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Dear Parents, carers and friends within our
community.

I am incredibly proud to be writing to you at the end
of a superb term where our boys worked incredibly
hard both inside and outside of the classroom.

The achievements of the students are growing term
on term and they continue to build on their previous
successes. There are several notable achievements to
recognise in this newsletter, namely an amazing
musical performance at the Barbican Theatre, Year 10
boys leading an outstanding Duke of Edinburgh
transition day for our new year 7 students (as well as
being on track to achieve their  own Bronze award),
Year 8 football team win the District Cup, success in
several local and academy sports days and other
sporting events, skiing in Austria, ten Year 7 students
achieve the Princes Trust Award, 20 Year 10 students
gaining a Microsoft Office computing qualification, all
of our boys voting in a mock general election,
significant charity work, two Proms and silver place in
a Key Stage 3 Maths challenge.

The boys have worked really hard in their GCSE
examinations and I am sure that their efforts will be
duly rewarded with outcomes that will provide them
with real options and choice for their next
destinations. 

To ensure the boys across the whole academy have
good information from which to make choices about
their futures we have worked hard to develop the
quality of independent advice and guidance that we
offer. During the year we planned a wide variety of
different experiences, workshops and individual
meetings to guide the boys. Some of these great
experiences and opportunities from the Summer term
can be seen in our newsletter under the following
headings: thinking about the future, drones and an
amazing dancing, talking robot, trips to a variety of
universities and PSHRE enterprise day.

It has been a great year for both the students and the
academy, we are moving forward quickly and making
sure that  we place high quality teaching and learning
at the heart of everything that we do in the
classroom. We work just as hard outside of the
classroom to ensure that our boys are exposed to the
best opportunities and experiences to support them in
developing into well rounded citizens so that they can
continue to make positive contributions to their
communities.

I wish you a restful and enjoyable Summer break and I
look forward to greeting all boys back to the academy
on Thursday 7th September at 8.30am.

Stephanie Newman
Principal
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Welcome

Year 11 student Dillan will be taking his first trip abroad after being
awarded the opportunity of a lifetime to go on an all-expenses-paid trip
to Canada. The 18 day expedition with Outward Bound Canada is
provided by the Stuart Horne Bursary, which seeks to support
teenagers through funding scholarships to universities, schools and
outdoor leadership/wilderness programs. The aim is to provide
transformational experiences by taking students out of their normal,
routine environment, and supporting them in a space where they can
engage with nature, face impactful challenges, and work in a team
environment.
Dillan was beaming as he explained that initially he didn't realise he got
a place, “Finding out that I had been chosen for the program was a real
shock, in fact when they phoned to tell me I had been picked, it didn't
sink in - I didn't realise what they were saying. When it finally hit me
that I had got a place, excitement took over. I told my parents and at
first they didn't believe me but then they received a phone call to
confirm it...”

For the full story visit www.arkwilliamparker.org

Outward Bound in ‘once-
in-a-lifetime’ Canada trip

Selected students from years 8 and 9
had the opportunity to perform in an
amazing venue - The Barbican Theatre in London. 
Our students performed with excellence and together, with 28 schools
from across the Ark network, they participated in the Mass Choir; they
created a moving event that celebrated both the high quality of music
making taking place within our schools and also the unparalleled
community of support alive across the Ark network. 

Amazing musical
performance at
the Barbican
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Earlier this term, we welcomed incoming Year 6 students to the first of
their transition days. The day was based around the principals of the
Duke of Edinburgh (DofE) programme; students developed teamwork
skills, improved a physical activity, learnt how to put up tents, practiced
their first aid skills, worked on their catering skills  and completed an
orienteering task to replicate the expedition phase of the programme.
All students left with positive memories and a newly gained
confidence in readiness for their transition to a new school. 
For the full story and more photos visit www.arkwilliamparker.org

Primary students enjoy
a DofE transition day 

Students were given the opportunity to consider their aspirations and
think about their future goals during our career focused PSHRE day. 
Various activities for Years 7-9 focused on their current
achievements, with a session exploring careers websites to identify
courses and jobs that maybe of interest to them. 
Year 10 students took part in 8 separate activities and received lots
of useful information from a number of external visitors who led the
sessions. They began drafting their personal statements in
preparation for UCAS Progress; they had fun taking part in a session
of outdoor activities led by the Military Preparation College; they
listened to apprentices who shared their experiences of working in
the construction industry with Bam Nuttall Ltd, an international civil
engineering company and heard about interesting careers in
agriculture and sport offered at Plumpton College.
Student Charlie, who wants to join the army said, “I heard how the
Military Academy can help with confidence, fitness and coordination.
The session was really interesting, especially the bit about extracting
casualties. The team explained everything really well and I enjoyed
taking part in the field activities which included getting casualties out
of the firing zone.”
For the full story and more photos visit www.arkwilliamparker.org

Thinking about the future

Primary student Archie said, “I found the day very helpful - it's good to see what the school is really like. I really enjoyed the
activities; cooking has been my favourite so far. The students and teachers are really nice and I have made lots of new friends.”



In order to achieve the Duke of Edinburgh
Bronze award, Year 10 students at Ark
William Parker spent the weekend away on
an assessment expedition. 
The students spent two days and nights
having their training challenged in the
Wealden countryside; they walked a
planned route, covering up to 12 miles a
day, using a map, compass and route card;
they had to carry all their equipment which
was a quarter of their body weight and
included a tent, cooker, food, water and
clothing, as well as emergency equipment. 
They also faced a variety of weather
conditions - from a warm, sunny Saturday
to waking up to 3 hours of pouring rain on
Sunday morning, in which they had to have
breakfast, get prepared and pack tents,
followed by very humid conditions. The

students got tired, some had aching backs
and some got sore feet; despite this they all
remained buoyant in spirits and the
expedition ended around 4pm on Sunday at
Rolvenden.
For the full story and more photos visit
www.arkwilliamparker.org

On track for the Duke of 
Edinburgh Bronze Award
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Ark Little Ridge
Academy Sports Days
Fifteen Year 9 students attended the
Little Ridge Sports Days on Monday
and Tuesday to help to run the event.
Little Ridge usually run their sports
days on our track but this year they
decided to hold the event at their
school. 
We have provided leaders for them
to help run the different activities
and former Little Ridge students from
Year 9 were selected. They were
involved in running the different
sporting activities that the pupils
were performing and did an excellent
job. They all really enjoyed the
experience of returning to their old
primary school and seeing some of
the teachers that used to teach them.

11 University
bursaries awarded to
sixth form students
We are delighted to announce that the
trustees of the Magdalen & Lasher
Education Foundation have awarded
university bursaries to eleven of our Ark
6th Form students. The Trustees said
they were very favourably impressed by
the standard of applications. Each
student will receive a £1000 bursary.

Year 8 B District Cup 
The Year 8 Football ‘B’ Team were
defeated in the District Cup on penalties
against St Leonards Academy. This is the
first year we have run a ‘B’ team for this
year group to allow the students the
opportunity to play in competitive games
against other schools. To reach the final
and only lose one game all season is a
great achievement for the boys. 

Villiers Park
Celebration
In July, Ark William Parker hosted the
annual Villiers Park Celebration
event. Parents, scholars and guests
arrived to the red carpet event to
celebrate the achievements of
students involved in the scholar
programme.
During the event scholars spoke
about their achievements and what
the programme is doing to support
their academic progress.
Students then received awards for
their successes. Amongst the many
awards presented to Ark William
Parker students there were - 7 Gold
standard awards for Year 10s, 7 Gold
awards for Year 11s, 9 for Year 12s
and 4 for Mike Baker Scholar award
runner up.
Former students Russell Reid and
Rhys Verlander spoke about life at
university and how Villiers Park and
Ark William Parker had encouraged
and prepared them for this.



On Friday 16th June, students had great fun
competing in house teams at our athletes
event. 
There were excellent performances from
athletes who won their events and also
from others who showed great resilience
competing for their houses. The boys
received plenty of encouragement and cheers
from the spectators and fellow team mates.
There were also great signs of the core
values of the school, especially where some

students took part in numerous events in
order to gain valuable points for their team. 
Jimmy Elford, Head of PE said, “Sports day
was a wonderful event. The boys
represented their house with pride and
passion in their quest for a place at Town
Sports. There were some fantastic
performances in 12 different events.
Students also ran, jumped and threw for
valuable house points.”
Visit our website for the full story and more photos

Athletes show great team spirit
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A great way to learn
geography
On 20th June, despite the heat, 41
geography students along with Mrs
Megit, Mr Burchell, Mrs Clark, and
Mr Fernandez went on a fieldtrip by
coach to Glyne Gap to support their
geography studies.  
They investigated both a human and
physical issue and looked at the
environmental impacts of the retail
park on the local area and also the
use of hard engineering to protect
the beach. The students enjoyed
being able to put their geographical
skills into practice and collected some
valuable data to help them prepare
for the exam. They got to measure
beach profiles, take a look at the
different coastal protection methods,
investigated longshore drift and
produce field sketches of the area
whilst catching the sun! 
An amazing trip with some amazing
students! 
The students thoroughly enjoyed the
experience - these are just a few of
their comments:
“Fantastic experience of education
outside!”
“Great practical work that reinforced
my geographical knowledge.”
“Helped to prepare me for the year
10 exam.”
“Allowed me to look at beaches
differently in terms of their defences
and landforms.”



Ten students from Y7 have received the prestigious
Prince’s Trust Achieve Award by participating in a pilot
scheme run in partnership between the charity and
Ark William Parker Academy. This puts these Year 7
students in the position of being amongst the first in
the whole academy to receive a nationally recognised
qualification! The project required the students to take
part in a week of activities focusing on communication
skills, managing their emotions, developing confidence
and working as a team. Together, the students hiked
the hills of Fairlight, taking turns to carry heavy bags
and navigate using a compass and a map, erected
tents, explored the local museums, tried and tasted
new foods and tried their hand at a bit of baking.
These activities helped significantly in developing the
students’s ability to work well within a group and
develop their levels of self - confidence and resilience.
The week was an enormous success and both staff and
students were exhausted by the end of it. Being some
of the first students in the country to gain this award,
the boys worked very hard and should be as proud of
themselves as we are of them. Well Done!

Prestigious Prince’s Trust Award
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City Fox
Silent as a mouse the fox
Comes out.
Quick and clean
He strikes the day
One living gone.
A loud crash outside
No peeking into the wild wood of
the night.
Tip-toeing through the snow
The street light flickers
In the dark shadows of the night.

By Alfie, Year 7 

Rally Cross Mechanic
Hands like tools and fingers all black
Covered in grease from your front to back,
Standing on your feet is rare sight to see
Under a car is where you will be
Fixing that car and getting it right
All ready for the race tonight.

Proud as punch as you watch it line up
Possibly going to win that cup.
Engines growling
Exhaust pipes roaring.
It comes off track beaten and battered
You’ll fix it up - a little crash never
mattered.

Under the body you’ll go again
Got to get it finished
Got to make it win. 

By Zak, Year 7 

Ski Trip to Austria
The Ark William Parker and Ark Helenswood joint trip
to Alpendorf, Austria was better than ever this year!
It was a fantastic skiing and snowboarding trip and a
huge success. The students behaviour was impeccable
and they all had amazing fun whilst showing grit and
determination in the mastery of new skills. The
evening activities where enjoyed and Snowslippers
staff commented of how well our school students got
involved and rose to new challenges.
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At the beginning of July, Year 6 students from local primary
schools attended induction days at our academy. The aim of
these days was to enable the students to gain an insight
into what life at secondary school will be like, when they
enrol as the new Year 7 cohort in September.
The students experienced a range of exciting lessons and
activities from across the curriculum, which showed them
just how different Ark William Parker will be to their current
school. They had lessons in the science laboratories, did
creative work in the art department and made great use of
the wide-range of sports facilities.
These days also gave students the opportunity to make new
friends, meet staff who will play a key role in supporting
them and build their confidence as they take the next steps
moving from primary to secondary education. 
We look forward to welcoming the new Year 7s in
September.

Year 6 gain an insight
into Parker life

On Friday 23 June Ark William Parker played host to the annual
Hastings Secondary Schools Town Sports that was held on the
athletics track. A team of athletes from William Parker were
selected as a result of trials both in lessons and at the mini sports
day that was held on the previous Friday.
The students competed against 9 other schools from the local
area and there were some outstanding performances. 
Ark William Parker finished second overall in the boys event not
far behind the eventual winners St Leonards Academy. 
For the full story and more photos visit www.arkwilliamparker.org

Hastings Secondary
School Town Sports Day

visit our website for more news and photos www.arkwilliamparker.org



Earlier this term, the PET-Xi team delivered
the M.O.S. qualification to our Year 10s;
they returned to convert the exams into a
‘Level 2 ITQ in IT User Skills’, which is
equivalent to a GCSE.
Kelly and the PET-Xi Team said, “The team
would like to extend our thanks to all of the
staff at Ark William Parker. The whole team
were made to feel very welcome and staff
did their utmost to iron out any issues as
and when they occurred. 
The students that participated on the MOS
course were absolutely fantastic. They
worked extremely hard throughout the
eight days and showed a level of resilience
that is uncommon amongst their age group.
Despite a few hiccups the whole group
remained focussed and on-task
demonstrating a keen drive to succeed. 
As well as being hard working, the group
were also a tonne of fun. Between intense

bouts of hard work there was always a
student or two cracking a joke and
lightening the mood and reminding us in
the best possible way that we were in a
class of 15 year old boys! 
Thank you to all of the students for making
our time at Ark William Parker so
enjoyable. We would like to congratulate
them on their achievements over the
duration of the course and wish them all
the best for the future.”
Year 10 student Ollie said, “I am privileged to
be part of such a great course. Doing work
seriously but enjoying it at the same time is
such a great thing. Each day has gotten more
enjoyable while working. Even the staff feel
like friends as they are so open and helpful.
This course has taught me a lot over the
week after not knowing a thing about these
programmes, I feel much smarter now and
hope I can help others in the future.

PET-Xi MOS Training sessions
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Beat the Street  
Staff and students have been taking
part in Beat the Street. A free, fun
initiative that has seen thousands of
residents across East Sussex taking
part in the county-wide challenge. 
The initiative is designed to inspire
people to make small changes, such
as walking or cycling to school or
work every day, to improve their
health, and create lasting health
benefits by energising an entire
community.  
More than 400 special sensors,
known as Beat Boxes, have been
placed on lampposts across East
Sussex. People can tap with Beat the
Street cards to track their journey,
earning points for the distance they
walk, cycle or scoot, and the chance
to win prizes for themselves and their
team. 

Year 8s concluded their season with a
comprehensive win over St. Richards in the
Final of the South East Sussex Schools Cup
played at Lewes F.C.
St Richards defended resolutely in the first
half and with Parker missing a number of
opportunities the half time score was 0-0.
Parker, who reached the last 16 of the
National Cup, then found their stride and
eventually broke the deadlock with a fine

goal from Alfie. Further goals from Jamal,
Spencer, Nathan and another from Alfie
sealed the victory. 
Coach Jimmy Elford said, “We are pleased
for the boys to have ended the season with
a trophy, they deserved one for the
perseverance they have shown. The boys
have been great to work with again this
season and we aim to win the county
trophy next year.” Result 5-0

Year 8 team win the District Cup

Hastings
Thrive 
A number of Year 11 music
compositions were selected to
represent the high standard of work
being achieved by all children of
Hastings. These compositions were
exhibited as part of the ‘Hastings
Thrives Installation’, receiving many
compliments from the general public.
Jenny from Hastings Thrives said,
“...Twice I had a young person from
William Parker come into the
exhibition - both in passing as they
came from the beach. And both with
a girl from Helenswood. A
despondent “I bet my school’s not
here” turned to smiles of delight and
surprise when I pointed into the air.
“Can you hear that? It’s from your
school.” It was wonderful to behold
the sense of pride...”  



The Art Exhibition at Ark William Parker Academy
was, as always, a great success. The event
showcased the diverse range of talent from Year
10, GCSE and A Level students. 
The displays, which filled the main hall, looked
wonderful with a fine selection of work on show
and something to suit all tastes. Guests viewed an
array of inspirational artwork which covered a
huge variety of topics. The works were created
using a wide range of media, processes and
techniques including photo screen printing, fine
art painting and photo mosaicking. 
Head of Art Sonny Woodhead said, “The
exhibition was a true celebration of what our
students are capable of. There have been lots of
fantastic comments from parents and staff
praising their work. 
“So far this year, two of our students have been
accepted on to the Art Foundation course at
Sussex Coast to continue their art studies - we
wish them well. The Year 11 work showed a lot of
skill and maturity such as Oliver’s large screen
print of fruit and Dylan’s detailed drawing of his
pet using mixed media. I would like to thank all
those who attended and wish all Year 11 and 13
further success in the future.”

Art Exhibition 2017
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For more
photos visit
our website

BAE systems visited Ark William Parker Academy to present a
roadshow designed primarily for 9-13 year olds. The Schools
Roadshow is a fun, live interactive presentation, curriculum-aligned
with the aim to inspire whilst still meeting STEM (science,
technology, engineering and mathematics) curriculum objectives. 
Year 7 students and selected students from years 8 and 9
participated in practical activities which took a close look at drones,
helped them understand how the binary system works and showed
just how
advanced
robotics can be
with a talking,
dancing,
sensing,
‘thinking’
android robot.
Daniel, a year 7
student who
took an active
part in the
roadshow, said
“They let us

watch a cool mini robot. The lady asked the robot a question and it
responded. It was even able to do a little martial arts dance
without falling over. I couldn’t have done it!”
For the full story and more photos visit www.arkwilliamparker.org

Drones and an amazing dancing, talking robot



On 8 June students at Ark William Parker Academy
participated in their own democratic process for the
election. 
In the run up to the election, as part of their SMSC
(Spiritual Moral Social Cultural) programme, students
have been learning through tutor led activities about
British values and in particular democracy. They have
been analysing the party manifestos and exploring their
strengths and weaknesses. 
On Election Day, Vice Principal Claire Bessa led an
assembly outlining the candidates from Hastings and their
aims for our area. Students then received a ballot slip,
went to a polling point and decided their vote. The results
of this mock election were: Labour 71.3%, Conservative
18.5%, Liberal Democrats 7.7% and Green Party 2.4%.
PHSRE Coordinator Mrs Iglinski said, “Although our
students are not yet old enough to vote they enjoyed the
process of learning about and participating in a mock
election. They responded enthusiastically to developing
their political literacy and actively engaged in the
electoral process.”

Students vote in mock election
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Love will win
On Wednesday 7th June, the whole
of Ark William Parker Academy
gathered together to reflect on the
recent tragic events in London and
Manchester. Principal Stephanie
Newman led the assembly which
focused on love and respect of our
British values.
Our students listened intently to the
message of terrorism being about
ignorance and hate, but not religion.
Their compassionate response
demonstrated that they fully
understood that the only way to
combat hate is with education and
love.
Our students were set a challenge on
what they could do to make the
world a better place.
Several students have already offered
ideas which included supporting our
local community, helping people with
their shopping and giving to charity.
Principal Stephanie Newman said, “I
am so proud of the compassion and
humanity that our students showed
during the assembly; how they were
touched by the recent events and
their eagerness to do something
good to make the world a better
place for all.”

With help from a group of Year
10 students, the science
department cleared out its
cupboards for a charity book
donation to Africa.
Teacher Ms McCall said, “The
text books are in really good
condition, but are no longer relevant to our
specification. We didn’t want them to go to
waste so thought it would be brilliant for
them to go to schools that struggle to
provide good resources for their students
due to poverty.”
Year 10 student said, “We wouldn’t want to
see new books thrown away, but we can’t

use them ourselves. We hope the students
in Africa will find them helpful.”
The books will be donated through a
charity called School Aid, whose mission is
to support the advance of education in
Africa by providing good quality
educational materials to meet the diverse
needs of children and young people in
disadvantaged communities.

Archdeacon visit 
On Wednesday 14th June we were
pleased to welcome the Archdeacon
for Hastings, The Ven. Dr Edward
Dowler, to our school. The purpose of
the visit was to see the progress our
school is making towards its Church
schools objectives.
Dr Dowler met with the regional
director, church schools coordinator
and students. During the visit he
spoke to students from years 7, 9 and
10 about how the school has changed
and the improvements. This gave
students an opportunity to discuss
their active role in the development of
a new school bullying contract and the
themes for the week. 

Books for
Africa



The beautiful grounds of the Manor
Barn in Bexhill provided the perfect
setting for the Ark 6th Form East Sussex
prom. 

Year 13 students, along with staff from
Ark Helenswood and Ark William Parker
Academies, celebrated this annual event
in style. The guests looked sensational;

the young ladies in beautiful dresses
and the young men in splendid attire. 
The evening was a great success and a
fabulous time was had by all.

Celebrations at the
6th form Prom
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The rain subsided and the sun came out to
welcome Ark William Parker and Ark
Helenswood students to their Year 11 Prom. 
The glamourous young women and dashing
young men arrived in classic and innovative
modes of transport. These included an
array of cars ranging from vintage cars and
1950’s Cadillacs to a camper van and
Lamborghini; not to mention a daring
entrance by one student who rode in on
his trusty steed, cantering a lap of honour
around the field, before dismounting to
join his peers for an evening of celebration.  
The theme of this year’s event was
Hollywood Glamour and the students
certainly did not disappoint. The students
all looked stunning as the sashayed along
the red carpet to be met by their proud

teachers, support staff and members of the
senior leadership team. 
The evening was a great success; the
students had fun in the photo booth,
enjoyed a delicious chocolate fountain and
scrumptious buffet and danced the night
away to music provided by the DJ. A
highlight of the evening was a spectacular
firework display watched by all the guests
before they headed back for their final
dances.
Head of Year 11 Mr Baker said, “It’s a
proud day when you see your year group
arrive, they look so grown up. They have
been an amazing group of people to work
with and I wish them a happy and fulfilled
future.”
See more photos: www.arkwilliamparker.org

Hollywood Glamour at the Prom



Surrey University
Students from years 8, 9 and 10 were
privileged to experience a day at
Surrey University. On arrival, they
were met by the university
ambassadors and staff. They received
a brief welcome and were taken on a
tour of the campus. With 15,000
students on the campus and 168
different courses available, they
quickly understood that this was not
like a school. 3 Starbucks, Costa
Coffee, cinema, nightclub, cathedral,
accommodation blocks, sports
complex, pizza and other food serving
facilities and this was all before we
saw the teaching facilities.
Students attended teaching sessions
based around Sports and Exercise
and Health Science. Using the sports
science facilities, they embarked on
setting up and taking ECG
measurements which were displayed
on the state of art screens. They took
blood pressure measurements and
looked at how exercise impacted
upon the measurements and
recovery rates. They were shown
how theatre technicians prep prior to
an operation, the terminology used
and some of the bizarre instruments
used in the operating theatre.
Students then got the opportunity to
prep themselves, with gowns, gloves
and some of the instruments. 
Students were given a final briefing
about how good grades at GCSE were
linked to educational and career
success. They also talked to the
ambassadors about what it was like
to be a university student.
All agreed upon leaving that this was
a fantastic experience. Students were
in awe of the facilities and aware that
if they do well at school they could
engage in careers that they had not
previously considered. For some,
university had not been even
considered, now with their eyes
opened to a bigger more exciting
world, university could be an option.

Our commemoration service was held at All Saints in Hastings
and involved Year 7 students and invited students from Years
8, 9 and 10. This was the 95th Founders Day Service which
also coincided with the Hastings Lifeboat 96th celebration.
The event was attended by Judy Rogers the Mayor of
Hastings, Foundation Trustees, Governors and parents. 
The service included 2 performances by the school’s string
quartet which was their first public appearance. Readings
were led by Year 9 students Sam, Milo and Yusuf; they told
the story of Rev. William Parker with an enactment of the
beginnings of the school, through communications which the
Reverend had with the then Bishop. 
All the students participated well to enthusiastically
commemorate the foundation of our school. 
In the new term we invite you to make contact with our
academy if you would like to be involved in the preparations
for our 400th celebrations in 2019. 

95th Commemoration

During the week beginning 15th
May, the Religion and Philosophy
department invited the Christian
School Workers Hastings team to
run the annual summer prayer
spaces. Prayer space is an
opportunity for calm, quiet
reflection in what can be quite a
busy time for students.
This year's theme was Treasure,
which enabled the students to
consider their lives and values as
well as their hopes for the future
and what they strive to achieve and
be. There were 8 activities for the
students to explore what they
treasure and see as precious, these
ranged from putting messages on an
empty chair to making pipe cleaner
'treasure' for the pirate ship.
For the full story and more photos
visit www.arkwilliamparker.org

Prayer Spaces
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Students said,

“This is fun and
very good.”

“It’s very calm and
peaceful in this
room.”
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Ark William Parker Academy welcomed
Bexhill Academy and St Leonards Academy
to the school when they hosted a successful
Year 8 rugby tournament.
Parker Team 2 started off the day with a
closely fought battle against Bexhill, with
the visitors eventually scoring in the last
play to win the game 15-10. The boys
recovered to defeat St Leonards Academy
(SLA) 15-5 while showing a fantastic mix of
powerful running and slick passing. 
On the other pitch, Parker Team 1 started
off the day with a 15-5 win over SLA and
then a closely fought loss to Bexhill in the
extreme weather conditions that included
hail stones that weren’t expected at this
time of year!
Finally, the two Parker teams played each
other for second place and it was Team 2
who took the win.

The tournament, which was supported by
Hastings and Bexhill RFC, focused on
encouraging more boys to play for Hastings
and Bexhill outside school. The event was a
huge success as lots of boys from all the
schools showed great interest and took
leaflets home with them. 
Coach Rob Martellini said, “The Ark William
Parker students showed great attitude and
determination in the games and this
showed with fantastic results and quality
rugby. The ultimate goal was to promote
the game and link with our local rugby club.
It was great to see so many parents support
the players as well as the friendly
atmosphere between all 4 teams. We look
forward to hosting more tournaments next
year in collaboration with Ark William
Parker and Hastings and Bexhill RFC.”

Read the full report on our website.

Hosting the Rugby Tournament

On the 14th July years 7-9 participated in a PSHRE day on
Enterprise. The aim was to identify how media is used to
advertise products. Students were placed into teams to
explore different charities that the school is considering
supporting next year. 
Students also participated in a Barclays Lifeskills session on
developing aspiration and being confident; Year 9 received
basic first aid training delivered by the British Heart
Foundation; Year 12 took part in an IGD event which
brought in local companies to talk to students about the
job opportunities within the Food Industry.

For more photos and the full report visit our website.

PSHRE day on Enterprise

Philosophy and ethics
students have a lively
debate at conference 
On Thursday 22nd June, Ark 6th Form
Philosophy and Ethics students
attended a conference at St Richard’s
Catholic College in Bexhill.
The Purpose of the day was to
consider whether “The God of
Classical Theism is an incoherent
concept.”
At the start of the day, students were
introduced to Mrs Dorit Oliver Wollf,
a Holocaust Survivor who has written
a book called ‘From Yellow Star to
Pop star’, in which Dorit recounts
how she and her mother survived
years of terror, with narrow escapes
from capture and bombing raids plus
betrayal by those she thought were
her friends.
The day ended with a lively debate
amongst the different schools that
had participated in the conference.
For the students it has helped them
engage in challenging debate and
prepare them for the examinations at
the end of Year 13.

Youth Opera 
A number of Ark William Parker
students participated in a 2-day
workshop with the Glyndebourne
Youth Opera. The workshop
introduced our students and students
from across East Sussex to the world
of opera, through performing,
creating and learning about opera
from every angle. Sessions gave
participants the chance to explore
some of the different artistic
disciplines involved in making opera,
including singing, drama, set design
and language, in a fun and creative
way. These workshops were led by
renowned music director Stephen
Higgins with input from an exciting
team of opera professionals,
including language coach Isabella
Radcliffe, and director James Bonas.
Our students said that it was fun and
engaging and that they had a
fantastic time. 



House
Sports
Day
2017

1st - Saunders   2nd - Saxon   3rd - Becket  4th - Parker

Students beat the teachers in this relay!
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Ark Alternative
Sports Day
On Wednesday 28 June eleven Year 8
students from Year 8 were taken to
the Ark Alternative Sports Day.
The day consisted of Boxing, with
Leroy Nicholas of Sweet Science who
was once Anthony Joshua’s coach;
Baseball, with the National Governing
Body; American Football with the
South London Renegades and
Ultimate Frisbee.
The students spent an hour with the
coaches learning the skills required
for the sports and then were able to
play games against each other.
The day was a great success and our
boys were an asset to the Academy,
displaying great sporting abilities and
excellent behaviour and conduct.
It was well noted that our young men
were among some of the best
performers on the day.
Ollie received the award for best boy
in Softball and Tom won the award
for best boy in the Flag American
Football.
The students had a long and tiring
journey home after the event which
took us past Grenfell Tower.
The boys were shocked by the sight
of the towers, with one of them
remarking that we should not take
photos as it is disrespectful. The sight
of the tower showed our students to
be emotionally aware of other people
and for such young men to react in
such a sensitive and thoughtful way
was another pleasing result from a
successful day.
Head of PE, Mr Elford lauded praise
on the students, “Our boys yet again
were a credit to our academy. They
had to endure 6½ hours of travelling
and behaved impeccably on the bus.
They had great opportunities to take
part in activities that were new and
challenging to them and they did so
with smiles on their faces and with a
lot of talent too. The boys certainly
left an impression with coaches as
they were nominated for 3 of the 4
awards competing against 6 different
schools.”



Our athletes were thrilled when Paralympic
medal winner, Dave Henson, joined them
for a run on our athletics track.
Dave had been visiting the area and needed
a track to train on; the academy was more
than happy to help and welcomed Dave to
use their facilities.
Dave, who has also won a gold medal in the
200m Invictus Games, spoke to the
students about his journey. They listened
intently as he described how he had both
his legs blown off while on patrol for the
Royal Engineers in Afghanistan; how during
his rehabilitation he found a new passion
for sport and how he went on to win a
bronze medal in the Rio Paralympic Games.
The boys were very curious about his
running blades and inspected them with
great interest before joining Dave for a run
around the track.
Teacher Rob Martellini said, “What a great
opportunity for the boys to have such an

inspirational
speaker visit
them during
their athletics
lesson. The
boys were in
awe of Dave
and his story.
It was an eye
opening
experience for
the Year 8s and allowed them to realise the
importance of hard work and determination,
and how perseverance can help them achieve
their goals.”
Head of PE Jimmy Elford, “It was a privilege
to welcome Dave to our school to use our
facilities. Our boys were engrossed in his
journey and it was amazing to have a
Paralympic athlete join us and see him in
action. We wish him every success in the
future and he is welcome back to inspire
our students any time.”

Athletes welcome Paralympian
to train on our track 

A class of Year 8 students were pleasantly
surprised when a little visitor attended their
science class. Potemkim, a pigmy hedgehog
from South Africa, was brought in when they
were studying how animals and plants are
adapted to survive in their environments. The
students loved being able to watch him run
around and stroke his spines.
The students wrote a paragraph on how
Potemkim is adapted for survival; that he is fast,
can run really far and has spines to help protect
him from predators. This is a skill they are often
asked to do in Biology exam questions.

An interesting lesson with
Potemkim, a pigmy hedgehog

Give your views
on Parent View

Parent View gives you the chance to say
what you think about your son’s school.
By sharing your views, you’ll be helping
us to improve. You will also be able to
see what other parents have said about
Ark William Parker Academy. Visit
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk
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PTA
Parent Teacher
Association
If you are a parent or member of
staff at Ark William Parker
Academy and would like to join
the PTA please contact reception
on 01424 439888 or email
info@arkwilliamparker.org

Mountain biking
As part of their GCSE PE, Year 11
students had the opportunity to
participate in mountain biking at
Bedgebury Pinetum - a fun and
thrilling experience for all.
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End of term
awards 
assemblies

On the last day of term, special award assemblies were
held to celebrate the achievements of our students. 
Principal Stephanie Newman addressed students at the
beginning of each assembly with words of expectation
and good wishes for the holiday. 
House sports day results were announced by Mr Elford

and certificates were presented to students who
collected them on behalf of their house.
A great conclusion to the end of term and an excellent
way to celebrate the outstanding achievements of so
many of our students.

Winners of House Sports Day -
Saunders 


