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Students at ARK William Parker Academy
(AWPA) were treated to a celebrity visit
on Wednesday, 14th May.  Steve Brown,
GB Wheelchair Rugby Captain, visited the
academy as part of the Sky Sports “Living
for Sport” initiative, which aims to
motivate and inspire students. Steve spent
time getting to know the students and
sharing his experiences of captaining
Great Britain at the London 2012

Paralympics. He also shared his
inspirational story of how he came to be a
wheel chair rugby star.  The boys showed
great interest in Steve’s talk and enjoyed
taking part in the team building games. 
Steve will be revisiting the academy on
2nd July to look at the progress made by
the group and he has already emailed to
express his excitement at working with
the boys again. 

Paralympian inspires students
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Mon 2nd Jun Start of Term

Tue 17th Jun Art Exhibition Opens

Thu 19th Jun Art Exhibition Prize
Giving Evening

Fri 20th Jun Commemoration
Service

Thu 26th Jun Year 11 Prom
Mufti Day

Fri 27th Jun Inset Day

Wed 2nd Jul Year 13 Prom

Thu 3rd Jul Year 6 Transition Day

Fri 4th Jul Year 6 Transition Day

Fri 18th Jul End of Term

dates foryour diary Dear Parent / Carer
Welcome to our end of Term 5 newsletter. As you will see,
this has been a very busy, and highly successful term for ARK
William Parker students. Worthy of special mention are our
6th Form students who went to Kabubbu in Uganda and
worked as volunteers on important community projects.
These students demonstrated true grit and determination by
working hard to raise the money to support the trip and then
undertaking demanding work in very challenging conditions.

The participants gave assemblies to younger students to share their experiences.
Students have seen some real benefits of our membership of the ARK network this
term. Daniel Jackson and Michael Manyarara have both been awarded bursaries to
support their first year at university. Students from years 7, 8 and 9 participated in the
ARK Schools Spelling Bee. Finally, students in Music, English and Maths have received
additional support in their preparation for public exams from subject specialist
working with the central ARK team.  
Congratulations to all the students who have achieved their Silver and Gold Principal’s
Award. All of the students listed below have gained theses awards by producing
excellent work. Well done to them all! 

Mark Phillips, Principal

Gold: Korben Burgess
Silver: Noah Adams, Benjamin Baldock, Morgan Bames, Korben Burgess,

Christopher Leonard, Jay Pepper, Liam Tibbutt 

Welcome

A winning design
Sixth form student, Barnaby Catterall,
created the winning design for this year’s
Jack in the Green Design Competition.
All of the Year 12 AS level Graphic
Design students entered the public
competition as part of their coursework. 
Barnaby explained that ‘For my design I
wanted to make it different and unique;
for it to have a different take on Jack in
the Green. I noticed that previous
designs weren't as appealing to younger
people as they could be, and being a
young person myself, I wanted to make
a change to that. I aimed to include
characters that participate in Jack in the
Green, like the Bogies and The Morris
Dancers, and I made them fall victim to
Jack’s over excitement. I am pleased
that so many T-shirts and badges have
been bought by the public.’ 
The Jack in the Green Committee
described Barnaby’s design as ‘fresh,
original and radical’. They stated that ‘The
standard of entries to the competition
was very high, but Barnaby's design made
us laugh and perfectly captures the sense
of fun that is an important part of the
tradition that is Jack in the Green.”
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A team of fourteen Year 10 students
represented the academy at the County
round of the English Schools Track and Field
Cup, which was held at the K2 Complex in
Crawley. 
Each student was allowed to take part in 2
events, and for each event their distances
and times equated to points. These points

would then give a team’s total score. ARK
William Parker athletes competed against
four other schools in the East competition,
where they narrowly missed out on winning
by 5 points. 
There were some excellent performances
by our athletes and all of the students
represented the academy impeccably.

Year 10 athletics team finish second

On Thursday, 15th May a group of Year 8
students took part in a career based
workshop led by representatives from
Southampton University.
The purpose of the event was to motivate
and inspire students to think about their
ambitions and future careers. The workshop
encouraged them to explore the various
opportunities available to help them achieve
their goals, including a wide range of degree
subjects and the routes into higher
education.
The students thoroughly enjoyed the
workshops and felt more confident and
positive; they said the event was very
interesting and had given them a lot to
think about when making plans about their
futures. During the sessions students’
ambitions ranged from; careers in Marine

biology, law and
architecture;
becoming a
footballer;
learning
Japanese to
becoming a
World
Champion in
Tumbling.
Student Dexter Roberts, who had not
considered higher education, said ‘I really
enjoyed talking about university; I have
changed my mind now, as I think I would
like to go”.
The Southampton University
representatives said “We had a great time,
working with Year 8, today. What a brilliant
group of students!”

What’s your ambition?

£3000 Bursary awards

Spelling Bee
At the end of last term, a group of 9
students went along to ARK’s annual
spelling bee at Evelyn Grace Academy
in London. The students, from Years 7,
8 and 9 were selected to represent
the Academy after a demanding and
challenging in-house William Parker
Spelling Bee, of which the selected
students came top. 
It was fantastic to be part of such an
exciting event, where the boys had to
battle their way through some quick-
fire challenges before the nerve
wracking play-offs. Whilst our
neighbours, Helenswood, took home
the trophy, seeing all the students use
their literacy skills so competitively
was wonderful.  One of the
competitors, Joshua Csobonas, had
this to say: “I enjoyed the spelling bee
because it was very tense and
exciting and it helped me to gain
confidence.  It’s good to meet and
compete against the other schools,
because you get to talk to them and
learn from the experience.  Spelling
and literacy is important because it
will help me with my CGSEs and
other tests which will be important
for university.”

English and 
the RNLI
Living on the coast, we all know the
importance of the Royal National
Lifeboat Institution and the incredible
service they provide. What everybody
might not know is this life-saving
service is run solely on charitable
donations! After a term researching
the impressive work carried out by the
lifeboat crews, Year 7 produced some
fantastic examples of extended writing
and media text analysis. However,
7EN4 decided not to stop there, and
used their work in English to organise
and hold their own charity event in
order to raise money to support the
RNLI. The class produced persuasive
speeches to encourage all their peers
to come to a sea-side themed party at
lunch time, have some food and games
and raise money for a good cause!
They must have remembered all their
persuasive devices as the event was a
great success and boys raised over £35
for their local life-boat crews.

Sixth form students from ARK William Parker and
Helenswood academies were recently given the
opportunity to apply for bursaries supported by ARK
Trustees. Students had to demonstrate that they
intended to go to university in September and were
on target to achieve their predicted grades this
summer. After a formal interview process, with the
trustees, we are delighted to announce that 5
students were awarded bursaries, entitling them to
£3000 each during their first year at university. The Marshall Wace Bursary was awarded to
Daniel Jackson and Jessica Graham, and the Driver Youth Trust Bursary was awarded to
Pippa Sampson, Michael Manyarara and Jazmin Pook. Congratulations.



Arctic explorers
Have you ever heard of the sport 
‘Ringo-ing?’ Well no, neither had we; that is,
until the Year 8 English reward trip to
Knockhatch Ski and Snow Centre! The
students who attended were selected based
on consistent and most improved effort in
an exciting and interactive English scheme of
work, in which the students became ‘Arctic
Explorers.’ These Arctic ‘skills’ were then
transferred to an afternoon of fun, whizzing
down a dry ski slope on great big rubber
rings! The students who attended said they
had a wonderful time, as they progressed
from the smaller slope onto the more
dangerous, and somewhat speedier, large

white slope. The staff sprayed water on the
slopes as the boys came hurtling down, but
after numerous screams of ‘Get Me! Get
Me!’ the students were soon soaked
through and giggling. Unfortunately, so were
their teachers! All in all, a fun-filled and
action packed trip for those who had
shown outstanding effort in their lessons! 

A ‘cool’ Prayer Space
Our on-site chapel was made into a
‘Prayer Space’ for a week. The ‘Prayer
Space’ is an environment designed to
provide a context for young people
to engage with different kinds of
prayer and reflection.  The interactive
display was prepared and set up by
Christian Schools Workers Hastings
personnel.
Eddie Rose, schools worker, said, “It’s
been fantastic to see the boys
engaging with the activities in the
space.  They’ve really enjoyed having a
place away from the hustle and bustle
of school to reflect on their own life
and explore prayer. We’ve thoroughly
enjoyed facilitating the project and
seeing the impact it’s had. ”
Boys have commented, “I like it here
- somewhere quiet to go…cool.” and
“Nice place to chill.”
School Chaplain, the Rev Peter
Michell, who organised the project
says, “It is very exciting to see the
number of boys of all ages engaging
with this sort of thing.  We have been
busy with visitors all week.  The
presentation style is attractive to our
students and there is undoubtedly an
interest in spiritual things.”
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A group of 6th form students from ARK
William Parker and Helenswood Academies,
have recently returned from a ten day trip
to Uganda. Through the Quicken Trust
charity the 26 students and staff were
volunteering to support the village of
Kabubbu. Whilst there, they took part in a
Development Project, visited families,
assessing their needs and providing the most
basic of essentials for survival e.g. mosquito
nets, bedding, water butts, agricultural tools
and seeds etc. They also taught classes in
the Primary and Secondary Schools, led
assemblies, and provided desperately needed
teaching resources. Some students gained
valuable experience helping in the village’s
medical centre, working with two doctors
from Hastings who travelled with the group,
Dr Rana Suliman and Dr Naseem Saheecha.
In addition, the group also built a brick kiosk
to enable villagers to sell snacks, developing
enterprise opportunities. They also
contributed to the Graze Agricultural
project, developing farming within the village.
As well as helping and working with the
residents of Kabubbu, the trip gave the
students the opportunity to learn about
global issues first hand. Students developed
skills in cultural awareness, communication,
leadership, and teamwork, whilst building a
close partnership with a local community in
Africa.  Working in Kabubbu is extremely
challenging, physically, mentally and
emotionally. Will Starr, Year 12, stated, ‘I’d
heard that this trip is a once in a lifetime
experience, but after going to Kabubbu for
the first time and seeing the difference that
can be made, it is definitely something that I

would love to do again. I enjoyed every
minute of it and the fantastic group of
students and adults I went with made the trip
complete. Being in Uganda for just 10 days,
really made me appreciate what I have here
in the UK and I hope that I can continue to
support the little village of Kabubbu.’
Teacher Susan Warren said, ‘We are so
grateful to the many local organisations and
individuals who supported us, particularly
to 247247 taxi company who generously
sponsored our transport to and from
Heathrow, and to everyone at ARK William
Parker Academy, Helenswood Academy, the
Lions Club, Hastings Youth Council, Tesco,
Marks and Spencer, and all of the people of
Hastings and St Leonards who donated at
our many fundraising
events. Without them
all, our work in Uganda
would not have been
possible.’ 
More details about the
work of the Quicken
Trust in Kabubbu can be
found on their website
www.quickentrust.com

‘A once in a lifetime experience’ Jiu-Jitsu medallists
Year 10 student Levi Weeks and his
brother Lewis, Year 9, are
celebrating this week after winning
medals in the Jiu-Jitsu British Open
2014. Levi won a bronze and Lewis
won a silver medal at the NEC in
Birmingham. The boys, who have
been training for the last year, said
they had a very good day; were
really happy and excited when they
won, and it makes all the training
worthwhile. 



On Friday 25th April Year 9 students
participated in a Money Twist MyBnk
workshop. The event consisted of three highly
interactive and adaptive sessions building
young people’s knowledge around basic
finance and helping them engage with money:
• My Money: History of money, security

features of notes, currency and exchange
rates.

• My Choices: Budgeting, youth
employment, minimum wage, needs and
wants, risk and saving.

• My Future: Interest, current and savings
accounts, ethical banking, flow of money,

consumer choice and future of money.
An award-winning programme, Money Twist
involves writing, presenting, drawing, maths
and problem- solving. Real life case studies
are used, colourful resources, games and
videos drawn from the relevant age group
and popular culture, enabling students to
explore and form their own opinions
regarding their relationship with money.
Activities cater for a variety of learning
styles, with many extensions and variations.
Feedback from the students was extremely
positive, with requests for similar events to
be held in the near future.

Getting excited about money

www.arkwilliamparkeracademy.org
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Artist of the month.
Samuel Stanley,  Year 8
Samuel produced this excellent piece of work;
a poly print inspired by an African pattern. 
Well done!

A showcase of work from all Art courses including
GCSE Art & Design, Gold Arts Award Photography, 
A Level Art and Graphics.
The event will be open for public viewing in the main
school hall, at ARK William Parker Academy, from 
17th - 19th June between 9am to 3pm. 
Everyone is welcome to the prize giving evening which
will take place on Thursday 19th June from 6 - 8pm.

An invitation...
Art Exhibition 2014

Give your views
on Parent View
Parent View gives you the chance to
say what you think about your child’s
school. By sharing your views, you’ll
be helping your child’s school to
improve. You will also be able to see
what other parents have said about
your child's school.  Visit
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk

TV taster day
Plus Programme students in Year 9
and Year 10 took part in a TV taster
day session at the University of
Brighton, Hastings campus.
During the taster sessions, students
had the opportunity to work with Jo
MacDonnell, an industry professional,
where they were able to create their
own version of a TV programme.
This was a very hands-on activity, from
writing and editing the script, to using
professional cameras and sound kit to
make a debate and discussion show. 
As part of the session students were
given careers information and advice
on subject degree courses.
The students said “It was a great day!”
It gave them an insight into careers
that they had not thought about and
showed them how working as part of
a team, and being patient, is extremely
important behind the scenes, for the
production of the programme to be
successful.
The students were able to
demonstrate the skills and qualities
that allowed them to receive great
comments from the team of
professionals with whom they were
working.

Year 7 team win athletics
event with Helenwood
Year 7 students represented ARK
William Parker at an athletics event
where they joined forces with
Helenswood Academy to create one
team. The team, which was made up of
six students from each academy,
competed in various athletics events
such as the 100m and long jump. There
were some excellent performances and
the team won the event by 1 point.
They will now represent Hastings at
the Sussex Schools Games in July.
Participating ARK William Parker
athletes were Dylan Bolton, Noah
Adams, Toby Salmon, Kian Moynes,
Jaden Gerrish and Tom Dearle. 
Well done!


