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Ark 6th Form East Sussex is celebrating its excellent A level results, with
a number of students achieving the top grades.
This year’s A Level results show that there was an increase in
attainment of those achieving A* to B; students excelled in Maths with
91%, Spanish 100%, Further Maths 84% and Dance 80%.
Amongst those students is Yasir
who got 2 x A* A-levels in
History and RE, an A in
Economics and an A in Maths.
He is off to the University of
Warwick to study Politics,
Philosophy and Economics.
He said ‘I’ve been really nervous
and anxious for the whole week.
When I opened my results I was
over the moon. I’m really
shocked I’ve done so well and it
still hasn’t sunk in. I’m so happy!
I would like to thank my teachers, friends, family and 
Villier’s Park - I couldn’t have done it without them.’
Adam got 1 x A* and 3 x A’s and is heading to Loughborough University
to study Bioengineering. He said ‘On opening my results I had a great
sense of relief as I had accomplished what I had been working on for
the last two years. It was a big weight off my shoulders.’
Cai Ying, who achieved 1 x A*, 1 x A and a B, is off to Exeter University
to study Accounting and Finance. She said ‘I feel really happy. I never
thought about going to university because my first year at Ark 6th Form
was also my first year in the UK. My parents will feel excited and happy
that I’m going off to university in September as I’m the first in my
family to go.’
Anna achieved 4 x A’s and is going to Edinburgh University to study
Economics. She said ‘I feel happy and somewhat overwhelmed. My
teachers helped me with my confidence and the 
Villier’s Park course was a big influence too.’
Stephanie Newman, Principal of Ark William
Parker said, ‘Our students have made really
strong progress. The attainment in Maths,
with 91% achieving A* to B is really fantastic.
This is testament to the high expectations
here that help our students secure some top
grades across the board. Today's results
reflect the hard work and dedication of all
our students and teachers. We are very
proud of what they have achieved.’

Celebrating A level success!

A warm welcome for world
famous writer John Agard   
Students at Ark William Parker had the exciting
opportunity to meet world famous writer, John Agard
who visited the academy for a special assembly.
John, a playwright, poet, short-story and children's
writer was born in British Guiana (now Guyana) and
has received many literary awards. He talked to
students about the beauty of language and read
poems from his books, including the poems ‘Half
Caste’ and ‘Checking out me history’ which are
studied at GCSE.
The event was concluded with a question and answer
session, when one student asked “What keeps your
passion for poetry alive?”
John answered that it was his love of words and how
they were arranged. He said he found it exciting
getting the right words in the right order.
Read the full story on our website -
www.arkwilliamparker.org 

Read the full story and see more photos
at www.ark6thformeastsussex.org

Parents, Carers and Community Friends,
Welcome to the latest edition of our newsletter from
which you can catch a glimpse of life at Ark William
Parker and the events, successes and achievements
that took place last term.
We were very proud to celebrate another year of
improved GCSE results at Ark William Parker and the
best-ever sixth form results, placing us in the top 25%
in the country. The new term has also started very
well, with students responding very positively to our
new routines! 
We fully expect this year to be even stronger than last
year. We are committed to building on this progress
and working with you to achieve further
improvement, providing the best possible educational
opportunities for all our students.
I hope you enjoy reading about the wonderful things
that our students are doing and achieving.
Stephanie Newman
Principal

Welcome

Achieved
2xA*&
2xAs

Achieved
1xA*&
3xAs
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Students from Ark William Parker are
celebrating a strong and significantly
improved set of GCSE results. The number
of students achieving the new benchmark
score of 4 or better on their GCSEs
(including English and Maths) - equivalent
to the old C grade - has risen. Results are
also on the up, rising from 44% to 49%, a
marked improvement for the school.
Yvonne Powell, Executive Principal of Ark
Helenswood and Ark William Parker, said:
‘This is a very strong set of results for both
schools. Attainment overall has significantly
improved on last year. What makes it even
more special is that this is in the face of
much harder GCSE exams this year. Overall,
both schools are getting better and better,
year on year. Congratulations to all our

students who have worked so hard to
achieve this, as well as their dedicated
teachers.’
GCSE results now use the new attainment
grade with 9 being the highest.
Some of the top performers in this year’s
GCSEs are below:
Mohammad achieved 1x A**, 1x A*, 4x 9s,
3x 7s, 1x 5. He said ‘I have had a really
good experience at William Parker, it’s
been my second home. I’ve made friends
for life here. I’m very proud and actually
amazed that I have done so well. Villiers
Park helped me to aim high. I hope to go to
Cambridge University and eventually
become a surgeon.’ He’s back to the Ark
6th Form to study A Levels. 

Visit www.arkwilliamparker.org for 
more results,

photos and
the full story.

Celebrating GCSE success!

Inspired by World Cup
Tournament  
Students needed no encouragement
to take part in our version of the
World Cup tournament which was
organised by the PE department and
ran during lunch times for a week. 
Six teams were involved with
students choosing to represent
Belgium, Brazil, England, Portugal
Argentina and Spain. Each day the
students played games leading up to
the final show down in July when the
finals took place. The two finalists
were Brazil and Belgium and in the
3rd and 4th place play off, Spain took
on England. The final was a close
fought battle with Brazil edging
Belgium 2-0 to win the trophy and
England narrowly missed out to Spain
in the 3rd and 4th place play off. 
PE teacher Mr Martellini said, “The
tournament was a fun event which
captured the spirit and energy of the
World Cup. The students who took
part in the tournament all
demonstrated the academy values of
faith, respect, perseverance and
achievement. Their behaviour was
impeccable and all played with high
levels of sportsmanship and
enthusiasm.”

Achieved
1x9, 2x8s
2x7s, 
& 4x6s

Achieved
1xA*, 1x8
4x7s, 3x6s
& 1x5

Achieved
1x9, 1xA*
3x7s, 1xA
1x6 & 3x5s

Achieved
1xA**, 1xA*, 4x9s, 3x7s & 1x5

6th Form Taster Day
Year 10 students had the opportunity
to gain an insight into what lessons
and life is like as a sixth form student
at Ark 6th Form East Sussex.
The day began with a presentation
from the Head of Sixth Form, Mr
Hamilton, followed by taster sessions
in a range of different subjects and the
opportunity to meet more teachers.



Students from Years 7-10 had a unique
interactive learning experience when the
GSUS Live unit took up residence for 4 days
at the academy. GSUS Live is a multi-media
mobile classroom in a lorry trailer,
equipped with displays and touch-screen
computers which rise up out of the desks.
It tells the story of three teenagers facing
real-life issues in their lives, and how they
get inspiration from the Bible to deal with
their problems.
Using animations, instant chat, films and
music video, students explored themes of

fear, forgiveness and rejection through the
fictional characters of Jack, Sophie and Ben.
While the message is one of the Christian
response to these themes, the students
worked through scenarios to identify which
advice they would give to the characters. 
An amazed Year 7 student said “Wow, this
is like a posh house where the screen
comes from nowhere.”
Year 10 commented that it was very useful
in preparation for their GCSE assessment.
Read the full story and see more photos on
our website - www.arkwilliamparker.org
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An electrifying
Spelling Bee!
From commencement to
denouement, the Inter House
Spelling Bee was an electrifying and
intoxicating philological journey.
(And, what is more, all the boys could
spell every word in the previous
sentence).
Key Stage 3 Bees buzzed and hovered
into the main auditorium for the first
Grand Final. The Year 7 boys survived
so many rounds that we feared it
might never end; ultimately Abdul
triumphed for Saunders. The Year 8
competition ended with a nail biting
‘all Italian final’ between Theo and
Marco - la situazione era tesa (and if
you are not sure what that means,
then one of these boys can certainly
translate for you ...and indeed, spell
all the words). Our Year 8 King Bee
was the exuberant Marco.
In Key Stage 4 Saxon House Bees
swarmed the event and brought
home the honey with Jack taking first
and Adam second place in Year 9 and
Yousef taking first and Atrin second
place in Year 10. 
It was wonderful to see the students
competing with such great spirit and
sportsmanship without a bat or a ball
in sight. The whole event was a
honey pot of excitement, a waggle
dance of wonder and a ‘B-Propolis’ of
intellect. Never before has spelling
been so downright thrilling.
For full story and photos visit -
www.arkwilliamparker.org

In July all students were involved in a PSHE
drop down day, which focused on
enterprise and careers. Year 7-9 worked on
a project to devise a snack product for one
of the world cup countries alongside
planning, cost, advertising and packaging.
One student said, "What I enjoyed about
the day was working in a team to come up
with our product and competing to produce
the best product."
The focus for Year 10 was learning about
careers and writing CVs and their personal
statements.
Some students participated in workshops

on preventing homelessness with YMCA
Unique and exploring issues around alcohol
with Alcoholics Anonymous.
Each year group also had a presentation
from Rob Poyser from the ‘Extreme
mountain bike show.” The aim was to
identify how to ride safely in extreme
sports. Rob showed students his trials bike
and explained that he had been competing
for over 20 years across the UK and Europe.
He demonstrated a number of tricks while
emphasising the importance of safety.
See more photos and the full story at
http://arkwilliamparker.org/news

PSHE drop down day 

A high-tech experience with GSUS



Faith . Perseverance . Respect . Achievement

Last term, students took part in their
annual House Athletics event that was held
at our athletics arena. Year 7 and 8
students combined to have their event on
Wednesday and Year 9 and 10 took place
on Thursday. The events were also used as
a selection process for the Secondary Town
Sports day.

There were excellent performances from
athletes who won their events and from
others who showed great enthusiasm
competing for their houses. The boys
received plenty of support and cheers from
spectators and fellow team mates. 
The full story, more photos and results can
be found on our website.

Annual House Athletics day

Ark William Parker hosted the annual
Primary Town Sports event where over 15
schools competed in the athletics event.
Pupils took part in many different athletics
events ranging from sprinting events,
600m, long jump and several throwing
events. Year 9 students from Ark William
Parker were on hand to help run some of

the events; they did a fantastic job and
were a real credit to the Academy.
Organisers Rob Smith (Hollington Primary)
and Stuart Maclean (Dudley Infant School)
said that the Year 9 students were a
fantastic group of boys who showed great
leadership in running the different
activities.

Year 9s help at Primary Town Sports

Innovative ways to
learn and teach  
During their Philosophy lesson Year
12 students looked at innovative
ways to demonstrate new learning
and teach each other.
Students were asked to identify
Plato’s allegory of the cave and then
demonstrate an aspect of the
allegory - explaining what the
teaching is with regards to how do
we know things?  They used Playdoh
to create scenes from Plato's allegory
of the cave. Each student had to pick
a section of the allegory and present
it, explaining what the allegory tells
us about life, forms and realities. 

6th Form Drama 
Ark 6th Form drama students
performed a powerful original drama
as part of their theatre studies
course. ‘No Church in the Wild’ was a
poignant family drama which
incorporated physical theatre skills
and challenging dialogue to create
outstanding performances. 
Mr Hamilton, Head of Ark 6th Form
said “Students displayed exceptional
skill and ability in the performance of
their assessed piece.”
An audience member who was
amazed by the talent said “The
performance was a professional and
very well put-together piece of
work.”

visit our website for more news and photos www.arkwilliamparker.org
www.facebook.com/williamparkeracademy



Local MP Amber Rudd visited Ark William
Parker Academy to see the school in action
and learning in progress.
After being welcomed by the Senior
Leadership Team, Amber spent time with
the Head boy team and discussed their
current roles and the progress made in the
last 2 years at the academy. 
The group then moved on to the library to
meet Ark 6th form students who are
currently studying politics. There was a
question and answer session which student
Jake Stewart found very informative, he
said "The Q&A session was an insightful
and personal view into the reality of politics
and the life of an MP."

During the tour of the Academy, Amber
met with William Parker trainee teachers
and welcomed them to the teaching
profession.
See more photos and the full story at
http://arkwilliamparker.org/news

A visit from local MP Amber Rudd

Frogs
I love frogs who leap like kangaroos,
Who swim as fast as submarines,
And fire their tongues as fast as
missiles.
I love frogs that smile like toddlers,
And sit as calm and quiet as a
church mouse.

I love frogs with eyes as large as the
sun,
Or frogs who flaunt patterns like
new clothes.
I love frogs who hide like spies,
waiting in the bushes for its prey.

by Jake, Year 7
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House Charity Day   
On House Charity Day, tutor groups
once again put on their thinking caps
to come up with new ways to raise
funds for their house charities; Parker
house saw Miss Clark and Ms Cricelli
have wet sponges thrown at them,
Saxon house paid to wax Mr
Eldridge’s legs and Saunders house
tempted students with a sweet tooth
by selling cakes and chocolate. Lots
of other events took place, and the
totals are creeping up. Well done to
everyone who got involved. 

Hastings Thrive Song
Competition 
In June, a group of our students performed at the
Hastings Thrive Song Competition at the White Rock
Theatre.
Jack, Joey, Bobby, Ethan, Jack and Colby competed
against Hastings Academy in the secondary division.
We are very proud of the boys and their effort. Well
done to them for representing our school. It was a
great experience for them.

Business students inspired by speakers 
Three inspirational speakers were welcomed
into class by Level 3 Business studies
students.  Robert Morgan (Factory Internet
LTD), Mark Heaps (Live Product
management Limited) and Laura Field
(Spoken Word limited) discussed their
careers and routes into their representative
industries.  During the working parties,
students were able to question the variety
of careers available within the differing industry and discuss their own future aspirations. 
Work ethic and the ability to communicate effectively were key themes discussed and
students took away some key tactics from the session.
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Last term, we welcomed over 120 primary students to the first of a
number of transition days for incoming Year 6 students. The day was
based around the principals of the Duke of Edinburgh programme
where students developed teamwork skills, improved a physical
activity, learnt how to put up tents, practiced their first aid skills,
worked on their catering skills  and completed an orienteering task to
replicate the expedition phase of the programme.
For the full story and more photos visit www.arkwilliamparker.org

Primary students enjoy a
DofE themed day 

Students in years 7, 8 and 9 spent three days taking part in a programme based
around the theme of resilience. 
Resilience education tries to instil habits that lead to a successful outcome. With
students increasingly being placed under a range of pressure situations in their
school lives, Ark William Parker has noted that at times students do not have the
skills or experience to find a way through these difficulties.
Our students had to face up to a number of increasingly challenging and difficult
activities. The focus was around accepting that failure is all part of being successful
as long as you have time to reflect and then move forward and try again. 
Whilst developing their resilience with a variety of outdoor activities, our students
also managed to have a fun time. Joshua from Year 9 said, “It was really fun but at
the same time very challenging, especially the minefield activity. I was pleased that
I never gave up and tried my best to complete all the tasks.”
For the full story and more photos visit www.arkwilliamparker.org

Creating resilient students

Primary student Joshua said, “I’ve really loved the day, especially cooking as I already do a lot of it. I enjoyed making new
friends like Cameron from Blacklands. It was good to spend time with friends and have fun doing it...”
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Ark William Parker Duke of Edinburgh (DofE) students were thrilled to
pass the expedition phase of the Bronze Award. 
After months of training, planning and preparation the Year 10 students
finally got to test themselves and their training on the assessed
weekend, which began at the assessment centre in Cranbrook.
Over the weekend they covered 32km carrying rucksacks that weighed
a quarter of their body weight and overcame obstacles such as locked
gates, hidden paths, fences across footpaths and a large herd of licking
cows!
DofE students Charlie and William said “The distance was challenging.
We all cared and looked after each other throughout the weekend and
ensured our fellow group members managed to keep up. It was very
satisfying knowing we were in the right place when we reached
landmarks on the maps. It was such a relief when we got to the
campsite, took our shoes off and could have a shower. We really
enjoyed the weekend and look forward to moving on to the Silver
Award and possibly the Gold in the future.”
For the full story and more photos visit www.arkwilliamparker.org

Duke of Edinburgh
Bronze award success 

In July, we welcomed Year 6 students from local primary schools to our
induction days. The aim of these days was to enable the students to gain
an insight into what life at secondary school will be like, when they enrol
as the new Year 7 cohort in September.
The students experienced a range of exciting lessons and activities from
across the curriculum, which showed them just how different Ark William
Parker will be to their current school. 
These days also gave students the opportunity to make new friends, meet
staff who will play a key role in supporting them and build their confidence
as they take the next steps moving from primary to secondary education. 

Year 6 students gain an
insight into Parker life



Parker and Saxon went into Sports Day 2018
knowing that Saunders could be beaten for
the first time in 3 years.
Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 students took part in a
whole day of house competitions in 10
different events! Students took part in golf,
rugby, table tennis, badminton, basketball,
softball, dodgeball, football, cricket and
athletics events to try to knock Saunders off
their perch. Sports Day was a culmination of
a years’ worth of events, ranging from

spelling bee to cross country and house quiz
to a marble run challenge. Points were
gained from every event.
Head of PE, Jimmy Elford said “The boys
were absolutely amazing on sports day, they
showed such sportsmanship with the
determination to win every event they
entered. I am so grateful to the staff for
delivering a wonderful event - I can’t wait
for next year”.
Visit our website for the full story and more photos

Can Saunders be beaten?
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A great way to learn
geography in town
In July, 56 Year 10 geography
students undertook their GCSE
fieldwork in and around Hastings
town centre.
As part of their GCSE exams next year,
the boys will have to answer questions
about two pieces of fieldwork that
they have carried out, one human and
one physical. To study how migration
has affected Hastings, students spent
the morning walking around the town,
carrying out a land use survey and
conducting questionnaires with
members of the public.
After lunch, the boys then started
their physical investigation by looking
at how longshore drift acts in
Hastings and how human
intervention in beach management
affects this process.
The boys all enjoyed the trip and
learnt a lot. Their investigations will
support other topics studied
throughout the year.
Comments from Year 10 students: 
“I really enjoyed it. I especially
enjoyed the longshore drift fieldwork”
“It was great to see geography
working in the real world.”
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It was a glorious warm, sunny evening
when Ark William Parker and Ark
Helenswood students were welcomed to
their Year 11 Prom.
The young women in their beautiful gowns
and young men in their extremely smart
attire were greeted by their proud teachers
and members of staff. They walked up the
red carpet to the circus themed venue for
an exciting evening of magic, music and
dance to celebrate the end of this year’s
exams.
The evening was a great success; the
students had fun in the photo booth taxi,
were enthralled by the magician, enjoyed
circus themed food including candy floss,
popcorn and ice cream and danced the
night away to music provided by the DJ. A
highlight of the evening was a spectacular

firework display watched by all the guests
before they headed back for their final
dances and a massive balloon drop with
glitter bombs.
Head of Year Graham Morris said, “It was a
wonderful evening to celebrate the
students officially finishing their secondary
education at the school. The students had a
great night and it was really good to see
them so smartly dressed for the event.
Many thanks to all the parents and carers,
students and colleagues for all their hard
work in helping to make this event such a
wonderful evening for all.”
Student Jay said “It was an amazing night
and an amazing way to say goodbye to
people you have grown close to over the
previous five years.”
See more photos: www.arkwilliamparker.org

Glamour & circus fun at the Prom

Gardening 
Project

Chess Club

Pearls of the Sea at the Jerwood 
This year Ark William Parker have been involved in a project with The Jerwood Gallery
called The Pearls of the Sea. Students visited the gallery and viewed  work by Paula
Rego and Gus Cummings which were exceptional. They were lucky enough to be
involved in a collage workshop and drawing workshops led by local artist Olivia

Bishop. This work led to further classroom work resulting in superb
outcomes. The work was exhibited at the Jerwood Gallery and

included Year 10 etchings based on self-portraiture and
Year 9 based around depth and perspective

influenced by the work of Gus
Cummings.  



Our Science department invited a team
from the Herstmonceux Observatory
Science Centre into the school to deliver
some fantastic sessions to Year 7, 9 and 10
students.
The team brought their blow up
planetarium which they put up in the main
hall. On entering the dome, our students
were astounded as they were transported
into space. They saw parts of the milky way
whizzing past them and were given either

in depth tours of planets within our solar
system or the life cycle of the birth and
death of stars, depending on what best
suited their curriculum.  
Ms McCall Head of Science said “Thank you
to the team from Herstmonceux
Observatory, our students were very
impressed with the experience. The content
delivered helped them reinforce the
current space topics they have been
studying.”

Transported into space!

Rise and Roar!
Hastings Fringe Festival Community Interest
Company held spoken word workshops
with Ark William Parker students to help
them ‘Rise and Roar.’  
The event was organised by Heather
Alexander, Hastings Fringe organiser, in
collaboration with Ark William Parker, to
raise awareness and promote the power of
words encouraging students to ‘find their
voice’ and ‘express their truth’. Lucas
Howard, who is an established spoken
word artist and English teacher, performed
and supported the students as they found
new ways to write poems, raps and ideas. 
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Speakers for schools
Matt Craigie Atherton, a director for
Mother UK an advertising firm that works
with John Lewis and others, was a guest
speaker at our ‘Speakers for Schools’ event.
The aim of the assembly was to inform Year
9 students of the different professions
available in advertising and what subjects
and qualifications may assist them.
Students were engrossed with the level of
effort and work that goes into making a
Christmas commercial such as the
‘Bouncing Boxer’ - up to six months with
hundreds of people involved in the pre-
production as well as the final outcome. 
They were particularly engaged with finding
out about the CGI and VFX effects that
were used. They also had an opportunity to
ask questions. 

Parliamentary Job
Shadowing  
Year 12 student, Alisa Brown, had the
great opportunity to do a week’s job
shadowing at the Houses of
Parliament with Amber Rudd.
During her time with Amber Rudd,
Alisa attended debates in the House
of Commons, select committees (oral
evidence hearings), toured round
Parliament, and helped out with
other administrative tasks. 
Alisa said “I had an amazing
experience working in Parliament, I
learnt so much and I am determined
to come back to work there again.  I
can't thank Amber Rudd and Jessica
Siddell enough for this invaluable
opportunity.”

Super Sixes Golf
Competition     
Six students represented the school
at the local Super Sixes Golf
Competition that was held at Cooden
Beach Golf Club. The students played
in pairs using a Texas Scramble
format, where both students hit their
ball but then take the next shot from
the best previous shot. The
conditions were very challenging with
heavy winds causing the plastic golf
balls to deviate in many different
directions. However the students did
particularly well, finishing in a
creditable 3rd place. 

visit our website for more
news and photos 

www.arkwilliamparker.org
www.facebook.com/williamparkeracademy

Year 8 student, Zeki said that Lucas
Howard is ‘very inspirational.’ 



Give your views on
Parent View

Parent View gives you the
chance to say what you think about your
son’s school. By sharing your views, you’ll be
helping us to improve. You will also be able
to see what other parents have said about Ark
William Parker Academy. Visit
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk

Ark William Parker Academy . Park Avenue . Hastings . East Sussex . TN34 2PG . Tel. 01424 439888 . Fax. 01424 448292

www.arkwilliamparker.org
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SGN is upgrading the local gas supply network in the Hillside Road area of Hastings.
The project involves the essential replacement of old metal gas mains with new
plastic pipe to ensure SGN continue to provide a safe and reliable gas supply to the
local area. Their contractor WCB will undertake this work on SGN’s behalf.
In consultation with East Sussex County Council, the four month project started on
Tuesday 28 August. Engineers will progress through roads in our surrounding area
including Hazelwood Gardens and Parkstone Road, Hillside Road (approximately
thirteen weeks) and Grange Road. A full list of all roads effected and further details
can be found on our website
http://arkwilliamparker.org/sites/default/files/From%20SGN%20Gas.pdf

www.facebook.com/williamparkeracademy

visit our website for more news and photos 
www.arkwilliamparker.org
www.facebook.com/williamparkeracademy

Well done Parker House students!

Well done Saunders House students!

Well done Saxon House students!

Well done Saxon House students!

Well done Saxon House students!

Congratulations to all the students who have achieved the Gold Principal’s Award

Notification of major gas works
from SGN


