/
http://www.edexcel.com/
http://www.aqa.com/
http://www.businessstudiesonline.org/


 
DESIGN TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT 
 
Introduction 
 
The overriding aim of the Design and Technology curriculum is to teach students to use 
technology and to apply the principles to everyday life whether it is nutrition and healthy 
eating or practical skills for understanding how electronic components work. During key 
stage 3 pupils use a wide range of materials to design and make products. They work out 
their ideas with precision, taking into account how products will be used, who will use them, 
how much they cost and their appearance. They develop their understanding of designing and 
making by investigating products and finding out about the work of professional designers 
and manufacturing industry. They use computers, including computer-aided design and 
manufacture (CAD/CAM) and control software, as an integral part of designing and making. 
 
 
Key Stage 4 Qualifications  
 
Year 10 and Year 11 students follow the WJEC specification for GCSE (CATERING), AQA 
Graphic Products and Product Design.  
 
Design and Technology is a practical subject area which requires the application of 
knowledge and understanding when developing ideas, planning, producing products and 
evaluating them. The distinction between Designing and Making is a convenient one to make, 
but in practice the two often merge.  
 
Students will be provided with opportunities to develop interdisciplinary skills, a range of key 
skills and their capacity for imaginative, innovative thinking, creativity and independence. This 
course offers valuable preparation for those who want to enter the world of work and make 
informed decisions about further learning opportunities and career choices.  
 
The course encourages investigation and the study of catering in a variety of contexts. In 
these contexts the candidates are given opportunities to acquire competence, capability and 
critical skill through the creation, implementation, use and evaluation of a range of resources. 
 
Key Processes 
 
Food - Key Stage 4 the main concepts and structure the curriculum include: 
 
Areas of study 

• The industry – food and drink 
• Job roles, employment opportunities and relevant training 
• Health, safety and hygiene 
• Food preparation, cooking and presentation. 
• Nutrition and menu planning 
• Costing and portion control 
• Specialist equipment 
• Communication and record keeping 
• Environmental considerations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
Food KS4 Programme of Study and Curriculum Content 
 

 Year 10 Year 11 

Autumn 
Term 

• Job roles, employment 
opportunities and relevant 
training 

• Health, safety and hygiene 
• Food preparation, cooking 

and presentation. 
 

• Food preparation, cooking 
and presentation. 

• Specialist equipment 
• Nutrition and menu 

planning 
• Food preparation, cooking 

and presentation. 
• Controlled assessment 

preparation.  
Spring 
Term 

• Food preparation, cooking 
and presentation. 

• The industry – food and 
drink 

• Nutrition and menu planning 
• Costing and portion control 
• Controlled assessment 

preparation. 

• Food preparation, cooking 
and presentation. 

• Controlled assessment and 
practical exam  

• Revision preparation for 
written exam.  

Summer 
Term 

• Food preparation, cooking 
and presentation. 

• Controlled assessment and 
practical exam.  

• Communication and record 
keeping 

• Environmental considerations 

 

 
 
Key Processes 
 
Graphic Products and Product Design - Key Stage 4 the main concepts and structure the 
curriculum include: 

• Materials and Components 
• Design and Market Influences 
• Health, safety and hygiene 
• Design in Practice 
• Design in the Human Context 
• Ethical, Environmental and Sustainability Issues 
• Processes and Manufacture 
• Industrial and Commercial Practice 

 
Key Stage 4 Qualifications  
 
 

Year 10      Year 11 
Autumn 
Term 

• Project Brief – Pewter Casting 
• Development of design ideas 
• Costing 
• Tools and equipment 

• Design Brief  
• Market Research 
• Analysis 
• Design Ideas 



• Manufacturing over time 
• Moulds, Jigs and Casting 
• Laser Cutting 
• Scales of production 
• Quality Assurance 
• Quality Control 
• Final Make 
• Evaluation 

• Development of Design  
Ideas 

• Presentation of Design  
• Proposal Modelling using 

Computer Aided Design 
• Manufacturing Processes 
• Quality Assurance  
• Quality Control 
• Final Make  

Spring 
Term 

• Project Brief – Happy Meal 
and Free Promotional Toys 

• Disassembly of existing 
products 

• Isometric Drawing 
• Design Ideas 
• Aesthetes 
• Branding 
• Computer Aided Design 
• Slot Toys 
• The Life Cycle of Plastics 
• Computer Aided Manufacture 
• Final Make 
• Evaluation 

• Making diary 
• Testing  
• Evaluation 
• Revision preparation for 

written exam 

Summer 
Term 

• Brompton Bicycles 
• Brompton’s USP & philosophy 
• Target market 
• Functionality 
• Ideas 
• Specification 
• Gantt Charts  
• Modelling 
• Identify Design Problems 
• Materials 
• Final Make 
• Evaluation 

 

 
Setting Arrangements and Curriculum Time 
 
Key Stage 4 
Students in Year 10 and Year 11 are taught in mixed ability groups and over the two weeks 
of the school timetable and will have five 60 minute lessons.  
 
Home Learning 
Homework is set fortnightly. Homework must always be completed to a high standard with 
care taken over spelling, punctuation, grammar and presentation of work. 
 
Useful Websites 
http://www.technologystudent.com 
http://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/index.aspx 
http://www.nutrition.org.uk/  
http://www.instructables.com/ 
www.sda-uk.org 
www.stepin.org 
www.PaperToys.com 
www.robot.org.uk 

http://www.technologystudent.com/
http://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/index.aspx
http://www.nutrition.org.uk/
http://www.instructables.com/
http://www.sda-uk.org/
http://www.stepin.org/
http://www.papertoys.com/
http://www.robot.org.uk/


www.DesignandTech.com 
www.school-electronics.co.uk 
www.collect-online.com 
www.DesignandTechnologyOnline.com 
 
Career Possibilities 
Animator 
Chef or cook 
Catering Co-ordinator/Catering Sales Manager 
Ceramics designer 
Community arts worker 
Exhibition designer 
Event manager 
Fashion designer 
Front of House Staff 
Food Industry 
Fine artist 
Furniture conservator/restorer 
Furniture designer 
Glass blower/designer 
Graphic designer 
Illustrator 
International Agencies (World Health Organization (WHO) 
Industrial/product designer 
Interior and spatial designer 
Jewellery designer 
Make-up artist 
Medical illustrator 
Museum/gallery conservator 
Photographer 
Press photographer 
Printmaker 
Production designer; theatre/television/film 
Textile designer 
Web designer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.designandtech.com/
http://www.school-electronics.co.uk/
http://www.collect-online.com/
http://www.designandtechnologyonline.com/


 
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
 
Introduction 
 
The overriding aim of the English curriculum is to promote high standards of language and 
literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written language, and 
to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. 
 
The English department firmly believes in planning high quality lessons that will teach pupils 
to speak and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others, 
and through their reading and listening, others can communicate with them. Through reading 
in particular, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially 
and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key role in such development. Reading also 
enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know. All the 
skills of language are essential to participating fully as a member of society. 
 
Key Concepts at Key Stage 4 
 
Year 10 students will be studying AQA English Language GCSE and Edexcel English 
Literature GCSE.  Students develop and demonstrate skills in analysing the writers’ use of 
language in both fiction and non-fiction texts; writing for different purposes and audiences; 
writing with technical accuracy; speaking and listening. 
 
During Key Stage 4 the main concepts that structure the curriculum include: 
• Students will become critical readers of fiction and non-fiction prose, poetry and drama 
• Students will connect ideas, themes and issues, drawing on a range of texts 
• Students will explore how texts from different cultures and traditions may reflect or 

influence values, assumptions and sense of identity 
• Students will demonstrate skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing necessary to 

communicate with others confidently, effectively, precisely and appropriately 
• Students will learn to express themselves creatively and imaginatively 
 
Key Processes 
 
KS4 Programme of Study and Curriculum Content 
 
Key Stage 4 Qualifications 
 
GCSE English Language 
Students are assessed through two examinations at the end of year 11. The marks for both 
papers are split 50/50 for reading and writing. Each exam is 1hour 45 minutes. 
There is also a speaking and listening element to the GCSE, this carries no marks towards 
their final grades, but is a vital part for students as it will help to develop their 
communication skills. 
 In paper 1 students will be asked to analyse one 20th/21st Century Literary Fiction text and 
then write either a description or narrative based on a prompt linked to the reading extract. 
 
In paper 2 students will be asked to analyse and compare two literary non-fiction texts from 
the 19th and 20th/21st Century for the reading section, then for the writing they will be asked 
to present a particular viewpoint. 
 
 
 
 
 



GCSE English Literature 
Students are assessed through two examinations at the end of year 11. Both papers are 
weighted 50/50 of the overall grade. 
In paper 1 students are responding to a Shakespeare play: a two-part question, with the first 
task focused on an extract of approximately 30 lines. The second task is focused on how a 
theme reflected in the extract is explored elsewhere in the play. In section B – Post-1914 
British play or novel: ONE essay question. At Ark William Parker we will be studying 
Macbeth and Blood Brothers for this exam. This exam is 1 hour and 45 minutes. 
 
In paper 2, Section A – students will study a 19th-century novel. This is a two part question, 
with the first part focussed on an extract of approximately 400 words. The second part is an 
essay question exploring the whole text. In section B – Part 1 students will answer ONE 
question comparing a named poem from the Pearson Poetry Anthology collection to another 
poem from that collection. The named poem will be shown in the question paper. Part 2: 
ONE question comparing two unseen contemporary poems. For this exam students at Ark 
William Parker will be studying Jekyll and Hyde. This exam is 2hours and 15 minutes. 

 
 
 
 
Key Stage 5 Qualifications 
 
A level English Literature 
 
The A level English Literature course provides ample opportunity for students to read, 
discuss and analyse a variety of texts from three main genres: prose, drama and poetry. 
During the course, students will not only develop as independent, confident and reflective 
readers, but they will also make comparisons and connections between a wide range of 
texts, taking account of the social, cultural and historical factors which influenced them. The 
A level English Literature course comprises of coursework and exams. 
 
A-level English Language and Literature 
 
In addition to the study of literature (outlined above), the A level English Language and 
Literature course incorporates the study of linguistic concepts and key features of 
frameworks for the study of spoken and written language. Analysis will relate to speech 
sounds and intonation patterns, the origins and development of words, the rules of 
convention and grammar, and ways of constructing and interpreting meaning in English. The 
A level English Language and Literature course comprises of coursework and exams. 
 
Setting Arrangements and Curriculum Time 
 



Key Stage 4 
• Students in Year 10 and Year 11 are taught in ability groups and over the two weeks of 

the school timetable and will have nine 60 minute lessons 
 
Key Stage 5 
• Students in Year 12 and Year 13 are taught in mixed ability groups and over the two 

weeks of the school timetable and will have nine 60 minute lessons 
 
Home Learning 
Homework is set on a Friday in English.  
Homework must always be completed to a high standard with care taken over spelling, 
punctuation, grammar and presentation of work. 
 
 
 
Useful Websites 

• BBC Bitesize 
• English Biz 
• Spark Notes  

 
 
Career Possibilities 
Most Level 3 courses require a C grade in English Language.  
A qualification in English Language is essential for all careers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT 
 
Introduction 
 
The overriding aim of the Geography curriculum is to inspire in pupils a curiosity and 
fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their 
lives. 
 
The Geography department firmly believes that teaching should equip pupils with knowledge 
about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with 
a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes.  We also believe that 
geographical skills should be taught as an integral part of the lessons. 
 
Key Concepts at Key Stage 4 
 
Year 10 & Year 11 students follow the AQA specification A for GCSE. 
 
Students develop and demonstrate skills in photo annotation, OS map skills, graph 
interpretation, production of different graphs, sketch maps, field sketches, atlas work, to 
include choropleth maps, use of data, and research skills. 

 
During Key Stage 4 the main concepts that structure the curriculum include: 
 
• place 
• space 
• scale 
• interdependence 
• physical and human processes 
• environmental interaction and sustainable development 
• physical and human processes 
• cultural understanding and diversity. 
 
Key Processes 
 
KS4 Programme of Study and Curriculum Content 
 

 Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn Term Population 

Coasts 
Controlled assessment 
Rivers Development 

Spring Term Coasts 
Glaciation 

Plate tectonics revision 

Summer Term Controlled assessment Revision 

 
 
Key Stage 5 Qualifications 
 
A level Geography 
 
Contemporary geography is a subject which explicitly engages with the relationship of human 
populations to each other over space and time and their relationship with their physical 
environment at a variety of scales from the local to the global.  You will study the following 
topics: 



 
First year: 
Rivers, floods and management 
Population change 
Coastal environments 
In the second year you will study select three topics: at least one from the physical options 
and at least one from the human options. 
 
Optional physical topics: 
Plate tectonics and associated hazards 
Weather and climate and associated hazards 
Ecosystems: change and challenge 
 
Optional Human topics: 
World cities 
Development and globalisation 
Contemporary conflicts and challenges 
 
Setting Arrangements and Curriculum Time 
Key Stage 4 
• Students in Year 10 and Year 11 are taught in ability groups and over the two weeks of 

the school timetable and will have eight 60 minute lessons 
Key Stage 5 
• Students in Year 12 and Year 13 are taught in mixed ability groups and over the two 

weeks of the school timetable and will have nine 60 minute lessons 
 
Home Learning 
Homework is set fortnightly at KS3 and weekly at KS4. 
Homework must always be completed to a high standard with care taken over spelling, 
punctuation, grammar and presentation of work. 
 
Useful Websites 
WJEC Geography A website ~  http://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/geography/geography-
gcse/geography-a-gcse.html 
S-Cool Geography   ~   http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/geography 
BBC Bitesize  ~  http://www.bbc.co.uk/education 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/11_16/site/geography.shtml 
 
Career Possibilities 

• Cartographer 
• Commercial/residential surveyor 
• Environmental consultant 
• Geographical information systems officer 
• Planning and development surveyor 
• Secondary school teacher 
• Town Planner/Transport Planner 
• International aid/development worker 
• Logistics and distribution manager 
• Market researcher 
• Nature conservation officer 
• Tourism officer 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/geography/geography-gcse/geography-a-gcse.html
http://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/geography/geography-gcse/geography-a-gcse.html
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/geography
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/11_16/site/geography.shtml
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/cartographer.htm
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/commercial_residential_surveyor.htm
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/environmental_consultant.htm
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/geographical_information_systems_officer.htm
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/planning_and_development_surveyor.htm
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/secondary_school_teacher.htm
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/town_planner.htm
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/international_aid_development_worker.htm
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/logistics_and_distribution_manager.htm
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/market_researcher.htm
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/nature_conservation_officer.htm
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/tourism_officer.htm


 
HISTORY DEPARTMENT 
 
Introduction  
 
Pupils should extend and deepen their chronologically secure knowledge and understanding 
of British, local and world history, so that it provides a well-informed context for wider 
learning.  Pupils should identify significant events, make connections, draw contrasts and 
analyse trends within periods and over long periods of time. They should use historical terms 
and concepts in increasingly sophisticated ways.  They should understand how different types 
of historical sources are tested to make historical claims and show how and why contrasting 
arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed. 

 
Key Processes 
 
KS4 Programme of Study and Curriculum Content 
 
 Year 10 Year 11 

Autumn Term International relations 
1918-1939 

International relations 
1939-1945 

Spring Term British society 1900-
1918 

USA- Land of 
Freedom 1945-1989 

Summer Term Controlled 
Assessment 

Revision 

 
Key Stage 4 Qualifications 
 
This qualification is worth One GCSE 
Qualifications in this subject are graded:- A*-U 
 
Key Stage 5 Qualifications 
 
A level History 
 
The A level History course provides ample opportunity for students to study four depth 
studies over a two year period including as appropriate key ideas and perspectives (e.g social, 
economic, ideological, or different groups or classes in society or of different groups or 
classes in society or different views of the period). There will also be opportunities for 
students to engage with a range of primary sources, to analyse and evaluate them and assess 
their value to a historian studying a particular event, development or issue.  The A level 
course comprises of an independent historical enquiry covering 100 years and exams. 
 
Setting Arrangements and Curriculum Time 
 
Key Stage 4 
• Students in Year 10 and Year 11 are taught in ability groups and over the two weeks of 

the school timetable and will have five 60 minute lessons 
 
Key Stage 5 
• Students in Year 12 and Year 13 are taught in mixed ability groups and over the two 



weeks of the school timetable and will have nine 60 minute lessons 
 
Home Learning 
 
Homework is set every fortnight at KS 3 and once a week at KS 4. 
Homework must always be completed to a high standard with care taken over spelling, 
punctuation, grammar and presentation of work. 
 
Useful Websites 
 

• Bite size 
• www.nationalarchives.gov.uk-education-Britain 1906-1918 
• www.mrallspophistory.com/revision/revision 

 
Career Possibilities 
 

• Law 
• Journalism 
• Local government 
• Media 
• Film Studies 
• History of Art 
• Anthropologists 
• Archaeology 
• Conservation and environmental work 
• Social Sciences 
• Aid Work 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mrallspophistory.com/revision/revision


 
ICT DEPARTMENT 
 
Introduction 
 
The course is designed to enable students to: 
 
• become independent and discerning users of ICT, able to make informed decisions about 

its use and aware of its implications for individuals, organisations and society 
• acquire and apply creative and technical skills, knowledge and understanding of ICT in a 

range of contexts 
• develop ICT-based solutions to solve problems 
• develop their understanding of current and emerging technologies and their social and 

commercial impact 
• develop their understanding of the legal, social, economic, ethical and environmental 

issues raised by ICT 
• recognise potential risks when using ICT, and develop safe, secure and responsible 

practice 
• develop the skills to work collaboratively 
• evaluate ICT-based solutions. 
 

 
Key Processes 
 
KS4 Programme of Study and Curriculum Content 
 
 Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn 
Term 

Theory including: 
• ICT systems  
• Hardware/Software 
• Presenting information 
• Data management 
• Data handling software 

Coursework  
• B064 – Creative use of ICT 

 
Theory including: 

• Information knowledge 
based systems (IKBS) and 
expert systems 

• Exchanging information 
 

Spring 
Term 

Theory including: 
• Keeping data safe and 

secure 
• Communications 

 
Coursework  

• B062 – Practical 
Applications  

Theory including: 
• Legal, social, ethical and 

environmental issues when 
using ICT within context 

• Managing data/keeping data 
safe and secure when using 
ICT within a given context 

• Current and emerging 
technologies 

 
Summer 
Term 

Theory including: 
• How ICT systems are 

used 
• Monitoring, measurement 

and control technology 
• ICT and modern living 
• Networks 
• Troubleshooting  
• Project planning 

Revision  



Assessments 
 
The course comprises four units: 
 
Written Papers (40% of total grade) 
B061 – One hour written paper worth 20% 
B063 – One hour written paper based on pre-release material worth 20% 
 
Controlled assessment (60% of total grade) 
B062 – Practical application, eg spreadsheet worth 30% 
B064 – Creative use of ICT, eg, website worth 30% 
 
Please not that students may replace B064 with B065 if they wish to identify a potential 
coded solution to a problem and solve using basic programming techniques. 
 
 
Key Stage 4 Qualifications 
 
GCSE Information Technology 
 
This carefully planned course gives students a real, in-depth understanding of how computer 
technology works. It offers an insight into what goes on ‘behind the scenes’, including 
computer programming, which many students find absorbing. 
 
Key Stage 5 Qualifications 
 
A level Computing 
 
Setting Arrangements and Curriculum Time 
 
Key Stage 4 

• Students that opt for ICT in Year 10 and Year 11 are taught in mixed ability groups 
and over the two weeks of the school timetable and will have five 60 minute lessons. 

 
 
Home Learning 
 
Homework is set weekly for KS4 students and is predominantly GCSE questions in order to 
fully prepare students for the final exam.  Homework must always be completed to a high 
standard with care taken over spelling, punctuation, grammar and presentation of work. 
 
 
Useful Websites 
 
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/by-subject/ict 
http://www.bbcbitesize/GCSE/ICT 
http://teachICT.com 
 
Career Possibilities 
 
Studying computing opens the door to a wide range of careers both with IT companies and those 
who use computers in industry, commerce, government service and education. Roles span technical 
innovation, management, analysis, consultancy, training and research. Employers range from small 
companies to large multinationals with much scope for work and travel abroad. As computers are 
applied to new application areas, opportunities for students with the right kind of specialist 
knowledge will become increasingly available too. 

http://www.bbcbitesize/GCSE/ICT


 
MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT 
 
Introduction 
 
The overriding aim of the mathematics curriculum is to contribute to the school curriculum 
by developing pupils’ abilities to calculate; to reason logically, algebraically, and geometrically; 
to solve problems and to handle data. Mathematics is important for pupils in many other 
areas of study particularly Science and Technology. It is also important in everyday living, in 
many forms of employment, and in public decision-making. As a subject in its own right, 
Mathematics presents frequent opportunities for creativity, and can stimulate moments of 
pleasure and wonder when a problem is solved for the first time, or a more elegant solution 
to a problem is discovered. 
 
The Mathematics department firmly believes in  

• Setting challenging targets with high expectations for all pupils. 
• Offering a variety of approaches to teaching and learning to engage and motivate 

pupils and demand their active participation. 
• Smoothing the transition for pupils between Key Stages and ensure progression in 

teaching and learning throughout their time at School. 
• Exploring enrichment opportunities outside the curriculum to enhance pupils’ 

enjoyment of mathematics. 
 
Objectives 
 
At the end of his mathematical education in this school, each pupil will be able: 

• To perform basic numeracy skills 
• To perform the basic mathematical skills needed in his chosen career or for entry to 

higher or further mathematical education 
• To understand mathematics likely to be encountered in daily adult life 
• To reason clearly and logically, and to set out a rational argument 
• To identify patterns encountered in diverse situations and to extrapolate from these 
• To approach problems systematically, choosing appropriate techniques for their 

solution 
• To follow logical instructions clearly expressed 
• To experience satisfaction in the enjoyment of his mathematical achievements 
• To obtain any formal mathematical qualifications needed for his chosen career 

 
Key Concepts at Key Stage 4 
 
Year 10 and Year 11 students follow the Edexcel Linear specification for GCSE. 
Students develop and demonstrate the following skills: 
 
• Acquire and use problem-solving strategies. 
• Select and apply mathematical techniques and methods in mathematical, every day and 

real-world situations 
• Reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions 
• Interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms appropriate to 

the information and context 
 
During Key Stage 4 the main concepts that structure the curriculum include: 
 
• Develop knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts, 

including 
o Number 
o Algebra 



o Geometry 
o Measures 
o Statistics 
o Probability 

• Use their knowledge and understanding to make connections between mathematical 
concepts 

• Apply the functional elements in everyday and real-life situations. 
 
Key Processes 
 
KS4 Programme of Study and Curriculum Content 
 
 Year 10 Maths Mastery 
Autumn Term 
Number/ 
Geometry 

Review useful for each unit: 
• Calculate with fractions 
• Convert and solve 

problems with fractions 
and percentages 

• Review indices 
• Ratio notation, links to 

vulgar fractions, 
decimals and 
percentages 

• Reflection, rotation and 
translation 

• Pythagoras’ theorem 
 
All assessed on this specific KS4 
content: 

• Calculations with and 
rules of indices 

• Calculations with 
standard form 

• Compound interest 
• Growth and decay 
• Standard non-linear 

sequences 
• Enlargement 
• Similar shapes 
• Bearings 
• Trigonometry in right 

angles triangles 

Highest attaining students assess 
on following which will provide 
good preparation for KS5: 

• Recurrence relations 
• Surds 
• Recurring decimals 
• Fractional indices 
• Quadratic sequences 
• Negative scale factors 

of enlargement 
• 3-D trigonometry and 

Pythagoras’ theorem 
• Combine 

transformations 

Spring Term 
Reasoning/ 
Geometry & 
Number 

Review useful for each unit: 
• Algebraic notation and 

substitution, including 
kinematics formulae 

• Congruence  
• Straight-line graphs 
• Equations and 

inequalities 
• Rearranging formulae 
• Decimal calculations 

and rounding 
• Units 
• Area and perimeter of 

Highest attaining students assess 
on following which will provide 
good: 

• Vector proofs 
• Trigonometry graphs 
• Equations of 

perpendicular lines 
• Further inequalities 
• Similar areas and 

volumes 
• Upper and lower 

bounds 
• Trigonometry in all 



plane shapes, including 
composite shapes 

• Angle rules 
 
All assessed on this specific KS4 
content: 

• Algebraic arguments 
• Loci 
• Key angle and shape 

facts 
• Coordinates (including 

midpoints problems) 
• Equations of parallel & 

perpendicular lines 
• Vectors 
• Properties of 3-D 

shapes; their plans and 
elevations 

• Estimation 
• Surface area and 

volume of pyramids, 
cones and spheres 
(including exact 
answers) 

• Angle proofs 
• Limits of accuracy 

triangles 

Summer Term 
Sampling & 
Probability/ 
Applications of 
Algebra 

Review useful for each unit: 
• Sample spaces 
• The probability scale  
• Vulgar fractions, 

decimals and 
percentages 

• Real-life graphs 
• Deriving and using 

expressions, formulae 
and equations 

 
All assessed on this specific KS4 
content: 

• Populations and samples 
• Theoretical and 

experimental 
probability 

• Listing 
• Set notation 
• Venn diagrams 
• Combined events, 

including tree diagrams 
• Expand and factorise 

binomials 
• Quadratic equations 
• Cubic and reciprocal 

graphs 
• Simultaneous equations 
• Graphical solutions of 

Highest attaining students assess 
on following which will provide 
good: 

• Conditional probability 
• Exponential graphs 
• Complete the square; 

quadratic formula 
• Quadratic inequalities 
• Algebraic fractions 



equations 

 
 Year 11 

Foundation Higher 
Autumn Term 
(New Teaching) 

Number Module 2 
Building on Number Skills from 
Y10’s leading to reciprocals and 
powers. 
 
Shape and Space Module 3 
Transformations 
 
Shape and Space Module 4 
Pythagoras  
 
 

Number Module 2 
Building on Number Skills from 
Y10’s 
Leading to calculating with surds 
 
Shape and Space Module 3 
Transformations 
 
Shape and Space Module 4 
Pythagoras and Trigonometry 
 

Spring Term 
(New Teaching) 

Data Handling Module 2 
 Probability 
 
Algebra Module 2 
Graphs and Equations leading to 
drawing a quadratic equation. 
 
Data Handling Module 3  
Representing data leading to 
scatter graphs 
 
 
 

Algebra Module 2 
Graphs and Equations leading to 
Transforming graphs. 
 
Data Handling Module 2  
Probability 
 
Algebra Module 3 
Vectors 
 
Data Handling Module 3 
Representing data leading to 
histograms with unequal bars 
 
Shape and Space Module 5 
Circle Theorems 

Summer Term 
(New Teaching) 

REVIEW AND REFLECTING. 
Exam practise. 

REVIEW AND REFLECTING. 
Exam practise. 

 
 
Key Stage 4 Qualifications 
 
GCSE Mathematics 
 
The current Year 11 students will sit two papers, one a non-calculator the other a calculator. 
They are assessed on all aspect of the specification. There are two tiers of entry: 
• Foundation (grades G – C) 
• Higher (D – A*).  

 
Students follow the Edexcel Linear Mathematics qualification (IMA0). 
 
Our current Year 10 students will follow the new specification for the Edexcel Mathematics 
qualification (IMAI). They will sit 3 papers each lasting 1 hr 30minutes. For both foundation 
and higher, paper 1 will be non-calculator, Papers 2 and 3 will require a calculator. Grades 
will be awarded on a nine-grade scale from 9-1, where 9 is the highest grade. 



 
 
Key Stage 5 Qualifications 
 
A/S Level Mathematics 
 
In Year 12 students take three modules, Core Pure 1, Core Pure 2 and Statistics 1. C1 builds 
upon GCSE Mathematics and Calculus is introduced. C2 extends Calculus, Algebra and 
introduces Trigonometry. S1 builds upon Data Handling within GCSE Mathematics and 
introduces both Discrete Random Variables and the Normal Distribution. 
 
A Level Mathematics 
 
In year 13 students take three modules:- Core Pure 3, Core Pure 4 and Decision 
Mathematics 1 to complete the six modules that forms the whole A2 course. In C3 
differentiation and functions are the two key areas of the module. In C4 the work on 
Integration is extended and the key topics of differential equations and vectors are 
introduced. 
 
A-level Further Mathematics 
 
Further Mathematics is available at both AS and A2 Level. These courses are designed for the 
very best mathematicians. The AS level course introduces Mechanics through the M1 and M2 
modules and is completed by a Further Pure 1 module. The full A2 is completed by taking 
Decision Mathematics2, Statistics 2 and Further Pure Mathematics 2. 
 
Students follow the Edexcel A level syllabi and all modules have an equal weighting in each 
qualification. 
 
Setting Arrangements and Curriculum Time 
 
Key Stage 4 

• Students in Year 10 and Year 11 are taught in ability groups and over the two weeks 
of the school timetable and will have eight 60 minute lessons 

 
Key Stage 5 

• Students in Year 12 and Year 13 are taught in mixed ability groups and over the two 
weeks of the school timetable and will have ten 60 minute lessons 

 
Home Learning 
 
The Homework timetable in Mathematics is  
Homework must always be completed to a high standard with care taken over both the 
presentation of work and the explanation as to how final answers are arrived at. Students 
may be given My Maths homework through the internet; students will need their login and 
passwords to access their homework.  
 
The school login is WPSC and the password is seventh. 
 
Useful Websites 
 

www.mymaths.co.uk 
www.mathsisfun.com 
www.waldomaths.com 
www.coolmath.com 
www.counton.org/games 
www.multiplication.com/interactive_games.htm 

http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.mathsisfun.com/
http://www.waldomaths.com/
http://www.coolmath.com/
http://www.counton.org/games
http://www.multiplication.com/interactive_games.htm


www.mathrevision.net 
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/maths 
www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/ 

 
Career Possibilities 
 

• Accounting 
• Banking  
• Financial Consultancy 
• Surveying 
• Medicine including Nursing 
• Teaching  
• Architecture  
• Defence and the Military 
• IT and Computing  
• Engineering and Insurance Actuaries 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mathrevision.net/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/maths
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/


 
 
MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
 
Introduction 
 
Our aim is to encourage as many students as possible to develop their musical skills. We 
encourage students to perform and compose, whilst also being able to analyse music and develop 
their work. Music is a practical subject which is intended to be fun and engaging for everyone.  
 
We endeavour to offer a broad range of musical experiences to students, building confidence in 
performing and hopefully giving them life-long musical memories. Whilst our lessons and 
enrichment programme are always inclusive, we also offer further opportunities for our gifted and 
talented students to extend their skills.  
 
Facilities 
 
In the Music department there are two brand new classrooms, equipped with keyboards, guitars, 
ukuleles and percussion. One of the classrooms has a full state of the art suite of iMacs running 
Logic X and Sibelius. Within the department we also have three rehearsal rooms, 3 drum kits, 2 
electric drum kits and a fully equipped recording studio. The department also benefits from a 30-
piece Samba kit and a class set of Djembes. Rehearsal rooms can be booked out at lunch and 
after school for students to practice and rehearse. 
 
Enrichment clubs: 
 

• Samba Club 
• Music Technology 
• Blues and Jazz 
• Folk Jam Sessions 
• A Cappella Boys’ Vocal Group 
• Rock Club 
• House Band 

 
 
Key Concepts at Key Stage 4 
 
Year 10 and Year 11 students follow the AQA specification for GCSE 
 
Music is available as an option subject at Key Stage 4. The GCSE gives students the opportunity to 
develop skills in ensemble/individual work, as well as broadening their musical vocabulary. The 
Music GCSE focuses on performing, composing and listening whilst preparing students for the 
study of Music at A-level or BTEC. GCSE music looks at a wide range of musical styles and genres 
(Rock, Indian, African, Blues, Classical, etc.). 
 
Throughout the course students will be performing/composing using many different instruments, 
as well as professional studio quality equipment (iMac’s, Logic, in house recording studio, Sibelius 
etc.).    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 Year 10 Year 11 

Autumn Term Free composition  
Listening 

Composition with a strand 

Spring Term Listening and appraising 
 

Solo performance 
 Revision 

Summer Term Ensemble performance Revision 

 
KS4 Programme of Study and Curriculum Content 
 
Key Stage 4 Qualifications 
 
GCSE Music A*-G grades 
 
Key Stage 5 Qualifications 
 
BTEC Music (Performing) 
 
This course builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills that students may have developed 
through the study of GCSE Music. It is designed to support a course of study, which is suitable for 
students from any musical background. 
 
Students will study seven units: Music performing techniques, solo music performance skills, 
working and developing as a musical ensemble, aural perception skills, composing music, 
improvising music and a special subject investigation. 
 
Students should acquire knowledge and understanding of: 

• Composing using a wide range of musical genre’s to fit musical briefs 
• Develop skills in listening, by recognising musical idiosyncrasy’s 
• Learning how to work in an ensemble 
• Recall, select and deploy specified musical knowledge 
• Learning about music history and culture  

 
Students should develop the following skills: 

•  Developing technical skill on their chosen instrument 
•  Use appropriate musical language and terminology in context 
•  Broadening compositional knowledge 
•  Developing solo/ensemble skills  
•  Learn to develop skills in improvisation 

 
Setting Arrangements and Curriculum Time 
 
Key Stage 4 

• Students in Year 10 are taught in mixed ability groups and over the two weeks of the 
school timetable and will have five 60 minute lessons. 

• Students in Year 11 are taught in mixed ability groups and over the two weeks of the 
school timetable and will have six 60 minute lessons. 

 
Key Stage 5 

• Students in Year 12 and Year 13 are taught in mixed ability groups and over the two 
weeks of the school timetable and will have nine 60 minute lessons 



 
Home Learning 
 
Homework is set fortnightly. 
Homework must always be completed to a high standard with care taken over spelling, 
punctuation, grammar and presentation of work. 
 
Useful Websites 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/music/ 
http://www.musictheory.net/ 
AQA website 
Edexcel BTEC website 
 
Career Possibilities 
 
• Session Musician 
• Live Musician 
• Composer 
• Producer / Engineer 
• Teacher of Music 
• Performer 
• Music journalist 
• Technician  
• Newspaper journalist 
• Music marketing 
• Teacher 
 
Music is probably one this country’s greatest exports. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/music/
http://www.musictheory.net/


 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
 
Introduction 
 
The overriding aim of the Physical Education curriculum is to educate students by providing a 
wide variety of different practical experiences. The Department seeks to develop the individual 
student’s opportunity to participate in range of different sports and activities, improve and 
develop their physical competency and skills, general fitness and understanding of how to lead a 
healthy and active lifestyle. By providing a broad and balanced curricular and extensive extra-
curricular programme, we hope to encourage the students to become lifelong participants in 
sport and physical activity, whilst developing independent thinkers who are confident young 
people. 
 
Key Concepts at Key Stage 4 
 
The Key Concepts in Key Stage 4 are very similar to those in Key Stage 3 however; students have 
the opportunity to gain a qualification in Physical Education. 
 
Key Stage 4 Qualifications 
 
Students can opt to study the GCSE throughout Years 10 and 11. The examination consists of a 
90 minute paper at the end of year 11. In addition students will complete practical assessment on 
a range of activities. The practical assessment task is worth 50% of the final grade, the 
examination paper is worth 40% with the remaining 10% gained through a piece of coursework 
on one chosen sport. 
 
Key Processes 
 
KS4 GCSE PE Programme of Study and Curriculum Content 
 

 Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn Term The Theory of Physical Education. 

Section 1.1:  
Healthy, active lifestyles. 
Healthy, active lifestyles and how 
they could benefit you. 

Section 1.2: Your healthy, active 
body. 
Physical activity and your healthy 
mind and body. 
A healthy, active lifestyle and your 
cardiovascular system. 

Spring Term Influences on your healthy, active 
lifestyle. 
Exercise and fitness as part of your 
healthy, active lifestyle. 
 

A healthy, active lifestyle and your 
respiratory system. 
A healthy, active lifestyle and your 
muscular system. 
 

Summer Term Physical activity as part of your 
healthy, active lifestyle. 
Your personal health and wellbeing. 

A healthy, active lifestyle and your 
skeletal system. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KS4 B-Tec in Sport Programme of Study and Curriculum Content 
 
 Year 11 
Autumn Term Unit 4 The Sports Performer in Action 

Know about the short-term responses and long-term 
adaptations of the body systems to exercise 
Know about the different energy systems used during 
sports performance 

Spring Term Unit 6 Leading Sports Activities 
Know the attributes associated with successful sports 
leadership 
Undertake the planning and leading of sports activities 
Review the planning and leading of sports activities 

Summer Term Review of coursework 

 
Key Stage 5 Qualifications 
 
A level Physical Education – OCR 
 
YEAR 12 - There are three theory units which culminate in a two hour exam (60% of overall AS 
grade); Anatomy and Physiology, Acquiring movement skills, Socio-cultural studies relating to 
participation in physical activity. Candidates also have to perform in two different sports (30%) 
and analyse a performer in their chosen sport (10%). 
YEAR 13 - There are three theory units which culminate in a two hour exam (35% of overall A 
Level grade); Historical Studies, Sports Psychology and Exercise and sport physiology. Candidates 
also have to perform in one sport (10%) and analyse a performer in their chosen sport (5%). 
 
B-Tec National in Sport Level 3 – Edexcel 
 
Students can opt to study a 1, 2 or 3 A-Level equivalent through the Subsidiary Diploma in Sport, 
the Diploma in Sport or the Extended Diploma in Sport. 
Students are required to study and complete 6, 12 or 18 units depending on their chosen path. 
The units range from the Anatomy and Physiology of the Body to Fitness Testing and from Sports 
Coaching to Sports Nutrition. 
 
Setting Arrangements and Curriculum Time 
 
Key Stage 4 

• Students in Year 10 and Year 11 are taught in mixed ability groups and over the two 
weeks of the school timetable. Y10 will have three 60 minute lessons and Y11 will have 
two 60 minute lessons if they are not studying towards a qualification.  
Students who have chosen to study GCSE Physical Education or B-Tec in Sport will have 
seven/eight 60 minute lessons. 

 
Key Stage 5 

• Students in Year 12 and Year 13 are taught in mixed ability groups and over the two 
weeks of the school timetable and will have nine 60 minute lessons.  

 
Homework 
 
Homework is set once a week for the GCSE and BTEC students and it is collected in during the 
following lesson.  Students are expected to work independently, researching where necessary, 
using the school library or, where appropriate, the Internet. 



Homework must always be completed to a high standard with care taken over spelling, 
punctuation, grammar and presentation of work. 
 
Useful Websites 
 
www.topendsports.com  
www.brianmac.com  
www.bbc/bitesize.co.uk 
www.edexcel.com 
www.ocr.org.uk  
 
Career Possibilities 
 
• Exercise Physiologist — You can work in wellness, training, testing and research etc. 
• Sports Training— Personal Trainer, Strength and Conditioning Coach, fitness instructors. 
• Sports Medicine— Medical practitioners, physiotherapists, physical therapists, sports trainer. 
• Sports Dietitian— A career mixing food and athletes. 
• Sports Coach — If you can't do it yourself, tell others how to do it. 
• Education— Teaching our youngsters about sport, health and fitness. 
• Sports Official — There would be no sport without umpires and referees. 
• Sport Psychologist — Get into the minds of athletes. 
• Bio mechanist — Jobs in bio mechanics. 
• Sport Journalist — Write about what you like to watch. 
• Administration — Work with any sport as an assistant or facilities manager 
• Sports Photography— Getting right next to the action to take photos sounds like a great job. 
• Sports Marketing — Including the job as a Sports Agent. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.topendsports.com/
http://www.brianmac.com/
http://www.bbc/bitesize.co.uk
http://www.edexcel.com/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.topendsports.com/testing/exercise-physiology.htm
http://www.topendsports.com/fitness/personal-trainer.htm
http://www.topendsports.com/medicine/sports-medicine-jobs.htm
http://www.topendsports.com/nutrition/sports-dietician-job.htm
http://www.topendsports.com/coaching/coaching-jobs.htm
http://www.topendsports.com/coaching/education-jobs.htm
http://www.topendsports.com/resources/job-officiating.htm
http://www.topendsports.com/psychology/sport-psychology.htm
http://www.topendsports.com/biomechanics/biomechanics-jobs.htm
http://www.topendsports.com/resources/job-journalist.htm
http://www.topendsports.com/marketing/administration-jobs.htm
http://www.topendsports.com/image/sports-photography-career.htm
http://www.topendsports.com/marketing/jobs.htm


 
 
PSHEE DEPARTMENT 
 
Introduction 
 
The overriding aim of the PSHEE curriculum is to develop young people in order to make 
informed choices about their personal health and well-being. 
 
The PSHEE department firmly believes  
 
Key Concepts at Key Stage 4  
 
Students develop and demonstrate skills in Communication, group work. 
The main concepts that structure the curriculum include: 
 
Health and wellbeing  
• characteristics or emotional health  
• cause and symptoms of mental and emotional health  
• treatments of some mental and emotional health disorders 
• Stress, anxiety and depression  
• Lifestyle choices how they affect health –STI’s, HIV/AIDS 
• Short and long term consequences of substance use and misuse – impact on families 
• Understand the terms ‘habit’, ‘dependence’ and ‘addiction’ 

 
Relationships 
• parenting skills & qualities 
• Central importance to family  - implications of young parenthood 
• Recognise when a relationship is unhealthy and abusive (including the unacceptability of 

emotional, physical, violence –including rape)concept of consent 
• Develop awareness of exploitation, bullying and harassment in relationships 
• Impact of domestic abuse 

 
Relationships  
• about diversity in sexual attraction and developing sexuality including sources of support 
• Recognise the impact of drugs and alcohol on choices and sexual behaviours –  
• Contraception – negotiating condom use  
• Living in the wider world – economic wellbeing, careers and the world of work- evaluate own 

personal strengths – goal setting 
• Prejudice and discrimination in the work place – unacceptability their rights under the law 
• To consider extremism and intolerance in whatever forms  
• Recognise shared responsibility to protect the community from violent extremism 
• Managing harassment issues in the workplace 
• Living in the wider world –economic wellbeing, careers and the world of work – How their 

strengths, interests, skills and qualities are changing and how they affect future employability 
 
Key Processes 
 
KS4 Programme of Study and Curriculum Content 
 

 Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn Term Health and Well- being – 

emotional awareness 
 



Spring Term Relationships  

Summer Term Living in the wider world – 
Economic and financial 
awareness 

 

 
 
Setting Arrangements and Curriculum Time 
 
Key Stage 4 

• Students in Year 10 are taught in ability groups and over the two weeks of the school 
timetable and will have ONE 60 minute lessons 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
RE DEPARTMENT 
 
Introduction 
 
The overriding aim of the RE curriculum is to affirm the important contribution that RE makes to 
the education of all pupils growing up in contemporary British society. It seeks to promote the 
spiritual, moral, mental and physical development of pupils at the school and of society; and 
prepares pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life. 
 
The RE department firmly believes in ‘provoking challenging questions about the ultimate meaning 
and purpose of life, beliefs about God, the self and the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong 
and what it means to be human. It develops pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity, 
other principal religions, other religious traditions and other world views that offer answers to 
questions such as these. It offers opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual development. 
It enhances pupils’ awareness and understanding of religions and beliefs, teachings and practices 
and forms of expression, as well as the influence of religion on individuals, families, communities 
and cultures. 
 
Religious Education encourages pupils to learn from different religions, beliefs, values and 
traditions while exploring their own beliefs and questions of meaning. It challenges pupils to 
reflect on, consider, analyse, interpret and evaluate issues of truth, belief, faith and ethics and to 
communicate their responses.  Religious Education encourages pupils to develop their sense of 
identity and belonging. It enables them to flourish individually within their communities and as 
citizens in a pluralistic society and global community. Religious Education has an important role in 
preparing pupils for adult life, employment and lifelong learning. It enables pupils to develop 
respect for and sensitivity to others, in particular those whose faiths and beliefs are different from 
their own. It promotes discernment and enables pupils to combat prejudice.’ 
 
Key Concepts at Key Stage 4 
 
Year 10 and Year 11 students follow the Edexcel specification for GCSE. 
 
The Key Stage 4 curriculum should stimulate pupils to engage with ultimate questions and issues 
that relate to the needs of the individual and local, national and global communities. Their 
experience should meet the demands of the modern world, the world of work as well as 
motivate and challenge thinking. This key stage should build on the knowledge, understanding and 
skills gained during the previous key stages. 
 
Throughout this phase, students apply their knowledge. They are able to analyse and interpret a 
wide range of religious, philosophical and ethical concepts in increasing depth. They investigate 
issues of diversity within and between religions, and the ways in which religion and spirituality are 
expressed in philosophy, ethics, science and the arts. They expand and balance their evaluations 
of the impact of religions on individuals, communities and societies, locally, nationally and globally. 
They understand the importance of dialogue between and among different religions and beliefs. 
They gain a greater understanding of how religions and beliefs contribute to community cohesion, 
recognising the various perceptions people have regarding the role of religion in the world. 
 
KS4 Programme of Study and Curriculum Content 
 
 Year 10 Year 11 

Autumn Term Rights and responsibilities 
Marriage and the family 

Believing in God 
Crime and Punishment 



Spring Term Environment and medical 
issues 
Matters of life and death 

Religion and community cohesion 
Revision 

Summer Term Peace and conflict Revision 

 
Key Stage 4 Qualifications 
 
GCSE Religious Studies A*-G grades 
 
Key Stage 5 Qualifications 
 
A level Religious Studies 
 
This course builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills that students may have developed 
through the study of GCSE Religious Studies. It does not, however, assume or require any 
previous study of the subject. It is designed to support a course of study which is suitable for 
students from any religious background (or none). 
 
Students will study two units; Philosophy of Religion and Religious Ethics. 
 
Students should acquire knowledge and understanding of: 
 
• the key concepts within the chosen area(s) of study (eg religious beliefs, teachings, doctrines, 

principles, ideas and theories) and how these are expressed in texts, writings and/or practices; 
• the contribution of significant people, traditions or movements to the area(s) studied; 
• religious language and terminology; 
• major issues and questions arising from the chosen area(s) of study; 
• the relationship between the chosen area(s) of study and other specified aspects of human   

experience. 
 
Students should develop the following skills: 
 
• recall, select and deploy specified knowledge; 
• identify, investigate and analyse questions and issues arising from the course of study; 
• use appropriate language and terminology in context; 
• interpret and evaluate religious concepts, issues and ideas, the relevance of arguments and the 

views of scholars; 
• communicate, using reasoned arguments substantiated by evidence; 
• develop the skill of making connections between the area(s) of study chosen and other 

specified aspects of human experience. 
 
In addition, the Advanced GCE specification requires students to: 
 
• demonstrate a wider range and greater depth of knowledge and understanding, a greater 

maturity of thought and expression and more developed analytical skills. 
 
Setting Arrangements and Curriculum Time 
 
Key Stage 4 

• Students in Year 10 are taught in mixed ability groups and over the two weeks of the 
school timetable and will have five 60 minute lessons. 

• Students in Year 11 are taught in mixed ability groups and over the two weeks of the 
school timetable and will have six 60 minute lessons. 

 
 



Key Stage 5 
• Students in Year 12 and Year 13 are taught in mixed ability groups and over the two 

weeks of the school timetable and will have nine 60 minute lessons 
 

Home Learning 
 
Homework is set fortnightly. 
Homework must always be completed to a high standard with care taken over spelling, 
punctuation, grammar and presentation of work. 
 
 
Useful Websites 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/ 
https://www.truetube.co.uk/ 
 
 
Career Possibilities 
 
• Advice worker 
• Archivist 
• Broadcast journalist 
• Charity officer 
• Civil Service administrator 
• Editorial assistant 
• Newspaper journalist 
• Social worker 
• Teacher 
• Youth worker 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
https://www.truetube.co.uk/


 
 
 
SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 
 
Introduction 
 
The overriding aim of the Science curriculum is to bring Science to life through high quality 
learning experiences in both lessons and through various extracurricular activities that we run 
during the academic year.   
 
The Science department firmly believes in providing the skills necessary to relate scientific 
concepts to real life situations which they will encounter on a daily basis.  Additionally, facilitating 
the ability to analyse and investigate scientific problems, solving and evaluating them for validity 
and accuracy. 
 
Key Concepts at Key Stage 4 
 
Year 10 and Year 11 students follow the AQA specification for GCSE. 
 
Key Processes 
KS4 Programme of Study and Curriculum Content 
 
Triple Science 
 
Students opting to study separate sciences will follow AQA GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics in Years 10 and 11. 
 
For each of these GCSE courses, separate exams are taken, together with the Controlled 
Assessment. Each qualification is worth a full GCSE (A*-C), so Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
equate to three GCSEs from this course. 
 
AQA GCSE Biology 

 
Unit 1 
Written paper – 1 hour (May/June) 
60 marks – 25% 
Subject content: 
 
Keeping healthy.  Nerves and 
hormones. 
The use and abuse of drugs interdependence 
and adaptation.  Energy and biomass in food 
chains.  
Waste materials from plants and animals 
Genetic variation and its control Evolution 
 
Unit 3 
 
Written paper – 1 hour (May/June 
2015) 
60 marks – 25% 
Subject content: 
 
Movement of molecules in and out of cells 

Transport systems in plants and animals 
Homeostasis 
Humans and their environment 



Unit 2 
Written paper – 1 hour 
(May/June) 
60 marks – 25% 
Subject content: 
 
Cells and simple cell transport Tissues, organs 
and organ systems Photosynthesis 
Organisms and their environment Proteins – 
their functions and uses Aerobic and 
anaerobic respiration Cell division and 
inheritance Speciation 
 
 
Unit 4: Controlled Assessment 
 
Investigative Skills Assignment 
– 2 written assessments plus one or two 
lessons for practical work and data processing 
50 marks – 25% 
 
Content: 
Planning an investigation Assess and 
manage risks when carrying out 
practical work.  Collect primary and 
secondary data 
Select and process primary and secondary 
data. 
Analyse and interpret primary and secondary 
data 
 



 
AQA GCSE Chemistry 

 
 
Unit 1: 
Written paper – 1 hour (May/June) 
60 marks – 25% 
 
Subject content: 
The fundamental ideas in chemistry Limestone 
and building materials Metals and their uses 
Crude oil and fuels 
Other useful substances from crude oil Plant 
oils and their uses 
Changes in the Earth and its atmosphere 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit 3: 
Written paper – 1 hour (May/June 2015) 
60 marks – 25% 
 
Subject content: 
The periodic table Water 
Calculating and explaining energy changes 
Further analysis and quantitative chemistry 
The production of ammonia Alcohols, 
carboxylic acids and esters 

Unit 2: 
Written paper – 1 hour (May/June) 
60 marks – 25% 
 
Subject content: Structure and 
bonding 
How structure influences the properties and uses 
of substances 
Atomic structure, analysis and quantitative 
chemistry 
Rates of reaction 
Exothermic and endothermic reactions Acids, 
bases and salts 
Electrolysis 
 
 
Unit 4: Controlled Assessment 
Investigative Skills Assignment – 2 written 
assessments plus one or two lessons for practical 
work and data processing 
50 marks – 25% 
 
Content: 
Planning an investigation Assess and 
manage risks when carrying out 
practical work. 
Collect primary and secondary data Select 
and process primary and secondary data. 
Analyse and interpret primary and 
secondary data. 



AQA GCSE Physics 
 
Unit 1: 
 
Written paper – 1 hour 
(May/June) 
60 marks – 25% 
 
Subject content: 
The transfer of energy and the factors that 
affect the rate at which that energy is 
transferred 
Energy and efficiency 
The usefulness of electrical 
appliances 
Methods we use to generate 
electricity 
The use of waves for communication and to 
provide evidence that the universe is 
expanding 
 
 
Unit 3: 
 
Written paper – 1 hour 
(May/June) 
60 marks – 25% 
 
Subject content: 
Medical applications of physics using physics to 
make things work Keeping things moving 

 
Unit 2: 
 
Written paper – 1 hour 
(May/June) 
60 marks – 25% 
 
Subject content: Structure and 
bonding 
Forces and their effects 
The kinetic energy of objects 
speeding up or slowing down 
Currents in electrical circuits 
Using mains electricity safely and the power of 
electrical appliances 
What happens when radioactive substances decay, 
and the uses and dangers of their emissions 
Nuclear fission and nuclear fusion 
 
 
 
Unit 4: Controlled Assessment 
 
Investigative Skills Assignment 
– 2 written assessments plus one or two 
lessons for practical work and data 
processing 
50 marks – 25% 
 
Content: 
Planning an investigation Assess and 
manage risks when carrying out 
practical work. 
Collect primary and secondary data 
Select and process primary and 
secondary data. 
Analyse and interpret primary and 
secondary data.

 
 



GCSE Double Science 
 
 

The science course that most students study in Year 10 is the AQA CORE Science GCSE 
and in Year 11 is the AQA ADDITIONAL Science GCSE. 
 
For each GCSE, separate exams in biology, chemistry and physics are taken, together with the 
Controlled Assessment. Each qualification is worth a full GCSE (A*-C), so core and additional 
science equate to two full GCSEs from this course. 
 
 
 
AQA CORE Science GCSE 

 
 
Unit 1: Biology B1 
 
Written paper – 1 hour (June) 
60 marks – 25% 
Subject content: 
 
Keeping healthy Nerves 
and hormones 
The use and abuse of drugs 
Interdependence and adaptation Energy 
and biomass in food chains 
Waste materials from plants and animals 
Genetic variation and its control Evolution 
 
Unit 3: Physics P1 
 
Written paper – 1 hour (June) 
60 marks – 25% 
Subject content: 
 
The transfer of energy and the factors that 
affect the rate at which that energy is 
transferred 
Energy and efficiency 
The usefulness of electrical appliances 
Methods we use to generate electricity 
The use of waves for communication and to 
provide evidence that the universe is 
expanding 

Unit 2: Chemistry 
C1 

 
Written paper – 1 hour (June) 
60 marks – 25% 
Subject content: 
 
The fundamental ideas in chemistry 
Limestone and building materials Metals 
and their uses 
Crude oil and fuels 
Other useful substances from crude oil 
Plant oils and their uses 
Changes in the Earth and its atmosphere 
 
Unit 4: Controlled Assessment 
 
Investigative Skills Assignment – 2 written 
assessments plus one or two lessons for 
practical work and data processing (Spring 
term) 
50 marks – 25% 
Content: 
 
Planning an investigation Assess and 
manage risks when carrying out 
practical work. 
Collect primary and secondary data 
Select and process primary and 
secondary data. 
Analyse and interpret primary and 
secondary data.



AQA ADDITIONAL Science GCSE 
 

 
Unit 1: Biology B2 
 
Written paper – 1 hour (May) 
60 marks – 25% 
 
Subject content: 
Cells and simple cell transport Tissues, 
organs and organ systems 
Photosynthesis 
Organisms and their environment 
Proteins – their functions and uses 
Aerobic and anaerobic respiration Cell 
division and inheritance Speciation 
 
 
 
 
Unit 3: Physics P2 
 
Written paper – 1 hour (May) 
60 marks – 25% 
 
Subject content: 
Forces and their effects 
The kinetic energy of objects speeding up or 
slowing down 
Currents in electrical circuits 
Using mains electricity safely and the power of 
electrical appliances 
What happens when radioactive substances 
decay, and the uses and dangers of their 
emissions 
Nuclear fission and nuclear fusion 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit 2: Chemistry C2 
 

Written paper – 1 hour (May) 
60 marks – 25% 
 
Subject content: Structure 
and bonding 
How structure influences the properties and 
uses of substances 
Atomic structure, analysis and quantitative 
chemistry 
Rates of reaction 
Exothermic and endothermic reactions Acids, 
bases and salts 
Electrolysis 
 
Unit 4: Controlled Assessment 
 
Investigative Skills Assignment – 2 written 
assessments plus one or two lessons for 
practical work and data processing (Spring 
term) 
50 marks – 25% 
 
Content: 
 
Planning  an investigation. 
Assess and manage risks when 
carrying out practical work. 
Collect primary and secondary data. 
Select and process primary and 
secondary data. 
Analyse and interpret primary and 
secondary data



Setting Arrangements and Curriculum Time 
 
Key Stage 4 

• Students in Year 10 and Year 11 are taught in ability groups and over the two weeks 
of the school timetable and will have 9 60 minute lessons 

 
Key Stage 5 

• Students in Year 12 and Year 13 are taught in mixed ability groups and over the two 
weeks of the school timetable and will have ten 60 minute lessons 

 
 
 
Useful Websites 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/audio/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/add_edexcel/ 
http://www.youtube.com/user/mygcsescience 
http://www.my-gcsescience.com/Additional_Science.html 
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/ 
http://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/pages/interactive_gcse_science.asp 
 
 
Career Possibilities 
 

• Accounting 
• Banking 
• Financial Consultancy 
• Surveying 
• Medicine including Nursing 
• Teaching  
• Architecture  
• Defence and the Military 
• IT and Computing 
• Engineering and Insurance Actuaries 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/audio/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/add_edexcel/
http://www.youtube.com/user/mygcsescience
http://www.my-gcsescience.com/Additional_Science.html
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/
http://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/pages/interactive_gcse_science.asp


SOCIOLOGY DEPARTMENT 
 
Introduction 
 
The overriding aim of the Sociology curriculum is to offers students the opportunity to 
develop the essential knowledge and understanding of how the society in which they live is 
structured and the impact that structure may have on their day to day lives, influencing how 
they develop as people and the way in which they think. 
 
The Sociology department firmly believes in providing a range of perspectives to students to 
encourage them to have their own viewpoint and to be able to support their view with 
empirical evidence. 
 
 
Key Concepts at Key Stage 4 
 
Year 10 and Year 11 students follow the AQA specification for GCSE. 
Students develop a wide range of knowledge and understanding about society, and how 
sociologists study and understand its structures, processes and issues. 
  
Sociology is exciting, interesting and relevant to students’ lives. We encourage students to 
take a questioning approach to evidence and issues, thus developing their critical and 
evaluative skills. 
 
 
GCSE Sociology Programme of Study and Curriculum Content 
 
 
 Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn Term Studying Society – what is 

sociology; social structures, 
processes. The sociological 
research process and ethics 

Crime and deviance- 
sociological explanations of 
criminal and deviant behaviour. 

Spring Term Families - diverse forms of the 
family in Britain today; different 
views of the family; changes in the 
pattern of family structure 

Mass Media –the nature of the 
relationship between the media 
and its audience. The part 
played by the media in 
socialisation 
 

Summer Term Education – structure of the 
educational system and reasons 
for variations in achievement 
 

Social Inequality and Power – 
unequal distribution of wealth, 
status and power and basic 
understanding of the role of  
citizens in the political process 

 
 
Key Stage 5 Qualifications 
 
 



A level Sociology: 
 
The AQA offers students the opportunity to develop the essential knowledge and 
understanding of central aspects of sociological thought and methods. It is designed to 
encourage students to consider the integration of the sociological themes of socialisation, 
culture, identity and social differentiation and power through the topics of Education, 
Families and Households, Mass Media and Crime and Deviance. 
 
Setting Arrangements and Curriculum Time 
 
Key Stage 4 

• Students in Year 10 and Year 11 are taught in mixed groups and over the two weeks 
of the school timetable and will have five 60 minute lessons 

 
Key Stage 5 

• Students in Year 12 and Year 13 are taught in mixed ability groups and over the two 
weeks of the school timetable and will have nine 60 minute lessons 

 
 
Home Learning 
 
Homework is set every week 
Homework must always be completed to a high standard with care taken over spelling, 
punctuation, grammar and presentation of work. 
 
 
Useful Websites 
 
http://www.sociology.org.uk/ 
http://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/gcse-sociology.html 
http://revisesociology.wordpress.com/ 
 
 
Career Possibilities: 
 

• Social Work 
• Teaching 
• Health and Social Care 
• Law 
• Police 

 

http://www.sociology.org.uk/
http://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/gcse-sociology.html
http://revisesociology.wordpress.com/
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