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Dear Parents and Carers,

Our final newsletter of
the year marks the end of
an extremely busy term
for both staff and
students. Our Year 11 and
Sixth Form students have
completed an intense

examination season – a notable achievement in
itself.  We are looking forward to sharing results
with them later on in August. The exact dates and
arrangements for collecting results are available on
our website.

Students in years 7, 8, 9 and 10 have also been
busy revising for and completing their end of year
assessments. The progress we are seeing in these
year groups is extremely pleasing. The end of year
reports will be with you in the next day or so and
will detail students’ exact areas of focus for moving
even further forward, next year.

As you know the academy was inspected by
Ofsted, last week. The final report is not yet
published but we are looking forward to sharing it
with you as soon as we are able. This is likely to be
at the start of September.

The end of year celebration assemblies have been
a fantastic way to end the term for us all. Thank
you to all families and friends of the academy who
were able to come and share these events and
support students in marking their considerable

achievements and efforts. Each assembly featured
musical performances from students who had
recently performed at The Barbican in London as
part of the Ark Schools Music gala and readings of
students’ work from throughout the year.
The academy has also enjoyed its first whole
school sports day, this year.  All students were
engaged in a wide range of sporting activities
covering both track and field events as well as golf,
badminton and football. The day ended with a
house awards ceremony.
The end of an academic year also inevitably sees
schools saying goodbye and good luck to
colleagues as they move on to the next stage of
their careers. Our thanks and best wishes to staff
who will be leaving us for all they have contributed
to our academy and the lives of the students they
have worked with. I have included full details in the
end of term letter that accompanies your son’s
report. 
As always it is our pleasure to work with all of our
students and their families as well as the whole
academy community. Thank you for your continued
support this year and I look forward to continuing
our partnership as we work together next year.
On behalf of all of us at Ark William Parker
Academy I wish you and your families an enjoyable
and restful summer break.
Yours sincerely, 
Daniel Hatley, Principal

Welcome

Fourteen of our students took to one of the
world’s most iconic stages in a musical
extravaganza. They sang for an audience of 2,000
people at London’s Barbican Centre as part of the
Ark Music Gala on Tuesday 30th June.
This was the first time that Ark William Parker
took part in the Gala. The Academy joined 30
other Ark schools from London, Birmingham,
Hastings and Portsmouth, all of which have been
working to create inspiring musical pieces for the
Gala.
The students were part of a group of over 750
musicians - including a massed choir of 400 voices
- who performed a rich variety of repertoire
including music from the Tudor era, a Russian folk
song and contemporary pop hits like Ella
Henderson’s ‘Ghost’.
Daniel Jukes, a Year 9 student, was one of the
students to have picked up a new instrument for
the Gala, having only started learning to play bass
guitar a few months previously.
He said: “It was a bit scary to play at a world-
famous stage like the Barbican, but I’m very proud
of my performance.” 
Tom Smith, Year 9, said: “Performing at the Barbican
was nerve-wracking, but absolutely amazing - we’ve
really learnt how to express ourselves musically

over the last year.”
Matt Healey, Music teacher, said: “It meant a lot to
Ark William Parker and our students to perform
on a world-famous stage that more often hosts
London Symphony Orchestra and the Royal
Shakespeare Company. Our performers have come
together from different year groups to create
something really special.”
Margaret O’Shea, Director of Music at Ark, said,
“All those involved in the Music Gala have worked
enormously hard over the past weeks and months
preparing for the concert. 
“One of the great delights of our music
programme is to see the personal growth of these
remarkable young musicians as they embark on the
journey of singing in a choir or learning to master
an instrument.
“It is a huge privilege to see our students perform
with such confidence and skill on a stage that
regularly showcases the London Symphony
Orchestra and the Royal Shakespeare Company.” 

Students give a
great performance
at the Barbican

Sports
Day
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On Wednesday 8th July, the Rt. Rev’d
Richard Jackson, Bishop of Lewes, was the
visiting preacher at All Saints Church for the
Service of Commemoration.
All of Year 7, along with representatives of
other year groups, were transported by bus
to the Old Town for this important annual
event in the academy’s calendar.
Musical items were played by the Gala Band,
Yusif Smallman and Courtney King (of the
sixth form).  
One guest wrote “Having had the privilege
of attending such services in previous years,
I believe the students exceeded earlier
standards this year in their musical prowess
and hosting demeanour.”  The letter went
on, “The Imaginary Ancient
Correspondence, by Lewis Neech, Adam
Pearson and Munro Scott, was not only well
executed but wonderfully informative.”
It was good to have ‘our own’ organist, Mr
Smallman, playing the hymns and
processional and recessional music this year.
School Chaplain, the Rev’d Peter Michell
who has read the bidding prayer at each
‘Commem’ for thirty years, started by
inviting everyone to remember those who

died in the London bombings ten years ago.
The Bishop captivated the attention of the
students as he referred to the progress of
mobile phone technology since the 1980s,
before going on to point to Christ.
Mr Olorunda says, “The boys were fantastic
and we received a lot of positive feedback.
It was a very proud moment to see our
head boy and
deputies speak so
well and the
musicians perform.”
A past student
declared it to be
the best
Commemoration
Service for quite
some years.

Commemoration 2015

Students in Year 7 have been achieving high levels of success in
their poetry unit and most recently, 27 students who entered a
competition entitled ‘Poetopia’ were successful in having their
work selected for publication in a forthcoming anthology.
The Poetopia competition is run by the National Young Writers’
organisation and the rules surrounding the conditions of entry
were very tough indeed.  They demanded that each student write
a poem depending upon the ‘faction’ of society to which they belonged.  Their ‘faction’ was
decided upon after they had answered several questions in a quiz about their personality; a
quiz inspired by popular dystopian fiction such as ‘Divergent’ and ‘The Hunger Games’.  The
students were given the opportunity to perform their poems in a hugely successful poetry
recital. English teacher, Ms Lucy Brennan said:  ‘We had a brilliant selection of poems
submitted for the competition, including many that showed off the students’ passion for the
weird and wacky but also their sensitivity and compassion. The school will receive a copy of
the anthology and, at that point, the winner and runners up will be judged by the organisers
with a 1st prize of £500, a 2nd prize of £250 and a 3rd prize of £100 coming to the school
if they win. This is tremendous for our students and we are very proud of their success.’

“Poetopia!”

A great display of 
mathematical prowess
On the 23rd of June, eight of Parker’s
finest mathletes made the long
journey to King’s College in London
to take part in the Ark Mega Math’s
Wrangle. Jacob Colvin, Vinnie
Dominey, Harry Gunther, Jack Mackay,
Matthew Andrews, Nathan Bradley,
Joel Craig, and Adam Hoxley battled
their way through several
mathematics and problem-solving
based challenges. The day was long
and the competition was fierce, but
the boys persevered. It was their
teamwork and sheer determination
that carried them through to the very
end of the competition. 
Mathematics teacher, Mr Kolar said, “
In all my years I have not seen a
greater display of mathematical
prowess. Unfortunately, when the
dust settled, the boys had not
managed to find a spot on the
podium. Their positive attitudes,
however, remained unbroken. They
had fought well, and even in defeat
had learned valuable lessons about
life, the universe and mathematics.”

Factionless by Sam Tomlin, Year 7

Rushing through my veins
Taking over my blood stream
Boom-Boom! My heart gradually
beating
Faster, faster
Flooding through me, I feel;
Hate, diligence, honesty,
Anger. Burning
Being fuelled by my never-ending rage
It was as though a raging rhino was
trapped inside of me.
Drip, Drip! The endless dripping of
blood,
Infuriating me even more, a fire
burning
Inside my heart.
Emerging through all of my anger, it is
hope calming the storm.
I am the odd one out of the pack
I am Dissimilis.



Primary colleagues work extremely hard on the key cross curricular skills of literacy
and numeracy which form the bedrock for students’ transition to secondary school.
It is our aim, within the Ark family of schools, to ensure that our primary
colleagues’ efforts do not succumb to the nationally recognised phenomenon of the
“transition dip”, where students’ progress is temporarily “stalled” while they
become accustomed to the new procedures and practices of secondary school
To ensure that student’s journey from primary to secondary school is as smooth
and positive as possible, the Principals of Helenswood and Ark William Parker
Academies, Lucy Monk and Daniel Hatley, visited Little Ridge and Blacklands
primary schools to distribute English exercise books to students in the current 
Year 6.  Students will use these work books for the remainder of their time in Year
6, and will continue to use them when they begin Year 7 at their chosen secondary
schools.  Our intention is to do all we can to ensure a smooth transition between
primary and secondary school for the student members of the ARK family. 
We also believe it is important that Year 6 students are given the opportunity to
meet their future school principals and discuss any concerns they may have about
going to the “big school”.

Year 6 students look to the future with Ark principals
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Students in Year 6, from local primary
schools, attended Ark William Parker
Academy for three days at the beginning of
July. The aim of these induction days was to
enable the Year 6 students to gain an insight
into what life at secondary school will be
like in September, when they enrol as the
new Year 7 cohort.
The students experienced a wide range of

exciting lessons and activities from across
the curriculum, which showed them just
how different Ark William Parker will be to
their current school. They had lessons in
the science laboratories, cooked in the food
technology kitchens, used workshops for
Design Technology and made great use of
the wide-range of sports facilities.
The induction days have also given students

the opportunity to meet many of the staff
who will play a key role in supporting them;
building their confidence about the move
from primary to secondary education as
they take the next exciting steps in their
lives. We look forward to welcoming the
new Year 7s in September.

Year 6 take the next exciting steps in their lives



The athletics team of Ark William Parker
have enjoyed a successful couple of weeks
at different events around the South East.
The first event was the English Schools
Track and Field cup that took place at The
K2 complex in Crawley. This was a county
event that involved 14 students from Years
9 and 10 who took part in 2 different
activities. For each event students gained
points, depending upon how they
performed; the scores were then totalled to
give an overall score.  Ark William Parker
finished second and just missed out on
advancing to the Regional finals. 
The next event was the Hastings and

Rother Town sports event. This involved all
of the local schools from Years 7, 8, 9 and
10. There were some outstanding
performances by many of the students who
were competing against a high standard of
athletes from the other schools. The Year 9
team romped to victory with the Year 7, 8
and 10 teams finishing in bronze position
for their respective competitions.
The final event of the year was the annual
Ark Key Stage 3 Sports Day that took place
at the National Sports Centre in Crystal
Palace. Teams from all over the Ark network
travelled from near and far to compete at a
stadium that has hosted the likes of Usian
Bolt and Jessica Ennis. Ark William Parker
joined forces with Helenswood Academy to
create one team and competed against 12
other Ark schools. Five students were
selected from Years 7, 8 and 9 to represent
the academy in several athletics events. The
students produced some really impressive
performances, especially from Sam Kamara
(100m), Harry Burton (400m), Ryan
Morrissy (800m) and Dylan Bolton (800m)
who won gold in their events. Other
students involved: Year 7 - Ryan May, Calum
Barnes, David Towner, Harvey Cheshire and
Jack De Angelis;  Year 8 - Jack Mackay,

Finnley Page, Tom Dearle and Jaden Gerrish;
Year 9 - Tom Smith and Finlay Rolfe.
Teacher Mr Morris said, "The students who
represented the school at the Ark KS3
Sports day were a real credit to the
academy and produced some eye catching
performances. They were extremely
professional in everything that they did
throughout the day and really enjoyed the
experience.”

Outstanding performances from our athletics team
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Painting to African Music
Students in Mrs Matthews’ Year 8 art
class were given the opportunity to
enter the East Sussex Music Poster
Competition this year. The winner
receives a  £50 voucher and the
artwork will feature in promotional
material. 
The students had been working on a
project about Africa, so Mrs
Matthews felt it would be a great
opportunity to make the art while
listening to African music. Students
made their own mark-making tools
using sticks and other found
materials; they used these with
acrylic paint. The marks would relate
to different sounds and emotions
that they interpreted from the music.
The students enjoyed this experience
and produced some interesting
pieces of work.
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The Year 10 cricket team, travelled to
Brighton to face Patcham High in the 20:20
Sussex Cup. Having won the toss, Ark
William Parker (AWPA) took to the field.  
A good spell of opening bowling from Sam
Hobbs (0-6) and George Marvin (3-19)
restricted the runs and put pressure on
Patcham High. The change bowlers all
bowled extremely well with Declan
Johnson, Tom Benford and James Blything
each taking a wicket. The tight bowling was
backed up by some fantastic fielding,
including a run out for Harry Martin and a
good catch from Louis Tobin. The wicket
keeping was shared between James Blything
and Tom Climpson, who both did a good
job with the gloves. Patcham High ended

their innings on 90-7. 
Chasing 91 to win, AWPA started their
reply with a solid partnership from the
openers Blything and Benford (15) who put
on 24 for the first wicket. A flurry of
wickets then saw AWPA slump to 32-4, a
fifth wicket partnership between Harry
Martin (11) and Zak Boutwood took the
score to 76. More runs were added and
wickets were lost meaning that AWPA
needed 6 runs off the last over; with 3 balls
gone 1 run was scored and 2 wickets were
lost. It went down to the last ball where 4
runs were needed to win the game; Zak
Boutwood (35 not out) duly delivered,
smashing the ball to the boundary to win
the game.

Quarter finalists in 20:20 Sussex Cup

The annual Town Primary Sports Athletics
event took place on Friday 19th June at the
Ark William Parker arena. This event was
organised by Rob Smith and Stuart Maclean
from Silverdale and involved children from
primary schools around the town. 
Every year, Year 10 Ark William Parker
students are called upon to help run the
events and this year it was the turn of 
Mr Morris' GCSE PE group. They used their

leadership skills to run many of the events
and were praised by both Rob and Stuart,
who said “The Ark William Parker students
did a fantastic job in running the events and
were a real credit to the academy.” 

Town Primary Sports Athletics

Pictured below - Little Ridge and
Blacklands students enjoying the afternoon

Little Ridge Sports Day
On Wednesday 24th June, a group of
our students helped to lead the
annual Ark Little Ridge Sports Day.
They were on hand to help; they
marshalled events, helped the young
athletes through their paces and
ensured everything ran smoothly.
Teacher Graham Morris said “The
boys were an absolute credit to the
academy and gained heaps of praise
from the teaching staff from Little
Ridge. ”

ARK Little Ridge
Primary Academy



Exploring ‘Op’ art at the
Del La Warr Pavilion
All Year 10 art students were invited
to the De La Warr in Bexhill to see
the work of the internationally
recognised artist- Bridget Riley.
Riley’s work became instantly
recognisable in the 60’s when the
artist started to produce abstract
art paintings which we know as ‘Op’
Art. The boys were interested in the
use of colour and how Riley came
to form these illusion paintings. They
discovered how colours emerge and
recede and that maths plays a big
part in the planning of each piece.
Two workshops took place with an
artist from the gallery. The students
then explored the use of
perspective and colour within
optical art.

Silverdale Sports Day
On Tuesday 16th June, Year 8
students from Ark William Parker
went to Silverdale Primary Academy
to help lead their annual sports day.
This was a great opportunity for
our students to show some of their
excellent leadership and
communication skills. 
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The University of Brighton was invited to
the Academy to give Year 7 and Year 8
students a prospective view of what
university life may be like. Students were
involved in a one hour session where
student ambassadors from the University
guided our students through a board game;
the game highlighted some of the things
that they may need to do, or be involved
with, should they choose to go to university. 
Year 8 student Benjamin Baldock said, “I was
concerned about going to university
because I thought I wouldn’t be good
enough in certain subjects. Now, after
playing the board game, I can see there is

more choice
than I thought; I
now feel more
confident that I
could go to
university.” 
Adam Maclean said
“I always wanted to go to university but I
didn’t know much about it. By playing the
game I now know more about what is on
offer on site, how things work; I think it’s an
interesting way to learn.”
The students really enjoyed the event and it
helped them to think about the prospect of
going to university.

University board games

Sixty students from Years 7 and Year 8 were invited to
an activity session at Hastings Coast College to attend
the Sotto Voce Arts Festival, which celebrates the
integration of the sciences and the arts with the truly
beautiful topic of Space.
The science and arts students entered a 3D 
blow-up planetarium, which displayed an exciting
educational film projected across the ceiling of the
dome. Students learnt about space exploration and
ways in which astronomers find out new facts about
our universe and share them with the world.
Science teacher Pip McCall said, “It was an amazing
opportunity for the boys to develop their
understanding of space after studying the topic in class.
Expanding their interests in a really exciting interactive
atmosphere was a pleasure for all involved.”

Sotto Voce Arts Festival



Rounders - Keystage 3
1st place Saunders 20 points
2nd place Parker 15 points
3rd place Becket 10 points
3rd place Saxon 10 points

Rounders - Keystage 4
1st place Saunders 20 points
2nd place Saxon 15 points
3rd place Becket 10 points
4th place Parker 5 points

Golf - KS3
1st place Becket 20 points
2nd place Parker 15 points
3rd place Saxon 10 points
4th place Saunders 5 points

Golf - KS4
1st place Saunders 20 points
2nd place Parker 15 points
3rd place Becket 10 points
3rd place Saxon 10 points

The Apprentice
1st place Saxon 20 points
2nd place Saunders 15 points
3rd place Becket 10 points
4th place Parker 5 points

Science - Year 7
1st place Saxon 20 points
2nd place Parker 15 points
3rd place Saunders 10 points
4th place Becket 5 points

Science - Year 8
1st place Parker 20 points
2nd place Becket 15 points
3rd place Saxon 10 points
4th place Saunders 5 points

Science - Year 9
1st place Becket 20 points
2nd place Saxon 15 points
3rd place Parker 10 points
4th place Saunders 5 points

House
Results

3rd place Parker 1055 points

Overall House Summary
1st place Saunders 1070 points

2nd place Saxon 1060 points

3rd place Parker 1055 points

4th place Becket 1030 points

Congratulations to Saunders who won the House
Shield this year with 1070 points. Well done to all
the students who took part; a great time was had by
all. Keep a look out for next year’s exciting events.
Golf
They say that Golf is “a good walk spoiled”. Well if
having really good fun, laughing and, generally
enjoying yourself is spoiling things, bring it on! 
Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 boys recently took part in the
latest house event, extreme golf. Some staff also
threw their hat in the ring, to the annoyance of the
students, as they weren’t that good and hindered the
smooth running of the competition. Becket were the
key stage 3 winners, with Saunders prevailing in key
stage 4.
Rounders
Once again, a great time was had by all who
participated, particularly Mr Payne, who kept hitting
balls out of the park! Mr Sully pulled a number of
muscles; Mr Morgans couldn’t hit a ball and Mrs
Matthews and Miss McCall were looking resplendent,
as ever.
Oh, and the boys had a great time!
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Super Saunders!



Sports Day 2015

1st - Saxon    2nd - Saunders    3rd - Parker    4th - Becket



Aspire . Achieve . Succeed

Year 7 and 8 students were thrilled to
attend the Salters Chemistry Festival at
Brighton University. 
They were given the opportunity to visit
the university and use a range of the new
equipment to develop their interest in
studying science, especially biology and
chemistry. 
The boys were successful in the Salters
Challenge, which involved completing a
number of science experiments, using

forensic evidence, to discover who killed
the corpse in the salt mines. They
completed a demanding University
Challenge where they had to use their
scientific knowledge and skills to prove a
hypothesis; they also learnt how to use
practical scientific procedures to answer
difficult real life questions.  
The boys were excellent representatives of
the academy during a fun day out of murder,
magic and scientific endeavour.

Who killed the body in the salt mines?

On Sunday 17th May, forty Year 10 students
embarked on an adventure to Barcelona, a
trip for which they had been waiting
anxiously. 
The main aims of the residential stay were
linguistic and cultural. Although a little
apprehensive, the boys practised their
knowledge of Spanish as soon as they
arrived in the country. They overcame their
initial embarrassment again when they met
other students from two different schools
and played football against them. Having
been forewarned by the bus driver that one
of the schools was the best within a wide
radius around Barcelona, our students
exhibited their skills in basketball and

football, demonstrating how much stronger
they were by winning all the games - one by
at least two goals; we lost count. 
The group then went on a well-deserved
afternoon excursion to the famous theme
park Port Aventura, where they had a lot of
fun. The hotel swimming pool was also
enjoyed by all; this was a good way to relax,
far from their everyday lives in Hastings. 
The whole group was a credit to our
Academy, as we kept receiving compliments
from the hotel staff, the other hotel guests,
the coach drivers, the schools and places
we visited. 
A very good time was had by all. 

Practising skills in Barcelona is fun

Year 5s participate in
“Super Thursday”
After the summer holidays, current
Year 5 students will be making the
important choice regarding their
future secondary school. 
Ark William Parker Academy invited
Year 5 students from local primary
schools to take part in a series of
workshops dubbed “Super
Thursday”.  A range of activities was
provided to make them aware of
the nature of moving around
different classrooms and subject
areas in secondary school.
They were assisted with great
enthusiasm by our present Year 7
students in a number of different
subject areas: key rings were made
in Design Technology; pizzas cooked
in Food Technology; sporting
challenges completed in PE (Well
done Ark Little Ridge for winning
the football prizes!); complex maths
challenges completed; PH scale
experiments conducted in science
and binary maths calculations solved
in computing.
The feedback received from parents
was extremely positive; they were
glad that their sons had been given
the opportunity to have a ‘taster
experience’ of a secondary school.  
As for the Year 5 students, they were
very impressed with the teachers
and the wide range of facilities on
offer; they were also pleased to see
older students helping out and
joining in with their activities.
The purpose of these events is to
enable students to experience life at
secondary school; to give them the
opportunity to ask questions or
raise any concerns they may have
about moving on from the familiar
environment of primary school. We
do all we can to ensure that
prospective students and parents
are able to make an informed
choice regarding their future
secondary school.



A fabulous time at the
6th Form Prom
Ark 6th Form East Sussex held their
annual Prom at Bannatyne’s Hotel
on a warm, sunny evening in July.
Year 13 students attended along
with staff from Helenswood and
ARK William Parker Academies.  It
was a fine opportunity for staff to
dust off their glad rags and for the
students to dazzle them in their
finery.  The guests enjoyed an
excellent buffet supper, much talk,
laughter, music and of course
dancing. 

For the students this was their last
school event except, of course, for
the eagerly anticipated results day
on the 13th August.  Fond farewells
were said and messages of good
luck delivered. The evening was a
great success and a fabulous time
was had by all.

Mr Doherty, Head of Year 13, said
“Our students have worked
incredibly hard over the last two
years at Ark 6th Form and this was
a fantastic opportunity for us to
send them on their way in style.
They have been a brilliant year
group to teach and all the staff who
attended enjoyed the opportunity
to wish them well for the future.”
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The academy’s first ever Apprentice-style
business competition, which started last
October has reached a conclusion. 
With a top prize of £100, a staggering 149
students across all year groups, applied to
be one of the 20 candidates. Prospective
candidates had to give a 60 second video
presentation on why they would be the
best candidate. The three Judges whittled
the numbers down to the final 20. The
criteria used were - good presentation,
humour, cheeky nature and an ability to
look the cameraman straight in the eye and
utter those immortal words - “Ditch the
rest and go for the best - yes, that’s right
it’s me!”
As is the case with the TV programme,
“The Apprentice”, the groups got the
chance to pick their team names - Alpha
and Phoenix were the ones that came out
tops.
The candidates faced many challenges
which, amongst many others, included sales,
design, purchasing, marketing, charity and
advertising.
Due to the quality of the final 2 candidates
an additional runner-up prize of £50 was
presented to Year 7 student Liam Hide. 
The winner of The Apprentice
@ArkWilliamParker 2014/15 is Sam Tomlin,

in Year 7.
Congratulations to both finalists and well
done to all the students who took part.
Watch out for details of next year’s
Apprentice, where both the challenges and
prize fund will be bigger and better.

Who won?

The 6th Form Prom
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The event showcased a fine selection of work from Year 10, GCSE and A Level
students. The displays looked wonderful and, with the huge variety of topics,
media and processes used, there was something to suit all tastes.
The event ran for several days and concluded with a celebration evening,
where prizes were awarded to students for their hard work and dedication.

In Art and Design A-Level they were: 
Bethany Hodges for outstanding work over 2 years.
Bethany’s final project was based on ‘Mother and
Child’. Bethany wanted to look at the subject from an
unusual angle, by looking at the relationship between
mother and child from the child’s perspective. Her
final piece was a selection of mono prints in the style
of Tracy Emin. There was also a large textile piece
with child-like stitching over the top of faded faces of
a child. It was a powerfully emotive piece. Bethany has
applied to universities in London such as UCL and
Westminster and has been accepted. She has however,
decided to study art at foundation level before taking
the leap to university.
Zachary Walbrin for outstanding work. For Zachary’s
essay unit he researched how ‘Vanitas’ is present in
modern day art. He had a beautiful Vanitas still life set
up to display his work and his final piece. The artwork
was carved out of a stack of books in the shape of a
skull.
Other awards went to Alfie Bowersmith for ‘Most
improved student’; Alfie created a large assemblage
piece based on the seaside. 
Timothy Smith received the AS level Art  award for
outstanding work; he had used a scalpel to carefully
cut silhouettes from book pages, which formed the
story of ‘Robin Hood’. They were presented in five
boxes, each lit somewhere inside. It looked magical
and was skilfully done. 
George Upton was awarded the Art GCSE prize. He
was described as a dedicated student, who worked
consistently to achieve great results. His Exam piece
was a large collage of the colonel from ‘KFC’, created
out of fast food packaging. Another prize was awarded
to Michael Mortimer who completed a set of landscape
oil paintings that were extremely accomplished.
Graphics prizes were as follows: Daisy Harlott for
outstanding work over two years; Daisy had created a
selection of designs which really stood out in the
show for being thoughtful and professional looking.
Darren Osborne for outstanding work; Darren
created a series of design based imagery portraying
‘Terminator’ type characters. For AS level Graphics
Toby Shepherd got the prize for outstanding work;
Toby had photographed himself in different positions
to look like a martial artist. Those images were used to
create designs for his drinks carton packaging with an
oriental style using bright and bold colours and graphics. 
Sarah Matthews, Art and Design teacher, said ‘Overall
it has been a tough year for Art GCSE and we have
had to adapt and embrace change to suit our
students’ needs. However, we have overcome the
challenges along the way and this is clearly visible in
this outstanding exhibition. Our A-level students
always exceed our expectations as they prove to be
extremely creative, motivated and dedicated
individuals. Well done to all who have contributed and
thank you to all those who have been involved in
making this such an exciting exhibition.’

Art Exhibition 2015
The Ark William Parker Academy Art Exhibition was,
as always, a great success.

visit our website
for more exhibition
art work



A taste of Military 
Preparation College
After a great deal of interest from
students enquiring about their future,
the Military Preparation College was
invited to the academy to talk to
students about career choices within
the Public Services sector. Students
were presented with some
information about not only the
Military, but also working in other
uniformed Public Services. They were
also involved in some practical
activities, in order to get a taste of
what would be expected of them; this
proved to be good fun. This was
followed by a question and answer
session which left the students fully
informed about the entry criteria and
the person specification for careers in
this field.

Aspire . Achieve . Succeed

Ark 6th Form East Sussex hosted a talk
from a member of the House of Lords on
Friday, 3rd July to encourage students to
become more engaged with the political
and parliamentary process.  Lord Dholakia
met with sixth form students for an hour
to talk about the work and role of the
House of Lords. This was followed by a
question and answer session on various
aspects of the parliamentary process and
life at Westminster generally.
Colm Doherty, Head of Year 13 at Ark 6th
Form said, “This was a fantastic opportunity
for our students to interact with someone
who knows the parliamentary system inside
out, as it can sometimes seem far removed
from their daily lives. The depth and thought
that was evident in their questions was
indicative of the students’ interest in the
political system and Lord Dholakia clearly
engaged the interest of our students in the
political process. ”
Student, George Stonham said “The talk
gave a great insight into how Parliament is
run and gave us a great chance to develop
our knowledge of the system which directly
affects our lives.”

Other students commented ‘Lord Dholakia
was a really interesting speaker who was
obviously interested in helping people
actually make a difference. He gave us the
opportunity to visit his office in the House
of Lords and was really approachable and
willing to answer any questions we asked.’
The visit was arranged through the Lord
Speaker’s “Peers in Schools” programme,
which has been running across the UK
since 2007 and has so far involved around
75,000 young people.  This continuing
outreach programme sends members of the
House of Lords into schools/academies and
colleges across the country to give talks in
support of the citizenship curriculum.

Lord Dholakia talks to Ark 6th Form

Bald for Nepal
The earthquakes that struck near the capital of Nepal have been some
of the most devastating we have seen in a long while. 
George Barker, a Year 13 student, was touched by just how devastating
the quakes have been. George wanted to help reduce the impact on the
Nepalese people; he saw that simple solutions were readily
available - providing safe drinking water or temporary
shelters and medical aid; he thought that anyone who is
able to help should. 
To do his part, he decided to do something that would
really draw attention to the plight of the Nepalese people; he
went bald. Staff and students from Ark 6th Form and throughout
Hastings sponsored him to publicly shave all his hair off; they
also paid to have a go at shaving it off themselves. George was
left with a smooth, and rather cold, head but thought it was
more than worth it as, so far, he has raised around £280 in a
relatively short period of time. 
Student Max Graham, said, “It was great fun shaving his head,
and it was all for a great cause.”, to which Abdul Khabbazeh
added “I was delighted to see George’s gleaming scalp.”
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Ark William Parker and Helenswood
Academies welcomed guests to their
dazzling Year 11 prom on Thursday 25th
June.  The theme for the evening was
"Gatsby" and the décor and ambience
created certainly reflected the decadent
glamour of the roaring 20’s.
The young men and women made their
entrances in all modes of transport ranging
from classic vintage cars and limousines to a
monster truck; other vehicles included
campervans, an Aston Martin, a motorbike
and an army jeep. The Parents, staff and
members of the public looked on as some

of Hastings' brightest and best arrived to
celebrate together.  The young women from
Helenswood looked amazing in their
beautiful gowns and the young men from
Ark William Parker were stunning in their
evening attire.  The splendid style of this
bright, warm evening continued into the
night; the guests enjoyed an excellent buffet,
dancing and music; and as the evening drew
to a close, they gathered for a spectacular
firework display.
The students raised the money throughout
the year to fund a great DJ, professional
photographer, photo booth and that ever

important chocolate fountain!  What a
fantastic way to celebrate the end of their
GCSE examinations and indeed the end of
their compulsory school careers.  
Ms Grimmer, Head of Year 11 at Ark
William Parker, said "I have thoroughly
enjoyed my role this year and what a
privilege it was to be invited to spend the
evening with such an amazing group of
young achievers so full of hope and
anticipation for the bright futures that lay
ahead.  Good luck to you Year 11; You
rocked!"

Ark stars shine bright at the Year 11 Prom



Give your views on Parent View
Parent View gives you the chance to say what you think about your son’s
school. By sharing your views, you’ll be helping us to improve. You will also
be able to see what other parents have said about ARK William Parker
Academy.  Visit https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk
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New bicycles - a benefit
of eating healthily!
Two students have been presented
with brand new bicycles for eating
healthily during a promotion at Ark
William Parker Academy. The
promotion was organised by Accent
Catering, who provide fresh food at
the academy, and it has been a great
success. 
Students were encouraged to make
healthy eating choices by being
rewarded with points for choosing
healthier options. Two bicycles were
on offer to the students who gained
the most points in Years 7-9 and
Years 10-11.  Over several weeks,
they accumulated points at break
and lunch times and, with the
prospect of owning a new bike, they
eagerly consumed plenty of
nutritious food. 
Year 8 student, Sammy, was thrilled
to be presented with his bicycle and
said “I’m really happy and surprised
that I won the bike. I could really do
with it as my old one needs
replacing. The promotion
encouraged me to eat more
healthily and I will keep doing so.”
An extremely happy Year 11 student,
Dan, who received the other bike
said “The initiative provided an
opportunity to eat healthily with the
incentive of a great prize at the end.”
Michelle Watson,  Accent Catering,
said “The concept was well received
and got boys thinking more about
choosing the right foods. Eating well
is important for all of us. In the
short term it can help us to feel
good, look our best and stay at a
healthy weight, and in the long term,
a healthy diet can reduce ill health.
At Accent Catering we are
committed to delivering healthy
food.”

Artist of the month. 
Zhivago Skubay, Year 7 
Year 7 have been making masks inspired by
insects. This student has to be named ‘artist of
the month’ as he was so motivated when making
his mask. The mask takes on scorpion-like
features, exhibiting an excellent structure with
cardboard and papier mache. Elements of foil,
tissue paper, wire and plastic are used to create
texture and pattern. Well done Zhivago Skubay!

Villiers Park Scholars Programme were
delighted to hold their Celebration Evening
at Ark William Parker Academy this year.  It
was very well attended with over 140
students, parents and distinguished guests
being present.  A warm welcome to the
Academy was given by the Vice Principal
Leigh-Anne Morris.
All the Year 10 Scholars from the four
participating schools, Ark William Parker
Academy, Helenswood Academy, The
Hastings Academy and The St. Leonards
Academy had prepared sentences to
describe their favourite aspect of their first
year on the programme; these were
presented on the evening.  This
demonstrated the rich variety of the young
people’s experience and what they had
gained from being a Scholar. Year 12
students from Ark 6th Form and Bexhill
College talked about different aspects of
their year including the 5 day residential,
science lectures at Kings College London
and the benefits of mentoring.  Over all the
year groups 100 students were awarded the
Gold Standard, in recognition of their hard
work and excellent attitude.
Stuart Masterson, an ex-Scholar from
Sussex Coast College. now studying
Forensic Science at the University of Kent,
spoke about how much he valued the
Scholars Programme and that the benefits
are continuing into his life beyond school
and college.  He encouraged all the Scholars

to make the most of every opportunity on
the programme.
The highlight of the evening was the
presentation of Mike Baker Scholar of the
Year awards. These went to Yasir Yusuf (Year
10, from Ark William Parker Academy), Maya
(Year 11, The Hastings Academy), Abbey
(Year 12, from Ark 6th Form) and Holly
(Year 13, Bexhill College).  Also nominated
from Ark William Parker Academy was Josh
Graham in Year 11, and Russell Reid and
Liam Jefferson from Ark 6th Form. 
Villiers Park would like to thank Ark William
Parker Academy for generously hosting the
evening which is greatly appreciated.

Villiers Park workshop
On Thursday 26th June, Year 10 Ark William
Parker students attended a Villiers Park one
day workshop, Charity Challenge, at
Helenswood Academy led by Alison Powell.
Joined by Villiers Park scholars from
Helenswood Academy, The Hastings
Academy and St Leonards Academy the
students learned about how social media is
used by charities to promote fundraising.
The students then designed their own
online fundraising campaigns in mixed teams
for a variety of charities, culminating in
presentations of their work to each other.
They worked hard all day and did an
excellent job to produce innovative ideas
and presentations in a short period of time.

A thank you
from 
Villiers Park



In the run up to the end of term,
special award assemblies have been
held to celebrate the achievements
of our students over the year. 
Parents and guests were invited to
the celebrations which included a
variety of entertainment from our
students. The audience listened
attentively to students’ poems,
enjoyed hearing their stories and
music and applauded the school’s
Gala Band, who performed at the
Barbican Centre a week previously. 
Awards were presented to students
for their progress in subject areas,
their achievement across a range of
subjects, effort in class and also
their attendance. There were also
awards selected by the students’
tutors, awards for contribution to
the house system and a Head of
Year award.
The assemblies have been a great
conclusion to the year and an
excellent way to celebrate the
outstanding achievements of so
many of our students.

A celebration of our students’ achievements
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