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Parents, Carers and Community Friends,

Welcome to the latest edition of our newsletter
which includes just a few stories about events,
successes and achievements that have taken place
within our academy. 

More stories and photos can be found on our
website at www.arkwilliamparker.org

You can also find us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/williamparkeracademy

Faith . Perseverance . Respect . Achievement

Welcome

Students in Year 7-10 were treated to a sporting bonanza in the last
week of half term. They took part in a dodgeball and basketball
tournament between the three houses - Parker, Saunders and Saxon.
The tournament gave students another chance to feel part of a team
and compete against the other houses. They had an extremely
enjoyable time and left the event really buzzing. The students were
really competitive and showed great determination in trying to win
each match so that their house could win the overall event.
These events form part of the ongoing house competition that will
include other events during the rest of the year, culminating in the
sports day at the end of the summer term. 
PE Teacher Graham Morris said “The event was a great success and
something that will continue over the coming months. There was 100%
participation from all students and they really enjoyed themselves.”

A Sporting Bonanza!

Lessons with HM Treasury 
On 25th January, Richard Meddings visited the
Academy to deliver a special guest lesson in
economics. Richard is a board member of a number
of major banks in the UK, as well as HM Treasury, the
government’s economic and finance ministry,
maintaining control over public spending and setting
the direction of the UK’s economic policy. Richard
shared insights on his own education and career
journey, before presenting information to the class
on the Treasury’s current and previous income and
spending. The class were then set the challenge of
coming up with their own strategies on how they
would help to ‘balance the books’, such as investing
in the economy, or increasing taxation. 

Mr Meddings said “I was greatly impressed by the
group and was very pleased to see good levels of
engagement with a challenging topic. The students
came up with some very well considered proposals
on how they would aim to stimulate economic
growth in the UK. There are clearly some very
talented boys at the school and I would encourage
them to aim high and keep working hard; I’m sure
they have a bright future ahead of them.”



The Year 9 football team won through to
the County Cup semi-final with a 3-1 victory
over Sackville School, East Grinstead.
Playing in difficult conditions Ark William
Parker continued the search for County Cup
glory. Sackville were a physically strong
team who certainly were hungry for
success. Parker dominated play in the early
stages of the first half; however it was
Sackville who opened the scoring. This

seemed to galvanise the Parker boys who
levelled with a close range goal from Jamal
Palmer. Alfie Peacock made the score 2-1
with a fine finish. Aiden Avery made an
impact as a half time substitute and it was
his pressure that led to a mistake by the
Sackville goalkeeper allowing Avery to
finish into an open goal from 30 yards.
Ark William Parker now face Durrington
School at home in the semi-final.

Semi-finalists in the County Cup

The Power of Words  
Sticks and stones may break my
bones and words can break my heart.
People say that words can not hurt
you, but I say they can tear you
apart.

The power of words is so strong 
that you can make people cry.
The power of words is so strong  
that you can make someone die.

Don’t use your words for hatred, 
but use them all for love.
Don’t use your words for hatred,
because the Lord gave them to you
from above.

Use your words for positivity, and
don’t use them for hate, 
you can say anything to anyone you
like, and say I love you to a mate.

The power of words is so strong that
you may make someone feel great,
the power of words is so strong that
you can seal someone’s fate.

by John Zachariah, Year 9
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Prayer Lunch 
On Wednesday 10th January the
academy reintroduced the prayer
meeting with Church schools
partners. This was the first of the
new style prayer lunch. Invited guests
prayed for the academy community,
the leadership of the school and the
development of church school status. 
Prayer partners include the Hastings
Christian Youth Workers, Rev Luke
Dean, Tom Collins youth
engagement. The next event will be
25 April followed by 11 July.
There will be three further events in
the next academic year which will
also include parents. 

Safer Internet Day  
Students looked at ‘How to be safe
online’ and they were reminded to
check  their social network privacy
settings. As part of the programme
Year 7 students were visited by the
Police school liaison team to explore
rights and responsibilities.

On the last day of term, Ark William Parker
students became ‘hairy’ for a good cause.
Assemblies which focused on giving and
compassion for others had been held during
the last week of term. Students linked this
theme to raise money for their house
charities and to raise awareness for cancer
and its treatment. With the likely side
effects of treatment being the loss of hair,
students showed their empathy by wearing
beards and moustaches for the day.
Students raised money for their house
charity by each giving a 50p donation to

wear extra hair. They showed initiative and
creativity by sporting a range of beards and
moustaches produced in all different media.
The 3 houses - Parker, Saxon and Saunders
support Demelza Hospice Care for Children,
Macmillan Cancer Support and Unicef.
Assistant Head Nick Burchell, who has a
real handlebar moustache said “Our
students have shown a lot of enthusiasm
and creativity. I am impressed by their
compassion, awareness and understanding
of cancer in relation to people’s loss of hair
and the impact on their families.”

Awareness for the impact of Cancer



The Year 9 Rugby team narrowly missed
out on a win against Buckswood. The score
was 30-20 but this did not reflect the
performance. The Year 9s fought to the end
but due to injuries to key players they were
not able to hold off the opposition and
sadly conceded two late trys to lose the
game. 
There were some outstanding
performances from Parker boys. Just to

highlight a few; Rhys Tuppenney who was
impossible to stop until hurting his back in
a tackle; Harvey Mapstone who captained
the side leading by example and Josh
Crouch-Smith, Jack Kemsley and Darnell
Roscoe for fighting till the last whistle with
amazing tackles and attitude to the game.
The scorers of the trys were Rhys
Tuppenney, Harvey Mapstone, Josh Crouch-
Smith and Aiden Avery. 

Rugby- Outstanding performances
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Teenager Cancer Trust
and YMCA Unique
As part of the Year 10 PSHE
programme, we invited both the
Teenage Cancer Trust and YMCA
Unique to discuss their work with the
students.
YMCA Unique talked about issues
around young people and
homelessness. Students were
informed that homelessness in
Hastings is more than just ‘sleeping
rough’. It may mean couch surfing,
and moving from room to room. The
group discussed the reasons behind
why young people find themselves in
this situation and the possible
solutions.  Students were engaged
through the use of video clips of
individuals who have experienced
homelessness and the challenges
associated with it.
The second session led by the
Teenage Cancer Trust was to develop
students understanding of how
Teenage Cancer can affect the
individual and their families. The
focus was informing students on how
they could check for issues and
identify actions to get support.

Year 10 Ambassadors
visit Sussex Coast
College 
On Wednesday 24th January, Year 10
Ambassadors visited Sussex Coast
College to explore teaching and
learning; they observed lessons
within the Hair and Beauty suite and
Hospitality and Catering department.
They also experienced the airplane
cabin used for training on the Travel
and Tourism course and visited the
new recently opened University
Centre in Hastings.

We are absolutely delighted to have been
able to secure the funding in order to
provide every boy in the academy with a
set of study guides that are linked to
syllabus that they are studying. Year 7 & 8
have Maths, English and Science at Key
Stage 3, whilst years 9-13 have study guides
for all subjects they are studying. 
They will be of huge benefit to the
students- helping them to structure their
revision, supporting in-class learning and
developing the skill of applying knowledge

to examination questions in a variety of
different contexts. 
We have urged our boys to look after the
guides, write their notes on and in them
and bring them to every lesson. Very soon
our teachers will be setting learning
activities from them both in the lessons and
for homework.
To use the words of a very wise but humble
man ‘education is the most powerful
weapon which you can use to change the
world’- Nelson Mandela

Study Guides for all students
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On Wednesday 10th January, Ark William
Parker held a primary schools football
tournament which saw Ark Blacklands, Ark
Castledown and Ark Little Ridge pit their
footballing skills against each other. The
tournament was hosted and set up by the
young leaders of Ark William Parker, who
did everything that comes with hosting
such an event from designing the
tournament structure to refereeing the
games. All the children tried very hard in
their matches and were cheered on
enthusiastically by parents, supporters and
their fellow teammates.

The winner of the tournament was Ark
Blacklands Primary Academy.
Assistant Principal Darrel Barsby said “The
day was a huge success and saw all of the
young people involved having a great time
competing in the tournament. The children
showed off some great skills in their
matches and they should all be very proud
of themselves.
Ark William Parker would like to develop
further links with local primary schools and
we are very keen to hear from any local
primary schools wishing to get involved
with the sporting opportunities available.”

Primary Schools Tournament

visit our website for
more photos

SACRE Visit
On the 17th January the school was
visited by 2 members of the East
Sussex SACRE (Standing Advisory
Council on Religious Education). This is
the organisation that determines the
locally agreed syllabus for Religious
Education. Ark William Parker was
visited by Cllr Galley and Ms Lizzie
Coleman (a member of the Bahai
faith). The purpose of the visit is to
monitor and review the academy
provision for Religious Studies. During
their visit they also observed assembly
led by Mr Sully and explored the
delivery of SMSC within the academy.

Words. What are they? 
Words. What are they? I know it
might seem like a silly question, but
just think, what are words? On a
personal level, words are magic they
can forge alliances, start conflict or
even create love. For you see, words
are not mere sounds formed from
someone’s lips, words are the glue
that holds humanity together,
whether you speak English, Spanish,
Russian, Korean, Hindu or Arabic;
words give us our humanity, our
sentience. For example, you wouldn’t
butcher a talking pig, or stew a lamb
capable of speech, would you? It
wouldn’t feel right; it would feel
inhuman, for you would feel as if you
are taking an intelligent life. Words
separate intelligent beings from
‘dumb’ animals.
However, words can do so much
more, they spawn our hate; our love.
Words cause distinction, words create
hatred: racism, sexism, Islamophobia,
all of these problems, all of these
issues are the spawn of words. Words
which I am not comfortable to write,
that make the issues worse. Yet there
is still hope, words can solve these
issues, they can tend the wounds
they have formed. Words can be our
salvation or our damnation. So think
carefully on what you say! 
‘Words are, in my not so humble
opinion, our most inexhaustible
source of magic’ Albus Dumbledore

by Kieran Jones, Year 9



On Tuesday 16th January Ark William
Parker students took part in the Hastings
and Rother Sportshall Athletics competition
that was held at St Leonards Academy.
Seven schools from the local area brought
both a girls and a boys team to the event
which involved the students competing in
athletic running races and some field
events.
The Ark William Parker team made a strong
start by winning the obstacle relay and the
students went on to produce some
outstanding performances. After the results

had been counted up, the team finished
second and were only two points behind
the winning school. The team was made up
of Harry Medhurst, Harry Cooper, Ryan
Standen, Josh Colvin, Gabe Worely, Hayden
Hoxey, Leonardo Maso and Jules
Marchand.
Teacher Graham Morris said “The students
were a credit to the academy and produced
some outstanding performances. Sportshall
Athletics is an exciting event and although
the students were a little gutted to miss out
on 1st place by 2 points they were still very
proud to finish second.”

2nd place in Sportshall Athletics

My Potion
My potion is called the “Potion of
Knowledge”. It will give the
consumer all the information that
they desire. It contains a mixture of
wizard hair, powdered owl feathers
and elephant blood. It has been
created with positive intent,
however people have been known
to use it to gain an unfair advantage
over others. For example, a correct
way to use this potion would be to
find out who committed a certain
crime and to sentence them
appropriately. On the other hand,
one incidence of an incorrect use is
that someone could cheat GCSE
exams at school.

by Hayden Hoxey, Year 7
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Sussex Schools Cross
Country
A handful of Ark William Parker
students competed in the Sussex
Schools Cross Country event that
took place at Waterhall in Brighton
on Wednesday 17th January. The
course was extremely demanding
which included a hill that was so
steep the students were almost
climbing up it. 
In the Key Stage 3 race Luke Warren,
Calum Stoddart and Eric Bailey all
performed well and in the Key Stage
4 race George Christodoulou found
the course even more demanding as
they had to run a further 2km more
than Key Stage 3. 
In the Senior Girls event Kiera Aslett
secured an excellent seventh place,
resulting in her selection to represent
Sussex at an Inter Counties event. In
the Senior Boys event Ethan Hodges
ran a brilliant race to finish 21st and
an agonising one place from the top
20 and a place in the Sussex squad. 

Artist of the Month 
Bradly Sibanda, 
Year 10
Students were asked to create a portrait using charcoal.
This piece of work was inspired by Chuck Close, an
American painter, artist and photographer who achieved
fame as a photorealist, through his massive-scale
portraits. Year 10 student Bradly created this fine piece
of work using charcoal. 
Well done Bradly!

Year 11 District
Semi-Final
Well done to our Year 11 Football
team who got through to the semi-
final of the District Cup competition. 
They played against Cavendish in the
semi-final after achieving wins against
St Leonards Academy and St Richards
and a draw with Claremont.



Dance students from Ark 6th Form East
Sussex performed in a welcome ceremony
at Sandown Primary School.
The primary school has been hosting two
maths teachers from Shanghai for a
fortnight to showcase the Mastery
Approach to Maths teaching through a
Teacher Research group approach. 
To welcome the exchange teachers, the Ark

6th Form A level dancers and Year 5
Sandown pupils performed a dance
depicting the History of England through
the ages. 
The dance was choreographed by Ark 6th
Form teacher Elaine Vanner as part of the
ongoing community enrichment
programme with Ark Helenswood and
primary schools. 

A welcome performance by Ark
6th Form dancers

Year 10 Football team
demonstrate good
resilience 
The Year 10 football team were
defeated in the semi-final of the ‘B’
league district competition after
extra time away at Gildredge House.
In an even and competitive game the
score was goalless at half time,
despite having some chances we
were unable to convert and Kian
Epps made some good saves to keep
the opposition at bay. 
The second half was more open and
we took the lead after Terry Davies
converted from the penalty spot after
good work from Lewis Rushton. We
were unable to build on the lead and
Gildredge House converted a penalty
of their own. With almost the last
kick of the game Jack De Angelis hit
the cross bar which had it gone in
would of won the game. A slow start
to extra time enabled Gildredge
House to score two quick goals and
take the game away from us. Despite
this the boys demonstrated good
resilience and kept on trying to get
back into the game. Again we hit the
bar after a thunderous effort from
Lewis Rushton but Gildredge House
broke away and confirmed their
place in the final with another goal. 
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Sportshall Athletics  
On Thursday 25th January a team of
our Year 8 students took part in the
Hastings and Rother Sportshall
Athletics competition at St Leonards
Academy. Teams of girls and boys
from eight schools in the local area
attended the event and competed in
athletic running races and field
events. 
The William Parker team put in a
valiant performance demonstrating a
good attitude and resilience. The
team was made up of Jake Willard,
Callum Stoddart, Luke Badrock, Louis
Richardson, Alfie Gilbert, Corey
Hughes and Toby Hubble-Darkes. 

Students discuss
life with
Councillor  
Councillor Martin Clarke visited Ark
William Parker and met with Year 10
students Milo, Yousuf and Ollie. They
discussed their plans for the future, further
education after GCSEs and their interests
with him. They also talked about life at the
academy and touched upon politics.

House logo competition
One of the most recent House challenges was for students to design
a logo for each of their houses - Parker, Saxon and Saunders. 
Students had to work in small teams to produce a
design which they presented in front of their tutor
group. The winning design from each tutor
group was then put forward into the final
round and judged by each Head of House and
House Assistant Principal. 
One final design was chosen for each house and
the winning logos will now be used by Parker,
Saxon and Saunders. 

visit our website for more news and photos www.arkwilliamparker.org
www.facebook.com/williamparkeracademy



Give your views on Parent View
Parent View gives you the chance to say what you think about
your son’s school. By sharing your views, you’ll be helping us to

improve. You will also be able to see what other parents have said about Ark
William Parker Academy. Visit https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk

Ark William Parker Academy . Park Avenue . Hastings . East Sussex . TN34 2PG . Tel. 01424 439888 . Fax. 01424 448292

www.arkwilliamparker.org
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National Apprenticeship Week roadshow 
As National Apprenticeship Week is 5th to 9th March, East Sussex Council will
be holding two apprenticeship roadshows this month in partnership with
Apprenticeships in Sussex. 
Students, parents and carers will be able to meet local employees, training
providers and current apprentices at the roadshows and there will be panel
discussions on the different types of apprenticeships and levels available. 
The event details are:
• 5-7pm Employers and training provider stalls
• 5.30-6pm Traineeships and Apprenticeship talks
• 6.30pm-7pm Higher and Degree Apprenticeships talks
• Thursday 15th March - Eastbourne Town Hall, 5-7pm
• Wednesday 21st March - Stade Hall, Hastings, 5-7pm
For more information and to book, visit www.c360.org.uk/NAW2018

Villiers Park residential trip 
From the 5th to 7th February, Year 10 went on their
first visit to the Villiers Park residential centre in
Foxton, Cambridge. Over the 2 days students had to
prepare a presentation based on the idea of creating
their own university and campus with the mission
headline of ‘education, aspiration and achievement’. 

www.facebook.com/williamparkeracademy


