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Welcome
Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome to our end of term newsletter.
Although a very short term our students
certainly have covered a lot of ground in terms of achievements
and their experiences both in and out of the classroom. 
You will see from the articles included that we have welcomed a
number of visitors to help us educate our students in fire and
safety, personal financial management and career success. We
have been out of school visiting Oxford University with our
potential law students and working with children in local primary
schools. We were delighted to welcome members of Christ Church
Primary school who came and spent the day with with us in Art,
Drama and Music looking at ‘New Hope’ and ‘New Horizons’, part
of our Holy week. This marked the first of our church schools
projects led by Mrs Iglinski. It is always so nice to have visitors to
the academy and we look forward to planning our next piece of
work together.
We were excited to host the launch of the driverless car which took
place at Ark William Parker Academy as part of Amber Rudd’s
transport summit. Students experienced the technology first hand
and were able to learn about the plans to develop this project over
the coming years.
Our epic Year 7 football team once again remain unbeaten and are
now through to the Sussex Schools County Cup Final which takes
place after Easter, led by a very pleased Mr Elford. The all-new Year
11 Basketball team won their first match against Rye College,
making us all very proud - particularly Mr Keigher who has started
and coached the team. What fantastic achievements!
As you may already know we were inspected by Ofsted earlier this
month. This was a monitoring visit to look at how we are
progressing since the full inspection last July. I am delighted to be
able to tell you that we were judged as an improving academy and
that the inspector saw the impact of the hard work of our staff and
students. The findings of the report are summarised in a letter
from the inspector which is available on the academy website for
you to read at your leisure. We were very pleased with the findings
and staff are in the process of responding to the advice to make
sure we continue our journey to an outstanding academy.
Our sixth form provision has seen real development this term with
our focus here being on ensuring that advice and guidance after
each assessment continually focuses on leading to rapid

development in knowledge and skills. We have welcomed a
number of guest speakers and are extremely keen to offer students
a wide range of experiences from this important way of providing
broad learning opportunities beyond the formal curriculum. If you
or anyone you know would be prepared to come and deliver
presentations as part of our guest speaker programme we would
love to hear from you. We are particularly looking for people to
come and help us learn more about different areas of society,
careers and action groups as well as entrepreneurs and those with
a talent or interest in the arts. Please get in touch with Mr
Hamilton our Director of Sixth Form.
You will have heard of the recent, saddening events in Belgium. We
are due to run a trip to Ypres just after half term and are currently
taking advice from the authorities about this. We do not want to give
in to terrorism but obviously will never take a decision that
jeopardises the safety and security of our students. We will be in
touch with students and families just after the break with an update.
You will be aware that this has been my final term at Ark William
Parker Academy. I joined William Parker as the interim
Headteacher in March 2013, initially on a three month secondment
to work with the school before it joined the Ark network. That was
three years ago! I have been privileged to work in leading the
academy during this time and in doing so have spent my time with
fantastically committed staff and students. We have already
achieved a lot together in improving outcomes for our students
and I have enjoyed my time here, immensely. Miss Kelly will take
over as acting Principal in April and will continue to lead the
academy, with the wider leadership team, to further success. I wish
her, all of my colleagues and of course all our students the very
best and take this chance to thank you for your support during my
time here. I am moving on to a Headship in a Kent school which is
much closer to my home in Surrey and will miss Hastings and the
academy community very much indeed as I say goodbye.
The summer term will start on Tuesday 12 April at the usual time.
Please note that Monday 11 April is an INSET day.
On behalf of everyone here have a peaceful and enjoyable easter
break.
Daniel Hatley,
Principal
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Fire and Safety Event
Michael Warner, Fire and Safety
Office for East Sussex education
officer, visited Year 8 students as
part of their PSHE provision. He
gave a talk which focused on
safety and the issues around using
mobile phones etc; what are hoax
calls and why these are an issue.
Students are often not aware of
the many minor things that are risky behaviours with regard to their personal
safety. They were given a first hand account of consequences arising as the
result of poor choice and how it could endanger their lives or lives of others.
The students found the event thought-provoking and stated, “We saw some
shocking videos about the risk of wearing headphones when crossing the road.”
The talk will be attended by all students in Year 8 during the Spring and Summer
term.

Thatcherism
and Blair
This term, as part of our
Year 13 British History
course we were treated
with a trip to the London
Irish Centre. During the
trip we were privileged to listen to respected
historians such as Dominic Sandbrook on talks
ranging from 1950’s British society to Thatcherism
and Blair. As well as being interesting, the day was
able to give us a really useful insight into our
course, one which will benefit our synoptic links
and improve upon our current knowledge.
Hopefully this will help us all achieve excellent A
Level results. Thanks to Miss Reid on behalf of all
the students. Rhys, Year 13
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Congratulations to our Year 7 Football team
who have won through to the Sussex
Schools County Cup Final and will now play
Durrington in the final after the Easter
holidays at the Sussex Head FA Quarters in
Lancing.
The team travelled to Warden Park with
hope of reaching their first County Final
since 2011.
Excellent build-up play down the right flank
between Jamal Lubanga and Jamal Palmer
set Joe Skinner on the edge of the box;
from here, he found the corner of the goal
to put the Ark William Parker team one up
after 5 minutes. Parker were dominant,
attempting to play superb football
throughout and goals from the impressive
Lubanga and influential Benn Ward put
Parker 3-0 up at half time.
Lubanga added a fourth goal before
Warden Park finally came into the contest

with a goal of their own. Ollie Hull came off
the bench to score with a clinical finish
from close range before Palmer scored a
deserved goal to make it 6-1. Warden Park
scored a late consolation, but Parker can be
pleased with their efforts so far and look
forward to the final against Worthing based
school, Durrington.
En route to the final, our team have also
beaten Hove Park, The Regis School,
Blatchington Mill and Dorothy Stringer.
Coach Jimmy Elford said, "The students
have shown great commitment and team
spirit; they have worked tirelessly together
to achieve an incredible result. We wish
them well and hope the team will continue
to reach their full potential."
Squad: Cody Craddock, Spencer Winters,
Jamal Palmer, Freddie Legg, Jamal Lubanga,
Benn Ward, Joe Skinner, Nathan Corke,
Alfie Peacock, Luke Warren, Ollie Hull. 

Unbeaten Year 7 team reach
finals of County Cup

The Year 11 Basketball team played
Rye College on Monday the 14th
March at home. Our team won the
game with an end score of 56 to 24.
All the team played particularly
well, with Tyler Smith scoring the
most points.
Coach Kelvin Keigher said, “The
team has put a lot of time and
effort into training since Christmas
and it has paid off. Well done!” 

Basketball win

My Brother
I told Humpty no
but he wouldn’t listen.
Mum and Dad too
but no.

His life was up there.
He would stay up there
all day,
and night.
He would only come home
when he was hungry,
or to grab a blanket.

Everyday we would walk home
from school,
and he would scuttle off up there
with his lunch that he’d saved.
He would tell me to go home
since he was staying
till the next day.
For all I knew
he may have been paying rent.

Days passed and
still no sign of my little brother,
who loved to climb.

We went to his wall
to pay him a visit,
but all we saw
was some yoke and shell.
But not from the egg he had
that morning.

Morgan Bames, Year 9

Invigilation 
recruitment 
• Good rates of pay
• Flexible hours
• November through to June
• Part of a team
• Start as support rise to Lead
For further information please
contact Zena Gaunt -
z.gaunt@arkwilliamparker.org
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After months of hard work by
sixteen outstanding students we are
down to the final two - Jay, Year 8
and Jack, Year 7. Their challenge
was to set up an art gallery, to invite
guests and then to sell them the art
work. 
Both candidates and their helpers
worked hard to turn a classroom
into a pop up Art Gallery. It looked
fantastic!
Jay and Jack put in a lot of effort to
encourage people to come to the
gallery and the room was packed
with art aficionados. Some nibbles
and the obligatory glass of wine
helped people loosen their wallets.
The event was a roaring success
with both candidates making a
profit at the end of the afternoon.
But only 1 can win and the accolade
of “Apprentice winner 2016” was
Jay Pepper - Year 8.
Well done Jay.

The Apprentice
Final

Construction
BTEC Level 2 Award in Construction,
unit 14 - exploring painting and
decorating skills.
Although this is, predominantly, a
practical subject there is a
requirement for the students to
produce a written portfolio of work.
Observation records and witness
statements, accompanied by a
substantial amount of photographic
evidence, completes the
coursework.
For the third year running the
students have achieved a 100% pass
rate, well done to them all.  

To support out PSHE programme students
from Year 7 received a visit from a charity
organisation called City Pay It Forward and
was intended to develop future Life Skills.
The presentation and workshop was based
around financial planning, where students
were introduced to the concepts around
saving, borrowing and the costs of living as
an adult.
Students were eager to hear about the
differences in credit and debit accounts,
the general cost of living and issues around
saving for their futures. The aim was to give
the students an insight to the costs
involved after school but also to raise

aspirations in terms of possible career
choices to allow them to have the lifestyles
they hoped for. Students left the session all
discussing the many ways they could save
and especially around the concept of long
term savings plans.

It’s never to soon to learn about finance

Kurt J Lesker - career
success in Hastings
Ark 6th Form played host to Adam
Thorpe from the local, yet also
international company, Kurt J Lesker.
Adam talked the students through his
time at Ark William Parker (then
known as Hastings Grammar School)
and the route he took to gain the
successful position he holds today.
Adam was keen to point out to the
students that there are opportunities
within Hastings and that career
success does not always require a
migration to London.
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A group of students from Ark Helenswood,
Ark William Parker, Ark Little Ridge and Ark
Blacklands were treated to an exclusive
viewing of a revolutionary driverless car.
The car was unveiled at Amber Rudd’s
Transport summit for the first time showing
off the next generation of surface
transporter vehicles that will be totally
controlled electronically - a leading
technology to speed travel, reduce carbon
emissions and eliminate accidents on the
road.
The car was then taken to Ark William
Parker school grounds where the children
had an opportunity to sit inside the car and
hear from Professor Nick Reed, Academy
Director from the Transport Research
Laboratory, about their research work
behind the future of road transport.
Professor Nick Reed said “What we’re doing
is creating safer, cleaner transport that is
more accessible, cheaper and improves
mobility for everyone.”
This first vehicle - a prototype - is proving
the control systems and is being aimed at
travelling air crew and personnel as well as

passengers around major airports, such as
Gatwick. These trials are to test to the limit
of safety - so that a driver will no longer be
required - so reducing the risks of any form
of accidental damage. Once proved on this
research vehicle the control system can be
applied to all surface transport - cars,
lorries and even buses.

A glimpse in to the future of 
driverless cars

Artistic endeavours
are for ever captured
on the pier!
Ark 6th Form students were invited
by the Hastings Pier Charity to have
their feet mapped onto the pier in
the outline of a waltz. Accompanied
by dance teacher Elaine Vanner,
students Charly Guyatt and Phoebe
Hunter danced the waltz on the soon
to be re-opened pier, so that visitors
will be able to trace the girls’
footprints and dance a waltz
themselves.

Charly and Phoebe, A Level dance
students said:

“We went to the Pier to perform the
waltz for a forthcoming project. It
was a privilege to have been asked to
take part in this valuable experience
and to be on the Pier before the
official opening! All the staff we
spoke to were lovely and all made us
feel so welcome. We are very happy
the Pier is being re-built as it is an
important part of our town’s history
and is in many of our childhood
memories.”

Hastings Pier Charity said “We would
like to thank Elaine Vanner and Ark
6th Form A Level dance students who
helped us this week by dancing the
waltz on the Pier. Our Learning and
Education team will be using their
work to support the heritage
interpretation of the Pier ballroom
which has been funded by the
Heritage Lottery Fund.”

Year 7 and 8 students have been producing bunting for the new pier opening this easter.
We have been really impressed by the work which will be displayed around the site.

Creative bunting for the pier opening



Football - Year 7-8
1st place Saunders 20 points
2nd place Saxon 15 points
3rd place Parker 10 points
4th place Becket 5 points

Spelling Bee
1st place Saxon 20 points
2nd place Becket 15 points
3rd place Parker 10 points
4th place Saunders 5 points

Gymnastics
1st place Saxon 20 points
2nd place Parker 15 points
3rd place Saunders 10 points
4th place Becket 5 points

House
Results

Overall House Summary

2nd place Parker 145 points
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...No, just Mr Sully, Mrs Matthews and Miss
McCall with a crowd of baying Year 7s and
8s, running indoor 6 a side house football.
Never mind the overall result, that was
never in doubt, there were three stand out
moments of the latest in a long line of
house events:
Billy Gladstone-Rowse, sweet left foot
strike, from some thirty yards, which nearly
took the roof out of the net.
Mrs Matthews, fully engrossed in videoing
the action, almost losing her head, quite
literally, when a full on shot ruffled her

hair, missing her face by millimetres.
Finally, Cody Craddock, who is the year 7
team goalie, outstanding, man of the
tournament. 
Oh, and the result?
1st Saunders, 2nd Saxon, 3rd Parker and
4th Becket.

Ooh, ah, 
Cantona!...

1st place Saunders 155 points

2nd place Parker 145 points

3rd place Saxon 140 points

4th place Becket 95 points

This time round Mrs Matthews
has chosen Year 9 student Morgan
Bames. This is for the extra time
and effort he put into practising at
home, the work we have been
doing based on ‘perspective’. In
Morgan’s drawing you can see
that he has drawn out a city
scene, looking to the sky. He has
correctly drawn each building’s
perspective towards a point in the
centre which represents the
‘vanishing point’. Morgan always
ensures he tries his best and pays
close attention to detail. This
means that great progress has
been evident in his art work. 
Well done Morgan!

Artist of the
Month - 
Morgan Bames
Year 9 
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AA
Year 12 and 13 were invited to
participate in a health awareness
event on alcohol and drugs. The
session was coordinated by schools
talks AA.
Students watched a film about
young people and alcohol and its
effects. It demonstrated how a
young person can easily find
themselves influenced to drink
excessively, and find themselves in
risky situations.
During the session there were
personal reflections of alcohol abuse
from three recovering alcoholics.
Each of these personal stories were
honest accounts of the effects of
alcohol on their individuals and
families.
A question and answer session
followed:
"Why do you come to speak to
schools about your personal stories,
how does it help your healing?"
“If we get one person who in a time
of need seeks help we have achieved
something.” 
“The first time I was at a drying out
clinic was 27 years ago and I had
never heard about AA. We are
making people aware it's part of the
education programme. At your age
it is so important you are educated
about alcoholism and other drugs.”
"What is it like at your meetings?" 
“AA is not a sad place, there's
laughter and crying; it is a place to
speak from the heart; to seek
support and help.”
"How much did you drink?" 
“Two litres of whisky a day.” - this
shocked and surprised both
students and staff.
To be an alcoholic it is not how little
or how much you drink - it is
whether you think you cannot put a
drink down or feel you need to
finish it.

Four of our potential lawyers (Maisie Lewis, Hayley Tyler,
Isobel Veck and Hediya Samedi) recently were lucky enough
to attend Oxford University’s Law Faculty Open day,
together with myself. 
We travelled to London where we met Isobel at Paddington
Station as she had been successful in her bid to have a day
at the top law firm: Allen and Overy. 
The first hurdle of finding Isobel overcome, we set off for
Oxford. As the journey was going to be quite long, the
university had arranged for us to stay the night at Hertford
College: we were getting the full experience!
After having breakfast in what felt like a setting from
Hogwarts, we set off to the Law Faculty where I spent the
day learning more about the best ways to maximise our
students’ chances of being offered a place and the girls were
distributed amongst various colleges for lectures and lunch.
The experience was exhilarating but exhausting, so much so
that none of the girls, nor myself, could even face a quick
retail therapy session as we walked to the station! 

Karen Hacon, Head of Year 12

Oxford Trip

Potential future lawyers
outside the old Bodleian

Library, Oxford.

On the 10th February, Ms Parsons and Mr
Doherty visited St Michael’s school to
deliver a science lesson to their Year 4
students on the subject of changing
materials. We looked at making accurate
observations of observed changes in a
number of experiments, using correct
scientific vocabulary, the students made
bouncy balls from PVA glue and of course
we set fire to things and made some
explosions.
Year 4 teacher, Mrs Pepler said, “The team
from Ark William Parker led a fantastic
session for my Year 4 class on changing
materials. The pupils loved the afternoon
and learned a great deal. The equipment,
teaching and learning were all very well
planned and led. I felt there was a good
balance of teaching, questioning,
exploration and interactivity with plenty for

the children to do. We can’t wait for them
to return.”
We looked at using visual analogies to
improve conceptualisation of changes when
materials undergo chemical change and
every student participated in demonstrating
how these changes occur. We would like to
visit more of our local Primary schools in
the future to give their students a taste of
experimental science. 

Our Science department visit 
St Michael’s School in Playden



Give your views on Parent View
Parent View gives you the chance to say what you think about
your son’s school. By sharing your views, you’ll be helping us to

improve. You will also be able to see what other parents have said about Ark
William Parker Academy. Visit https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk

www.arkwilliamparker.org
Ark William Parker Academy . Parkstone Road . Hastings . East Sussex . TN34 2NT . Tel. 01424 439888 . Fax. 01424 448292
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Holy Week Creativity
On the 22nd March Ark William Parker held its first
church schools linking project.

Forty four students from Christ Church, Church of
England Primary school participated in Art, Drama
and Music workshops on the theme of New Hope and
New Horizons to coincide with Holy Week.

The students were asked produce pieces of work and
consider key quotes around the events of the
crucifixion and resurrection. The students in Year 4
and 5 had a very productive day and hopefully it is
the beginning of many events that they will
participate in at Ark William Parker. 

There are plans for the other Church of England
primaries to also participate in such events.


