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Dear Parent / Carer
Welcome to our end of term newsletter,
which gives you a flavour of the wide
variety of activities that students have
been involved in, both in and out of the
classroom.  Although a relatively short half
term, it has certainly been a busy one.
Our students have continued to work
hard on their progress, especially in the

recent examinations and assessments that have taken place across
all key stages. Teachers have been feeding results back to students
as well as important actions that must be addressed to shape their
progress next term.
Year 11 students are now firmly focused on the forthcoming
examinations, attending a full range of additional support sessions
that are running each day after lessons finish, as well as at
lunchtimes, with many also attending breakfast clubs before the
academy day starts. Students have also been invited to a range of
targeted revision sessions in our Easter Revision School, which will
be taking place throughout the holiday.  A timetable is available on
our website and I would like to thank Mr Leadbitter and all of the
staff who will make this important opportunity available.
Thank you to all the families who were able to join us for the
important sixth form interviews that we have held this half term
for Year 11 students applying to stay at the academy for the next

phase of their education. We are delighted with the number of
students choosing ARK 6th Form as their first choice. If you would
like to discuss applications for September please contact Mr Ives,
Deputy Principal.
We were delighted to welcome so many guests from St Peter and
St Pauls church lunch club, to a Valentines Tea Party organised by a
group of Year 10 and 11 students studying for their CoPE
qualification. We were also lucky to be able to welcome a number
of visitors from local businesses who spent the afternoon working
with students in a careers fayre. This was the first fayre of its kind
and students were extremely grateful for the opportunity it
provided to learn of the opportunities that are available to them in
developing their career aspirations. 
Our end of term celebration assemblies were an excellent way to
round off the term.  A large number of students were awarded
Community and ‘BRIDGE’ awards, as well as prizes for outstanding
attendance - testament to the hard work and dedication that
results in the fantastic achievements that our students are making
in both their academic and personal development.
We are all very much looking forward to welcoming students back
to the academy at the start of next term and I take this opportunity
to wish you and your families an enjoyable Easter break.
Yours sincerely, 
Daniel Hatley,  Acting Principal

Welcome

Local parishioners, from St Peter & 
St Pauls, Parkstone Road, enjoyed a
wonderful tea party given by students
at the Academy. The guests were all
members of the Lunch Club that
meets, monthly, at the church.
The party, which had a Valentines
theme, was organised by Year 10 and
11 students from the Certificate of
Personal Effectiveness (CoPE) group.
It was an opportunity for the Church
of England school to offer something
to the wider community.  One of the
students had accompanied the School
Chaplain, the Rev'd Peter Michell, to
the lunch club at the end of January
to invite everyone to attend the party.
The boys had 3 weeks to organise
the event; they had to cost and plan
the menu; produce the catered
products; lay tables and decorate the
room. On the eve of the tea party
they cooked for 3 1/2 hours, until
6.00 p.m., baking and preparing over
75 cupcakes, 5 Victoria sponges, 35
cheese scones and innumerable
sandwiches.
On the day, the students played host
to 26 guests; they were kept

extremely busy as they took orders,
made tea, served and cleared tables.
They did everything necessary to
ensure that the afternoon was a great
success. They even familiarised
themselves with music that would
interest their guests and compiled a
quiz for their entertainment.
The boys are extremely grateful to
Ms Lombard for her support.
Ruth Reed, co-ordinator of the Lunch
Club said, "We have enjoyed the tea,
the company and the attention of
such delightful young men."
One guest said, "We were delighted
to get the invitation to tea.  It was
absolutely fabulous.  The food was
lovely.  Well done. Excellent service."
Another commented, "This has been
very enjoyable - all the boys were
really very nice and talkative."
It was clear that
the guests loved
the ARK William
Parker students
and were keen to
return for more of
the same in the
future!

‘Delightful’ students give
parishioners a lovely afternoon
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Year 8 students were involved in a local
Indoor Cricket Tournament at Horntye
Sports Park on the 24th February. Sussex
Community Coach, Hamish Russell, has
been training the boys over the last term,
during Wednesday lunchtimes, and the
evidence was clear to see! The eight teams
in attendance were split into two groups of
four.  ARK William Parker Academy ‘A’ Team
performed well in a group full of Gildredge
House, Hastings Academy ‘A’ Team and
Hailsham Community College ‘B’ Team
students, scoring many runs and claiming
many wickets.  ARK William Parker
Academy ‘B’ Team were pitched against

Hastings Academy ‘B’ team, Hailsham
Community College ‘A’ Team and Rye
College; they also performed very well.
The final group standings meant that on
runs scored ARK William Parker ‘A’ Team
made it through to the 3rd/4th place play-
off, where their bowling, fielding and batting
was too strong for Rye College, winning
comfortably. Final standings - AWP ‘A’ Team
3rd place - AWP  ‘B’ Team 6th place.
The boys represented the school well and
should be proud of their performances. A
very promising day of cricket! Keep the
hard work going boys!

A very promising day of cricket!

Students from Years 7 to 9, who created
their own comics and superhero characters
for a World Book Day competition, have
been presented with their prizes.
As part of ARK William Parker’s celebrations
for World Book Day, students from across
key stage 3 were invited to collaborate with
their friends, by drawing and writing their
own comics with the chance of winning a
substantial prize for the most creative and
original. The winning entries included
depictions of Herocriptip characters and
Hotdog and the Ketchup Kid.
Year 9 student Seth Atherton scooped the
top prize, while Brendon Potter came in at
a close second. Highly commended were
collaborations by teams whose stories
included, “The adventures of Fred, and

Skylar”.
Students
were
presented
with their
prizes by
Mr Baker
in their
end of
term
celebrations.
Lucy Brennan, who organised the
competition, said “I am delighted by the
quality of the students’ work and thank all
those who have taken part. All the comics
will be made into authentic comics and will
be available from the library for everyone
to read.”

Celebrating World Book Day

A close debate
Students from Years 9 and 11
travelled to London to compete in a
debating competition which was held
at The English-Speaking Union
building.
The students did very well and went
prepared with three motions for
debate: to ban cosmetic surgery;
opposition to the sale of human
organs and banning images of
terrorist activities on the news.
Mr Martin, teacher, said “I am very
proud of our students, as this is the
first time they have taken part in
competitive debating. They argued
three very well thought out motions
and debated very well in three very
close cases.”
The students regularly participate in
the after school Debating Club,
increasing their interest in debating,
showing  how to debate and giving
them a taste of competitive debating. 
Debating improves social skills, critical
thinking, builds confidence and
improves speaking and listening skills.
The Debating Club is open to all
students across all years, and runs on
a Thursday from 3.00 - 4.30 p.m.
Students who are interested in
joining should see Mr Martin.

£760 raised for charity
On Red Nose day students were
allowed “Mufti” non-uniform in order
to raise funds for 2 charities - Comic
Relief and St Michaels Hospice. 
Year 9, 10 and 11 heroes spent a
week and two days collecting money
from each form group with the final
sum totalling more than £760.



Amber Rudd, MP for Hastings and Rye, held her
first Careers Fayre at ARK William Parker Academy
on the 27th February. The careers fayre, organised
in collaboration with Marie Byas from the academy,
was attended by 17 businesses and employers. The
event sent a clear message to the academy’s
students; there is a career, and indeed a future for
students in Hastings. 
The fayre was opened by Amber Rudd, followed by
a motivational speech from Adam Bartlett, Managing
Director of global company Kurt J. Lesker
Company and a former William Parker student. 
The vast majority of businesses present said they
felt recruitment was one of the greatest challenges
facing their business. By bringing together
businesses, employers and students the fayre
enabled students aged 15-18 to find out about
some of the careers and opportunities available. 
It was fantastic to have the support of so many
local businesses offering an array of careers,
opportunities, apprenticeships and work placement
experience. Those attending included local firms
Marshall-Tufflex, Collins & Hayes and Michael Tyler
Furniture as well as Littlewood Fencing, East Sussex
Healthcare NHS Trust and Ashdown Hurrey LLP. 
Marie Byas, careers advisor, said “With many of our
students facing decisions as to their career, subjects
and further education choices, the purpose of this
event was to ensure they are aware that there is a
career and a future for them in Hastings. Students
were offered work placements and will be applying
for apprenticeships and volunteering in the
community with Amicus Horizon.”
Student, Chris Saxby, really enjoyed the event; he
said “It was really interesting to see all the different
careers available in Hastings. I would like an
apprenticeship with Littlewood Fencing as I like
being creative and working outdoors.”
Students and businesses who attended had a
wonderful experience and will benefit hugely from
the event.

A future for our 
students in Hastings
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Rugby 
1st place Becket 75 points
1st place Saxon 75 points
3rd place Saunders 50 points
3rd place Parker 50 points

Music
1st place Parker 20 points
2nd place Saxon 15 points
3rd place Saunders 10 points
4th place Becket 5 points

Food 
1st place Saunders 35 points
2nd place Becket 30 points
3rd place Saxon 25 points
4th place Parker 15 points

House
Results

2nd place Parker 840 points

Overall House Summary
1st place Saunders 865 points

2nd place Parker 840 points

3rd place Becket 820 points

4th place Saxon 810 points

On Tuesday, 17th and Thursday, 19th March ,
the heady aroma of Thai green chicken
curry, Chinese five spice stir fry and spinach
& mushroom risotto filled the air at ARK
William Parker Academy. Students were
competing in the house Ready, Steady, Cook
challenge; the latest activity in the Academy’s
house competition.
The winner on Tuesday was Cole Owen,
representing Becket; on Thursday Luke
Baker and Mason Watson, representing
Saunders, were victorious.

The panel of judges was led by Mrs
Lombard, head of food technology, who was
assisted by a varied and very eager team of
staff ‘tasters’.
This was the latest round of activities, aimed
at including all students in some form of
after school house events, ranging from
Freestyle Gymnastics through to Xbox,
Music, Christmas Quiz, Rugby, Dodgeball
and many more. Students also have the
chance to earn community points for their
house through day to day behaviour, during
lessons and in the wider Academy
community.
The new house system was launched in
September and maintained the William
Parker heritage by retaining the names of
the original four houses: Parker, Saunders,
Saxon and Becket.
Current house standings, at the time
of going to press, are; 1st Saunders,
2nd Parker, 3rd Becket, 4th Saxon;
with all still to play for, it is too
tight to call.

Ready, Steady, Cook!
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Yusif Smallman was the winner
of the Spring House Music Event.
Yusif performed Sonatina no.3 by
Friedrich Kuhlau to the delight
of all the judges. Sixteen other
ambitious musicians took to the
stage; the quality of the
performances was very high, so
a big well done to all those
involved.
Yusif has won a recording
session in our new music studio
and he will also be performing at
the inaugural ARK William
Parker sessions.

Yusif wins a recording session in new music studio
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An exciting competition to stimulate the
minds of students at ARK William Parker
Academy is being run in the mathematics
department. Eighteen mathematical
challenges have been put up around the
Academy to give encouragement and
recognition to all budding mathematicians.
In the run up to the competition students
were told about Russian scholar Grigory
Perelman who solved a puzzle that had
bewildered the world’s greatest
mathematicians for over a century. They
heard how he earned the right to claim a
million dollar reward from the Clay
Mathematics Institute and how his solution
of the Poincare Conjecture would have
earned him the mathematical equivalent of
the Nobel prize – a Fields Medal. They were
surprised to hear how Perelman rejected
both the money and the glory as his
solution was made simply for “…the love of
Mathematics…”
After relating this story, Mr. Smallman - Year
10 mathematics teacher - is happy to report
that a few of his Year 10 students regularly
decline the Academy’s rewards (Bridge)
points a as a result of Perelman’s selfless
example! 
It took nearly a hundred years of effort by
mathematicians before Perelman solved the
Poincare Conjecture, so the mathematics
department have set a much humbler target.
The questions are not the usual sort

required at GCSE and will require all
hopefuls to think ‘outside the box’ for more
than a few minutes. For some inspiration,
students have been told to heed Einstein’s
advice: “It’s not that I’m so smart; it’s that I
stay with problems longer.” 
Mr. Smallman said, “The wonderful thing
about mathematics is that there is always a
more elegant or even beautiful solution and
I would sooner publish a student’s solution
than my own, so get cracking.”. He went on
to say “For any Year 7 who thinks this is not
a competition he could win, take note.
Perhaps the greatest mathematician of all
time, Carl Gauss, demonstrated superb
reasoning at the age of eleven. His lazy
teacher had asked all his boys to add up the
numbers from 1 to 100 in the belief that it
would take up the whole lesson. Much to
the master’s surprise Gauss presented the
correct solution in less than a minute. He
had realized that 1+100, 2+99, 3+98 etc. all
sum to 101. As a result, the solution must
simply be 50 pairs of sums that add up to
101 … 5050. Not bad for an eleven year
old; not bad at all. Can anyone do better?”
The mathematical challenges can be found
on the departmental board opposite room
L26. The first student to submit eight
correct solutions to any of the eighteen
problems will win a prize.  Any single
correct solution will receive a Bridge point.

Add up the numbers from 1 to 100

A poem by
Sam Stanley 
Year 9

The cultivation of a new
gardening project 
This year as part of Year 10’s ASDAN
Certificate of personal effectiveness
the students have been working on a
local environment project. This has
entailed moving the raised beds from
their old location near the Art block
down into the peace garden located
next to the Chapel.

The students designed the formation
of the beds so that from a bird’s eye
view it looks like a cross. Next term
the students will decide on what they
will grow in each of the four beds.
Their aspiration is that they will then
be able to sell the produce to staff
and students in order to be self-
financing.

UKMT 
Challenge
On Thursday 5th February ten of our
brightest Mathematicians in Key Stage
Four: Matthew Browning, Jinkun He,
Aaron Hoxey, Harry Martin,  Adam
Pearson,  Alex Pine, Daniel Rose,
Taariq Smallman, Oliver Tattersfield
and Jack Till, took part in the UKMT
Intermediate Mathematics Challenge.
In Year 11 our top performer was
Jinkun who gained a silver, just
missing out on the gold award. Taariq
also gained a silver, with Daniel
gaining a bronze award. Top
performer in Year 10 was Aaron who
achieved the silver award followed by
Adam with a bronze. Great credit
goes to all the boys for their
preparation for the challenge, an
experience also enjoyed by Mr Tree,
Mr Smallman and Mr Morris. The
next challenge in the diary is the
Junior Challenge on Thursday 30th
April. Mrs Leigh is currently preparing
her Year 8 students for this challenge.



An update from the
Scouts at William Parker
Despite the cold weather we’ve been
keeping busy.   At the end of
February we joined over 400
youngsters from Hastings District
Scouts at PGL Windmill Hill for a
weekend of mainly outdoor activities;
Jacob’s Ladder, zip wire, BMX bikes,
climbing tower and archery were
some of the items on offer.

Last Sunday we manned the Ridge
drinks station, as we do every year,
to provide water for about 3,000
runners taking part in the Hastings
Half Marathon.   The worst part is
clearing up all the paper cups from
the road after the runners have
passed.   

Twenty five Explorers  and older
Scouts are off to the New Forest for
a week during the Easter holidays,
staying at Ferny Crofts near
Lyndhurst.   Kayaking, climbing,
abseiling, and crate stacking are
among the planned activities.

For summer camp this year we’re
going to a camp site on the edge of
Exmoor, near Minehead, for 10 days.
We’re looking to go caving and rock
climbing, we’ll be hiking on Exmoor,
and there’ll be a day out in a nearby
town.

The Troop meets every Friday
evening in term time and new
members are always welcome. If you
would like more information, or are
interested in joining, please contact
gsl@24thhastingsscouts.org.uk
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Sixth form students took part in an anti-
crime workshop run by the charity, Reform
Restore Respect. The charity, which was set
up and founded by ex-gang member Francis
Ossei, aims to reduce the number of
students engaging in behaviours that can
lead to imprisonment. 
The students listened attentively as Francis
spoke openly about his life and how he got
involved with gangs. He explained that he
served 8 years, of a 15 year sentence, in
prison and showed them items of prisoner’s
clothing. He spoke about the harsh reality of
prison; the problems linked to prison life and
the impact of a criminal record on the future
of young people. He went on to talk about his
personal experience in prison; how education
became important in his life and how this had
been a motivating factor in turning his life
around. He left prison with a Bachelor of
Honours in Health and Social Care.

The students showed great interest in
Francis’s life and were keen to find out the
impact on his family; one student
commented “I was surprised to find out
how much this affected him.”
Another stated, “It was interesting to find
out that he saw education as important.”
The students reflected on the difficult issues
that Francis experienced when they found
out his son was born at the time of his trial.
They were thoughtful when they realised he
missed out on the first 8 years of his son’s
life. 
The workshop was aimed at educating the
sixth form students with regards to
environmental anti-social behaviour, focusing
on social responsibilities; crime diversion;
attitudes and consequential thinking, all of
which are aimed at deterring young people
at risk of offending or re-offending from
entering the Criminal Justice System.

Reform Restore Respect 

Food at ARK William Parker Dining is
provided by Accent Catering, who have a
‘freshly cooked from top quality raw
ingredients’ approach, and is freshly made,
every day, by the onsite catering team. 
Our menus offer a wide variety of choices:
a daily “theme” dish from around the world,
including Chinese inspired pork stir fry with
noodles; classic Italian lasagne and the ever
popular traditional British baked fish and
chips on Fridays. There are plenty of healthy

choices, like our homemade yoghurt and
fruit pots, salad boxes and cut fruit bags. We
also offer filled jacket potatoes and a range
of filled sandwiches, baguettes and rolls that
are made fresh every day, plus a range of
homemade flapjacks, brownies and cookies.
The three week menu cycle is ever evolving,
and can be found on our website at
www.arkwilliamparkeracademy.org
Food is also available at break time
for our free school meal students. 

AWP Dining

AWP Dining offers a wide variety of delicious food which is freshly made, every day.  
The latest menus can be found on our website at www.arkwilliamparkeracademy.org
Food is also available at break time for our free school meal students.



Waffles at Walworth 
The annual trip of year 12 Sociology
students to Walworth Academy in
London turned out to be not just
an exercise in understanding the
different learning environments that
students from different parts of the
country are exposed to, but also a
gastronomic delight!

Ark Sixth Form Sociologists were
warmly welcomed by the Walworth
Year 12s and their Head of Year Ms
Bullent. There then followed a bingo
game with a twist, which resulted in
lots of movement round the room
and lots of laughs.

The Ark Sixth Form Sociologists
then got down to the serious
business of conducting the second
part of the research project that
had been initiated in Hastings. The
groups were researching the
hypothesis that the influence of the
community and family can have a big
impact on young people’s
aspirations.

Research complete, Ark Sixth were
provided with a tour of Walworth
Academy and lunch before
embarking on a walking tour of the
local area, culminating in waffles and
ice cream at a local ice-cream
parlour near East Street Market.

Replete with copious quantities of
chocolate, strawberries and M&Ms,
all served on top of the largest
waffles ever seen , we all walked
back through Burgess Park to get
our coach home.

A great day, and we look forward to
hosting Walworth students in
Hastings, in July, for fun, frolics and
fish and chips on the beach!
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On Wednesday, 11th March Year 10
Villiers Park Scholars from ARK
William Parker and Helenswood
Academies attended the University of
Brighton (Hastings Campus) for a day
of lectures and fieldwork on the
social ethics of surveillance. Students
started with a workshop from the principal
lecturer, Marylynn Fyvie-Gauld, which led to
the formation of arguments, both for and
against surveillance of the public, through
the analysis of evidence, culminating in
presentations of their findings. This was
followed by talks from two guest speakers
with differing perspectives on surveillance. 
The first talk was from a surveillance expert
from Sussex police and military intelligence
demonstrating the necessity of surveillance
to protect the public from crime and the
possible threats of terrorist activities. The
second talk was a demonstration of how a
malicious hacker could access
communications on your phone, which
made the students think carefully about
leaving their wifi switched on. 
The final session of the day was given over
to fieldwork where students had to identify
CCTV cameras within a limited area of
Hastings town centre. It was discovered, to
the amazement of many, that there were
over twenty surveillance cameras in a small

part of just two streets within the town
centre. It was an excellent day where all
students participated well and experienced
a range of approaches to learning that are
offered by universities.
A Year 10 Ark William Parker student said,
“I really enjoyed the day and it was great to
have lecturers who had first-hand
experience in the subject we were looking
at.”
Villiers Park Educational Trust helps able
young people to develop a passion for
learning and the study and life skills
necessary to ensure they reach their full
academic potential. They are committed to
fair access – ensuring More Able and Gifted
& Talented students from less advantaged
backgrounds gain places at leading
universities and thrive, once there. The
Scholars Programme runs over a four-year
time period to make a difference to young
people in a coherent, meaningful and
effective way by addressing all the obstacles
that prevent success.

University 
Masterclass

Fifty Year 11 students took the opportunity
to participate in mountain biking at
Bedgebury Pinetum.  As well as having a lot

of fun, and getting a little muddy, this
thrilling experience will help boost their
GCSE PE practical scores.

Exciting cycle trails at Bedgebury



Give your views on Parent View
Parent View gives you the chance to say what you think about your son’s
school. By sharing your views, you’ll be helping us to improve. You will also
be able to see what other parents have said about ARK William Parker
Academy.  Visit https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk

www.arkwilliamparkeracademy.org
ARK William Parker Academy . Parkstone Road . Hastings . East Sussex . TN34 2NT . Tel. 01424 439888 . Fax. 01424 448292
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Artist of the Month. 
Michael Mortimer,  Year 11  
Michael has been named Artist of the Month in
recognition of his amazing talent and skill.  These
two excellent pieces of artwork show why Michael
deserves the title this month. 
The panoramic painting was created as a
development piece towards Michael’s mock exam
based on the natural world. The smaller painting was
created in the mock exam in just 10 hours. Michael
was interested in using oil paints to paint a
landscape scene in a style that he enjoys; he taught
himself the techniques at home.
Fantastic work!

The Ark sixth formers were enthralled by
the plethora of revision techniques that
they could use over Easter, when they
attended the Study Skills sessions given by
Danny from Made Training. 
Such techniques as The Roman Room,
apparently developed by a Greek, and

extreme mind mapping were explained and
put to the test as students remembered
lists of words through actions and drama as
well as more traditional methods. All will
now see clocks, M&Ms and nuns in wholly
different light!

Clocks, M&Ms and nuns! 

A Reminder...
May we take this opportunity to
remind you of the need for all
students to be fully equipped with
stationary, and ask that this is
replenished during the school
holiday.  Your son will need a pen,
pencil, ruler, eraser and also a
reading book. 

Easter Revision
With the first GCSE examination
taking place in the week beginning
4th May, we want to make sure that
all our students are well prepared,
which is why our wonderfully
committed staff  are giving up
significant portions of their Easter
break to organise subject
study/revision sessions. The sessions
will run every weekday of the
holidays, apart from Good Friday
and Easter Monday between 9.00
a.m. and 1.00 p.m.  All Year 11 boys
are welcome to attend the sessions,
which are outlined in a schedule
that can be found on the Academy
website. Although there will be
some refreshments provided by the
teaching staff, we recommend that
every boy brings a bottle of water
and a light snack to keep their
energy levels high during these
intensive periods of study. 

These holiday study sessions have
become a regular event in the
school calendar and have proved
very successful in raising the
achievement of those students who
have attended. We hope to see as
many of the boys as possible and
hope you will encourage your sons
to attend.


