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Dear Parents and Carers,
I have pleasure in writing to you in our first newsletter
of the academic year. 
We were extremely pleased to welcome new Year 7
students to Ark William Parker Academy at the start of
September. The students started a day ahead of the
rest of the school which enabled us to spend quality
time together to start their secondary school
experience. They have settled in well and we have all
been impressed with how well we are seeing them
adapt to secondary school life. The Year 7 football
team have already begun to earn themselves quite a
reputation in the county after their recent wins! The
Year 11 football team are also starting the year in the
same way.
As you can see, from the articles included in the
newsletter, this year has started as full as last year
finished, with lots of activities underway to extend our
students’ curriculum. There have also been many
events to recognise the effort students have made to
start the year with a tone of high expectations and
academic rigour.
You will remember from my letter to you in September
that we have been trialling a revised strategy to
support our learning and behaviour expectations. We
are constantly reviewing the impact of this and thank
you for the support you have overwhelmingly offered
us in helping us to make it consistent and also in
reinforcing messages at home. We will continue to
support students but importantly will continue to insist
on eliminating all disruption to learning as a result of
poor behaviours. We have very clear expectations
around classroom conduct and attitudes to learning. In
order to support the progress and daily experience of
all our students I will ensure that we are using all
resources and actions open to us in order to ensure a
high level learning culture in our classrooms - we make
no apology for that and I am sure you would expect
nothing less. 
We set out this year to really help students wear the
academy uniform consistently well. We have seen an
excellent improvement in the appearance of students
not only on their arrival at the academy but also as
they are travelling to and from home. This is so
pleasing for us as it represents Ark William Parker so
well in the town and beyond - it is also an important
indicator of how the boys see their academy and the
role they play in its success.
Thank you to those of you who were able to come to
our recent run of curriculum information evenings.
Information evening for Year 8 is during the first week
back on Wednesday the 4th November. Full details will
be available on the academy website.
In the meantime thank you, as usual, for your ongoing
support in helping our students to achieve their
absolute best.
Yours sincerely, 
Daniel Hatley, Principal

Welcome

On Tuesday 13 October, Year 7 students attended a performance and
workshop called “Streetwise” as part of the PHSE programme. A team,
from Performance in Education, was invited to the school in order to
remind students of their need to be “streetwise” and safe.
For most students it is probably a long time since they learnt the
‘Green Cross Code’ and arriving at secondary school is often the first
time they put this into practice on their own.
The performance was set around three friends, with a fourth unseen,
on a school trip. The group of friends were carrying out various surveys
including shopping and traffic. The performance asked students to
consider the impact of using mobile phones and listening to music, on
headphones, as they walked around busy area. The performance
finished with a shocking cliff hanger which left the students with plenty
to think about. 
Afterwards the actors reinforced key messages about the student’s
safety and how they can ensure they are safe. The students were asked
to come up with slogans to remind them of how they should stay safe
when walking to and from school e.g. “Take the subway to Subway” or
“Hold the call”.
Ark William Parker Academy believes it is priority to ensure the safety
and well-being of students and the message given will ensure they are
safe when walking to and from school.

An unusual way to remind
Year 7 students to be safe
and “Streetwise”
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Year 9 students were called into an
impromptu assembly on Friday 18th
September at the Academy.  
As they made their way into the main
school hall, there was much speculation
and rumour as to why they were being
brought together. “I wonder what has
happened” and "do you think I'm in
trouble?" were just some of the comments
students were overheard saying to each
other.
The year group need not have worried as
they soon found out why they had been
assembled. They were told by Ms Kelly, Vice
Principal, that together, they had collected

more reward points than any other year
group in the first two weeks of term; these
points are awarded to students for positive
behaviours and attitudes to learning, both
in and outside the classroom. The students
were then told that, as a surprise treat, an
ice cream van was ready and waiting for
them outside the hall. There were smiles all
round as they queued eagerly, despite the
odd shower of rain, to get their flake
topped, ice creams. The reward was
thoroughly enjoyed by all and was a fitting
end to the week. 
Well done to all our students in Year 9!

Much speculation and rumour

Shout Out assemblies are
specific to each year group,
running half termly.
These assemblies are aimed at
delivering good news stories,
celebrating success, progress
and achievement.
They are an opportunity for all
staff to have an input into
thanking the students for
sporting successes, participating
in house events, trying new and difficult
challenges and, generally, giving of their
best.
Some of the words and phrases, supplied by
teachers, include;
Superb effort, awesome, great homework,
dedicated and hardworking, impressive and
a pleasure to teach, challenging language
and sentence structure, a great
understanding and, engaging with parents
at open evening.

Mr Sully, Head of Year 7, says,
“I would, personally, like to congratulate
and thank all of the students that are always
doing the right thing; making the right
choices and behaving in the correct manner.
“Well done to the Year 7 football team who
won all 3 matches played and the 37 Year
7s who played in last Fridays House
football.
“Finally, a big Shout Out, to the 47 Year 7s
who have 100% attendance and zero
behaviour points against them. Well done.”

NEW
Shout Out
assemblies

A good finish for BTEC
construction students
Fifteen Year 11 BTEC construction
students have recently undertaken
some work based practicals around
the Academy.
The main areas of focus have been
the Inclusion and Special Educational
Needs department.
The students have been working
hard, preparing and emulsioning the
area for the past 3 weeks and the
project is close to completion. 
Well done to the students who have
taken part in this project and
enhanced their construction skills. 

Seeking former students
Did you go to Ark William Parker
Academy? If you’re a former student
who would like to support current
students and stay in touch with the
school we want to hear from you.
Right now, there are students in the
assembly hall where you once sat,
facing similar challenges and
opportunities that you did. Being
connected to you could really help
them.
The school is one of more than 450
state schools and colleges across
Britain which have registered with the
charity Future First to set up networks
of former students or alumni.
It doesn’t matter when you left school,
whether you’re in further education or
employment, whether you still live
nearby or have moved further away,
we want to find out what you’ve been
up to since leaving school. 
To sign up to William Parker’s alumni
community, please visit
www.networks.futurefirst.org.uk/form
er-student/williamparker, or get in
touch with Ellie Newbery on
ellie@futurefirst.org.uk.
Looking forward to reconnecting with
you.
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The Football Academy began their 2015/16
season campaign with a well-deserved 6-3
win at home to a physical Carshalton side in
the F.A Youth Cup. 
The U’s started brightly with an early goal
from left winger Bradlee Mepham after
some well-crafted build up play from the
United midfield.
Carshalton didn’t take long to respond
however, after a well struck free-kick
caused havoc within the United defence,
finding its way into the Hastings goal,
bringing the scores level at 1-1.
Carshalton took the lead around half an
hour into the first half after a quick counter
attack and some good attacking play,
ending off with a defence-splitting pass
leaving the Carshalton striker one-on-one
with Hastings’ keeper Dan Rose who was
unable to save the close range attempt. 2-1
It didn’t take long for the U’s to equalise.
Brandon Miah scoring a fantastic individual
goal after beating three of the Carshalton
back line, topping it off with a composed
finish. 2-2
United took the lead just before the
interval with a second goal from Bradlee
Mepham. A good strike from just outside
the 18 yard box, after an unselfish pass
across goal from Charlie Ball when he could
have easily taken the opportunity himself.
United went in at half time 3-2 leaders.
The U’s again began the superior side in the
second half, Joe Brister providing an aerial
threat against Carshalton’s small full-back,
and it wasn’t long until Hastings pushed
their noses further in front. Bradlee

Mepham swinging a corner towards the
back post which at first seemed to fly
straight in the net. However, after looking at
the photographs of the game and discussing
with the dubious goal’s committee. The goal
was awarded to Brandon Miah, who just
flicked the ball past the Carshalton
goalkeeper at the back post. 4-2
Carshalton weren’t going to give up without
a fight. The game was brought back within
a goal after a mistake by the U’s keeper left
an open goal for Carshalton to simply pass
the ball into. 4-3
Carshalton nearly equalised minutes after,
when a corner was swung out to the edge of
the box and struck with venom at the United
goal forcing a good save from Dan Rose.
Hastings dominated much of the game
after this, with attempts from the entire
front three, and Bradlee Mepham getting a
very well deserved hat-trick, neatly slotting
home from 10 yards after a fantastic long
pass from right-back Ben Cornelius.
Charlie Ball finished proceedings with a goal
of his own. Holding the ball up on the edge
of the Carshalton box; turning on a six-
pence in order to create space to pass the
ball into the bottom left corner of the net.

Winners! 

The Year 10 Football team have started the
year very impressively, defeating
Claverham 5-0 and St. Richards 3-1. They
have adapted very well to a new formation
and have shown some great promise. A big

well done to the seventeen boys who have
represented the academy so far. Let’s hope
the good start continues against Bexhill and
St. Andrews at the beginning of half term! 

An impressive start for Year 10

The Wolf
The wolf howls,
The wolf howls creepily,
It howls spookily, scarily, disturbingly,
The wolf whistles madly,
When the female arrives.

by Houssam Bencaid, Year 9

To Space and Back
Jordan Page looked around the jet
black limousine, wondering why he
had been put on the team - he was
only a scientist. Looking around the
shadowy, brown interior of the
limousine again, this time he noticed
the ice cold water cooler; he had
been gasping for a drink but it was
too late. He braced himself and
stepped out. He was greeted by a
number of flashes.
The camera’s flash lit up the red
carpet. The gargantuan structure that
towered over the city was a state of
the art theatre hall. Jordan had been
here once before when he had won
best scientist of England; the titanic
trophy still sat proudly on his dining
room table with a vast layer of dust
on top of it. 

by Lewis Parker, Year 8

by Dan Rose, 
Ark 6th Form



Over the last few weeks, Ark William Parker has been
welcoming prospective students and parents to open
mornings to see the academy in action.  
On the 30th September we also held a very successful
open evening. After a welcome address by the
Principal, visitors were taken on tours by academy
students. They were invited to take part in a range of
exciting activities, which included making badges and
laser cutting in DT, ‘Guess the famous historical
person’ in History and a name the logo contest in
Business Studies. Visitors to the PE department had
an energetic evening; they tried gymnastics and
badminton, took part in basketball shootouts and
participated in rowing and cycling challenges.
Curious children were drawn to the bangs and
explosions emanating from the Science department
where lots of experiments were taking place. They
used test tubes in Chemistry, tested strength
equipment and had a few hair-raising experiences.
When seeing a teacher handling balls of fire they
eagerly joined the queue to set light to the methane
bubbles in her hands!
There was inquisitive apprehension, in the English
department, when Year 6 students stumbled across
the motionless body of a student clutching a syringe,
surrounded by hay and lying near an abandoned
Italian blade. In order to solve this ‘whodunnit’
mystery, visitors had to look for clues around the
‘dead body’; gather evidence; watch scenes from
‘Mice and Men’, ‘Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’, and ‘Romeo
and Juliet’. Ark William Parker students enjoyed
putting on the show with Milo Moody, who narrated
the scene from ‘Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’, saying it was
“awesome” and “a lot of fun”.
Taste buds were in for a treat with samples of fine
continental cuisine in the language department and
jam tarts and a salad bar in food technology. In Art,
Matthew Harris and Bobby Salmon enjoyed making
clay pots with the older students. Children also had
fun making lots of noise in the Music department,
trying all manner instruments including a very loud
drum kit!
The event was held so prospective students and
parents could catch a glimpse of life at Ark William
Parker Academy to help them when making the
important decision as to their future education. If you
missed this event and would like to visit the academy,
please telephone 01424 439888 to arrange a tour.

Dr Jekyll and Mr
Hyde greet Year 6s
at open evening

visit our website for more photos
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House
Results

Overall House Summary
1st place Parker 20 points

Even though the weather has turned colder
we still had a good turnout for the house
tug of war competition. All houses pulled
against each other to see who would be
branded the strongest team with the best

tactics. Supporters encouraged and
cheered over over 50 students who battled
it out on the field. 
Parker took the lead, again, for the start of
the year with 20 points.
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Pulling together for the first event

A warm welcome back to the Ark William
Parker House competition.
For those of you that are new to the
Academy, a brief outline of what this is all
about.
There are 4 houses, Becket (blue), Parker
(yellow), Saxon (red) and Saunders (green).
The aim of the house system is to include
as many students as possible, in as many
events as possible, including;
Football, basketball, rounders, cycling, cross

country, tug of war, quizzes, spelling bee,
science challenges, ready steady cook and,
many, many more.
Most events run after school; there are
usually two per half term and the boys are
advised when, where, how etc. via
assemblies or Tutor time.
The overall winners for 2014-2015 were a
triumphant Saunders.
Let the battle commence…………………….

House events

1st place Parker 20 points

2nd place Becket 15 points

3rd place Saxon 10 points

4th place Saunders 5 points

The Year 8 football team have made an
indifferent start to the season having won
one and lost twice. 
The season started with a tough game away
at Peacehaven in the County Cup, a poor
first half saw us trail 3-0 at the break. A
much improved second half saw us pull 2
goals back through Terry Davies and Kyle
Churchman. Unfortunately we were unable
to carry on the fight back and conceded
two further goals to exit the cup and into
the shield. 
In the District League we edged out
Hastings Academy 4-3 in the final minutes
after a pulsating end to end match. Terry
Davies got the winner with the other goals
coming from Kyle Churchman (2) and Will
Brown. 
The game against Robertsbridge was a goal

fest, with both teams creating chances at
will and duly converting them. Despite
trailing after the first minute we fought
back to lead 4-2 at half time. Shortly into
the second half we trailed 5-4; both teams
scored further goals to make the score 6-6;
unlike the previous we were unable to
snatch the winner and it was Robertsbridge
who scored to win 7-6. The goals were
scored by Will Brown (3), Harvey Cheshire
and Lewis Rushton. 
With all four teams in the group on the
same points it will go down to the next
round of games. We play Rye College for a
place in the semi-finals. 
Congratulations to Harvey Cheshire who
was successful at the South East Sussex
District trials and made the squad for future
games. 

Year 8 football update

158 applicants!
This year’s Apprentice themed
competition has kicked off to a great
start. The prize money has doubled,
along with the interest from
students. 
With 158 students recording an initial
interview on why they are the ideal
business-man, the overwhelming
demand was evident. During the 3-
day interview process, an additional
room was required to ensure that all
applicants had the opportunity to
state their case. With applicants from
all 5 year groups, the judges,
including last year’s winner, short-
listed the initial 158 down to the final
16 candidates. 
Throughout the coming months,
these students will face numerous
challenges, testing a variety of
qualities; including creativity, time
management, leadership and the
handling of finances - gaining
valuable skills that they can utilise in
the real world.  However, these tasks
will be tougher than before, as the
challenges are being designed by the
Year 13 sixth form business students
- the future generation of Alan
Sugars. 
Wait for the next instalment with the
results of the first challenge. 
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With the weather forecast promising to produce a
damp and miserable weekend, 11 students from
Ark 6th Form East Sussex set out to complete their
qualifying Silver Duke of Edinburgh expedition. 
Meeting at Bodiam Castle early on Friday morning,
maps in hand and routes planned, rucksacks
loaded, they set off.  With a seven hour walk
ahead of them the weather tried its best to
dampen their spirits and experience. Storms aside,
they made good time, along the way collecting
evidence for their planned projects, arriving on
time, tired but cheerful in Cranbrook. This set the
tone for the following two days with walks
through Bedgebury, Goudhurst and Brenchley. 
The expedition is the culmination of eight months
of preparation and planning along with completing
physical, volunteering and skills projects. 
After three days of walking along planned routes,
the students were relieved to be informed by 
their assessor that they had successfully passed
the expedition phase. The assessor commented 
on how well the students had worked together
and on their excellent preparation. 
For some, the next step may be looking at
attempting the Gold Award.

Duke of Edinburgh

A winning start for the
Year 11 football team
The Year 11 football team have made
a winning start to the season in
defence of retaining the District Cup.
The opening game saw us defeat 
St Richards 4-1 with goals coming
from Dan Ryan and Lewis Neech in
the first half; St Richards pulled a goal
back shortly after half time but good
strikes from Tom Climpson and Lewis
Palmer secured victory. 
The following game was a fiery
encounter away at Buckswood. After
a close first half we finally ran out 6-1
victors with Lewis Palmer (2), Zak
Boutwood, Lewis Neech and
Cameron Harding. 
Against Bexhill High, the boys put in
an excellent team performance with
all the squad contributing to the
victory. Goals from Lewis Palmer,
Lewis Neech and Zack Boutwood
gave us a 3-0 lead at half time. After
conceding an penalty we went on to
win 5-1 with further goals from Lewis
Neech and Ben Tudor. The team have
one more tough district league match
against Claverham and travel to
Portslade Academy in the County
Cup.
Congratulations to Tom Climpson and
Sonny Dullaway who have both
represented the Hastings United
Academy team, run in conjunction
Ark 6th Form; as well Lewis Palmer,
Tom Benford, Dan Ryan and Lewis
Neech who have also represented
the Ark 6th Form team.

Year 7 football team 
remain undefeated 
Our Year 7 football team continues
with their winning streak. They won
their third match beating St Richards
4-1. The team also won matches
against Claverham 4-0 and Hove Park
3-1.
So far, Jamal Lubanga is the top
scorer with 4 goals; Joe Skinner has
one Man of the Match Award and
Benn Ward has two.

Jay Muzzelwhite, in Year 9, has been awarded
runner-up by East Sussex Music in the art
competition that ran in July. The task was to make
art while listening to a piece of music.
In art, students took part in a project on Africa. For
the competition, the students made their own
mark-making implements with found materials
such as twigs, wire, sponge, cloth. They listened to
an African piece of music and painted shapes and
marks that they felt represented the feeling of the
music.
Jay won a certificate and prize T-shirt; his work
was put on display, alongside the winner and other
runners-up, at the launch of East Sussex Music at
the Towner art gallery on the 29th September.

Jay creates a prize winning
piece of music inspired art



Give your views on Parent View
Parent View gives you the chance to say what you think about your son’s
school. By sharing your views, you’ll be helping us to improve. You will also
be able to see what other parents have said about Ark William Parker
Academy.  Visit https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk

www.arkwilliamparker.org
Ark William Parker Academy . Parkstone Road . Hastings . East Sussex . TN34 2NT . Tel. 01424 439888 . Fax. 01424 448292
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Year 12 students visited a University
Fair at the Emirates Stadium. The
purpose of this trip was for students to
explore the options available to them
after sixth form. The Fair provided an
excellent springboard for students to
commence their research.
At the Fair students were able to see
representatives from every university
and higher education provider in the
UK including actual admissions tutors
and former students. They provided
detailed course information through
leaflets and prospectuses for students
to further develop their research.
A good day was had by all! 

Year 12s explore
options at the
Emirates Stadium


