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Welcome
Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been a busy term and one where we have
seen so much success across the Academy. Our
Year 7 football team won the Sussex Schools
County Cup and both the Year 7 and Year 10 teams won the South East
Sussex District Schools Cup. Students were treated to a celebratory
breakfast following their success and they were keen to talk about their
respective victories as well as their plans to compete in competitions
further afield in the future. Both the athletics team and basketball team
performed extremely well in their respective competitions and are to be
congratulated on their effort and determination.  

Off the sports field, a group of students braved freezing conditions as they
completed their Duke of Edinburgh expedition; an outstanding programme
offered to both Ark William Parker and Ark Helenswood students. All
students who took part passed the expedition section of the course and we
wish them every success as they complete their final presentations in order
to pass the full award.  

Recently, a group of Year 7 students had the opportunity to visit Ark Little
Ridge and Ark Blacklands Primary Schools to talk to the Year 6 students
who will be joining us in September. The boys were able to give the
students an insight into life at ‘big school’ and reassure them that it’s a
great experience. More visits are planned over the coming weeks in the
lead up to the three Year 6 transition days in July when we welcome our
new boys to Ark William Parker. 

Students in Years 7-10 had their first experience of our new Enrichment
Programme which will be launched in September for all year groups, giving
boys the opportunity to develop skills outside the traditional classroom
environment. Students were able to choose from a range of activities
including golf, weight training, T-shirt printing, poetry, engineering and
music as well as a number of house competitions in football, basketball,
badminton and table tennis. The feedback from both students and staff
was overwhelmingly positive and a second enrichment afternoon is
planned for next half term when there will be an opportunity for students
to take part in activities that they may not normally have a chance to
participate in, for example, archery and fencing More information about
this exciting programme will be available later in the term.  

The house system is at the heart of everything we do at Ark William Parker
and we are  delighted to be reintroducing house ties from September as
well as a new house PE kit for our four houses; Parker, Saxon, Saunders
and Becket. Further information will be available on the academy website
in the coming weeks.  

The exam season has started well and students have already taken a
number of GCSE and A Level examinations. Revision continues after the
holiday and we wish all students much success at this critical time in their
education.  

Finally, I wanted to inform you of the introduction of a weekly Principal’s
surgery which gives parents and carers a regular opportunity to
communicate their views on the Academy and discuss any aspect of school
life. If you would like to attend one of these sessions, I would ask that you
contact Jo Vallely at the Academy to make an appointment so that sessions
can be managed effectively.

May I take this chance to thank you for your ongoing support. I have very
much enjoyed my first term as the new Principal at Ark William Parker and
look forward to another successful term.

With best wishes

Terry Kelly,
Principal

Year 7s talked to Year 6s
in local primary schools

”

“
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My name is Paddy and I went to Silverdale
Primary Academy.
At Ark William Parker we have amazing
facilities, whether that’s sport, science, maths
or food tech. 
We even have a library with six computers to
do homework. We have a gymnastics centre
with a spring floor, a foam pit where there is a
trampoline track and a spring track, we also
have an indoor football area. We even have an
athletics track, long jump and sand pits along
with other things to do with athletics. There
are many after school clubs that you can
attend including: athletics, football, basketball
and many more. There are different teams for
sport which you can join, but remember to try
your hardest to get in. 
All the teachers are very supportive and will
help you as much as they can to get to the
best level. 

My name is Jack. I went to Ark Little Ridge
Academy.
Moving schools may seem like a big step but it
really isn’t. The only big step is changing class,
which is easy. We often run clubs such as PE
clubs, music clubs and many more. Our
teachers are amazing, they support you
through the ups and downs of your secondary
school career. We have a system called
‘BRIDGE’ here. ‘BRIDGE’ is a behaviour system
that aims to give you great prizes for
exemplary work. It all starts with one point.
The prizes range from a pencil case and
equipment, to a gift card for anything you
want. We have BRIDGE badges that show how
many BRIDGE points we have. Our classrooms
and teachers are aimed to nurture you at the
highest level.

My name is Sonny. My primary school was in
Orpington.
My first day at school was really scary and I
didn’t have any friends because I came from
another area.
I started to achieve my targets and settled in
quickly.
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Congratulations to our Year 7 football team
who were crowned Sussex County
Champions after beating Durrington School
(Worthing) in the final at Lancing F.C. 
The Team had already overcome challenges
from Hove Park, The Regis School,
Blatchington Mill, Dorothy Stringer and
Warden Park prior to facing Durrington.
Captain Benn Ward led the team out under
floodlights on the excellent 3G surface.
Parker dominated the game against tough
opponents who tried gamely to play to
their strengths, a quick, strong and tall
forward. He was excellently marshalled by
Freddie Legg and Spencer Winters. This,
with Joe Skinner protecting the defence,
formed a solid basis for many Parker
attacks, Alfie Peacock ran his socks off as he
played up front alone in a 3-4-1 formation.
After several chances, Benn Ward scored a
trademark goal, breaking into the box to
unleash a powerful shot into the bottom
corner of the goal. At half time Parker went
in one nil to the good. 
Durrington started the second half
determined to play long balls forward to
their striker, but Jamal Palmer intercepted
many of these passes and kept Durrington
at arm’s length, guarding goalkeeper Cody
Craddock. Ward was orchestrating play
from midfield. One of his excellent forward
passes found the impressive Nathan Corke
who unleashed an unstoppable shot which
hit both the far post and the near post
before crossing the line, this gave Parker
the cushion their nerves needed.
Durrington did manage a late consolation

despite Legg’s best efforts on the goal line.
Other unnamed members of the Team
were; Jamal Lubanga, Harvey Mapstone,
Luke Warren, Ollie Hull and Joe Stanley.
Benn Ward, who was thrilled to be awarded
Man of the Match, said “There was a really
great atmosphere at the match. We are the
Champions!”
Ollie Hull and Cody Craddock said “We felt
happy and proud of the whole team and
how far we have come.”
Alfie Peacock said, “I felt like a professional
footballer walking onto the pitch” and Harvey
Mapstone said, “It made me feel good
because all the parents were cheering.”
Coach Jimmy Elford said, "Organisers and
staff were impressed with the way the
team played together; they played for each
other and not for themselves; as a team
they worked really hard and supported
each other to achieve a fantastic result."

Unbeaten team crowned Sussex County Champions

Champions - again!
Our Year 7 football team have good reason
to celebrate - they have been declared
champions for a second time after winning
the final of South East Sussex Schools
District Cup. They beat Bishop Bell 6-0 at
Lewes FC; Alfie Peacock scored 3 goals and
Benn Ward, Jamal Lubanga and Harvey
Mapstone all got one each.
This local title completes the double win
and adds to their Sussex County Cup title.
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Geography field trip 
On the 18th May, Year 10 GCSE
Geography students went to Hastings
Country Park to complete the field
work element of their controlled
assessment.

Students were looking for evidence
of management of a honeypot site to
assess the detrimental impacts of
visitors as you move away from the
carparks and visitor centre.

Using the technical geography
equipment of the range poles,
clinometers, tape measures and
rulers they were able to assess the
damage done to managed and non-
managed footpaths.

They looked at the area to complete
an environmental impact assessment.

The number of visitors was also
recorded on the day to see how
visits can lead to damage.

The field trip allowed our students to
develop an understanding of how we
can impact on the environment that
we want to visit. They can also
identify successful ways to manage
the environment.

It was a very wet morning and one
student commented, “Despite the
weather not being the best, it was
really good to get out of the
classroom and look at the impacts on
the local environment that people
can have.”
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The Hastings and Rye MP, Amber Rudd,
visited the Academy to speak with Year 10
and sixth form students about her role as
MP as well as her government role as
Secretary of State for Energy and Climate
Change.
The session began with Amber detailing her
weekly goings-on in the House of Commons
and within her Department. She explained
that she attends Cabinet each week along
with her thirty-one other colleagues,
including the Prime Minister. Cabinet is
where Ministers get an opportunity to
present and discuss various ideas relating
to each government department.
The students were quizzing the MP for over
an hour, and as time went on, more and
more of them got involved to talk about
issues that they hold in high regard.
Collette Iglinski, PSHRE Coordinator said,
“As part of their GCSE Citizenship, students
have undertaken a project to review how
poverty impacts on education; part of this
involves interviewing individuals with

influence to explore their understanding of
the issue. Students interviewed Amber
Rudd MP in order to develop their
understanding of how the government is
trying to raise standards for students in the
UK and in the wider global community.”
Amber commented, “I am thankful to Ark
William Parker for inviting me to speak with
such an engaging group of young adults, on
a range of different issues. It is always nice
for me to engage with all of my
constituents. The group of students were
clearly strong individuals whom are all
politically engaged, with some of them
wanting to pursue their own political
careers. I wish all of the students in
Hastings and Rye, all the best and good luck
with upcoming exams!”

Students enthusiastically quiz
Hastings MP

The sixth form and Year 11 attended assemblies led by David
Hinton, a former student of the school. David talked to the
students about the significance of their exams; he explained to
them that while at the school he had not been as focussed as he
could have been. Since then, however, he has established a
recruitment agency and everyday he reads CVs where he has to
support individuals to reach employment. This has led to a
reflection on the importance of wanting to achieve the best that
you can while at school - which was the message he brought to Year 11.
In a few weeks time David will be coming in to lead a lesson in Citizenship with Year 10 to
help them understand how to run campaigns and get their message across as part of their
GCSE controlled assessment tasks.

To sign up to Ark William Parker’s alumni community, please visit:
https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student/williamparker

Alumni
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A close finish for our
athletics team
On Monday 16th May, students
represented the academy at the
County round of the English Schools’
Track and Field Cup which was held
at the K2 Stadium in Crawley.
Students from Years 9 and 10 took
part in the team competition where
each athlete competed in 2 events.
Each athlete could only take part in
two events: one track and one field
event; one track and the relay or one
field event and the relay. The results
from these events were turned into
points which were combined to make
a total score for the team at the end
of the competition. 

Our team finished a creditable third
and was only 2 points behind second
place. There were some outstanding
performances and all of the students
represented the academy in an
impeccable way.

The team consisted of the following
students: Sam Kamara, Finlay Rolfe,
Harry Burton, Liam Byford, Czarek
Perlikowski, Rhys Brown, Ryan
Morrisey, Dan Jukes, Euan Atkins,
Richard Pink, Tom Smith, Liam Hide,
Dylan Bolton and Charlie Hayler.

Year 11 Basketball
The Year 11 basketball team played a
friendly game against Hastings
Academy on 9th May. 

The team played really well with a
close win at 35 to 34. Tyler Smith was
the man of the match.

We are thrilled at the achievement of our
Year 10 football team; they were declared
champions after winning the final of the
District Cup.
After a hard fought game at the Dripping
Pan (Lewes FC) on a warm, sunny afternoon
the boys dug deep to prevail winners,
defeating Lewes Priory 3-1. Czarek
Perlikowski put Parker ahead half way
through the first half only for Priory to
equalise soon after. 
A formation change at half time tightened
things up and an absolute screamer of a
goal from Harry Burton put Parker 2-1 up.
All the squad worked extremely hard in the
second half, putting their bodies on the line
as Priory attacked over and over again,
Euan Atkins in goal making a couple of
great saves. The game was wrapped up
with a counter attacking 3rd, Harry Burton
neatly slotting the ball away with his left
foot. Cheers were loud at the end of the
game as the boys celebrated a superb end
to the season. 
A jubilant Mr Morgans said, “I’m delighted
for the team, they dug deep today and
deserved the win. They have played some
much improved football throughout the
season and this is a fine reward for their
efforts. A mention must be given for the
boys that have contributed to the season as
well, not just those playing in the final. Let’s
hope it sets us up for more success next
year!”
Final Squad: Euan Atkins, Harry Burton,
Charlie Lambert, Will Stonham, Dan Hull,
Sam Kamara, Matt Andrews, Nathan
Bradley, Kian McDonagh, Finlay Rolfe,
Czarek Perlikowski, Liam Papuha, Taylor
Norton, Tom Foster.

Ade Olorunda, Assistant
Principal said, “We are really
pleased to be celebrating
the achievements of our
Year 10 and Year 7 football
teams who have won the

District and County Cups. The boys have put
in a lot of effort, worked well together and
shown great team spirit.” 
“We want to support our students to aspire
and achieve their full potential. The well-
being of our students can be enhanced
through sport and enrichment activities
which encourages team building and
exercise. In September, Ark William Parker
Academy will be teaming up with Super
Stitch 86 to launch our House system and
promote participation in more events. We
look forward to a very exciting future for
sport at Ark William Parker Academy.”

Year 10 team are District Cup
Champions

A celebration breakfast with the Principal

visit our website for more
news and photos

www.arkwilliamparker.org



Super Sixes athletics 
The Year 7 boys combined with the
girls from Ark Helenswood finished
3rd in the Super Sixes athletics event
held at SLA, the students performed
well and all took part in a track and
field event. Well done to Joe, Skinner,
Ethan Salmon, Jamal Lubango, Alfie
Peacock and Jamal Palmer.

Year 7 cricket
The Year 7 cricket team played their
first hard ball match of the season
against Bexhill Academy. Ark William
Parker batted first and were able to
post 30 on the score board; losing
wickets at regular intervals meant we
only batted 12 of our allotted 20 and
had we used more overs we would
have added more runs to our score.
Some tight bowling and fielding
restricted the opposition as we took
wickets through but not enough to
stop Bexhill reaching the target in the
13th over. 

Basketball team 
remain undefeated
Our Year 11 basketball team played
their final game at home on 23rd
May. They beat Hastings Academy
55-54 in the friendly match and
remain undefeated. The boys played
really well and came back from a
nineteen point deficit to win in the
last three minutes! 
Petris was the man of the match. 

Well done!

Aspire . Achieve . Succeed

As part of our Church Schools status we
were one of the first schools to trial a new
“experiential learning” activity called OPEN.
This was done with a Year 8 and a Year 11
group (giving the Year 11s a much needed
break in their revision lessons).
The session was led by Angela Smith
Diocesan RE Advisor. Students arrived to
find Army style munitions cases in the
classroom. They were led through a
sequence of activities which very much
meant they had to engage with listening
techniques. Students were issued with
individual i-pods which took them through
a sequence of tasks looking at items in red
numbered sacks.
This was an opportunity for students to
engage in an enrichment development of
Christian key beliefs and values.
Comments from students were: 
Harry Piper, “The OPEN session asked me
to listen to an account of a mother
explaining that her child had died due to
the Yorkshire Ripper and that she was
ready to forgive this person. This was

difficult to understand at first but as the
task continued I was asked to fold a piece
of paper into a swan because it symbolised
how you could make something bad into
something beautiful and through
forgiveness this mother had been able to
do that.”
Another student says, “I was given six or
seven stones and I had to build a tower. I
listened to an account of two men who
built houses - one on sand and the other on
stone. When rain came the one on sand
crumbled but the one on stone did not -
the learning was we need to build
foundations in our life and friendships - this
has helped me recognise that education is a
foundation for my life.”
Another student said “I really didn’t
understand what I was doing until the
feedback session - where I realised I need
to listen to what I am  being told to do in
order to learn. I see what my RE teacher
has been trying to do with our class now,
when she asks us to listen and engage
when others talk.”

OPEN - “experiential learning”

The prayer space was very successful for
students in their RE learning. The
focus coincided with a study on
prayer and worship in Year 7
and the inspirational figure of
Gandhi in Year 8. The theme of
the prayer space was ‘strength’
to coincide with Pentecost. The
purpose for students was to understand
that prayer, worship and people of faith,
including Gandhi and the disciples, need
strength of faith in order to go out into the
world. Students engaged with activities to
explore where they gain their ‘strength’
and who is it that they find inspirational.

The prayer space was open at break and
lunch for all students - many of the older
students taking the opportunity to engage
with the tasks in order to gain insight and
quiet reflection into their busy lives.
In the future there will be two fixed week
events at the academy.

Prayer Space



On Friday 22nd April, Year 9 students were given
the chance to travel to Belgium to visit various
sites and learn the history behind WW1. Not only
was this trip an opportunity for students to
deepen their historic knowledge but it also served
as an act of remembrance to those who gave their
lives for our own in the Great War. 
The trip departed at 6am and within 4 - 5 hours
students soon found themselves indulged within
the lush countryside and peaceful surroundings of
Belgium. The group was led and taught by tour
guide and historian Julian Humphries, who
explained in thorough detail the importance of the
sites visited, the facts behind war and answered
any questions students had. 
The first site students were able to visit was
Lijssenthoek, a Commonwealth war grave
cemetery. It is currently the second largest
Commonwealth force burial ground in Belgium,
and it most certainly showed it. The site hosts an
impressive approximation of 10,000 pure white
gravestones; each one respective of the soldier it
belongs to. Whilst the majority of them are British,
other nationalities are to be found in there as
well, including French, German, American and
Jewish troops. The site itself is a sight of sheer
beauty, as the dedication of staff helps keep the
cemetery in a tidy and respectful condition.
Students were then taken to Bayernwald, a
preserved German trench system. Whilst there,
students were able to learn about the
development of trench warfare and construction,
as well as soldiers daily routines during their stay
and the issues they had to face in there. 
Following on with the German trend, students
were then able to visit Langemark, a German
military cemetery. They quickly compared and saw
differences between this burial ground and the
first, as this one did not hold white gravestones,
but instead used stone slabs on the floor. Whilst it
did not have the beauty of the other, it was
nevertheless interesting and remained respectful.
Whilst here students were also able to see the
exact points where Adolf Hitler stood and gave a
speech - one by the graves and another by the
gate. 
Soon after, the group travelled to Vancouver
Corner, where they were taught about the
poisonous gas used and its effects; students took
part in a  demonstration showing how soldiers
used to protect themselves against it. They also
saw in person the incredible memorial statue ‘The
Brooding Soldier’. The students were then taken
to the Passchendaele museum for an opportunity
for one of the students to dress in authentic
British uniform, and for the group to be able to
handle equipment and weaponry. 
Lastly, the students travelled to Ypres, where they

visited the largest commonwealth burial ground in
the world. It remained similar to Lijssenthoak,
however it was of course much larger. It also
displayed a beautiful curved wall around the edge,
engraved with the names of all those lost. The
students laid a memorial wreath in front of the
names from Sussex on behalf of the Academy,
read an appropriate poem and had two minutes of
respectful silence. The group was then given the
chance to go chocolate shopping within Ypres and
then had an evening meal at a restaurant there.
Whilst it was a long day, the trip to Belgium was a
good opportunity not only for students who wish
to go into history in the long run but also for those
who wanted to learn about The Great War
regardless - an opportunity I haven’t seen on offer
in any other local schools. Not only did it serve as
an educational experience but it also opened up
many eyes and made the students dwell on the
remembrance of those who gave their life for our
country and, most importantly, our freedom.

An eye-opening 
historical trip to
Belgium by Joshua Csobonas, Year 9
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Insanity
I met Insanity.
He was a bit of a loony…
But we became great friends!
At the end of the day, all he did
Was brag about his crimes… 

He’d often stay at mine.
And he’d wake me at God knows
What time.

But then someone opened the
Bedroom door. 
It was Fear.
He made me scared of Insanity. 
And made me not want to be
Around him anymore…

Cameron Pearce, Year 9

Confusion
I meet Confusion
He wore green and black
Always wondering
What to do

Always walking into walls,
Falling over
Always in trouble.

He went out one day
And never came back
Fear thinks he is lost.
Love thinks he is on an adventure… 

Liam Walsgrove, Year 9
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After months of rehearsal and preparation,
the A Level Drama students from Ark 6th
Form East Sussex, performed a play entitled
‘Bassett’ at the Brighton Dome Theatre as
part of the National Theatre’s ‘Connections’
festival. This was a challenging new play
written by James Graham, a nationally
renowned writer.
Connections is a nationwide youth theatre
festival. Each year it offers a unique
opportunity for youth theatres and school
theatre groups to stage new plays written
for young people by some of theatre’s most
exciting playwrights, and to perform in
leading theatres across the UK.

A visiting director from the National
Theatre described the play as 'powerful and
convincing' and praised the quality of the
performance by the students.
The students all said they were exhilarated
after the performance and expressed how
wonderful it felt to perform on a
professional stage.
Drama Teacher Niall Whitehead said, "I was
thrilled with the performance of our
students. At Ark 6th Form we help our
students to go further by taking every
opportunity to participate in exciting events
so they can reach their full potential."

National Theatre Director
praises the performance of sixth
form drama students

Samuel in Year 10 has shown real
dedication in art since starting his
art GCSE in September. He has
recently been inspired by the
artist Beatriz Milhazes. 

After having a go at
creating a digital
response to her work,
he practised this over
and over, until he
achieved great
composition in shape
and colour as we can
see in his best version
here. I am sure
Samuel will go on to
achieve fantastically
well in Year 11 and I
look forward to
seeing what he comes
up with. 

Mrs Matthews, 
Art Teacher

Artist of the Month - 
Samuel Stanley Year 10



Ark William Parker 
student captains 
National Champions!
Ark William Parker student Tom
Climpson is celebrating after he
captained the U16s Sussex Schools FA
to win the National Cup. The team
were victorious on the morning of
Saturday 7th May when they
defeated North Yorkshire 2-1 at City
Ground, Nottingham Forest FC.
Sussex Captain Tom developed his
skills through the Year 11 football
team at Ark William Parker and has
also played for the Hastings United
Football Academy, which runs
alongside Ark 6th Form East Sussex. 
During the match, he called the team
into a huddle and it seems the words
he gave to his team mates inspired
Sussex to create chances again.
At the final whistle the celebrations
erupted and continued pitch side for
a long time afterwards. The parents
of all the players have been fantastic
in their support of the players this
season travelling long distances to
help push the team on and it was
great to celebrate this success with
them.
A wonderful achievement for
Hastings based teacher Aran Hawkins
(Longhill) and his team. Alfie Rogers
and Derek Abagozza scored the goals,
with Dan Hewett as MOM.  
Jimmy Elford, Head of PE at Ark
William Parker wanted to pass his
congratulations to Tom, ‘who is a
fantastic all round student and who
has a bright future in the game. Tom
is very deserving of this honour, the
academy is very proud of his
achievement, it couldn’t have gone to
a more worthy student.’
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Our ski trip to Austria gave 50 students
from Ark Helenswood and Ark William
Parker the experience of a lifetime. 
From 1st to 9th April, the group stayed in
the beautiful resort of Alpendorf, which is
part of the Salzburger Sportwelt Amande
region; with over 350km of skiing in the
area, this is undoubtedly one of Austria’s
top ten ski areas!
The group had a lot of fun which included a
weeks snowboarding and ski instruction
with a respected Austrian Ski school. They
also took part in team building and
adventurous activities, gaining skills which
they can use to help them achieve and
succeed. William Keeble won the fastest
downhill skier trial and James Blything won
a cup for being the fastest boarder.
Teacher Pip McCall said, "The boys and girls

did amazingly well; they worked so well
together and developed their skills really
quickly. Students also took part in evening
activities such as sledging, swimming,
bowling, quizzes and Austrian games; they
also had great fun in the mini Olympics!"

A fantastic experience in Austria

Hastings Pier open it's gates once again
after long, expensive repairs and
refurbishment. 
The art department was involved in
creating bunting for the opening along with
other schools in the local area. Our Year 7
and 8 students each designed their own
triangle based on what the pier means to

them. We were really impressed by the
range of drawings which included water
and pebbles, various creatures, crabs and
seagulls as well as arcade games, rides, ice
cream and fish and chips.

Our bunting brightens up the Pier



Badminton
1st place Saunders 20 points
2nd place Saxon 15 points
2nd place Parker 15 points
2nd place Becket 15 points

Basketball - Years 7-9
1st place Parker 20 points
2nd place Becket 15 points
3rd place Saunders 10 points
4th place Saxon 5 points

Basketball - Years 10-11
1st place Saunders 20 points
2nd place Becket 15 points
3rd place Parker 10 points
3rd place Saxon 10 points

House
Results

Overall House Summary

2nd place Parker 205 points
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After a glorious day of late Spring sunshine
and hard toil, it was time to let the hair
down with house badminton.
Twenty two students arrived to do battle,
some never having played before.
After explaining the basic rules and being
paired up, they selected their racket.
There were some outstanding skills

displayed, even from those who, allegedly,
had never picked up a racket before.
Two notable exponents, both Year 7s, were
Ethan Strange and Alfie Lewis who were
absolutely outstanding.
Oh, and the result, Saunders triumphed,
with Saxon, Parker and Becket tying for 2nd
place.   

Saunders served it, smashed it
and won it!

1st place Saunders 255 points

2nd place Parker 205 points

3rd place Saxon 180 points

4th place Becket 145 points

Year 10 students from Ark Helenswood and
Ark William Parker spent the weekends of
May 7th and 14th completing their
expedition assessment for the Duke of
Edinburgh Bronze Award. Mr Burchell, 
Ms Sims and Miss Scott are pleased to
announce that all the students have passed
the expedition section of the qualification.
In preparation students participated in
Monday afternoon training sessions and a 2
night practice expedition, which saw some
students camping in temperatures
plummeting to -6 degrees.
Working together in small teams, students
were required to plan, train for and complete
an unaccompanied, self-reliant assessed
expedition of two days and one night. 
Students arrived on Friday evening
equipped for their assessment expeditions

and ready for two nights camping and two
full days walking (approx. 12km per day -
with some students carrying close to half
their body weight). A substantial meal was
cooked under the stars on Saturday night;
a hearty breakfast followed as the sun rose
on Sunday morning.
Students are now required to complete
their final presentation in addition to their
skill, physical and volunteering sections in
order to complete the full award. 
A fantastic achievement so far for our Ark
Academy students. Well done to you all!

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award

The mighty ducks!
We are happy to announce that
mother duck has returned to raise
her family for the 9th year. Currently
there are 14 ducklings who are
enjoying the perfect environment of
our wildlife garden. They are being
fed before and after school by Year 7
students, who attempted to give
them names - the ducklings were too
quick and kept darting around so the
boys had to give up! 

Once the little ducklings are fully
developed they will leave us and
probably go to Alexandra Park. 



Give your views
on Parent View

Parent View gives you the chance to say
what you think about your son’s school.
By sharing your views, you’ll be helping
us to improve. You will also be able to
see what other parents have said about
Ark William Parker Academy. Visit
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk
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Year 9 students learnt that they were
“actually doing the right thing” when they
participated in a social norms project called
RU Different at the Academy. 
The day started with an assembly which
included an analysis and feedback of data
that the students had given when they
completed an online questionnaire earlier
in the year. Students were surprised that
their perceptions of Year 9 students were
very different to the actual data collected
from them. 
Student Jack Mackay said, “Today was a
good way to show us that we were actually
doing the right thing. The statistics
surprised us all.”
This survey was used in order for them to
understand that even they stereotype

themselves as young people.
The day continued with students working
together in groups during enterprise
sessions where they had to devise an action
plan. They had to promote the findings of
the survey in order to break down the
hidden misconceptions that groups or
individuals have around the students at Ark
William Parker Academy.  
Student Sam Persaud said, “I believe
teenagers in the community are
stereotyped in a negative way. We made
campaign posters to get people to see us in
a different light and show the local
community that we are good and well
behaved.”
Collette Iglinski, PSHRE Coordinator, said
“The aim of the workshop was to engage
our students in a citizenship activity where
every student is able to aspire and achieve.
This will prepare them for their GCSE
examined activity in community action.”

RU Different?

School Incumbent
Chaplains
This year the academy has
introduced an incumbent programme
of chaplains; these chaplains work in
parishes in the local community. Over
the next few newsletters we will be
introducing you to our Chaplains.

Father David Hill
Parish: St John the Evangelist - Upper
St Leonards
Degree: Theology
Previous Jobs: Carpet salesman,
barman, missionary in Africa, army
chaplain, head of RE in a secondary
school
Currently: Parish Priest

Luke Dean
Parish: St John’s Hollington, St Peter
and St Paul
Degree: Surveying and Mapping
Sciences
Previous Jobs: worked in an
inspection department in space and
defence, delivery driver, land and
hydrographic surveyor, software
engineer, systems analyst, survey
trainee 
Currently: Vicar and Ark William
Parker School Governor

Ark William Parker Academy took part in
the District Street20 cricket competition
along with 4 other schools; St Leonards
Academy, Bexhill Academy, St Richards and
Claverham who hosted the tournament.
Street20 is a quick game where each team
face 20 legal balls and all the players bowl
except the wicketkeeper. 
Facing St Leonards in the first game we
restricted them to 26 runs, unfortunately
we were unable to surpass their score and
were only able to tie level. 
In the next game we faced Bexhill
Academy. Despite taking wickets regularly
they managed to score 41 runs; a tough
ask, which needed us to score 2 a ball.
Freddie Legg and Benn Ward saw the team
home without losing a wicket. 
Needing to beat St Richards in the next
game, tight bowling and good fielding at
the beginning and end of the innings
limited them to 29. Scoring runs regularly,
meant we were on task to overcome their
score. Some tight bowling from them

meant we needed 7 off the last 4 balls; we
were only able to score 6 and tied another
match. 
Playing Claverham in the last game they
scored 32 and we chased that down scoring
43 runs. The boys demonstrated good skills
throughout especially in the field where all
catches were held. 
Team: Freddie Legg, Benn Ward, Harvey
Mapstone, Reece Harrison, Henry Crowley
and Connor Wood.

Street20 cricket



A lovely time at Tesco
The children in the EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage) at Ark Blacklands
Primary Academy had a great time this week visiting Tesco. They were
very excited to be travelling by coach and even more excited when they
arrived and got to use the travelator. First they visited the bakery to see
how bread was made and also got to see how pancakes are made. Then
they visited different departments and got to taste lots of lovely bread,
cheese and fruit. What a lovely time they had!

A real ‘real life’ experience
Business Ambassadors Rubie and Neo, from Ark Little Ridge Academy,
have been working with the Hastings Education Futures Trust’s ‘Working
Ways’ project which involves primary and secondary children from local
schools being given a guided learning walks around local businesses.
Twelve retail companies in and around Priory Meadow Shopping Centre
hosted eleven schools showing them what it was like to work in Hastings
and specifically what it was like to work on their shop floor.
The students were shown back offices, delivery areas, stock areas, staff
rooms and staff shared details of their team meetings, strategies and
company policies. A real ‘real life’ experience which would enable the
children to see different and new opportunities. 

Performing Arts students bring Hastings 
Pier memories to life
Ark Helenswood Academy and Ark 6th Form students travelled back
in time to the heyday of Hastings Pier and entertained audiences on
Saturday 14th May through dance and drama.
The crowd were treated to the sounds of Pink Floyd, Jimmy Hendrix,
Rolling Stones and Madness.
Members of the public said, “How lovely to see young
people performing on our new Pier. The costumes
were so colourful and such a great mixture of music.
The students performed with such professionalism and
are a credit to their schools.
A student involved in the project said, “It was amazing
performing on Hastings Pier” another commented, “I
didn’t want it to end; it has been great being involved
in this project.”  
Niall Whitehead, Head of Performing Arts said, “This is
part of Ark Helenswoods commitment to offering our
students the very best performing arts experiences in our
schools.”
This was part of the ‘In Living Memory’ project with
Hastings Pier which is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund.

ARK Little Ridge
Primary Academy

www.arkwilliamparker.org
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