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Parents, Carers and Community Friends,

Welcome to the April edition of our newsletter. I hope

you will enjoy reading about the successes and

achievements of our students.

Our students have participated in a broad range of

activities, giving them a wide variety of experiences

that will support them in becoming well rounded

citizens so they can make positive contributions to

their communities. Included in this newsletter are just

a few of the varied events that took place last term -

sporting activities, trips, celebration assemblies,

charity fundraising, work experience and more!

I am delighted that we are able to offer such a varied

range of activities and I would like to thank all the

staff involved who make these events happen.

We are very busy preparing our students for their

impending Public Examinations. Our students are

showing great perseverance, determination and

commitment in order to achieve the results that they

so deserve in the Summer. We wish them the very

best of luck for a good set of papers and questions. 

Stephanie Newman

Principal
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Welcome

visit our website for more news and photos
www.arkwilliamparker.org

www.facebook.com/williamparkeracademy
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Dedicated Ark students were celebrated at
an inaugural award ceremony for the
Helenswood and William Parker Sports and
Arts bursaries.
The ceremony was attended by Rt Hon
Amber Rudd who awarded the successful
students with their bursaries.
Amber Rudd said, “I was delighted to be
invited to present scholarships to students
of Ark William Parker and Ark Helenswood
schools on Friday following their recent
launch of a new bursary programme to
recognise students that show dedication in
the Sports and the Arts.   
“It was a genuine pleasure to enjoy the
high standard of dancing and singing
performances by the students and the
excellent quality of the choreography.
Clearly it would have taken many hours of
dedicated practice by such enthusiastic
students and their teachers to achieve such
stunning results.” 
The afternoon was interspersed with music
and dance performances from Ark
Helenswood and William Parker students
who showcased their talents to the audience. 
Inspiring speeches from successful students
highlighted how the bursaries will help
them follow their passion and offered a
glimpse of potential future stars. 
Yvonne Powell, Executive Principal said “It
was a pleasure to be able to recognise

those students who show dedication and
outstanding commitment in the sports and
the arts. We hope that their bursaries will
help in supporting them in pursuing their
dreams.”

Amber Rudd MP presents
scholarships to students

Influential people
engage our students 
This academic year we have
partnered with Speakers for Schools
in order to have Business individuals
come in and speak to students about
what they do and why they do it. The
purpose is to engage our students
with influential people, who can
share inspiration on pursuing their
ambitions and broaden their
horizons; to put our students in touch
with careers and community business
partners so they gain an
understanding of their role in the
future of our communities. 
One of the visiting speakers was
Stephen Welton, Founder and Chief
Executive of BGF (Business Growth
Fund). BGF invests capital in
companies to support their growth -
£1.8bn invested in more than 260
companies, employing nearly 50,000
people, with annual sales of over
£6.3bn.
Stephen talked to students about
capital investment and growing
business through equity, looking at
the development of entrepreneurs in
the UK. Many companies seeking
investment say they want a different
kind of partner - someone to help
them scale up their business, without
taking control; to challenge them,
without driving them too hard, too
fast.
This is what BGF does!
Stephen posed the following
questions to students -
Could you be an entrepreneur?
Would anybody back you?
He then asked them to think about
the characteristics of a person who
would make a good entrepreneur,
whether an introvert, extrovert, a
person who is analytical or creative.
Students engaged with the talk and
asked interesting questions about
how capital investment works, they
also explored crowd funding and
bitcoin.



Basketball win for
Year 8 team  
Our Year 8 basketball team won their
first game of the season against 
St. Leonards. They opened up a good
lead from the beginning of the game
and ended up winning 22 points to
12. 

Straight after this game it was the
Year 10s turn to take on St Leonards.
Although they started well 
St Leonards showed their quality and
ran out 40 points to 8 winners. 

Well done to all those who
participated!

Our Year 10 football team won through to
their 3rd County Cup final in 4 years by
beating Bedes School 1-0 in the semi-final.
In glorious conditions Parker dominated the
first half both in terms of possession and
territory, however chances were sparse for
both teams. 
In the second half the game became more
open with more attempts on target for
both teams.  
En route to the final William Parker have
beaten Priory School, Uckfield, Claremont,
Durrington and now Bedes. They will face

either Hove Park, Ardingly College or
Dorothy Stringer school.
Coach Jimmy Elford said, “The boys were
amazing today, every player contributed to
this success. They showed great
determination to put right the defeat in last
year’s final and are hungry to become
County Champions this year”.
Squad: Craddock, Legg, Winters, Mapstone,
Skinner, L Warren (B Warren), Ward,
Palmer, Corke, Avery, Peacock; Cooper,
Roscoe, Cumber.
Read the full report on our website.

3rd County Cup final in 4 years!
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The Ark William Parker Year 9 team played The Hastings Academy and Robertsbridge in a 3
way basketball tournament and won!
Ark William Parker ran out comfortable winners with impressive victories over both teams. 
The tournament started with Parker versus Hastings which is always an interesting fixture
being a local derby. Parker won 35-0 and the score line reflects the outstanding
performances from our Year 9 team. 
Parker then went on to beat Robertsbridge 23-10 in another brilliant team performance to
win the overall tournament in fashionable style. 
Coach Roberto Martellini said “All of our year 9 students were fantastic and each student
contributed in scoring points for the team. Some stand out performers were Tyler Hinz and
Zac Bryant, however all students worked tirelessly in both games and it was a real team
effort that got us the overall win!”

3 way basketball tournament win

Year 10 Basketball
team win 24-17
Our Year 10 basketball team played
their first match of the season vs St
Richards on Wednesday 6 March and
won the match 24 points to 17. It
was an encouraging first display from
the team as they tried to implement
ideas and tactics from training into a
competitive situation. Bailey and
Ward led the way with 10 and 8
points respectively. 
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On the last morning of the Spring term,
students in Years 7 to 10 took part in various
sporting activities. They showed great
enthusiasm and team spirit as they participated
in Tug of War, Football, Basketball, Table tennis
and Dodgeball.

End of term sport

Rugby - Year 7s
finish in 2nd place
Our enthusiastic Year 7 rubgy team
fielded a strong side for their first 7 a
side rugby tournament, held at 
St. Richards on 21st March. The Year
7s started brilliantly with a big victory
over Claverham, unfortunately then
lost out narrowly to the eventual
winners St. Richards by one try. They
then went on to win their remaining
two games to finish in an impressive
2nd place. Some outstanding
performances from Shay Blinston,
Harry Rich, Joshua Thornton and
Joshua Timpson. 

Rugby - Year 8 
Our Year 8 rugby team were the first
team to play their annual 7 a side
rugby tournament, which was held at
Bexhill Academy on 18th March. The
Year 8s showed great determination
in their games, however the
opposition was very strong and we
ended up winning 1 out of 4 games.
There was some positive
performances from Alfie Dooner and
Archie Pinch. 

Well done boys!

Sports Event

visit our website for more
news and photos

www.arkwilliamparker.org

www.facebook.com/william
parkeracademy
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Year 7 and 8 students have completed a
project which linked their creative side to
the sporting arena. The Go Sketch Project,
organised by Future Proof CIC, helped
students by developing their artistic talents
alongside learning new skills within a
particular sport - in this case, Golf. Shaun
Creasey from Cooden Beach Golf Club ran
the sessions in conjunction with Mr Morris,
PE Teacher and Careers Lead at our school,
and Tom Hall from Future Proof CIC who
managed the project. 
The artistic side of the course, involved
designing a logo using different phrases
from the golfing world and the creation of a
character and team name to print onto a 

t-shirt. Bandit Blast and the Parker Eagles
were the names that were chosen. From
the golfing side of the project, students
were able to learn and practise the
different skills involved in golf and develop
their putting and chipping skills. 
The students attended sessions, delivered
in partnership with Natwest who helped
fund the course, where they learnt about
budgeting and different types of bank
cards. They also developed their marketing
skills by investigating the different ways
that they could encourage more students
into the game of golf.
At the final session, students were given
the opportunity to visit Cooden Beach Golf
Club to compete against each other in a
small skills challenge; they also received
their printed t-shirts and golf clubs. 
Graham Morris said. “The course was a
great success. The students were fully
engaged throughout the project and
enjoyed every minute. Some of them have
joined one of the local golf clubs and a few
are now considering studying Art as one of
their GCSE subjects in the future.”
Tom Hall said. “We were really pleased
with how the group engaged in all aspects
of the project. The original designs created
by the students were great and it was
interesting to see how they responded to
the enterprise and budgeting tasks that

were brought in by NatWest. The
enterprise session aimed at getting more
young people playing golf was really
insightful and brilliant to see creative
thinking in action.”
Shaun Creasey said, “I’m really pleased the
students enjoyed the project and great
seeing the polo shirts and clubs for
presentation. The Go Sketch Project at Ark
William Parker Academy, in association
with The Golf Foundation and Future Proof,
has enabled a group of students to learn
the fundamentals of the game of golf. Over
the past 8 weeks the students have
engaged in developing their techniques and
hitting more consistent golf shots as well as
improving their putting skills, hopefully, this
will encourage the students to develop
their golf games further.”
Year 7 student comments:
James said, “I thought it was a great
programme and it made me better at golf.
My drawings and art skills are getting
better because of the Go Sketch part of the
programme.”
Alfie said, “I thought that is was a very fun
experience and it has got me more
interested in golf and design.”

Go Sketch and Golf - a novel idea!

SportsHall Athletics -

Year 8 win and Year 7
finish in 2nd place
On Tuesday 22 January, Year 7
students competed in the Hastings
and Rother SportsHall Athletics
competition that was held at St
Leonards Academy. 

The event comprised of several races
where the students ran end to end
rebounding from a board that was
placed against the wall. They also
took part in some field events which
included shot putt, standing long
jump and speed bounce.

The team produced some excellent
performances finishing second
behind St Leonards Academy. 

Year 8 students took part in the same
competition which took place on
Thursday but this time it was the turn
of the Year 8s to take the stage. 

Last year they finished 2 points
behind St Richards but after some
outstanding performances, they
managed to turn the tide and win the
event by 5 points. 

Well done to all the participants!

visit our website for more
news and photos

www.arkwilliamparker.org

www.facebook.com/william
parkeracademy
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Year 10 students were given with the opportunity to
gain valuable work experience at businesses in the
local area.  With the help of funding from the
Hastings Opportunity Area, 63 students participated
in a week that enabled them to gain an insight of the
world of work. 
The students worked and carried out a variety of
tasks at businesses across a range of different
sectors including construction, retail, leisure and
sport. They were able to gain and develop several
employability skills such as communication,
teamwork, organisation, being reliable and problem
solving. 
Mr Morris, the school’s Careers Lead, who organised
the work experience said “The week was a real
success; it was great to see our students gain new
skills and get a feel of what it is like to be in a job. 
“During the week, we visited our students in their
places of work; the feedback from the employers
was extremely positive with many saying that the
students were a real credit to the school.
“On behalf of the school and the students, I would
like to thank all of the employers who hosted the
students.”
A spokesman for Marshall Tufflex said “We are
delighted that both Ollie and Alex found the
experience rewarding and helped them gain a
greater awareness of the working world. Both were a
delight to work with, their engagement and
contribution during their week with us helped make
the whole experience a successful one for all.” 
Student Jack said “My work experience was one of
the best school experiences that I have had. As a
year 10 student, it is best to know what career you
want to do after school and work experience helps
you to get an idea of these career choices. This was
an experience not to be missed.”
Tom said “Work experience was a massive change
for me. I worked with an engineering business and
had longer hours. I have learnt many new skills that I
probably wouldn’t have been able to learn in class. It
has helped me to realise what the real world is like
and has prepared me for my future.”

Valuable experience
at local businesses

visit our website for the full story and
more photos



Twenty Year 10 students were given the opportunity to visit the new London offices of
Bloomberg. Bloomberg is an American company which is owned by Mike Bloomberg, the
9th richest person in the world, and delivers business and market news, data, analysis and
video to the world, featuring stories from Businessweek and Bloomberg news. 
The students were given a presentation by two of the leading journalists in the company
about what the company does and how and what is reported. 
The students were given a tour of the
brand new offices which took 10
years to build at a cost of £1bn. They
were amazed at how ‘state of the art’
the building was and the innovations
used when they designed the
building. 
The students were amazed by the
many different roles that Bloomberg
offers - they even have their own
Marine Biologist! 
Mr Morris said, “It was a great
opportunity for the students to see
what it would be like to travel and
work in London. The students were
also able to gain a real insight into
how a highly successful company
functions. I hope this trip will have
inspired some of them to think ‘big’
when looking at what job to do in the
future.”
Student Jack said, “The trip itself was
an interesting day out. It was nice to
see what goes on in the company and
how they actually create the news.
Personally, something I found
interesting was the amount of effort
they put in to be an eco-friendly and
respected company.”
Student Aaron said, “I found it very
interesting learning about the
company. It was also good to learn
about different parts of journalism.”
Student John said, “There was nice
food, the building was really cool and
the tour was amazing. It was fun
hearing about the company itself; the
Roman artefacts that were found
when building the offices and also
about the Roman temple that is in
the basement”.

Trip to the new 
Bloomberg offices
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Students question
Radio 1 DJs and
authors Greg James
and Chris Smith 
Five Year 7 students attended the
Get Hastings Reading Event and came
up with some really fantastic
questions to ask BBC stars Greg
James and Chris Smith. 

Our students were really impressed
with how Greg and Chris could hold
down a job on the radio and write so
many children’s books at the same
time. Not only did our boys get to ask
both Greg and Chris lots of
interesting questions, they also
received their own signed copy of
their latest book along with other
goodies. 

Congratulations to George Moon,
Charlie Potter-Brown, James
Roderick, Jasem Ferkioui and Gregor
Muggridge who were excellent
ambassadors for our school! 

visit our website for more
news and photos

www.arkwilliamparker.org

www.facebook.com/william
parkeracademy



Thirty-five Year 10 students took part the Home and
Away programme organised by the University of
Brighton. The programme aims to give students a
taste of two different universities, one local and one
a little further afield – the first visit was ‘Away’ to
the University of Surrey.
After a tour of the campus, the boys took part in a
variety of interactive activities and gained valuable
insight into what university life is like; they attended
a business session where they had to think of a
product that would fill a gap in the market; they had
a taste of what it would be like to be a vet and used
teddies and dummies to bandage and treat dogs.
These students will make the ‘Home’ visit in July to
the University of Brighton to gain experience of
what life at a different university is like.
Student Jack said, “I learned a lot about how a
university works. I enjoyed doing the vet activity and
having the chance to come up with a new idea for a
product.” Full story and photos on our website

Home and Away
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Hip-Hop artist
Feed’Em performs at
Easter assembly
Students had the opportunity to
participate in a special end of term
Easter themed assembly with hip-hop
rapper Feed’Em.
Our students thoroughly enjoyed the
assembly and joined in the dancing
and rapping with great enthusiasm!

Students in Year 8 and Year 9 took part in fun and engaging activities delivered by the
University of Brighton. Year 8 students played The University Game, which looks at giving
students an insight into what university is like. It looks at the types of skills that you will
gain but also aims to dispel some of the myths about university. 
Year 9 students took part in Fresher’s Fortune, which is another interactive game that
gives students a greater understanding of student life. 

Fresher’s Fortune and Uni game



Students learnt about the risks associated with
underage drinking when they watched ‘Smashed’, a
hard-hitting and emotive theatrical production.
The drama told the story of two 16 year olds,
‘sporty’ Michelle and ‘academic’ Scott, and 17 year
old ‘NEET’ Lee.
The engaging performance highlighted issues
around underage drinking and how others may
influence young people. It gave information of how
many young people are hospitalised each year due
to alcohol misuse. Our students were surprised that
this exceeds 5000 young people a year.
The powerful presentation also explained the
physical, psychological and social effects of alcohol
such as hydration, short term memory loss, cirrhosis
and crime. We hope it will help our students have
the confidence and knowledge to stand up to peer
pressure and understand the facts, causes and risks
of alcohol misuse. The full story is on our website.

The risks of underage drinking!
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Brilliant Club
Congratulations are due to six Year 9
students who have successfully
completed the “Uni Pathways”
programme, organised by the
Brilliant Club. This has involved
writing a university level dissertation
on a research topic in the biological
sciences. They are - William Barbary,
Marco Duraku, Saheed Hannan,
Harley Hughes, Jamhur Khan and
Raghav Mehta.

Artist of the
Month
Archie Baker,
Year 7
Archie Baker is artist of the
month. 
His self portrait is a
response to the work of
Chuck Close, an American
artist who often paints
abstract portraits of himself
and others.
Well done Archie!

The Last Day
Stepping out into the cold fresh air.
Children begging to sign your shirt
before we leave.
Pens getting used “we will miss you”
some would say.
Scents of sharpy and permanent
markers getting used as we speak.
Emotion everywhere some sad some
happy.
I gasped and fell on the green grass.
I’m lucky I’m not in a cast.
“I will miss you they would say”
The final bell went then I said my
final “good day”.

A poem about the last day at primary
school by Charlie, Year 7
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A group of 37 students and staff visited Ypres for 3
days on a History and Religious Studies trip to
explore WW1 Battlefields and the concepts of peace.
They also laid a wreath at the Menin Gate.
On the first day, the group travelled to Belgium and
visited Lijssenthoek Cemetery and Langemark
Cemetery. They went on to the Memorial Museum
at Passchendaele where students walked through a
replica trench and experienced what it would have
been like for the young men at war.
They attended the ceremony of the Last Post at the
Menin Gate where the current Head Boy and
another Year 11 student, dressed in full school
uniform, laid the wreath that had been situated at
our school memorial for those lost during WW1 from
Ark William Parker. 
The next stop was a visit to the local chocolate shop
- no visit to Belgium can be done without visiting the
‘Leonidas’ chocolate shop.
After a busy day the group checked into Ypres Lodge; at
this point they were incredibly hungry and thoroughly
enjoyed an evening meal of chicken and chips!
On the second day the group travelled to the Somme
for a full day itinerary. They visited Beaumont Hamel
Newfoundland Memorial Park and Sheffield
Memorial Park where the Pals memorial is situated.
This greatly affected the students as they realised
that these groups of young men, friends like they
are, went off together to fight the war - many of
whom did not return. They also visited Thiepval
Memorial, Ulster Memorial Tower, Thiepval Wood,
Mill Road Cemetery Lochnagar Crater, Delville Wood
and Canadian Memorial in Vimy Ridge.
In the evening the group enjoyed a meal of Spaghetti
Bolognese in Ypres and returned to their hotel for
games of pool. Each night the boys challenged their
teacher, Mr Stinson, with not much success on their
part - leaving them wondering if they had been hustled!
On the final day, check-out time was very busy at the
hotel with everyone ensuring rooms were emptied,
beds cleaned and all belonging packed up. On the
way home, the return trip included an interactive
visit to Flanders Museum where each student
received a wrist band that allowed them to access
the materials of different exhibits and a visit to Tyne
Cot Cemetery, the largest of all the cemeteries
where even today they are still laying bodies to rest.
Student Toby said “This was an interesting trip and it
has made me enthusiastic about studying history
further – I hope to go on the Krakow trip.”
Jack said “I was able to find two graves that are linked
to my family this was important to remember the lost,
but even more so as it was a family member.”

WW1 experience at
Ypres

visit our website for more photos



Year 9 and 10 students watched a
powerful ‘County Lines’ performance,
the aim of which was to raise their
awareness around gang culture and
peer influence.
The play specifically addressed the
‘County Lines’ drug trafficking model
that sees vulnerable young people
targeted by organised groups and
gangs to groom, trick, trap and
manipulate them into trafficking drugs
and sometimes weapons. It
demonstrated to students how an
individual might find themselves
involved in criminal activity, run by
gangs.
During the performance students saw
how two characters were influenced
by another in order for them to be
paid monies as ‘runners’ to carry
drugs. It then looked at how this could
quickly escalate into debt and other
criminal activities such as knife crime.
Teacher Collette Iglinski said, “Year 9
and 10 students were chosen to
watch this production as they have
also been involved in the ‘know
knives’ project. The aim of both these
projects is to raise student’s
awareness so they can recognise risky
behaviours and avoid getting into
difficult situations. We would like to
thank Alter Ego Creative Solutions for
their powerful, engaging and
informative production.”
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County Lines - A powerful
performance!

Fundraising for 
St. Michael’s Hospice
Saxon House took part in a variety
of events in order to raise money
and awareness for St. Michael’s
Hospice’s Yellow Week. 
Saxon 6 completed a Basketball 3
pointer challenge where students
had to attempt to score from
beyond the three-point line in order
to win a prize.
Saxon 7 students paid their way in
to the foam pit, where students had
to donate money in order to jump in
to the pit.
Saxon 8, who raised just over £30,
took part in the first ever ‘Cannon
Your Tutor’ event where students
donated money in order to kick a
ball at Mr Martellini who was bent
over in the goal.
Saxon 2 held a bingo event which
was enjoyed by all of the students.
This academic year, Saxon House is
supporting St Michael’s Hospice  as
their House Charity and these
events raised nearly £60.00. It was
fantastic to see the generosity and
enthusiasm of the students during
these events. 



Year 10 students had the great
opportunity to take part in the
“Game Changer”, an initiative from
the Food Teachers Centre to make
students more aware of Game food.
Pheasants were donated to the
school for students to prepare and
cook, allowing them to increase
their knowledge of game and
develop high skills for practicals.
Teacher Jenny O’Connor said “We
are thrilled and excited to
participate in this project; the
engagement and enthusiasm from
our students has been incredible.
It’s wonderful that a new
generation will understand game
and know how to cook it.
“With the new exam courses,
students have to demonstrate high-
level skills, such as preparing meat.
They are expected to understand
how animals are reared and
prepared so this project is perfect
for them. Students also learn about
the contribution of seasonal, local
and nutritious foods to modern and
traditional British cuisine. Some of
them have never seen a pheasant
before, let alone cooked one!
“In the past, a lack of ingredients
prevented students from cooking
game. So hopefully this programme
will allow thousands more
youngsters to cook with it and give
them the chance to try some new
recipes.”
After all their hard work preparing,
cooking and washing up, the
aspiring young chefs had time to sit
down and enjoy eating their
pheasant dishes.
Student Ethan said “I’m cooking a
pheasant for my family on Friday so
this is a great opportunity to learn
how to prepare it. This is really
good practice for my practical
exams.”
Taste of Game and The Food
Teachers Centre launched in June
and it has already engaged with
more than 200 schools.

Trying a
different
type of
‘Game’
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Ark William Parker joined other schools at a presentation
event at St. Richards Catholic College in Bexhill to
announce the winner of the 1066 Schools’ book award. 
Each year four books are chosen which students from
local schools read and review. This year’s winning book
was ‘The Red Ribbon’ by Lucy Adlington, a beautiful tale
of friendship, kindness and love within the harrowing
camp of Auschwitz-Birkinau. 
St. Richards students opened the event and this was
followed by a student from each of the participating
schools reading an excerpt from one of the shortlisted
books. 
Our students were a credit to the Academy - Sam Tomlin
represented Ark William Parker and did a fantastic job
reading an excerpt from ‘The 1,000 year old boy.’ 
Thank you to St. Richards for hosting the event and well
done to all those who took part - It was a great evening!

1066 Book Awards

Faith . Perseverance . Respect . Achievement

Students from Ark 6th Form and Ark Helenswood Academy joined forces to combat evil
forces, zombies and criminals in their annual musical. The Monster Mystery Show was an
original comedy musical featuring a range of unusual characters and a string of top hits.
With live music and dancing, and outstanding acting and singing, the show was enjoyed by
parents and students across the town and once again lived up to the high expectations of
performing arts at the academy.
This was an outstanding event which united staff and students across the whole academy.
We are proud of the high standards our students consistently achieve and the wide range
of creative opportunities available to our students. Well done to all involved.

A monster musical hit!

Year 9 Photography 
The images below are the Year 9
photo response to Barbara Kruger, an
American artist whose work consists
of black and white photographs
overlaid with captions. They were
created by Jenson Pethig and Owen
Mitchel Davies.

Well done boys!

visit our website for more
news and photos

www.arkwilliamparker.org

www.facebook.com/william
parkeracademy



On 7th March, staff and students celebrated World Book Day at Ark William Parker with a
World Book Day Swap Shop. Students and staff were encouraged to bring in books they
have read and swap them at the event which was held in the library.
Librarian Kimbley Firth said “I would like to thank our Junior Librarians who helped with
this event; this was a great opportunity to broaden students experiences of different
authors and great stories.
“We also celebrated World Book Day around the school; staff put a picture and an excerpt
of their favourite book outside their classroom doors enabling students to see all the
different reading habits of our staff.”

‘Book Swap’ on World Book Day

Give your views
on Parent View

Parent View gives you the chance to say
what you think about your son’s school.
By sharing your views, you’ll be helping
us to improve. You will also be able to
see what other parents have said about
Ark William Parker Academy. Visit
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk
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Ark Alexandra update
The Ark Alexandra Academy logo was
developed following a number of
student workshops and a staff and
student vote. 
The elements that make up the new
logo draw on the heritage of both
Helenswood and William Parker as well
as encapsulating the Cinque Ports. Two
intertwining vines represent the two
schools coming together as one,
incorporating the maple leaves from
Helenswood’s logo and two lime leaves
- depicting the two lime trees planted
at the opening of Alexandra Park.
This is an elegant logo which is
reflective of our heritage and
represents a new beginning for our
school.
Our new House names will be:
Saunders – named after James
Saunders, one of the founders of
William Parker.
Parker – William Parker School traces
its origin to the bequest of the rector
of All Saints’ parish, Reverend William
Parker, in 1619. 
Clarke – named after Miss Nellie
Clarke, one of the first headmistresses
of Helenswood School, also known as
Hastings High School for Girls, which
opened in the mid-late 1800’s.
Turing – named after Alan Turing who
was a former Hastings resident until
the age of 14, code breaker and one of
the greatest figures of the 20th
Century. 
Blackwell – named after Elizabeth
Blackwell, a British physician, notable
as the first woman on the Medical
Register of the General Medical
Council. She was a pioneer in
promoting the education of women in
medicine. 

Ark William Parker Academy
would like to congratulate all
the young people who took part
in the Hastings Half Marathon
and Mini-run, which included
our students - Ben Hobson,
Bobby Salmon, Ethan, Logan
Woodhurst and Shain Barker. 
Year 7 student Logan, ran the
2km in 9 minutes 57 seconds
and said “My aunt wanted to
run the Half Marathon, so I
decided to take part too as I run cross
country at school. I also wanted to help
people and raise money for St Michaels
Hospice - so far I have raised over £100. 
“There were over 160 young people in the
run and I finished in the top 20. As I headed
towards the finish line, I saw a girl who was
struggling so I gave her encouragement by
telling her to keep going and that she could
do it – and she did! When I saw my dad, I
sprinted across the finish line!
“I like running and enjoyed the experience
of taking part; I really appreciated the
support and encouragement of the

spectators and best of all – getting over the
finish line. I am looking forward to taking
part next year and I’m thinking about doing
it carrying my brother in the army piggy
back style!”
Year 9 student Ben, who finished in 6th
place in 6 minute 45 seconds, said “I run
cross country at school and I’m also in
Hastings Athletics Club. I have been training
hard in the last few months and really
enjoyed taking part. The best bit was
getting over the finish line! I want to take
part in a National race soon and I also aim
to run in the longer Half Marathon in 2
years time.”

Hastings
Marathon
runners!



The end of term ended with
special House assemblies which
celebrated the achievements of
our students. Students were
presented with Easter eggs of all
sizes and looked very happy to
receive them.
Prizes were also presented to the
winners of the raffle and the
winner of the sweet jar
competition.
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