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Welcome
Dear Parents and Carers,
Firstly I would like to say thank you to all
of you who have been able to come and
visit us this term at the numerous events
including the curriculum information
evenings, open evenings, parents
evenings and the Christmas carol concert.
As usual it was our pleasure to welcome you to the academy.
As you will see from our last newsletter of 2015, it has been another
extremely busy term with so many activities both in and beyond the
formal curriculum. We have been visited by a number of speakers
and performers during the past few months who have helped us
educate our students in a range of important skills and knowledge
including first aid and road and passenger safety. The ‘Breaking the
Cycle’ assemblies gave a clear and meaningful message about
forgiveness and conflict resolution, particularly focusing on non-violent
resolutions. Something which we consider to be very important.
There are so many items celebrating the excellent work and effort
of students across the year groups in their lessons, in house events
and sporting teams. These items really illustrate what talented and
committed students we have the pleasure of working with.
I hope you have received my letter regarding the amendment to
the academy day from the start of next term as well as the INSET
arrangements on 4 January. If you have not yet had the chance to
read it please find a copy on the website. It gives important detail
around the changes we are making as well as the rationale behind
them - all focused on ensuring improvements to our students’
learning experience and consequently their progress. Thank you for
your support in helping us embed this.
I would also like to take the chance to address some of the
difficulties we have faced this term. You will recall from the recent
curriculum information evenings that I notified you of our concerns
around the recruitment of teachers, particularly in Maths and
English. Recruitment in these subjects is a national issue with a real
shortage up and down the country. The difficulty is felt even more
strongly in regional and coastal areas such as ours. Despite a
relentless national and international recruitment programme we
were unable to make appointments during the term. This along with
some staff illness means we have had to manage several gaps in
staffing across the autumn term. Leaders across the academy have
worked extremely hard to maintain the monitoring of affected

lessons including student work and assessments. Many staff have
taken on additional classes for which I am extremely grateful. We
have also used external examination markers where necessary to
ensure that assessment and mock exams results give an accurate
account in order for us to shape our teaching next term. We have
been supported by some visiting supply teachers which, whilst helpful,
has inevitably impacted on the standards of attitude to learning in
some areas which we have also worked very hard to rectify.
I am very pleased that we have now been able to make key
appointments for January which will immediately stabilise our
specialist staffing issue. A number of colleagues have also been
attending twilight re-training courses in order to gain the
appropriate subject knowledge to deliver high quality lessons in
other subjects. We are very much looking forward to welcoming
Miss Lambert and Miss Spear as well as Mr Myers who will be
joining our English department, Miss Ryan who will join us in
Humanities teaching Geography and History and Mrs Simms who
joins us as Head of Maths. Mr Purcell will be joining our Business
Studies department and we welcome Mr Martellini in PE. Mr Feery
and Mr Morris will also be joining the Maths department as well as
maintaining some PE teaching. Along with our new timetable the
arrival of these colleagues will strengthen the curriculum delivery
in these areas. It has also enabled us to ‘over staff’ in some year
groups giving us the flexibility to offer more small group and even
individual support where students need it most. I would like to take
this chance to thank you and our students for your support and
patience while we have been working our way through the
situation. We now look forward to an excellent spring term.
From January I would like to offer a regular ‘surgery’ style open
morning where myself and members of the senior team will be
available for you to drop in and discuss any matters that concern
you, or just to keep in touch with academy life. These will not be
appointments rather times when you can drop in with the
guarantee of one of us being available to see you. I will publish
these times on the website at the start of next term.
On behalf of all of the staff at Ark William Parker Academy I wish
all of you and your families a very happy Christmas and we look
forward to working with you in 2016. We will be looking forward to
seeing students back at the academy on Tuesday 5th January. 
Best Wishes,
Daniel Hatley, Principal
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An impressive start for
Year 7 football team
The Year 7 football team have made
an impressive start to the football
season. They are undefeated in the
local schools league, beating St
Richards 4-1, St. Leonards Academy
7-2 and Claverham 4-0 and now
await their semi-final opponents
from the Eastbourne area league.
Dorothy Stringer School, Brighton,
await the team in the quarter final of
the Sussex Schools Cup. Ark William
Parker have beaten Hove Park 3-1,
the Regis School and, most recently,
Blatchington Mill in a convincing 5-1
victory.
The squad consists of Cody Craddock,
Jamal Palmer, Freddie Legg, Spencer
Winters, Benn Ward, Joe Skinner,
Nathan Corke, Jamal Lubanga, Ollie
Hull, Alfie Peacock, Tom Cumber,
Connor Wood and Luke Warren. Joint
top scorers are Jamal Lubanga and
Benn Ward with 5 goals apiece.

Lara gives sound advice
to sixth form students
Former Ark 6th Form student Lara
McNeil visited the academy to talk
about university from a student’s
perspective. She spoke about her
experiences at university; time
management; meeting deadlines; and
how she found the style of
independent learning and study very
different to what she was used to.
Lara, who is now studying Medicine
at King’s College London, applied for
and was awarded an Ark bursary. She
advised students that the financial
assistance was a great help and was
well worth applying for. 
Lara finished by saying, “Make the
most of your time here, whether
you’re going to university or not, 
A Levels are useful in whatever
career route you make.”

Former GCSE students at Ark William Parker
Academy and Ark Helenswood Academy
have been awarded a total of £1000 in
book vouchers to recognise their
outstanding academic achievements and
support them to succeed at sixth form.
20 students – ten from each school – were
awarded Marshall Wace Sixth Form Book
Prizes, supported by Ark, the high-
performing school network of which both
schools are members.
Enormous pride was felt by the teaching
staff at both schools. The prizes were
received by the current Year 12 students in
a ceremony attended by Year 11 students
to show what hard work, determination
and focus can allow students to achieve.
Many of the students have gone on to
study at Ark 6th Form East Sussex, a mixed
sixth form based at Ark William Parker. Last
year, over four in ten A levels at Ark 6th
Form East Sussex were graded A*-B and
students went on to top universities
including Cambridge and King’s College
London.
The Marshall Wace Sixth Form Book Prizes
are awarded to students at Ark schools who
showed exceptional achievement whilst in
Year 11 – whether that be achieving the
school’s highest GCSE result in a particular
subject or making the most academic
progress over the year.

The prizes, which are worth up to £100
each, are designed to build a culture of
recognising and rewarding achievement
across the Ark network, as well as give
support and help students succeed in their
sixth form study.
Student Jack Till, who won a prize for
exceptional achievement in his English
GCSE, said, "I was shocked when I heard
about this amazing reward. Putting in effort
has paid off and I think I’ve made my
parents proud."
Sophie West, who was awarded the prize
for best overall GCSE results at Ark
Helenswood with six A*s and four As, said:
“This is absolutely fantastic news and I’ll be
using the vouchers to buy my history text
books.
“I’ve just started at Ark 6th Form East
Sussex and it is even better than my
expectations.”
Jason Biss said, "I didn't expect this award. I
feel flattered to have won." and Yafet
Okubet commented "I've been working very
hard and it has paid off."
Other award winners include Stephen
Jones, Alex Pine, Ryan Furbey, Daniel Rose,
Kieran Gibbs, Joshua Graham and Oliver
Owen. Our congratulations go to all the
prize winning students for their
achievements.

Students awarded top prizes for
outstanding GCSE results

visit our website for more news and photos
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On 17th November students participated in
a performance by Box Clever Theatre.
The actors presented a highly engaging and
interactive show set around a court
proceeding; there was a witness
presentation of the events of a teenager’s
evening car journey. As the drama
unfolded, students were faced with familiar
and recognisable actions and the stark
consequences of decisions that they make,
either as passengers or novice drivers. The
performance highlighted the positive role
that can be played by passengers to make
car journeys safer.
Year 11 student Adam Pearson said, “This
performance gave a unique perspective on
road safety; better than statistics or graphs.
The drama and interactive bits were
exciting; what an experience! I learnt that a
lot more teenagers are killed on country
lanes, as opposed to motorways, despite
the speed difference.”
Collette Iglinski, coordinator of PSHEE, said
“We take student safety very seriously at
Ark William Parker, including teaching
students to be aware of the dangers
associated with busy roads and how to

minimise risk. Workshops like those run by
Box Clever Theatre are an incredibly
important part of encouraging safe
behaviour, both during and outside of
school hours. I believe it is important that
we give students the opportunity to ensure
they keep safe and have a real
understanding of the responsibilities they
have as either a driver or passenger.”
As part of the PSHEE programme for Year
11, Ark William Parker coordinates drop
down events with specific focus. This event
was to raise awareness of the number of
road traffic collisions involving young
people on country lanes; statistically this is
higher than in urban areas.

Passenger Safety Performance

Commedia Workshop
On Monday 9th November Year 12
and 13 drama students took part in
a professional workshop run by The
Rude Mechanical Theatre Company. 
The workshop was led by Stevie
Thompson who is an expert in
physical theatre and Commedia, and
who also works at the National
Theatre. Stevie led the students
through skills and techniques to
develop their understanding of
Commedia characters in preparation
for their exams. The students
explored mask work, developed
improvisation routines and devised
original comedy scenes for
performance.
The workshop was physically
demanding but great fun and the
students were enthusiastic and
proud of their achievements.
There will be more professional
workshops and theatre trips in the
future.

Ukulele workshop
Four members of staff completed a
ukulele beginners’ workshop at the
academy. The organiser of the event
Joanne Vallely, who as well as being
PA to the Principal is also a member
of the local ukulele band
Vallelectro, commented “I was
pleased at how many attended the
session. It was organised as just a
basic light-hearted introduction to
using this fantastic little instrument
and great fun was had by all. I’m
also pleased to say that two
members of the group have now
decided to continue to learn how to
play ukulele as a result.”

Liam has created this inspiring piece of sculpture,
for his homework, based on the natural world.
Liam has taken inspiration from the sculpture
artist Andy Goldsworthy, who makes his work
from found natural objects only. In Liam's work
he has carefully stitched together each element

with small sticks to act as
pins. It is therefore very
fragile and most likely a
temporary piece of art. He
has carefully constructed
a beautiful circle from
each piece, which could
symbolise never ending
life in nature.

Artist of the Month - 
Liam Banks, Year 7 



On a cold November evening over 300 visitors from
Hastings and the surrounding areas received a very
warm welcome at Ark 6th Form East Sussex’s Open
Evening. 
The evening gave potential students and parents an
insight into life at Ark 6th Form. They had the
opportunity to talk to current sixth formers and staff
throughout the academy; they enjoyed sampling
Mediterranean food in the languages department
and were left thrilled and informed by scientific
experiments, thought-provoking poetry and stunning
A Level artwork. 
Following a video showing Ark 6th Form students
sharing their experiences, students and parents
heard from the Principals of both Ark Helenswood
and Ark William Parker Academy, as well as James
Hamilton, Head of Ark 6th Form East Sussex, about
what the schools’ shared sixth form had to offer.
As well as hearing about the sixth form’s excellent
academic results, with 41% of all A Levels at the
school being graded A*-B and 68% being marked 
A*-C, potential students also heard about the sixth
form’s university bursaries. The bursaries, which are
between £3,000 and £30,000 over the course of a
university degree, are offered through the Ark
network to high-performing students.
Amongst those Ark 6th Form East Sussex students
who were awarded bursaries last year were Alfie
Denness, who is now studying History at Cambridge
University, and Lara McNeil, now studying Medicine
at King’s College London. 
Students and parents also had the chance to hear
more about Ark 6th Form’s vocational pathways
programmes, which allows students to mix A Levels
with vocational courses and take up work experience
with some of the UK’s top companies.
James Hamilton said: “It was fantastic to see so
many students and parents at the Open Evening as
we prepare to help even more students to progress
to university or a career of their choice.
“One of the big advantages to being a student at Ark
6th Form East Sussex is its ‘small school’ feel, where
teachers know their students personally and are able
to tailor their lessons individually to their needs.
“We are building on our success from previous years,
which has seen Ark 6th Form East Sussex students go
on to Russell Group universities and Oxbridge, to
make sure that each of our
students can achieve their
full potential.”
If you are seeking a sixth
form place for September
2016 and missed the open
evening, please call Donna
Howell on 01424 448225 to
arrange an appointment to
see Ark 6th Form in action.

Hundreds of 
visitors receive a
very warm welcome
at Ark 6th Form
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Winner of the Open Evening Prize



Football - Year 7
1st place Saunders 20 points
2nd place Saxon 15 points
3rd place Parker 10 points
4th place Becket 5 points

Dodgeball
1st place Saunders 20 points
2nd place Becket 15 points
3rd place Parker 10 points
4th place Saxon 5 points

Cycling
1st place Saunders 20 points
2nd place Becket 15 points
3rd place Parker 10 points
4th place Saxon 5 points

House
Results

Overall House Summary

2nd place Parker 50 points
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It was a miserable Autumn evening, until
the Keystage 3 cyclists arrived for the
House cycling event, with their beaming
smiles.
RACE ON.
Sam, aptly named, Saunders, from Year 9,
was the Bradley Wiggins/Marc Cavendish of
the event. Triumphing in all categories,
sprint, cross country and time trials.

However, Jack Keesing could, and should,
have won a sprint challenge. However, he
committed the ultimate sin, in racing terms,
and celebrated ‘success’ before crossing
the line and was pipped at the post.
All of the contestants showed a fantastic
resolve, in the face of poor weather
conditions, and enjoyed a very competitive
event.

House events update - cycling

This was just one of the questions in
the House Quiz.
A number of students, from Keystage 3,
attended the annual House Quiz after
school on Tuesday 15th December.
As can be seen from the photos, boys
and staff enthusiastically entered into
the spirit of Christmas by happily
wearing festive headwear.
After a very competitive 60 minutes the
triumphant House were Saunders, very
closely followed by Saxon, Parker and
Becket.

What ‘T’ attaches muscles to bones?

1st place Saunders 65 points

2nd place Parker 50 points

3rd place Saxon 45 points

4th place Becket 40 points
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Today a theatre company gave the school a
2 hour performance on the lifestyle of
Tudor England. I learnt so many fascinating
facts today from medicine to crime and
punishment, (some relevant today).
Did you know:
• If somebody suffered from a cough, they
would have been advised to eat 20 dead
spiders a day!
• The barber surgeon was qualified as a
doctor, but was actually a barber at the
same time!
• If you had a toothache, a normal Tudor
would go to the barber surgeon. They
would extract what they believed was a
worm, however it was the nerve! (Ouch)
• If you had a headache, the physician
would most likely treat you by placing a
used hangman's rope to your head!
• If you had a cut, you would be treated by
pressing the cut with shed snake skin. It is
still relevant today as some plasters have
similar material to the skin of a snake,
which is beneficial for curing cuts.
• Small crimes that were committed were
punished by being put in the stocks with a
sign that had a 'D' on it. This would have
been in public for a minimum of 3 hours!
• If a woman was suspected of gossip, she
would be punished by placing her head in a
brank. She would have to wear this large
iron framework, which had a metal strip
that fitted into her mouth; then she would
be dragged by a rope in public. This would
have severely injured her mouth.
• Punishments in Tudor times were aimed
to humiliate the person, no matter how
painful the punishment was!
• Back then, there was no point of criminal
records because only the church and the
nobles could read. Instead, criminals had a
hole drilled into their ear with a
carpenter's tool. If they were suspected of
doing the crime again, they would be
killed.
• If somebody had stolen at night the
punishment would be more severe, than if

they had stolen at day!
• If you stole equipment/money that was
more than 5 shillings (about £70), you
would be killed.
• If you were suspected of stealing, you
would be placed in a pillory in the middle of
the market place as a punishment. Your
crime would be written on a blackboard
and people would throw objects at you all
day. Afterwards, they would brand the
letter of the crime you had committed on
your cheek.
• If you were caught stealing, by law, you
would be whipped until blood started to
run out.
• If a person committed a crime, they
would have been punished by the dunking
stool. The offender would be tied to a seat
above a flowing river and would be dunked
into the river 5 times continuously for 30
seconds; so they would suffer but not die.
• High treason had the worst punishment
offered by English law, but it is too
gruesome for me to describe here...

During the other performances, Year 8 and
Year 9 students came onto the stage and
participated in different activities.
We had an extra performance from 
Mr. Hatley and Mr. Willows, attempting to
play the horn (Both were useless!).

Life in Tudor Times by Mohammad Adi, Year 9

Remembrance 
Assemblies
With having an ex serving soldier on
the school leadership team, it
seemed obvious who should lead the
remembrance assemblies this year.
Having spent a number of years
serving with the commando forces
Mr Burchell was able to ensure that
the assembly focussed on the
emotions and memories that are
brought about within conflict. The
assembly involved images and poems
read by students as well as a talk and
pray from the local vicar. This was
followed later in the morning with a
two minute silence. The event was an
emotional and sombre occasion
which was fully embraced by all
students who honoured those being
remembered with dignity.

Hastings food bank
Enthusiastic students raised funds in
a penalty shoot-out for charity. In
order to take part, the students had
to donate two canned goods or one
pound. The boys who scored the
most were entered into a prize
winning raffle. 
Around 35-40 Kg of food was
collected by students for the Hastings
food bank. 
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Students have been given the opportunity
to become librarians in the Ark William
Parker Academy library. Applicants had to
fill in an application form and attend a
short interview earlier in December.
Librarians Mrs Payne and Mrs Firth were
very impressed by the applicants and said,
“The boys were amazing in the interviews,
so mature and enthusiastic. We are really
happy to have them helping us in the
library at break and lunch times. They will
be logging books in and out and
undertaking general library duties.”
Year 7 student Jack said, “I applied because
I like being helpful. It also allows me to
have some quiet time. I am hoping it will be

a fun experience.” 
Paddy, also Year 7, said “I applied for this
role because I love to read and help
students. I am going to enjoy this and help
kids.” Arash commented that he wanted to
helpful.
Year 8 student Sam said, “I applied because
I am always willing to help out and love
reading.”
The library is open to all students on school
days each morning before tutor time and at
break and lunch times. The library is also
open after school and is used by numerous
students who go there to do their
homework and make use of the computers. 

New student librarians

A poem inspired by the Year 8 unit 
on homelessness

Homeless
Nobody even notices me, it’s like I’m
not there;
Shy and begging for money: No hat,
just scraggy hair.
I plead for twelve hours every single
freezing day;
In a year I don’t earn a normal
person’s monthly pay. 

From my old friends and teachers, I
have no disguise
The feeling in my stomach when they
recognise, 
It’s like my soul has been ripped from
me
And thrown up into the highest tree…

I don’t think I’ll ever get it back,
Even if I had a house, a flat or a
shack.
I cry myself to sleep every night,
Just hoping someone will help me
find the light. 

I fear that day will never come,
As I sit and freeze in the cold winter
sun.
The sea breeze travels through my
clothes
Who Cares? No one even knows. 

by Jacob Colvin, Year 8

Students from Ark Helenswood, Ark William
Parker and Ark 6th Form joined together this
year for the annual Christmas Concert.
The students performed with enthusiasm and
confidence in a true festive spirit.  
There was music for everyone from traditional
carols, contemporary festive hits to a Rock style
band thrown in from the sixth form boys. 
It was a thoroughly successful concert; where
students showcased their superb musical talents.
Well done to all who took part.

Collaborative Christmas Concert 
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The Year 13 sociology students and 
Ms Grimmer joined 500 others in visiting
the 2015 Youth Conference on Crime and
Punishment at University College London.
Despite the poor weather and early wake
up, we visited in high spirits, excited to
develop our knowledge of the nature of
crime in British society. The theme of the
conference was questioning whether
offenders are born as offenders or are
moulded by society. 
Hearing of the experiences of people inside
prisons was inspiring, and really changed
the way we look at the criminal justice
system and offenders in our society. The
conference was chaired by Professor David
Wilson, Professor of Criminology at
Birmingham City University and more

recently, host of the ITV show Back to
Borstal. Speakers included Ben Kearney,
who had spent time in a juvenile institute;
Jamie Bennett, who is a governor of HMP
Grendon; Noel Smith, who was an inmate
at Grendon after taking part in over 200
bank robberies and more recently a Times
Best Seller for his book ‘A Rusty Gun.’
FInally, we learned of the history of the
prison system with Professor Michael
Fiddler from Greenwich University. 
The day was fantastic for consolidating our
knowledge on the subject for our upcoming
final exams, and no doubt gave us valuable
information to lead into our further studies
at university next year.    

by Dan Quinnell, Year 13

Crime and punishment at UCL
Advent candle wreath
This year we have placed an advent
calendar wreath along with our usual
Christmas tree and decorations in
reception. The wreath is made of a
circle of evergreen branches to
symbolize eternal life. Four candles
stand in the circle and each one
represents one of the four Sundays of
Advent. In the centre of the circle is a
fifth candle, the Christ Candle, which
is lit on Christmas Day.

Creating Christmas
decorations for a multi-
cultural nursery
As part of the Year 10 CoPE
(Certificate of Personal Effectiveness)
course students complete a module
on Science and Technology - the
assignment brief is to design and
create 3D seasonal decorations for a
multi-cultural nursery. However prior
to this the students have been
preparing for the Text Santa charity
event; they have been producing
Christmas ornaments that they aim
to sell leading up to Christmas.

As part of their PSHEE curriculum Year 8
students are learning a range of first aid
techniques which will help them to gain
the knowledge, skills and confidence to
act in an emergency. The curriculum has
covered how to deal with a range of
emergency situations, including the
treatment of burns, choking and how to
give CPR. Students have been taught
how to place a patient in the recovery
position and have modelled the correct
information to share in an emergency
999 call.
Collette Iglinski, coordinator of PSHEE
said, “This lesson was a development of
our basic first aid course after receiving
our resuscitation equipment from a
successful bid to the British Red Cross.
As an Academy we feel it is essential
that students engage with their learning
in a practical way. If a medical
emergency should arise then students
need to have experience to be able to
handle such situations. As a school we
support the idea that Emergency First
Aid education should be a requirement
within all schools.”
The Academy has also invested in defibrillators for each block in the school and training of
staff to ensure safety of students, staff and visitors. 

First Aid
training for
Year 8 students
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A warm welcome was given to Dan Hallock
and Glen Fielder who visited Ark William
Parker Academy to speak to students at
two special assemblies. Dan and Glen were
part of a team, who visited the Academy,
called ‘Breaking the Cycle’ and their
message was about Nonviolent Conflict
Resolution through Forgiveness.
Glenn talked about his life and how he
ended up sitting in a wheelchair. In 1987
Glenn was a young man; an average
student who excelled in sport and wanted
to become a full time professional
footballer with Leyton Orient. He explained
how his dreams were dashed after an
unprovoked attack at a party; how he
underwent 11 months of rehabilitation and
felt as though his life was over. He spoke of
how he was fuelled with anger and hate for
the culprit, who only got 6 years in prison.
The students listened attentively when he
told them, "Your education is really
important, it shapes what you will be,
never give up on your dreams but always
have a plan B as you never know what will
happen!"
Even though Glenn had more or less come
to terms with his disability, was in work and
married with children, he still had the
disability of hate and resentment; he felt he
was being eaten from inside out by a
cancer of bitterness. He wanted revenge
but eventually realised this could cost him

25 years and he could lose everything; he
knew he needed to forgive. After finding
out the perpetrator was a persistent
offender and drug user, Glenn realised that
he had a better quality of life with his
family and two lovely children. 
Glenn’ss closing words were, "You have a
choice; this is a land of opportunity; reap
what you sow, forgiveness is the key to a
positive path in life; bad will happen but
there will always be a light at the end of
the darkest of tunnels." 
The audience were told how violence often
starts with very small things, such as slight
comments on Facebook; how when we hurt
one another we can develop a grudge and
that grudge can turn to hatred and lead to
revenge.
Dan Hallock spoke about historical figures
and their impact on the concept of
forgiveness; Mother Teresa, Gandhi, Martin
Luther King and Nelson Mandela. These
individuals chose the path of love and
forgiveness and they have changed the
lives of many people.
Year 10 student Seth said, "It was good. It
was interesting. I know these things
happen, but I was surprised to actually hear
this for real. He was brave not seeking
revenge."
Another student, Kieran, said "It was very
good learning about forgiveness. We should
think first before reacting."

Break the cycle through forgiveness

A surprise chocolate
treat!
This term we had a few weeks
where we wanted to record the
effort of Year 9 students in their
lessons. At the end of the week each
Year 9 teacher assessed the
students in terms of their effort. In
terms of a league table the top 25
students received recognition for
their outstanding effort by being
presented with a chocolate bar. 
Needless to say, the bars of
chocolate were gratefully received
by all!

Have a Hastings Heart
On Thursday 17th December we
delivered presents to the children at
Kipling ward and the Lauriston care
home as part of Hastings United's
"Have a Hastings Heart" scheme
that we organised. It was safe to say
it was heart warming; brought a
smile to so many peoples faces and
certainly did spread the Christmas
cheer! From the bottom of all of our
hearts at Hastings United thank you
so much to everyone who donated a
present or gave us money towards
some; you've all most certainly
proved you do have a Hastings
heart!

by Steph McCrossan, Year 13
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It’s been a busy time for the
candidates taking part in our
Apprentice themed competition. 
Challenge 2 - All the fun at the
fair - was entertaining to say the
least. 
The candidates were tasked with
setting up and running 2 fun fair
type events per team. This had
the added challenge of coping with the UK’s inclement weather. We had “count the kidney
beans”, indoor skittle competition, target shooting and that British stalwart - a coconut shy.
After a slow start both teams used a variety of marketing tactics to entice the punters in and
overall it was a good event. At the end of the day someone had to be fired and they were.
Challenge 3 - Promotional video
This challenge was all about creating not only a promotional video for the school but
creating and recording a song to go with the video. Both groups rose to the challenge and
the results were fantastic. Clearly the students loved this challenge as the videos were
informative, thought provoking and humorous. Staff were asked to vote on the videos and it
was a close match but someone had to lose and someone had to be fired - and they were!
Challenge 4 - The great cookie cook-off 
This challenge was all about production and sales. The candidates had to make some
sample cookies and then based on the quality and taste of those samples get orders. They
then had to fulfil the orders. This they did in
style. Both groups cooked, cleaned and
delivered. Both teams achieved margins in
excess of 70%! Unfortunately in this
process someone had to lose - and they
did and as usual someone had to be
fired - and they were!
Challenge 5 - for this challenge we
will be out and about in Hastings - if
you see us give us a wave!

An Update
Fun at the
fair, videos,
cookies and
more to come

Senior Citizens 
Christmas Party
Ark 6th form students performed at
the Senior Citizens Christmas Party
which is hosted by Ark Helenswood
Academy.
Catering students provided a
wonderful spread; members of the
School Council served tea whilst
Performing Arts students entertained
the audience with music and dance.
The party culminated with Father
Christmas making a surprise
appearance - and with help from the
performers - presents were handed
out to every guest.
One member of the audience said, 
“I look forward to this event every
year - the staff at the school are so
welcoming and the students are so
polite, kind and talented.”
Thank you to all the students and
families who contributed to this
wonderful event.

Year 8 Christmas
preparations
After form 8PMC took part in
collecting money for the food bank
last week they continued the festive
cheer and started off the Christmas
week decorating a tree for their form
room.

An excellent piece of
History homework by

Eden Tenyue 



Give your views on Parent View
Parent View gives you the chance to say what you think about
your son’s school. By sharing your views, you’ll be helping us to

improve. You will also be able to see what other parents have said about Ark
William Parker Academy. Visit https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk
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