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Following on from their recent work on Shakespeare’s A Midsummer
Night’s Dream, Year 7s took part in a literacy workshop with Alan
Ward, Hastings Library Writer in Residence. 
Alan worked with the students on some creative writing pieces around
the theme of love potions. These were no ordinary love potions: the
focus was on the creative use of language. Together, they discovered
that a love potion
doesn’t have to be
all petals and
rosewater. It could,
for example, involve
Raffety Amor’s
“chiselled wooden
dice dunked in
gallium”, or Samuel
Morris-Segal’s
“shattered LED light
rubbed with acid”.
They learnt about
the power of
specificity in
language: rather
than just saying
“bone”, they’d say
“tibia”. Rather than
“coin”, they’d say
“twenty pence”, so
that the reader
could more easily
summon the image.
Alan said that he
really enjoyed
working with the
various groups.

Literacy workshop

1066 Schools’ Book Award  
This year was the award’s 10th Anniversary (2008-
2018) and students from local schools have been
avidly reading this year’s shortlist. The winner
‘Running on the Roof of the World’ was announced
at a presentation event at Ark Helenswood Academy
on Wednesday 14 March with all the participating
schools in attendance. 
Ark Helenswood students opened the event and this
was followed by a student from each school reading
an excerpt from one of the shortlisted books.  Sam
Tomlin represented Ark William Parker and did a
fantastic job reading from ‘Ring of Roses’.
Canadian children’s fantasy author, the lively and
entertaining, Kate O’Hearn, who won the 1066
Schools’ book award in 2009, announced the
competition winners and the overall winner of the
book award. 
Well done to David Edgeworth for winning one of the
competitions. It was a great evening and the boys
were a credit to the Academy… well done! 

My transformation potion is made from:
A griffin’s front left foot dipped in lava,
A dragon’s ear used to stir a litre of old pond
water,
A demon’s horn filled with the blood of a lizard,
A devil’s tooth kept for three years in a jar of
mercury,
An old 2cm rusty screw left in a cup of red food
colouring,
A shattered LED light rubbed with acid,
A shard of green glass made in 1905.
Throw it all in a large pot, 
mix with the bone of a deer killed on the night
of a full moon.

by Samuel Morris-Segal, Year 7

More examples 
of student’s work 
can be found 
throughout this 
newsletter and 
also on our website at www.arkwilliamparker.org

Parents, Carers and Community Friends,

Welcome to the latest edition of our newsletter from
which you can catch a glimpse of life at our academy
and the events, successes and achievements that have
taken place within Ark William Parker.

We have been very busy preparing our boys and Year
13 students for their impending examinations. Our
students have been amazing, showing great
perseverance in order to get the results that they so
deserve in the Summer. I am sure that you will join
me in wishing them the very best of luck for a good
set of papers and questions. 

Stephanie Newman
Principal

Welcome



The Year 9 Ark William Parker rugby team
battled hard to achieve their first win of the
season. They beat Buckswood 43-19 in a
tightly contested game which saw Parker
come through as comfortable winners after
a strong second half performance. The year

9s showed great character, determination
and perseverance to overcome a strong
Buckswood side which beat Parker 3 weeks
previously. When their confidence was
high, it was clear Parker would go on to
score more tries!

Achieved first win of the season
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Year 11 Basketball
team win tournament
The Year 11 Basketball team
competed against two other local
schools in a triangular tournament as
part of the District Basketball
leagues. In the first match against
Bexhill the team managed to get
some early baskets to take the lead
but Bexhill fought back. 
After half time the team then scored
more baskets to secure a 20-12 win.
Bexhill then played Robertsbridge
and beat them 13-7. That meant if
we were able to beat Robertsbridge
then we would win the tournament.
After a shaky start and the scores
being level at half time, the team
managed to score some quick baskets
in succession to complete a 24-12
victory to win the tournament.

The Year 9 Ark William Parker football team
made it through to the Under 14 Sussex
Schools County Cup Final.
The team were determined to get into the
final having won the trophy in Year 7. In
muddy and heavy conditions Parker played
some fantastic passing football, playing out
from the back and feeding wingers Jamal
Lubanga and Alfie Peacock in dangerous
areas behind and down the sides of a
resolute Durrington defence. In sport, you
often get punished for mistakes, and this
was epitomised when Parker allowed a
Durrington player a free header from a
corner, completely against the run of play.
Durrington fortunately took a one goal lead

into half time.
In the second half Parker, tried to get back
into the game but were kept at bay by
some good saves. Parker kept persevering
and their efforts were rewarded when the
excellent Aiden Avery retrieved the ball
with his back to goal, span his man and
found the bottom corner. This buoyed
Parker who then ran through their
opponents. Avery turned provider with
another excellent passage of play which
resulted in Jamal Palmer scoring from the
edge of the box. Great work from Peacock
down the right set up the third and final
Parker goal with Lubanga scoring from
close range at the far post.

Football - County Cup Finalists

Year 7 Basketball -
Good defensive and
attacking play  
The Year 7 Basketball team travelled
to Bexhill Academy to play in
triangular tournament along with
Robertsbridge. Facing Bexhill in the
first game, it was pretty even until
midway through the match when we
scored our first basket. We then went
onto score another two baskets
without conceding, taking the score
to 6-0 to win the game. The following
match against Robertsbridge ended
in a draw with a one basket a piece,
an end to end to game with some
good defensive and attacking play. 

visit our website for more
news and photos 
www.arkwilliamparker.org
www.facebook.com/williamparkeracademy



A group of students were lucky enough to
be picked to do a morning’s drum
masterclass with a former Ark Helenswood
and sixth form student, Beth Mepham.
Students began by learning how to start a
beat and by the end of the session, could
play a whole song through!
The boys thoroughly enjoyed the morning
and their feedback was excellent...“I really
loved it and would like to do it again”….

“I want a drum kit at home so I can learn.” 
The session was set up in the ISEND
department and we had a lot of very happy
smiling students by the end of the session.
It was really worthwhile seeing students
persevere and achieve their goals of
“banging out” a recognisable tune. Here’s
to the next one! The students were a credit
to the academy displaying exemplar
behaviour and manners to our visitor. 

Drum masterclass
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Sixth Form Activities
at Brighton Uni 
Our A level PE and BTEC sport sixth
formers joined students from around
the South of England to attend an
eye-opening day of activities at the
University of Brighton.
The day consisted of lectures and
seminars from guest speakers.The
highlights were hearing the journey of
an alumni who trained as a sports
development officer after studying for
a Sports Science degree who is now
leading nationwide initiatives for
National Governing Bodies. These
initiatives were the ‘back to Netball’
scheme for England Netball and the
launch of ‘Allstars Cricket’ for the ECB.
Students also managed to enter an
acclimatisation chamber which is
currently set to replicate conditions
for the Tokyo Olympics in 2020. They
took part in biomechanics
experiments analysing the force
produced when leaving the start
blocks in a timed 3 metre sprint. They
were engrossed in a strength and
conditioning taster led session by
university staff and spoke with two
university students who were
undertaking their dissertation
research. 
Our students were left buzzing from
the experience and are now
considering their opportunities when
they leave sixth form. 

As part of the schools Christian
distinctiveness, Year 7 and 8 were involved
in a 2 hour assembly on the last day of
term. On this day, which is known as
Maundy Thursday, students listened to a
different message on Christian beliefs
about Easter.  
Austin Woods started the assembly by
sharing an Easter message with students
participating in some Maths around the
prophecy of the Messiah. There were
plenty of guesses by students and
chocolate rewards for their interaction.
This was followed by a performance by

Guvna B, a UK Rap artist, who explained his
story and spoke about how faith has led
him to become the artist he is. Below is a
link to a piece he performed in the
assembly. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C-
be3I6RulQ&list=RD2WYWit3lHEM&index=2
For the last part of the assembly students
observed 10 American Christian university
students perform a short play on ‘Sin’. 
Many thanks to Austin Woods and Steve
Waller for helping to coordinate an event
that was so engaging for our young people.

UK Rap artist Guvna B performs 

New e-newsletter
We will be launching a new 
e-newsletter which will be emailed
regularly to all subscribers.
If you would like to receive our email
newsletter, with all the latest news
from Ark William Parker, please sign up
via our website. Your details will only
be used for this purpose.

www.arkwilliamparker.org
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Our Year 9A football team beat Priory
school on 4-3 on penalties to set up a final
against Seaford Head.
A dramatic finish to the match saw Parker
win through via the dreaded penalty shoot-
out. 
In truth, Parker didn’t do enough to win the
game in normal time and found themselves
two goals down before they played with
any urgency. The manner in which the boys
showed faith and persevered, when the
chances of salvaging something from the
game, was outstanding. With 7 minutes to
play, Captain Benn Ward found a pocket of
space inside the Priory defence and

finished in assured style. With two minutes
left Spencer Winters equalised with a free
kick from outside the area, something for
which he is becoming known for. 
Extra time saw very little goal mouth action
with the winner decided by penalties.
Harvey Mapstone failed with the first spot
kick, the Priory keeper making a good save.
Priory scored their first but blazed over
their second. Ward scored to make it 1-1
after two penalties each. Craddock saved
the last Priory penalty with the score 4-3 to
Parker (Winters, Warren and Lubanga all
scored), meaning it was Parker who went
through to the District Cup final. 

Through to District Cup Finals

Just before Easter, three hampers were
raffled off to staff and students. The
proceeds being split between three
charities that the Houses support and the
Year 11 prom.
There was great excitement leading up to

the draw, with boys and staff alike, trying
to carry favour with the draw master.
The draw was completed, with Miss
Newman drawing the tickets, during the
last assembly of term.
The winners were Stuart, Luke and Jay.

Easter Charity Raffle

2nd Place in Rugby 7s
Tournament
Our Year 9 Rugby team took part in
the Hastings Schools Rugby 7s
tournament in March. The team
finished in a fantastic 2nd place after
some great victories. 
Having lost our opening game against
a strong Bexhill side who went on to
win the tournament, the Year 9s won
our remaining 3 games in
comfortable style. We beat
Claverham 8 trys to nil, St Leonard’s
Academy 7-1 and Bexhill B 8-0 with
some fantastic rugby on show. 

U15s Indoor Cricket
Tournament  
Ark William Parker entered the U'15s
district indoor cricket tournament
along with St Leonards Academy and
Bexhill Academy. In our first match
against St Leonards we were
defeated by 9 runs despite a good
partnership from Freddie Legg and
Henry Crowley we could quite score
enough runs to take the victory.
Batting first against Bexhill Academy
we set a modest score as we lost too
many wickets throughout the innings
reducing our score. Our team
displayed good bowling and fielding. 

Year 10 Basketball  
The Year 10 Basketball team faced
Claverham in a competitive district
league match. The first and fourth
quarters were close and this is when
we scored the majority of our points.
A resilient effort saw us defeated 39-
20. Ollie Cook, Jenson Kent and Kian
Epps were among the point scorers.  

visit our website for more news and photos www.arkwilliamparker.org
www.facebook.com/williamparkeracademy



Students from Ark 6th Form East Sussex
and Ark Helenswood Academy took to the
seas in a dynamic production of a brand
new musical Rock the Boat. Set on a
transatlantic cruise ship in the 1970s the
musical is a sparkling comedy featuring a
host of eccentric characters and a string of
memorable hits from the seventies.
Over one hundred students were involved
in the performance as actors, dancers and
technical teams collaborated to produce a
brilliant show which was enjoyed by
audiences over two nights. Students from

local primary schools were also treated to a
special matinee performance. 
Niall Whitehead, Head of Performing Arts,
said “We are extremely proud to have
involved students from every year group
from Year 7 to 13 in our musical. Ark 6th
Form and the whole academy collaborated
to produce an amazing show and an
unforgettable experience for our students.”
Rock the Boat was a stunning success and a
tribute to the quality of Performing Arts
across both academies.

Rock the boat - a stunning musical

My Potion
My love potion is made from:
1 dragon’s fang boiled in blood.
A fairy’s wing, sprinkled in ink.
3 long wizard hairs soaked in
teardrops.
A dove’s wing damp with pure
water.
A chiselled wooden dice dunked in
gallium.
3 pieces of a golden necklace
dipped in oil.

by Raffety Amor, Year 7
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Year 8 Basketball
The Year 8 Basketball team
participated in a fixture against
Bexhill Academy. The game was very
tight to start with, possession and
shooting attempts being even. We
took the lead after a nice basket from
Jon, Bexhill fought back and led at
half time 4-2. The second half started
in similar fashion to the first but this
time Bexhill converted more of their
chances to extend the lead. A late
basket from Byron made the final
score 14-4 to Bexhill. The boys
demonstrated good attitude and
resilience.  

Maps to Manhood workshop  
Students participated in their first
Maps to Manhood workshop,
where they discussed stereotypes
and what it means to be a man.
All students were engaged and
found the session challenging with
respect to discussing why there are
certain expectations around
emotions, stereotypes etc.. of
‘Being a Man’. They also produced
artwork which is pictured right. 

Residential trip to Cambridge University
A group of Year 12 students went on a residential trip to Cambridge over the Easter
holidays. They all had a great time and
student Michaela said, “My week at
Cambridge University was one of the most
inspiring and eye opening experiences of my
life. It allowed me to live as a real university
student, establishing my independence and
meeting new people from all over the
country which has aided the building of my
confidence through public speaking and
debate, encouraged through the true to life
lectures I experienced.” 



The snow did not stop us heading over to
Eastbourne’s Devonshire Park Theatre on
that freezing first day of March. The heated
theatre was full and the show was warming
and fun. Bede’s School did a superb job of
presenting this great Dickens classic.
The Year 7 students who attended thoroughly
enjoyed the show and behaved perfectly.
Here are some of their comments:
‘I enjoyed the play because it was very
amusing but the serious parts were just as

good. The acting was brilliant. I am so glad I
paid the money for this trip.’  
‘The performance was funny and enjoyable
thanks to the songs and amazing acting’.
Fagin was really well acted and it was funny
when he spoke to the violin player in the
orchestra. The whole cast was very talented
and the set and costumes really caught the
eye too. The whole experience was really
effective and we hope to go on more trips
like this.

Oliver Twist - theatre trip review
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Indoor Cricket
Tournament  
Students from Year 7/8 took part in a
regional indoor cricket tournament
competing against three other
schools; Battle Abbey, Bexhill
Academy and St Leonards Academy.
The format was round robin playing
each other school twice. Despite
being low on the numbers the boys
that took part demonstrated good
resilience and improved with every
game that was played. The boys won
one and lost four of the games
played but played with determination
and a smile on their face.  

Hastings Schools
Rugby Tournament  
On Thursday 15th March our Year 8
rugby team took part in the Hastings
schools Year 8 rugby tournament.
There were some strong
performances from the team and
individual players. Having beat St
Leonards Academy and Battle Abbey
in comfortable style. We then lost to
Bexhill, St Richards and Claverham so
finished the tournament in 4th place. 
There were some outstanding
performances from Gregg Quinn,
Jake Willard, Ashton Pola and Corey
and Harley Hughes. All students
represented the academy in an
excellent way. 

Library visits   
Students have been given the
opportunity to extend their reading skills
by having regular drop-ins during tutor
time. Students were able to select and
read a different range of books and then
were encouraged to sign out the books in
order to continue and read them at
home. Students have been really engaged
in the process and have enjoyed visiting
the library. Some students have even
signed up to become librarians and also
to take on different book challenges 

visit our website for more
news and photos 

www.arkwilliamparker.org
www.facebook.com/williamparkeracademy

Artist of the Month 
Leon Wares, 
Year 10
Leon has been researching the work of Shepard
Fairey an American contemporary street artist.
Leon created this stylized and colourful piece of
work after looking into his election campaign
posters. 
Well done Leon!



Give your views on Parent View
Parent View gives you the chance to say what you think about
your son’s school. By sharing your views, you’ll be helping us to

improve. You will also be able to see what other parents have said about Ark
William Parker Academy. Visit https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk

Ark William Parker Academy . Park Avenue . Hastings . East Sussex . TN34 2PG . Tel. 01424 439888 . Fax. 01424 448292

www.arkwilliamparker.org
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RISE and ROAR! 
Ark William Parker is launching an exciting Slam Poetry Competition for the
students to participate in, in collaboration with Hastings Fringe Festival which
takes place in July 2018.  Students are invited to write a poem, a conscious rap
or a hip hop piece. The winner and runners up will be invited to perform with
established spoken word artists  at a local theatre venue as part of Hastings
Fringe Festival and will have their words printed in a local newspaper.
Teacher Mrs Alexander said “This is a great way to get students to engage with
spoken word, poetry and to get their feelings, thoughts and ideas expressed.”
We will be promoting this through assemblies and encouraging students to sign
up. They will then receive a workshop for free, to support their work.

www.facebook.com/williamparkeracademy

visit our website for more 
news and photos 
www.arkwilliamparker.org
www.facebook.com/williamparkeracademy


