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Parents, Carers and Community Friends, 

I hope you will enjoy reading the January edition of 
our latest newsletter.  

It was a busy end of the year at Ark William Parker 
with many varied activities taking place during last 
term. A wealth of experiences and opportunities have 
been on offer for all our students. Just some of the 
things that you will read about include: sporting 
activities, theatre trips, awards ceremonies, 
commemoration services, charity fundraising and road 
safety. We have also welcomed members of the local 
community into the academy, including primary 
school students, our academy governors, local 
councillors and business people who have worked 
with our students.  I am delighted that we have been 
able to offer such a broad range of activities and I 
would like to thank the staff who make all these 
events happen. 

Thank you for your courtesy with our safeguarding 
arrangements and our new drop off zones. These are 
working well and will continue into the new year; we 
will continue to monitor the parking situation. 

It is really important that we form strong partnerships 
with our  parents and the local community. We are 
keen to listen to your comments and work with you in 
order to ensure that all our students have the 
opportunity to be the best that they can be. 

We value our partnership with you and our local 
community very highly and we look forward to 
continuing to work with you in the coming months 
and years.  

Stephanie Newman 
Principal
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Welcome

visit our website for more news and photos 
www.arkwilliamparker.org 

www.facebook.com/williamparkeracademy
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Ark William Parker were delighted to host 
the third annual Academy Awards evening 
where students past and present were 
applauded and rewarded for their 
outstanding efforts and achievements both 
within the academy and the local 
community.  
The evening began with the winners and 
their parents receiving a warm welcome; 
they chatted and enjoyed an excellent 
buffet whilst a string trio played Christmas 
music. 
Vice Principal Claire Bessa said “This was a 
wonderful celebration which saw 
governors, councillors and friends of the 
academy present prizes, trophies and 
certificates to over 40 students who have 
continuously made fine contributions to 
our academy. They received awards which 
ranged from subject achievements through 
to special awards for outstanding 
contributions to the wider school or 
community life.  
“The wider contribution awards were 
donated by several different organisations 
that include: The Parish of St John’s 
Hollington Award for services to charities 
and the local community; The William 
Parker Foundation Award for outstanding 
service to the community; The Outstanding 
Academic Achievement Award for excellent 
examination results; The Driver Award for a 
student who is a great member of the 
community and The Jacob Woudstra Award 
for a student who has succeeded against 

the odds. 
“We would like to thank all of our students, 
parents, guests, staff, sponsors and 
governors for contributing to this successful 
and enjoyable evening.” 
 
 
 
 

Academy Awards Evening

Poppy Appeal  

Our Poppy Appeal raised £97.09.  
Thank you to our Year 11 Prefects who 
helped sell the poppies during their 
break times.

University Challenge 

Parker, Saunders and Saxon had their 
first House competition of the year. 
The hall was full to the brim, with the 
whole school cheering on their 
respective houses. Fifteen students 
sat on the stage, facing questions set 
by teachers from all subjects. They 
had already battled to be their tutor 
champion and their year champion 
and had now reached the pinnacle of 
representing their House. Each Head 
of House stood behind, willing their 
houses on to answer correctly and 
keeping score. 
Parker started off well and took the 
early lead. Saunders and Saxon 
started to fight back. Then Saxon 
came storming forward answering a 
stream of questions correctly. From 
this point, Saxon took a commanding 
lead that Parker and Saunders tried to 
emulate. They fought valiantly but to 
no avail. Saxon were victorious, 
followed by Parker and then 
Saunders. 
A big thank you to Ms Madziva for 
hosting this fabulous event that had 
the whole school enthralled. Ms Bessa 
was superb as the voice of University 
Challenge, keeping the students in 
suspense on a number of occasions as 
they all wanted to answer to win the 
points for their house. 
Congratulations to all the boys who 
took part and for representing your 
houses so well. 
 



FREE Breakfast for 
students!   
Ark William Parker Dining has joined 
with Magic Breakfast to provide a 
morning introduction to the day. 
From 8am to 8.30am in the lower 
dining hall we will be offering FREE 
cereals, porridge and toasted bagels 
to help every child get a good start to 
the day. 
Having a good breakfast has been 
proven to improve a child’s 
concentration throughout the day 
and with the help of  Magic Breakfast 
we see this as a positive step forward 
for the whole school.

Social Media 
Social Media, 
Has stopped the art of conversation, 
Zipping people’s mouths shut, 
It’s my breadth, I can’t live without it. 
Instagram, 
The new pen pals, 
My world of meetups, 
Parents despise it, 
Children desire it. 
Snapchat, 
The new Kodak camera, 
The way of stopping people, 
From seeing each other, 
For me, 
It’s my way of jokes, 
Keeping memories, 
Having fun with filters. 
Facebook,  
The new diary, 
The way of parents keeping in touch, 
With family and friends, 
Lost in the rat race of life. 
I don’t use it, so I wouldn’t know. 
 

by Harry, Year 8 
 
 

Our Year 9 football team rounded off a 
fantastic year with a hardfought 30 victory 
against local rivals Hastings Academy and 
were crowned champions of the local 
schools B league competition. 
Parker went into the game knowing a win 
would be enough to win the league, they 
started well, putting the opposition on the 
back foot with a few early chances from 
Small and Hughes. Parker then found the 
net with a great finish from the excited 
Small to take the game to 10.  
In the second half, Parker raised it and 

started to control the game. Sargeant then 
made it 20 with a superb, well deserved 
finish in the box with 10 minutes to play. 
The second goal killed the game off and 
Parker showed great determination to see 
the game out and withstand the last attacks 
from Hastings Academy. In the last few 
moments in the game, Willard went 
through on goal after a lovely touch by 
Lazar and he finished calmly at the near 
post to kill the game off and secure 
promotion back to the A league where Ark 
William Parker should be.

Crowned league champions!

We will be celebrating our 400th 
Anniversary this year and have an exciting 
timetable of events in the pipeline from 
this Summer to commemorate this notable 
anniversary.  
Ark William Parker traces its origin to the 
founding of a school through the bequest 
of the rector of All Saints’ parish, Reverend 
William Parker, who died in 1619. 
The celebrations will culminate in a 
commemorative service in November 2019, 
with the Bishop of Chichester leading the 
service at All Saints Church followed by an 
evening event held 
at the Academy in 
Parkstone Road for 
the reunion of past 
and present pupils.  
We are incredibly 
proud of the rich 
history of our 
school and are very 
keen to hear from 
our past pupils, 
including those 
from Hastings 
Grammar school 

and the Hastings Secondary School for 
boys, which merged in 1978 to become 
William Parker. We would like to invite 
alumni to get in touch to share their 
favourite memories as well as any photos 
or memorabilia of their time at the school.  
If you are a past pupil of Ark William Parker 
and would like to register your interest in 
attending the reunion event to be held in 
November 2019, please get in touch with 
the Academy via email to 
400@arkwilliamparker.org  

400th Anniversary celebrations!
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Prospective Year 6 students and parents were given 
a warm welcome at the Ark William Parker Academy 
open evening. The event was to allow visitors to 
experience the vast range of activities and 
opportunities the academy has to offer. 
Groups went on tours around the academy as 
current students showed off their school with pride, 
answering questions and helping the younger visitors 
with activities. 
The science department was buzzing with youngsters 
queueing to take part in experiments; they gasped 
when bubbles turned into huge flames; jumped at 
the loud bangs and pops that were created in test 
tubes; were intrigued with the biology dissections 
and inquisitively peered into the microscopes. The 
art and photography department was also busy as 
budding artists screen printed and setup 
photoshoots.  As always, food technology was 
crammed with students who were eager to decorate 
cakes and even more eager to eat their creations! 
The business department ran a guess the logo 
challenge; there were various displays in English, 
Geography and RE and the library was open for 
visitors to browse the facilities. 
They took part in various activities ranging from a 
‘who’s who’ challenge in the history department and 
interactive games in maths, to basketball shootouts  
and badminton within the exceptional sports 
facilities. 
Guests were also given the opportunity to hear first
hand from students about their experiences at the 
academy during the Principal’s address in the main 
hall. 
Principal Stephanie Newman said “We enjoyed 
welcoming prospective students and parents to our 
open evening. With the move from primary to 
secondary school drawing closer, this event gave our 
visitors a glimpse of life at Ark William Parker. We 
were keen for parents to have the opportunity to 
question staff and students to help them when 
making the important decision as to their son’s 
future education.” 
If you missed the event and wish to visit the 
academy, please telephone 01424 439888 to arrange 
a tour where staff will be pleased to welcome you. 

Bubbles and bangs 
at open evening

visit our website for more photos



War 
Sirens blaring across the town, 
Soldiers walking with a frown, 
Staring with a militant gaze, 
Seeing through the wartorn haze. 
Sounds of bullets ringing in my 
head, 
Scared my friends and family are 
dead,  
Silently, I sneak and hide, 
Suddenly, a burning pain in my side. 
 
Soldiers hear my cries of distress, 
Standing over me, I begin to 
confess, 
Saying things I regret, 
Staring directly at the threat, 
Showing me no mercy, they shoot, 
Stomping on me with their boot, 
Smiling, I’m ready to let go, 
Seeing the loved ones that I know. 

Jake, Year 8

We are thrilled that eight of our students 
have had their poems published in a book 
called “The Poetry Games  Voices from the 
South” after they took part in a national 
Young Writers competition.  
Students could write a poem in any style 
and play with language, as long as they 
delivered a powerful, passionate poem 
proving that the pen is mightier than the 
sword. This offered young writers the 
exciting prospect of discovering 
where their imaginations could take 
them and to write for what they 
believe in! From voicing their 
opinions to what ignites a passion 
within, to be inspired by 
something or someone that really 
matters to them.   
Librarian Kimbley Firth said 
“Students found this a creative 
and productive way to express 
themselves using the power of 
the pen. It really engaged our 
students and encouraged 
them to read and write 
poetry. Our young poets have 
created verse filled with 
passion and expression; 
each poem is full of 
creativity, technique and 
skill. We are proud to see 
what our students have 
produced. Who knows, we 
may soon be able to say ‘I 
went to the same school 
as.....!’” 

Jake whose poem was based on war, said 
“It came as a shock to hear that my work 
was being published. I’m very pleased to 
see my poem in print.” 
Alex said “My writing was based on social 
media. When I heard my work was 
published, I was kind of surprised and now I 
feel quite proud to see my work printed in 
a book.” 

Students have work published!
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Card design for 
Amber Rudd MP  

Students were asked to design a 
Christmas card for Amber Rudd MP. 
The Art department ran this as a 
house competition for Years 7 and 8.  
Out of the hundreds of entries from 
other secondary schools the winning 
design was one of our students, 
Ashton James in Year 7.  
The winning design was printed 
professionally and sent to members 
of Parliament. Well done Ashton! 
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This is the time of year when we hold our annual Cross 
Country event for houses Saxon, Parker and Saunders. 
Over 400 students from Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 participated in 
races across the vast academy site. The results count 
towards the House competition and also acts as trials for 
the school cross country team. 
In the Year 7, 8 and 9 events there was almost a full field 
with only a handful of students who were unable to take 
part due to injuries. 
With all the scores added up, the overall winners were 
Saunders, with Saxon in second place and Parker in third  
the same positions as last year’s event. 
The top 6 students from each event were selected to 
represent the academy at the Hastings and District schools’ 
cross country event. 
PE teacher Graham Morris said “It was a really good day 
with lots of students taking part in an event which requires 
resilience and determination. There were some students 

who ran really well and 
improved on their position 
from last year.” 
The full report and more  
photos can be found on  
our website.

A massive house event
Being Social 

I leave my Xbox, my phone, my 
television, 
For reasons I know are right, 
To then go forth and have fun with 
friends and not be stuck in front of a 
screen all night, 
As my dad once told me a while ago, 
So I pick up my shoes, my hoodie and 
go out to have fun with the lads, 
First, we visit the shop for a drink or 
two and then head on out to the 
wondrous park of fun, 
We get there by cabs cos we are lazy 
soandsos. 
 
I look up high, the big blue sky, 
I see the big birds looking down at me, 
And so we continue on, through the 
thick grass, 
Then we kick the footy around for 
some fun, 
And so, little by little, I change my 
screenfilled ways, 
And now I always want to go out for 
fun.  
 
I get accustomed to the outside world, 
But I still miss my old Xbox, 
To tell you the truth, I do not really 
know what to do, 
Go out or play CSR2 with the road 
rebel crew, 
Divided my choices, 
Wherever I put my shoes, that’s my 
home. 

by Alex, Year 10

Cross Country

Artist of the Month - 
Harry Rich, Year 7 
Harry Rich is  
artist of the  
month.  
His design  
is superb and  
he created his  
final stabile at  
home from  
wood and  
objects. 
Well done  
Harry!



Year 7 students enthusiastically participated in the 
annual theatre performance on road safety. The 
presentation by Performance in Education focussed 
on reminding students about keeping safe as 
pedestrians, especially when crossing the road and 
travelling to school. 
The engaging production saw three actors present 
themselves as young people walking to school. It 
explored how easy it is to make errors in judgement 
when crossing roads whilst using headphones or 
mobile phones and not paying attention near busy 
roads. 
The presentation showed the potential 
consequences of risk taking behaviour around 
roads. Many questions were then asked, leading 
students to consider whether they follow safe 
practice and how they can ensure they travel to 
school safely. 
More photos and the full story is on our website.

A dramatic road safety message!

Our new Careers Room is now finished and ready for students to use. The room will be 
open during lunchtimes on Tuesdays and Wednesdays for students to seek advice and look 
for information on career opportunities. 
We will be inviting different providers to come and give advice to students. Staff will also 
be available to talk to students about their own careers paths.  
A timetable of events will be available to students shortly. 

New Careers Room
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Aiming to make 
careers education a 
huge success 

Hastings has been selected as one of 
12 areas that will receive funding as 
part of the Governments Opportunity 
area funding. As part of this funding 
and support we have been paired 
with an Enterprise advisor, who is 
someone from a local business who 
will give the school strategic support 
to their career programme. 
Ark William Parker’s Enterprise 
Advisor comes in the form of former 
student Nigel Cutting who is the 
Manufacturing Manager at Marshall 
Tufflex. Nigel will be supporting the 
Careers Lead in developing certain 
areas of the programme to ensure 
that the Gatsby benchmarks are met. 
Nigel said “I am passionate about 
contributing to make Careers 
Education a success at William Parker 
and I am absolutely convinced that 
both of us will make this a huge 
success and a benchmark for all other 
schools.”

Christmas card design 
by Alfie, Year 7  

Artwork by Year 7 student Alfie was 
used for the Ark William Parker 
Christmas card.  
Well done Alfie! 
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Staff and students gave a warm welcome to visitors 
at our Open Evening. The evening gave potential 
students and parents from Hastings and the 
surrounding areas an insight into life at Ark 6th Form 
at the William Parker site. 
The main hall was filled with stands displaying work 
and information on a variety of subjects on offer. 
The atmosphere was buzzing as guests questioned 
staff and talked to sixth form students about life at 
sixth form. Guests had the opportunity to see 
displays and presentations throughout the academy, 
including dance, amazing pieces of A Level artwork 
and various experiments in the science department. 
Students and parents heard from James Hamilton, 
Head of Ark 6th Form East Sussex, about what the 
sixth form has to offer. He outlined that the 6th 
Form achieved excellent value added in the summer 
of 2018. Specifically, the ALevel provision was 
ranked inside the top 25% nationwide for student 
progress, whilst the BTEC provision has been rated as 
within the top 10%” 
James Hamilton said, “It was fantastic to see so 
many students and parents at our open evening as 
we prepare to help even more achieve their full 
potential. 
“We are committed to providing an outstanding 
education for all of our students. One of the big 
advantages of being a student at Ark 6th Form East 
Sussex is that we are a school sixth form where 
teachers know their students personally and are able 
to tailor lessons to suit their individual needs. 
“We are continuing to build on our success from 
previous years, which has seen Ark 6th Form East 
Sussex students go on to Oxford, Cambridge and 
Russell Group universities, to ensure that each of our 
students can progress to university or a career of 
their choice."  
If you are seeking a sixth form place for September 
2019 and missed the open evening, please call 
Donna Howell on 01424 448225 to arrange an 
appointment to see Ark 6th Form in action. 

Open Evening  
Students hear 
about the 
opportunities at 
our sixth form

visit our website for more photos



We celebrated our 96th annual commemoration in 
remembrance of our schools founder Rev William 
Parker, once Rector of All Saints. 
The service was held at All Saints in Hastings Old Town 
and involved Year 7, Year 8 and invited students from 
other years. The event was attended by Nigel Sinden 
the Mayor of Hastings, Lesley Hurst from the Diocese of 
Chichester, Clifford Smith Chair of Governors, 
Foundation Trustees and staff. 
The ceremony began with students carrying the 
processional cross down the aisle followed by the 
clergy and the Mayor. The service was led by Rev. Luke 
IrvineCapel and Fr. Sean Gilbert and included hymns, 
prayers and readings. The congregation listened 
attentively to Deputy Head Boy Riyadh who gave a brief 
history of the school with a message of caring within 
our community and a bible reading by Head Boy Milo. 
After the service and whilst waiting for transport, 
students took the opportunity to ask questions about 
the church and its history and look at artefacts  they 
were particularly interested in the font! 
Read the full story and see more photos on our website.

96th Commemoration Service
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Year 12 learn about 
business from Marks 
& Spencer Manager 

Dan Moss, the store manager of M&S 
in Hastings visited our sixth form to 
work with the Year 12 Professional 
Pathways group. He gave a 
presentation that looked at the 
history of M&S and also at the data 
regarding finances and the customers 
that they attract. The students found 
it particularly useful to see how a 
business runs and also get 
information about some of the finer 
details of the business. They also 
particularly enjoyed the many sweets 
that Dan bought along for the 
students. 
Mr Morris said “It was good for the 
students to be able to interact with a 
local store manager, to gain an 
understanding and learn about the 
finer details of running a business.” 
 

Congratulations to one 
of our students who 
won a £100 voucher 
after attending the 
Hastings Opportunity 
Careers Day in 
November.  
The day included taking 
part in work related 
experiences with 
industry professionals 
and practitioners and 
attending sessions with 
the Armed Services. 

£100 
Voucher

Advent Assembly 

Rev Rachael Creighton, the new Dean 
of Hastings, led a special Advent 
assembly for students just before 
Christmas. 



We invited a number of guests, including the Mayor 
of Hastings, Trustee governors and governors of the 
academy to join our staff and students at our 
annual Remembrance Service. 
The service was led by Fr. David Smith, a former 
army chaplain, who talked to students about ‘The 
Last Man’, George Edwin Ellison, and posed the 
question as to should peace begin before the first 
man is killed rather than after the last man shot. 
Fr. David Smith then read a poem ‘ The Goodnight 
Kiss’. 
The focus moved to the Remembrance of the dead 
and the names of William Parker students who lost 
their lives in The Great War were read out. Head of 
House, Shelley Clarke played the Reveille on the 
bugle, which was followed by a minutes silence in 
respect to those lost in this war and all other wars. 
After the assembly, two students with the guests 
laid a wreath at the permanent memorial at the 
Upper School site. Full story on our website...

Remembrance
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Understanding 
marketing in business  

Year 12 students took part in a 
workshop run by Beth King who 
works for Locate East Sussex. Beth’s 
expertise comes in the form of 
marketing and her role involves 
helping to support local businesses in 
their start up projects. She was 
recently involved with the marketing 
and application of promoting 
Hastings for the Channel 4 Culture 
Hub. During the workshop, our 
students created a marketing 
persona for a given company. 
We would like to thank Beth for 
running the workshop which helped 
our students understand more about 
the marketing side of business.

Social action project 
for Sara Lee Trust  

During the Autumn term, Year 12 
students on the Professional 
Pathways course have been involved 
in a social action product run by the 
National Citizen Service. The students 
took part in training days where they 
were able to develop some of their 
skills and attributes. They also spent 
a weekend away in Dorset on a PGL 
camp with other schools from around 
the country. 
The training days were a build up for 
the students to plan a social action 
project. This project was aimed at 
trying to do something that would 
help a target audience within the 
local community. Due to some 
restrictions the students eventually 
planned a fundraising event, with the 
funds going to the Sara Lee Trust. The 
students worked together planning 
and participating in the project and 
raised money for the charity.

Saxon 8 ran a sponsored 
basketball shootout to 
raise money for their 
house charity, St Michaels 
Hospice. 
Students were sponsored 
by friends and family and 
had just one minute to 
reach their target 
amount. 
All participants had great 
fun and were very 
enthusiastic  balls were 
going everywhere!  
A great way to raise funds 
for charity.

Sponsored House Basketball



A group of our students felt honoured 
when they were invited to represent the 
academy at the Royal British Legion 
Centenary. The students participated in the 
event on Thursday 1st November at the 
war graves at the Hastings Cemetery. 
Previously, in 2014, our students were 
invited to commemorate 100 years of the 
start of WW1, and they were invited again 
to attend the commemoration event 
recalling the end of WW1. 

We have a memorial and plaque at the 
academy for past students who were lost in 
the two world wars and will be holding 
remembrance services this week. 
Teacher Mr Morris said “Our students 
represented the academy with a great deal 
of respect. Their behaviour during the 
service was impeccable especially in the 
rain. The students really embraced the 
service and felt great compassion for all 
who have lost their lives.”

Feeling honoured to be invited to the 
Royal British Legion Centenary event

Faith . Perseverance . Respect . Achievement

Tie Ceremony for new 
Year 7s   

At the beginning of last term, we held 
a special assembly with a tie 
ceremony to welcome Year 7s to 
their houses. Heads of House 
presented each student with a tie in 
their house colours. Staff and fellow 
students were on hand to help year 
7s put on their new ties. 
 

Year 10 students learnt about 
passenger safety through a 
powerful and thoughtprovoking 
theatrical performance. Theatre 
company Box Clever performed 
‘The passenger’, a highly engaging 
and interactive play that resonates 
emotionally with young people. 
The play told the story of teenagers 
Gary and Sammy and the events 
leading up to a devastating crash. 
As the drama unfolded, the 
students were presented with 
familiar and recognisable actions 
and the stark consequences of 
decisions that they may make, 
either as passengers or novice 
drivers. 
To the amusement of the audience, 
two students had the opportunity 
to play a part in the presentation. 
They successfully avoided risky 
behaviour, peer pressure and other 
distractions that could contribute 
to unfortunate consequences on 
the road. 
Visit our website for more photos 
and the full story.

A powerful  
performance!

Cheque for 
MacMillan Cancer 
support   

Saunders House were delighted to 
present a cheque for £759.11 to 
MacMillan Cancer Support. Many 
events have been held to raise funds 
for our house charities and have 
included everything from ‘Sponging’, 
the teacher and raffles to Mufti Day.



Last month, Ark William Parker and Hastings Athletic club came together to celebrate the 
reopening of the high spec William Parker athletics arena. Team GB elite athletes Adam 
Clarke and Charlotte Purdue officially declared the track open with a ribbon cutting 
ceremony and were joined by an enthusiastic gathering of local dignitaries, the William 
Parker Foundation, students and club members. 
Clarke, a former William Parker student and now training partner of the legendary Sir Mo 
Farah was accompanied by Charlotte Purdue, international marathon runner  both are 
rising stars in the British athletics scene and proved an inspiration to the youngsters 
present.  
The arena, which is home to Hastings Athletic club has a freshly relaid Olympic sized 
track, new and refurbished athletics equipment and now also has the ability to officially 
confirm records with an ontrack timer. Full story and photos on our website...

Back on the new track!
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District Badminton 
Tournaments 

Our Key Stage 3 team came second 
out of the 6 schools that entered  
losing out narrowly to St Leonards in 
the final by 3 games to 2. They beat 
Claverham and Robertsbridge on 
their way to the final. 
Our Key Stage 4 team came second 
out of the 6 schools that entered 
losing out to St Leonards in the final. 
They won their group stage 
overcoming Robertsbridge and Bexhill 
High. 
 

The Ark William Parker Year 10 football 
team won through to Round 5 of the 
National Cup by beating Cardinal Newman 
School 54 on penalties. The match was a 
repeat of last year’s Sussex County Cup 
Final. The teams are very closely matched 

and William Parker had to be at their very 
best to take the match to penalties once 
more.  
Last time out, Newman won the penalty 
shootout but this time round it was 
Parker’s turn.

Year 10 team got through to 
final 64 in national competition

Othello at the Globe 
Theatre 

As part of our commitment to offer 
the very best of cultural experiences 
for our students, the A Level Drama 
group were given the opportunity to 
see a live performance of Othello at 
Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre on the 
Southbank, London.  
This was an acclaimed production 
hailed by the critics and featuring one 
of our greatest actors, Mark Rylance. 
For many of the students this was 
their first visit to this unique theatre; 
they were captivated and enthralled 
by this outstanding production. 
Students commented: 
"For she had eyes, and chose me" 
"Othello at the Globe Theatre was 
one of the best live shows we have 
ever seen.  Not only was it beneficial 
for both Drama and English, it was 
also such an amazing experience."  
"We stood 3 feet from the stage, 
allowing us to see all the intricate 
details the actors put into their 
performances.  The rain stayed away 
for most of the performance apart 
from a little shower. 



Students learnt about the huge range of careers available within the NHS during a lively 
and entertaining theatrical performance which took place on our careers day. Students 
were surprised to hear that there are over 350 different career opportunities available in 
health care ranging from bricklayers to doctors and gardeners to physiotherapists.

Health careers performance
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Students and staff got into the Christmas 
spirit by taking part in Christmas Jumper 
day to raise funds for charity. All 
participants were allowed to wear a 
Christmas jumper at school for a donation 
to their house charity. 
Assistant Principal 
Nick Burchell said 
“Students and staff at 
the academy belong 
to one of three 
houses with each 
house supporting a 
charity; Saxon house 
supports St Michael’s 
Hospice, Parker 
supports Cancer 
Research UK and 

Saunders supports Save the Children. Our 
students really enjoy fundraising for their 
house charities and Christmas Jumper Day 
is just one of the many fun events taking 
place at our academy throughout the year.” 

Christmas jumpers for charity
Year 9 Photography  
These are some of the amazing 
photographs taken by our budding 
Year 9 photographers for their 
landscape project during their first 
SLR shoot.  
 



Give your views 
on Parent View 

Parent View gives you the chance to say 
what you think about your son’s school. 
By sharing your views, you’ll be helping 
us to improve. You will also be able to 
see what other parents have said about 
Ark William Parker Academy. Visit 
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Our students took part in a Careers Day 
which gave them the opportunity to learn 
and think about various careers and 
pathways they can take in the future. A 
variety of interesting and fun activities 
were also available to students throughout 
the day. 
Year 7 students took part in a STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and 
Maths) lesson that involved making a small 
toy car out of a balloon, cup, straws and 
other items.  
Year 8 students were set a challenge to 

make remote controlled moving robots 
using limited items such as cardboard, milk 
bottles and straws.  
A question and answer session gave Year 9 
students the opportunity to interact and 
speak to employers from a wide range of 
backgrounds.  
The Careers Fair in the main hall was 
buzzing as Year 10, 11 and sixth form 
students visited the stands of businesses, 
universities and providers.  
Read the full story and see more photos of 
this very successful event on our website. 

An inspirational Careers Day

Westfield Cricket Club 

Westfield Cricket Club will be running 
indoor cricket net sessions for Colts 
on Thursdays starting on 7th March 
from 5.30pm until 6.30pm at Ark 
William Parker Academy. 

These sessions will be held at our 
indoor facility and will run for 6 
weeks, this is a joint venture between 
the school and club so there will be 
Colts from both parties taking part. 

If your son or daughter would like to 
participate please email Ian Taylor 
(Chair of Westfield Cricket Club) at 
ianinbexhill@gmail.com 

At the end of 6 weeks, Westfield 
Cricket Club move to outside 
coaching for Colts at Westfield 
Cricket Ground, Downoak, Main 
Road, Westfield TN35 4SL from 
5.30pm until 6.30pm and all 
participants from Ark William Parker 
are welcome to come along and  
join in. 
 
 



During the last week of term, we held special 
assemblies throughout the week for all students. 
Years 7 and 8 attended a Carol Concert which was led 
by the Calvary Chapel. The concert included an 
interactive performance by rapper Tracy which was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all.  
The last day ended with celebration house assemblies. 
Awards and prizes were presented to students for 
their achievement during this term. 
Six hampers were also presented to students which 
were filled with lots of goodies for Christmas. 
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Celebrations at end of 
term assemblies


