
Earlier this month we held a very successful
open evening for prospective students and
parents. After a welcome address by the
principal, visitors were taken on tours by
academy students. They were invited to take
part in a range of exciting activities, which
included making badges in DT, ‘Guess the
famous person’ in History, Lego robots in
IT and badminton in PE.  A fitness challenge
took place in the weights room and the
drama department offered the opportunity
to dress up and take part in a mini play.
Children were drawn to the bangs and
explosions emanating from the Science

department where lots of experiments were
taking place. The children were a little
apprehensive, at first, when they saw a
teacher with hands on fire; however, within
seconds, they too were eagerly queuing up to
set light to the methane bubbles in his hands
- in a safe, controlled environment of course!
Chilling screams were heard from the
English department, as scenes from Doctor
Jekyll and Mr Hyde were acted out. Visitors
had to look for clues around the ‘dead
body’; gather evidence; watch other scenes
from Mice and Men, and Romeo and Juliet;
then finally guess ‘whodunnit’. Luke Monks

appeared to enjoy the acting even though
he said ‘it was a bit intense’.
Children took part in the music
extravaganza, eagerly playing all manner of
noisy instruments and having fun thrashing
the drum kit.
Harrison Brown, who tried screen printing
in art, said “I love art and I’ve never done
this before; it’s a new technique; the best
one ever!”
There was plenty of food on offer, from fine
continental cuisine in the language
department, to smoothie-making in food
technology.

Welcoming the community at Open Evening

Dear Parent / Carer
Welcome to our end of term newsletter.
As you will see, it has been a busy few
weeks and has, once again, seen our
students achieving great things.
Our school teams have performed well
on the sports field; students from all year
groups, including the 6th Form, have been
highly successful.

Our days with ‘Humanutopia’ have been an amazing experience; it
has been especially rewarding to see our older students training to
become ‘Heroes’ and learning to act as mentors to younger boys.
It has also been pleasing to see the increase in the number of
opportunities that our students are being given to take their
learning outside of the academy.
I was delighted that so many of you were able to attend our
Curriculum Information Evenings; they were the first of a run of
events that are aimed at giving you as parents and carers increased
opportunities to become more actively involved in your son’s
education. 
I am very concerned by the number of boys coming to school in wet
weather without a coat. Because of the layout of the site, boys have
to walk between the buildings several times a day and are frequently
arriving at lessons cold and wet. Please encourage your son to bring 

a coat. The uniform supplier sells a very affordable light waterproof
coat that boys can keep in their school bag for when it is wet.
Can I draw the attention of all Year 11 parents to our 6th Form
Open Evening that is on 13th November. It is a signal that the time
has come for all boys in the year group to start making decisions
about the next stage of their education. I hope that many will want
to continue into our 6th Form, but recognise that for some we will
not have the right courses on offer and so they should, by now, be
looking at the college offer. Please remember that Ms Byas, our
careers advisor,  is available to the boys every day, and is also
available to parents if you would like to discuss your son’s future
plans with her.
We now have a very well equipped new Music Department, and 
I would like to see as many of our students as possible taking
advantage of the new facilities which include an Apple Mac suite 
and recording studio. If your son would like to take up an
instrument, or join a music club, please encourage him to speak 
to either Mr Healey or Mr Willows.
Please remember that the academy homework timetable is on the
website; if you have any questions about homework, please contact
Mrs Morris, Assistant Principal.
With best wishes
Mark Phillips, Principal
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ARK William Parker Academynewsletter
OCTOBER 2014 : ISSUE 6

Aspire . Achieve . Succeed



Aspire . Achieve . Succeed

Year 7 students were engaged by a
performance at ARK William Parker
Academy about being 'streetwise'
pedestrians. The aim of the theatre
production, called ‘Streetwise’, was to help
students remain safe when using roads as
pedestrians. With an entertaining mixture of
lively theatre, mask work, audience
participation and statistics about road
accidents, the students were reminded of
the dangers of using mobile phones and
listening to music whilst near busy roads. 
The rationale behind this event was to
highlight the risks of injury and death to
young people whilst out and about, with

local government statistics indicating the
age range of students most at risk from
being involved in an accident is between the
ages of 12 and 15 years of age. 
Jay-Dee Goodsell said, “It was really funny
and interesting. I usually look before
crossing the road but now I will listen as
well.”
Robbie Holmes said, “I’ve done a lot of road
safety before, but this was a lot better, with
really good actors and a road safety stage.”

Road safety is fun
with Streetwise

Ten Year 12 students from ARK William
Parker Academy have recently received
some well deserved recognition; they were
each presented with £100 worth of tokens
for their outstanding achievements. Some
were honoured for their excellent personal
GCSE results, others for their community
work and others still for their ability to

succeed, regardless of the obstacles that
they had to overcome in order to do so. 
The students received their awards from
Absolute Return for Kids, a charitable
organisation that is the sponsor of ARK
William Parker Academy, which aims to
support students and enhance their life
chances.
Ethan Barnes said, “I’m happy that everyone
got recognition for their hard work.”
Callum Thorpe said, “I worked really hard to
make my grades, so I could get into 6th
Form, and I’m really grateful that I was
noticed for all the work that I’ve put in. This
is a great contribution; I will spend it wisely
and make it last.”
Harry Stevens said, “I’m so happy and
overwhelmed that I’ve been recognised for
my hard work in Year 11.”

£1000 of awards for our students

House Football 
Overall results
1st place Parker 350 points
2nd place Saxon 325 points
2nd place Saunders 325 points
4th place Becket 250 points

House Cycling
Overall results
1st Place Saxon 20 points 
2nd Place Saunders 15 points 
3rd Place Becket 10 points
4th Place Parker 5 points

House
Information

Overall House Summary
1st place Saunders 400 points

2nd place Parker 395 points

3rd place Saxon 385 points

4th place Becket 320 points



Reform Restore Respect
Students participated in a workshop
delivered by Reform Restore Respect, a
charity whose aim is to reduce the
number of students engaging in
behaviours that can lead to imprisonment.
After serving 8 years 6 months and 5
days of a 15 year sentence, Francis Ossei
set up the charity to inform young people
about his own life experiences in prison.
He has demonstrated a commitment to
be ‘part of the solution’ for safer
communities and joined hands with
school teachers, social workers, youth
offending teams, police officers, youth
workers, prison officers and other
organisations in the third sector. The
charity aims to equip young people with
the tools that will enable them to make
empowering choices, deterring them from
anti-social behaviour, peer pressure, gangs,
low self-esteem and criminal activities.
The workshop encouraged students to
set realistic and reachable goals, using
examples and testimonies of reformed
low risk ex-offenders and ex-gang
members who have turned their lives
around. Francis spoke openly to the
students about his life, how he got
involved with gangs and his time in prison;
he also showed them prisoner’s clothing.
He talked to the boys about the potential
and power of their own attitudes and
actions, and how to avoid behaviours that
could lead to crime.
PC John Brooker, from Kent Police, who
is a trustee of the charity attended the
workshop as an observer. He explained
to Year 9 how he first met Francis, when
he was a young man involved in crime,
and how he has now changed.
The students showed great interest and
inundated Francis with lots of questions
after the session.
Responses from the students included, 
“I really enjoyed it and now I know what
choices to make and the consequences.”
“I think the workshop was very helpful
and this can help me in the future.”
“I don’t ever want to get a criminal
record as I want to get a good job.” and
“I thought the workshop was very helpful
and I would never do a crime.”
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Humanutopia - a social enterprise company
that creates and runs inspirational, life
changing courses - are currently working
with boys from all year groups at ARK
William Parker Academy on a programme
to develop personal awareness, decision
making and to challenge peer pressure and
inappropriate behaviour. It is a great
opportunity for our students to be positive
role models for other students and develop
life, leadership and employability skills. 
Some of the students have become ‘heroes’,
and have undergone a ‘heroes’ training
session, called The H Factor. The H Factor is

designed to ensure that the students who
are selected to work with younger students
are positive role models. 
Once the ‘heroes’ have completed their
training, they are then asked to join teams
who will work with younger groups of
students over the following weeks.
The enthusiasm of the Humanutopia team
that deliver the programme ensures that all
the students, whether they become ‘heroes’
or not, have an invaluable experience; many
become inspired to make a change as to
how their behaviour impacts upon their
future.

‘Heroes’ take part in the H Factor

On the Friday, 10th October, we took a trip
to Belgium to visit the war memorials of
Ypres. We left at 5:45 a.m. and collected our
guides at 7:15 a.m. 
We boarded the Shuttle and departed at
8:20 a.m. and arrived in France at 10:30 a.m.,
local time.  We then travelled by coach and
got into Ypres at 11:45 a.m. From Ypres, we
went to Lijssenthoek and went over what
started the war and some of the battles
that occurred in the area. We also learned
about everybody’s jobs in the war, especially
which ones were done by males or females. 
After that, we drove to Langemarck; a
German Military Cemetery. The German
Cemeteries were different from the English
ones; they had trees shrouding the graves in
darkness, and the tombstones themselves
were made of a darker stone. While we
were here, our guide talked a bit about
WW2 and showed us where Hitler himself
walked to see the graves. 
Shortly after, we went to “Hill 60” where
the Germans and British fought for most of
the war and used many new tactics such as
gas and blowing up mines under each
other’s trenches. 
Our next stop was Passchendaele Museum.
When we were there we got to see how all
of the soldiers were dressed and details
about their weapons. The museum had a re-
modelled WW1 trench and it was
interesting to see how the soldiers could’ve
survived for so long in the trenches. I got to
dress up in a WW1 uniform; it was heavy
and extremely itchy after a few minutes. 
We had a chance to see all of the dead’s
tombstones from various battles in and
around Ypres. It was shocking to see how

many people had died from just one area in
WW1. Then, the moment many of us had
been waiting for, was our visit to the
chocolate shop in Ypres.
The chocolate was delicious and after
purchasing some, we all had free time to
explore Ypres for ourselves and get some
dinner. Finally, we went to watch the Last
Post ceremony. I got to take part in it and
placed the wreath of poppies on behalf of
ARK William Parker Academy. There were
over 2,000 people watching even though
this event occurs every day of the year. 
After it ended, we all got back on the coach
and headed back to England. We arrived at
the school at about midnight, having had a
very enjoyable and fascinating trip. 

by Liam Papuha, Year 9

A fascinating trip



Artist of the month. 
Ben Morley,  Year 9
Ben Morley produced this piece of homework,
when his class was asked to create a comic strip
of the ‘Battle of 1066’. Inspired by the Bayeaux
tapestry, Ben’s comic strip clearly illustrates the
story in a more contemporary and exciting way.  
Well done Ben! The class will now design and
make their own helmet.

Eighteen Dutch students and 2 teachers
from Scholengemeenschap Reigersbos
(SGR) in Holland visited ARK William
Parker Academy, to explore educational
differences.
On arrival, the students and staff were
welcomed by Associate Principal Caroline
Longhurst. They were then taken on a tour
by Year 11 ARK William Parker ‘Heroes’ and
observed lessons in science, BTEC PE and
the Anti-crime workshop. The Dutch
students also experienced lunch in the
academy dining area. At the end of the day
students from SGR and ARK William Parker
met to discuss the similarities and
differences with regards to learning in their
respective schools.
Issac van Groenestein said “I love the

House system with the competitions; it
encourages working together as a
community with all ages. I like your
uniforms too; we don’t wear uniforms at
our school.” He went on to say “It has been
fun. The school is nice and full of activity.
We have felt very welcome and would love
to come back.”
Other students commented, “The school is
very different to ours; there are not many
girls and there is more green space and
fields for sport.”
“The facilities at ARK William Parker are
better than ours.”
An ARK William Parker student said, “It was
interesting to find out that some of their
lessons such as Geography and History are
taught in English.”

Dutch students like our uniforms
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Give your 
views on Parent View
Parent View gives you the chance to say what
you think about your child’s school. By sharing
your views, you’ll be helping your child’s school
to improve. You will also be able to see what
other parents have said about your child's
school.  Visit https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk

Enterprise day
Year 6 students from both ARK Little
Ridge and ARK Blacklands Primary
Academies attended an Enterprise Day at
ARK William Parker Academy last week. It
was run jointly by ARK 6th formers as
part of their Business Studies A level.
Their role was to assist with the general
planning and running of the event as part
of their assessment. The Year 6 students
started the day designing a Halloween
themed product, which they then made,
using a variety of materials and processes.
Later in the day they created and videoed
their own short TV adverts promoting
their products. The students got to grips
with all the relevant processes that
businesses go through to generate
income. After a fun day, which seemed to
involve a lot of glue and glitter, the
students presented their ads to a judging
panel. The standard of ads was quite high,
but winning groups were chosen and
prizes awarded. Overall, it was a great day
that really brought out the best in the
Year 6 students. 
Mrs Lorraine Apps, Event Co-ordinator
said, “It was a great day; everybody really
enjoyed the event and it is obvious that
we have some budding young
entrepreneurs in both of the primary
schools. We hope this will become an
annual event. “
Sixth form student, Jodie Nash said, 
“It was hard work, but great fun working
with the Year 6 students. Having been
involved in all aspects of running this
event has really inspired me to pursue a
career in event management at university.”

Wed 5th Nov Start of Term
Year 11 Parent Evening 

Tue 11th Nov Remembrance Service
Wed 12th Nov Year 7- Meet the form

tutors 
Thu 13th Nov Early closure 1.10pm

ARK 6th Form Open
Evening

Wed 19th Nov Year 9 Parent Evening
Wed 26th Nov Year 13 Parent Evening
Wed 10th Dec Year 11 Awards Evening
Tue 16th Dec Carol Service
Fri 19th Dec End of Term

dates foryour diary


