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It has been a pleasure for both Ms Newman and
myself to be part of the Ark William Parker team
during this past term. Every school has a varied and
packed calendar and Ark William Parker is no
different. As you read through the pages of this
newsletter, you will see that our students have
received a wealth of opportunities - from sporting
activity through to theatre; from the Battle of Hastings
through to our current national remembrance day
commemorations; from Duke of Edinburgh trips
through to our weekly enrichment sessions.
We’ve been glad to welcome in members of our
community including year 6 students and their
parents, members of the William Parker Foundation
and our governors and a range of universities and
local businesses for our Careers Fair.
Through all the activity of the term, we remain focused
on getting to know our local community, meeting
parents, listening to you and working in partnership
with you to make Ark William Parker an outstanding
school for the whole community. It was great to see
so many families join us at Blackland’s Church for our
first ever joint Ark Hastings Christmas carol concert
and again for our Annual Awards Evening.
We value our partnership with you, our local
community, very highly and we look forward to
continuing to work with you in the coming months
and years. 
Jane Fletcher
Regional Director
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Welcome

A magical winter performance
Students from all four schools in the Ark Hastings
network joined together for the first time to put on a
Winter Concert performance for parents and local
dignitaries, including the Mayor of Hastings, Cllr Judy
Rogers.
The event featured both primary and secondary schools
from Ark Blacklands, Ark Little Ridge, Ark William Parker
and Ark Helenswood and included school choirs, strings
and recorder players. Ark William Parker’s rock band
performed a new take on Wham’s Last Christmas and
student Milo, who read the main lesson, played the violin. 
Concert goers were treated to mince pies and
congregational carols throughout the evening.
The four schools joined together for the grand finale of
Nat King Cole’s The Christmas Song.

On Thursday 15th December, we celebrated the achievements of
students with an awards evening to remember. Michael Foster, the
High Sheriff of East Sussex and the Mayor, Cllr Judy Rogers were invited
to present awards to the winning students.
The evening kicked off with entertainment for the students, parents
and guests who were treated to a wonderful string trio as well as the
opportunity for their portrait to be drawn by a caricature artist before
the awards ceremony began. 
Over 40 students from across all years at the school were commended
throughout the evening, receiving recognition for their achievements
over the year. All subjects in the curriculum were celebrated from Art,
Science and Music to Maths, D&T and PE. 
Towards the end of the ceremony, six special awards were given to
those students who had shown a particularly outstanding achievement
amongst their peers. 
Those awards were - The Parish of St John's Hollington Award for Care
of the environment in the local community, awarded to Macauley
Willard; The Personal Achievement Award for Outstanding Personal
Achievement was awarded to Mark Miller; The William Parker
Foundation award for outstanding service to the community was
awarded to Dillan Compton; The Driver Award for overall achievement
was awarded to Josh
Carter; Outstanding
Academic
Achievement for the
Highest Exam results
was awarded to Yasir
Yusuf and The Jacob
Woudstra Award, for
the student who had
succeeded against the
odds, was awarded to
Kacper Jaramek. 

Academy Awards Evening



In the week prior to Remembrance Day,
students and staff attended assemblies led
by Assistant Principal Mr Burchell, a former
serving marine. The focus was on Armistice
Day and what this time of year feels like for
serving and former serving soldiers.
Afterwards, students were keen to talk
about members of their families who are
currently serving with others asking about
the medal Mr Burchell was wearing on his
uniform. 
Having an ex-serviceman on the staff really
brought home the values and respect that
people have at this time of year; students
eagerly showed their support for the poppy
appeal by buying a poppy from Mr Burchell.
On Friday 11 November, Remembrance
services were held in the main hall. The
services were led by students and visiting
speakers to remember and honour those
who have sacrificed themselves to secure
and protect our freedom.
Reverend Paul Parks from St Helens church
led the lessen reading from Psalm 23 and
the Lord’s Prayer. He went on to explain his
experiences as a paratrooper, after which,
he asked students to consider their choices
and how they impact on relationships.
Geoff Bridger, a military historian, brought
in and talked about examples of weapons
and preparation for the WW1 battles. He
demonstrated the equipment that a person
would carry into battle along with over
300lbs of ammunition and he presented
weapons of the time, which included a
cosh, knife and grenades. 
Student Dion Barry read Rupert Brooke’s
"The Soldier" in both services.
Student Dillon Compton read "For the
Fallen" by Robert Laurence Binyon in the
Year 9 and 10 Service; during this service all

students and staff participated in the 2
minute silence. 
The academy's trustees and governors,
along with selected Year 10 students laid
wreaths at the memorials, which our school
has for its boys who were lost in the two
world wars. The service concluded with
sound of the "Last Post" played by Roger
Mitchell, a
former
Headteacher of
our school.
The poppy
collection was
coordinated by
the Sixth Form
RE Ambassador
team.

A week of Remembrance

visit our website for more
news and photos

www.arkwilliamparker.org
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Remembrance
In the breeze we sway,
Marking where their bodies lay,

A vibrant red,
Bathing in the blood of the dead,

This is where the shells rained,
This is where their blood was
drained,

In the trenches soldiers slept,
But out of line they never stepped,

To fight for our freedom in their
final hour,
Is it too much to buy this little
flower.

Liam Hide, Year 10

Year 9 Football update 
The Year 9 football team have had an
improved campaign from previous
years demonstrating a good team
spirit, work ethic and togetherness. 
In the district matches we drew with
Robertsbridge despite leading by
three goals at half time, in the
remaining match against Rye College
we defeated them 3-2. This was a
game of missed opportunities and
the score line did not reflect the
performance of the game. The team
lost out on goal difference and had a
play-off game with Bexhill Academy.
This game took a similar pattern to
the previous games where we were
in control and leading but failed to
see out the game conceding in the
last minute to lose 3-2. 
The effort and attitude of the boys
has been excellent throughout.



Battle Abbey provided a beautiful setting
for the District Cross Country event on
Friday 11th November. Ark William Parker
had representatives in all 5 year groups.
Tyler Hinz finished third in the Year 7 race,
Harry Burton finished second in the Year 11

race and Toby Salmon won the Year 10
race. This was part of the Hastings and
Rother Schools Sports Partnership
Competition. With all scores combined Ark
William Parker finished joint 1st alongside
Robertsbridge in the boys competition.

1st place in Cross Country

Year 7 students presented a lovely
assembly on the season of Advent. The
students made posters and took turns
teaching others in assembly the message
of this Christian tradition. They were
confident and excited to deliver the
important message of Advent which is
about the expectant waiting and
preparation for the celebration of the
birth of Jesus. 

Year 7 lead 
Christmas Assembly
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Student Aidan Kavanagh teamed up
with First News Live, the children’s
online news channel, to produce a
news report celebrating the 950th
Anniversary of the Battle of Hastings.
The informative and fun news story
includes an interview with Michael
Linton, creator of the 1066 Medieval
Mosaic, a complete recreation of the
Bayeux tapestry handcrafted in 3
million tiny pieces of steel, exhibiting at St Mary’s In the Castle in Hastings; it then moves to
the English Heritage site in Battle where the famous battle took place and where King
Harold met his death on 14th October 1066, 950 years ago. 
The report also includes Vox Pops from Ark school children in Hastings and we find out how
much they know about the battle in their home town that changed the course of England. 
View the film online at: http://live.firstnews.co.uk/whats-your-story/battle-of-hastings/

950th Battle of Hastings anniversary film

Football Trials 
Earlier in the term, over 200 students
took part in trials sfor the academy’s
Year 7 – 11 football teams.

ISEND Coffee morning
On Tuesday the 11th of October,
parents of students who may
experience dyslexic type difficulties
and/or literacy difficulties were
invited to a coffee morning hosted by
ISEND. Staff were present to speak
with parents about any barriers to
learning their sons may be facing and
offer strategies for support at home,
as well as explaining what
adjustments teachers in the
classrooms are making in order to
meet their son’s needs. Emma Green
also delivered a short presentation
on the Driver Youth Trust, a national
charity for students who experience
literacy difficulties set up by our lead
governor for SEND Sarah Driver.
Emma guided parents through the
website to enable them to access
online support and resources. 
It was so positive to see so many
parents there keen to support their
son’s literacy needs and all went
away with their questions answered
on how their son’s literacy needs
were being met in school and also
armed with some new tactics and
resources to develop literacy in the
home! 
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Ark William Parker opened its doors for a well-
attended and successful Year 6 open evening. The
event allowed prospective new students and parents
to experience the vast range of activities and
opportunities the academy has to offer.
Students were welcomed to the newly designed
school reception area where they eagerly accepted
goodie bags before going on a tour of the academy
site.
Parents and students alike were keen to try their
hand at the activities and displays on offer. They took
part in various activities ranging from badge making
in DT and quizzes in maths to basketball shootouts,
table tennis and a rowing challenge within the
exceptional sports facilities.
As usual the science department had the students
standing in awe - many drawn to the bangs, flames
and explosions whilst others were intrigued with the
biology dissections; methane bubbles and flames
leaving lasting memories. The English department
displayed student's work and the library
demonstrated literacy skills. The art department
captured the imagination of many budding
filmmakers with an excellent workshop on animation
and the Spanish department teamed up with food
technology to offer guests the opportunity to sample
the delights of Spanish cuisine; tapas and other
traditional delicacies were eagerly enjoyed by all.
Space within the main hall was at a premium for the
Executive Principal’s address where guests were
introduced to key members of staff who would be
integral to the successful transition of new students
next year.
With the move from primary to secondary school
drawing closer, the event gave Year 6 parents a
glimpse of the life their son could have at Ark William
Parker Academy. They had the opportunity to ask
questions to both staff and students to inform them
when making the important decision about their
son’s future education.
If you missed the event and wish to visit the
academy, please telephone 01424 439888 to arrange
a tour where staff will be only too pleased to
welcome you.

Bangs, flames and
explosions surprise
Hastings’ Year 6s

visit our website for more photos



On Thursday 10 November, we held our first PSHRE ‘drop
down’ with a specific focus on health and well-being .
The learning outcomes in Year 7 were to explore health and
hygiene; working in groups, students created colourful,
informative posters. Year 8 developed their understanding of
basic first aid, learning how to use the recovery position and
what to do in this situation - students also looked at what it is
like to have an asthma attack. Year 9 had a focus on smoking,
drugs and alcohol, they also had a specific event on subjects
and jobs in order to prepare them for their future option
choices - this was led by Future First and alumnus (ex-
students from William Parker). Year 10 had a focus on dealing
with stress, emotional health and well-being.
A number of organisations took part including the British Red
Cross supporting students in basic first aid management and
Terence Higgins Trust explaining issues on HIV/AIDs with Year
10. Performance in Education led an hour long performance
on road safety and distraction issues, which informed students
of the implications and possible results of their actions.

Health and well-being

Faith . Perseverance . Respect . Achievement

Ark William Parker and Ark Helenswood
students attended an inspirational Super
Science Challenge day at the University of
Brighton along with students from
Charter Academy, Portsmouth.
The event was to raise aspirations and
give students a flavour of life as a scientist
at university. Students participated in a
workshop led by undergraduates and Dr
Jasper Green. They made a spectrometer
using simple items - cardboard tubes and
CDs. They then measured light from
different sources using their handmade
equipment.
Our students had a fantastic day,
sampling university life whilst developing
skills of enquiry, investigation, reasoning
and presentation.

A Challenge for
Super scientists

Pulling together
The first house tug of war event got
off to a brilliant start. 
The aim of these activities is to
encourage students to work together
as a team whilst having fun and
contribute to a sense of community
within their houses. 
The boys showed great team spirit,
energy and enthusiasm throughout
and definitely had fun!

Year 8 ‘B’ football
team success 
The Year 8 ‘B’ football team have had
a successful first campaign
progressing into the semi-finals of
the district competition where they
will now face a school from the
Eastbourne partnership after
Christmas. Winning both their group
games by overcoming Hastings
Academy and Rye College this led to
a play-off against St Leonards
Academy. This was a close encounter
and we were eventually edged out 4-
2, this was a good performance
against a team who played in the A
league the previous season. Tom
Cumber, Luke Warren and Brandon
Warren have performed consistently
well impressing throughout. 



Year 8 progress in
National Cup 
The Year 8 Football team at Ark
William Parker Academy won through
to round 6 of the English Schools
Football Association National Cup
competition by beating Simon
Langton Grammar School,
Canterbury, 6 -2. Connor Wood
scored a hat trick, Jamal Lubanga two
and Captain Benn Ward one.
This sets up a game in the new year
against George Abbott School,
Guildford, for a place in the last 16 of
this national competition. The team
have already beaten Forest Hill
School in London, Seaford Head,
Littlehampton and Tunbridge Wells
Grammar School.
Jimmy Elford, Coach said “Over 700
schools have entered into this
competition so to be competing for a
place in the last 16 is something we
are really proud of and is a credit to
the levels that the boys are playing
at. We wish them good luck in the
next round.”
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Students from Ark 6th Form took part in a
practice expedition to prepare for their
Silver Duke of Edinburgh assessment. With
heavy rucksacks, maps and route cards
ready they set off to Bodiam to begin day
one of three planned days. The practice
element is required to assess their
readiness and competency to attempt the
assessed expedition at a later date.
Over the three days the students tackled
slow and arduous climbs presented by the
Wealden countryside; they walked miles
around Bedgebury, Cranbrook, Goudhurst
and Brenchley; they demonstrated their
skills in setting up tents and cooking on the
gas trangiers and developed their map
reading and countryside awareness. 
Participants remained buoyant in spirits
despite the weather conditions which
varied from clear skies and sunshine to
pouring rain and strong winds.
The students, even though tired and
nursing some sore feet, said that they had
really enjoyed the practice and in some
strange way were looking forward to the
assessment weekend. 

Silver assessment preparations

Charlie produced two
Abstract paintings
based on Kandinsky.

Artist of the Month - 
Charlie Keats, 
Year 8

Premier League kit
The Ark William Parker football team
are thrilled to receive a Premier
League kit from AFC Bournemouth
star defender, Steve Cook.
Steve, a former Ark William Parker
student, nominated the school
through the Premier League Players
Kit Scheme. Steve was a member of
the schools National Cup winning
team in 2005 and is now a regular
starter for Bournemouth in the
Premier League.
Jimmy Elford, Coach said, “We are
delighted to have received the kit
from Steve. We follow his successes
at Bournemouth with pride and it’s
great to have him think of us. The
boys were amazed to see Steve
retweet the photo of the team
wearing the kit.”

Creativity in DT
During Year 7 Design and Technology
classes the students have been working
on House logo shields.
They have created their own designs to
a given specification. The assessment
covered their creativity, use of correct
tools and health and safety awareness
around the workshop. 



Year 7 students recently participated in our annual
event exploring pedestrian safety. The presentation,
funded by Sussex Safer Roads, was led by three
performing artists from Performance in Education.
The aim of the engaging presentation was to inform
students of issues that affect them as pedestrians and
help them to remain safe around roads.
The theatre production focussed on the potential
consequences of lapses in concentration and risk taking
behaviour around roads. With an entertaining mixture
of lively theatre, mask work, audience participation and
statistics about road accidents, the students were
reminded of the dangers of using mobile phones and
listening to music whilst near busy roads. 
Mrs Iglinski PSHRE coordinator commented, “The event
was very useful indeed, covering many pertinent topics;
engaging the students with excellent interactive
delivery.”

Reminding students to stay safe

Students from
Scholengemeenschap Reigersbos
in Amsterdam visited Ark William
Parker Academy in October.
Fifteen Year 10 students from the Netherlands arrived to
experience life at school in England. They partnered our
students and attended GCSE lessons in geography, sport,
business studies and biology. 
They also got some time to talk about how schools are
different in both countries. The students from Amsterdam
found it interesting that we have a uniform and also have
theory lessons for PE; they were also a little surprised about
how early exams are undertaken. Our students were surprised
that completion of secondary age learning is 17 in the
Netherlands. During the conversation there was discussion on
the facilities - the students from Amsterdam have to travel
over a mile to access PE facilities for their lessons.

Students
visit from
Amsterdam 

National Theatre
Visit
Year 12 and 13 drama students from
Ark 6th Form East Sussex visited the
National Theatre to see a production
of Our Ladies of Perpetual Succour by
Lee Hall, writer of the West End
musical hit Billy Elliot.
This brilliant new comedy was an
inspiring show for the students as they
prepare to devise their own
performances for future examinations.
The students also managed to see live
street theatre in Covent Garden and
visit the National Theatre’s workshops
to see technical work backstage. The
trip is part of our commitment to
introduce students to a range of
significant, inspirational performing
arts and theatre events.
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The search for Mr
Godwinson
On Saturday 3rd December, dance
students from Ark 6th Form East
Sussex and Ark Helenswood helped
to bring St Marys in the Castle alive in
the search for Mr Godwinson. 
The humorous script and original
score written by composer/artist
Haydn Cornner told the story of
power, gender and love and included
animation, film, electronic music,
poetry, dance, drama, socks and
string!
Students said it was an amazing
experience to work alongside live
musicians in such an atmospheric
venue.
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On Wednesday 9th November, visitors from Hastings
and the surrounding areas received a very warm
welcome at Ark 6th Form East Sussex’s Open
Evening. The evening gave potential students and
parents an insight into life at Ark 6th Form at the
William Parker site.
The main hall was buzzing - filled with guests who
were eager to question and talk to sixth form
students and staff. There were various displays and
presentations throughout the academy, including
stunning A Level artwork, performing arts and
interactive experiments in the science department;
the languages department provided Mediterranean
food which was sampled and enjoyed by guests.
Following a video showing Ark 6th Form students
sharing their experiences, students and parents
heard from James Hamilton, Head of Ark 6th Form
East Sussex, about what the sixth form had to offer.
As well as hearing about the sixth form’s excellent
academic results, with 47% of all A levels being
graded A*-B and 76% being marked A*-C, potential
students also heard about the sixth form’s university
bursaries. The bursaries, which are between £3,000
and £30,000 over the course of a university degree,
are offered through the Ark network to high-
performing students.
Amongst those Ark 6th Form East Sussex students
who were awarded bursaries last year were Russell,
who is now studying Physics at Oxford University,
and Jiakun, now studying Medicine at Imperial
College London. 
James Hamilton said, “It was fantastic to see so
many students and parents at our open evening as
we prepare to help even more students to progress
to university or a career of their choice.
“One of the big advantages of being a student at Ark
6th Form East Sussex is that, as a school sixth form,
teachers know their students personally and are able
to tailor lessons to suit their individual needs. 
“We are continuing to build on our success from
previous years, which has seen Ark 6th Form East
Sussex students go on to Oxford, Cambridge and
Russell Group universities, to ensure that each of our
students can achieve their full potential.”
If you are seeking a sixth form place for September
2017 and missed the open evening, please call
Donna Howell on 01424 448225 to arrange an
appointment to see Ark 6th Form in action.

Hundreds of 
visitors receive a
very warm welcome
at Ark 6th Form



During October half term, 39 students and
4 staff visited Krakow as part of a History
and RE trip.
Over 4 days, they visited the Galicia
Museum to explore Jewish history in
Poland. This museum displays images of
Poland where there had once been Jewish
communities; it also shows images of the
communities as they are now, with very
little evidence of this history. In the
afternoon they visited Auschwitz Birkenau
where they had a guided tour of the
camp, hospital, the starvation cells and
the medieval Jewish cemetery. 
During the visit, Jews in the city were
celebrating Sukkot and the group
observed a Sukkot tent in residence
outside of the synagogue - reinforcing the
impact on the Jewish people. Poland was a
country of 3 million Jews and currently
there are less than 10% left. They also
visited the Oscar Schindler factory which is
now a museum showing Jewish society
and life prior to the war, during the war
and immediately after the war.
The students spent some time in the
‘Grozny’ market place exploring the shops
and trying traditional hot chocolate -
which some stated that it was the best
they had ever had. They also played table
football, pool and bowling at the hotel.
Students and staff returned to school safe
and sound after this very enjoyable and
educational trip.

A trip to Poland
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Looking forward at
the Careers Fair 
On Thursday the 8th of December,
we hosted a careers event designed
to provide Year 11 and sixth form
students with information pertaining
to both apprenticeships and Higher
Education. Universities and a number
of local firms attended the event and
ran stalls informing students about
career prospects with their respective
businesses. 
The universities and local businesses
provided workshops for the students
on a wide array of topics. The
content of these sessions ranged
from CV writing and interview skills
to student finance. 
Students without exception found
the day an enjoyable and worthwhile
experience with many establishing
links with local employers and
obtaining information enabling them
to make informed decisions about
their next steps post 18, whether this
be Higher Education or Level 4
apprenticeships. 
Head of Ark 6th Form James
Hamilton said; “This was an excellent
opportunity for our students to start
to consider what they will do after
they have left sixth form. For many of
them Higher Education will be the
focus moving forward, however, a
number of students have started to
consider apprenticeship routes after
today’s insightful event”. 



Enrichment 
Sessions

Give your views
on Parent View

Parent View gives you the chance to say
what you think about your son’s school.
By sharing your views, you’ll be helping
us to improve. You will also be able to
see what other parents have said about
Ark William Parker Academy. Visit
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk
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Our first two terms of the enrichment programme have been
hugely successful. It has been so impressive to see students
across the age groups working as teams. Music and movies
have been made; photos have been taken; stories have been
written; amazing spaces have been created and delicious
food cooked. Students have learnt to relax and control their
anger or channel their frustrations through the strategies
needed to play board games or create magic tricks.
There have been tournaments and matches against other
schools in football and rugby which feed in to our system of

House points.
Overall, students have enjoyed
their Friday afternoons of
extra curricular activities. We
look forward to sharing the
results with you and will
invite you for presentations
and displays soon.
Next term we have 17
activities and students have
made their choices.

A successful start for
Ark 6th Form Team
The Ark 6th Form East Sussex football
team have had a successful start to
the football season; they have won
three of their four league games in
the Sussex School's Under 19 East
Division. The team's victories came
over Sussex Downs Eastbourne,
Sussex Coast College and Bexhill
College with the only defeat coming
against an impressive Buckswood. 
The only other defeats have come
against Bedes and Thomas Bennett in
the National and County Cup
respectively. 
Coach, Russell Eldridge said, “The
boys in the squad have put in much
effort and shown a fantastic attitude
throughout the season thus far.  As
well as playing good football, they
have been a credit to themselves and
Ark 6th form.”

Villiers Park Residential Trip
This year students in Year 11 explored coding and ciphers. They were 
introduced to the historical uses of ciphers and the role they have played in sending
messages through. During the three days students all had to explore different coding and
cipher messages that each group set. While doing so they had to set their own code and
crack others. It was intense and competitive. On Tuesday afternoon students visited the
history of computing in Cambridge, where they got to play some retro games including
Pacman and Tetris on large game machines.
Unfortunately none of the student teams could win
as the teacher group had been given one time pad
which is a code almost indecipherable - it also
helped that the tutor hacked all the students codes.
Part of the learning was to realise that often codes
and ciphers are broken by social engineering.

Basketball update
Year 11s are in training for the
basketball season. 



On last day of term, students took part in Christmas Jumper
Day to raise money for the charity - Save the Children. 
As well as assemblies and Christmas lunch, students also
took part in a Christmas quiz which was an excellent way
to end the day.

Ark William Parker Academy . Parkstone Road . Hastings . East Sussex . TN34 2NT . Tel. 01424 439888 . Fax. 01424 448292
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Christmas fun
on the last
day of term


