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In the early hours of Tuesday, 1st
April, a group from ARK William
Parker Academy Sixth Form set off
on an 11 day trip to Uganda.
Through the Quicken Trust charity
the 26 students, staff and 2 GPs are
volunteering to work in the large
village of Kabubbu. Whilst there, they
will be taking part in various projects which
include building, decorating and agriculture.
They aim to visit families, assess their needs,
and provide the most basic of essentials for
survival e.g. mosquito nets, bedding, water
butts, agricultural tools, seeds etc. They will
also teach in the Primary and Secondary
Schools, lead assemblies, and provide
desperately needed teaching resources. 

As well as helping and working with the
residents of Kabubbu, the trip will give
students the opportunity to learn about

global issues, first
hand. Students
can develop skills
in cultural
awareness,
communication,
leadership, and
teamwork, whilst
building a close
partnership with
a local

community in Africa.  

Working in Kabubbu is extremely
challenging, physically, mentally and
emotionally. It will be a life changing
experience for many; a student from a
previous trip stated that, ‘The trip to
Kabubbu was beyond expectations. It was an
amazing experience that was full of life-
changing opportunities. Being able to work
and play with the orphans was hugely
rewarding, yet emotional at the same time.
Seeing the development of our building
challenge, throughout our trip, was incredibly
encouraging, as we could all see the impact
we were making. I came home with a new-
found confidence and an appreciation of how
much we have in our society. Working with
the group was thoroughly enjoyable, and
without a doubt I would love to return to
Kabubbu to see any further developments.”

To keep up to date with the group’s
progress you can follow them on twitter
@KabubbuParkwood

A life changing
experience in
Uganda
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Tue 22nd Apr Start of Term

Thu 1st May Parents Consultation
Evening - Year 7

Drama, Evening
Performance - Year 11

Mon 5th May Bank Holiday

Fri 2nd May Drama, Evening
Performance - Year 13 

Thu 15th May Drama, Evening
Performance - Year 12

Fri 23rd May End of Term

Mon 2nd Jun Start of Term

dates foryour diary

First place in Hastings
Musical Festival
On 14th March two groups of ARK
William Parker Academy students
went to the White Rock Theatre to
compete in the dance drama, over
12s category, as part of the Hastings
Musical Festival. The Year 7 and 8
group won the cup with their
performance of “Ali Baba And The
Forty Thieves” and the Year 10 group
came second, and gained the cup for
“the most promising” with their
performance of “The Boy Who Cried
Wolf”. 
Students who took part are: 
Year 7 - Zach Tudor, Jay Pepper, Richie
Davies, Lewis Dunstle, Hamza Husain
Year 8 - Bradley Cockburn
Year 10 - Shane le Mar, Lewis Jarvis,
Will Hawkes, Charlie Wright, Tyler
O’Leary, Mark Mc Callum
Congratulations to both groups.

Dear Parent / Carer
Welcome to our end of term newsletter. As my letter earlier
in the week said, this has been, yet again, a very busy time,
especially with the lead up to public exams. You will see from
the website that we have a very full revision programme over
the holiday period with most of Year 11 coming in for lessons;
also the Academy library is open for private study.
I have been asked about summer uniform. There is no official
summer uniform. However, boys do not need to wear

jumpers under their blazers; they can also wear plain white shirts with short sleeves.
All boys must continue to wear blazers and ties to school every day. If it does become
very warm I will let you know that ties and blazers are no longer required.
With best wishes
Mark Phillips, Principal

Welcome



Duke of Edinburgh Awards
Eighteen students from the ARK William
Parker Duke of Edinburgh (DofE) Group
achieved their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze
Award at the area presentation awards
evening held at Bexhill High School.
The evening consisted of students talking
about their most memorable moments
whilst doing the DofE, and many photos
and videos were shown, to give parents
an insight as to what the students get up
to on a DofE Expedition; it soon became
clear why they came back so muddy or
wet! 
All of the participants were required to
complete activity programmes in the
following 4 areas… volunteering, physical,
skill and expedition. The students have
particularly excelled and impressed the
leaders in the volunteer section where
they have given up their time for the
local community, supporting many
organisations such as Mencap, YMCA,
charity shops, care homes, Scout
Association, Girl Guiding UK and local
primary schools. They have shown
extreme maturity and commitment and
are a credit to ARK William Parker
Academy.
Miss Jo Hart, DofE co-ordinator and
leader at ARK William Parker, said
“Throughout their time on the DofE
programme, many of the students have
developed and grown into mature,
confident young people and have been a
pleasure to work with; they can now
proudly show their award to prospective
colleges, universities and employers and
stand out from the crowd. I have no
doubt they will all go on to succeed in
whatever they do, especially if they show
the same dedication and ambition they
have shown whilst completing the award.”
“Well done to each and every one of you.
You are fantastic, a credit to the academy
and the local community with your
volunteering efforts and commitment to
each of your DofE sections.” 
“I love being a DofE Leader and I am so
proud to have worked with so many
participants over the past 4 years -
especially taking them on the expeditions
and seeing them develop and grow into
mature, confident young people. My job
is more rewarding because of them!”
“I want to say thank you to all the
organisations who have allowed them to
volunteer, all the assessors who have
signed their books, all the staff or teachers
who have joined in and helped along the
way, and to all the parents who have
transported them to and from expedition
training; you have given up your time so
freely to assist these young people in
striving to be better, standing out among
the crowd and aiming for the top!”
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Ten Year 7 boys produced a stunning
performance at the annual Helenswood
dance show. The boys were selected from
PE lessons and had 6 hours of practice and
rehearsals to get ready for the show. The
boys were incredibly excited and
performed with great maturity and
concentration as the lights came on. The

dance was a mixture of the famous ‘Stomp’
dance to rock music. Ben Baldock, Richie
Davis, Lewis Dunstall, Harry Gunther, Scott
Johnstone, Jack Mackay, Jack Suggitt, Hong
To, Zack Tudor and Cameron Woodley
deservedly received rapturous applause
when they finished. Well done to all; you
made AWPA proud!

A stunning dance performance

During March, Villiers Park Scholars
from ARK William Parker Academy, in
both Years 10 and 11, attended
university masterclasses. Joined by
Scholars from three other schools
the Year 10s visited the University of
Brighton, Hastings Campus, whilst the
Year 11s had a trip to the University
of Kent in Canterbury.
The Year 10 masterclass was led by a
senior lecturer in Sociology and
tackled a number of contentious
areas of social ethics. In the morning,
the whole group worked on surveillance in society and whether it was justified or an
intrusion on personal privacy. The students were given a large variety of sources to analyse,
to develop and evidence arguments, which then were shared in a group debate. The
afternoon was used to create a panel show format on a variety of subjects ranging from
euthanasia to the age of legal responsibility. The ARK William Parker students thrived in
this environment, chairing and making strong arguments in their groups.
The Year 11 visit to Kent included a choice of lectures and workshops, ranging from the
study of horror films to the effectiveness of the ideology of Marx, culminating in a group
debate where ARK William Parker students made some excellent contributions. The
students were given a campus tour, taking in the library and many of the faculty and
recreational buildings, introducing them to various aspects of life at a large campus
university and giving them some useful insights into what it would be like to study there.

Villiers Park - university masterclasses

The Year 9 team will be AWPA’s sole
representative in a district cup final this
season. They beat Bishop Bell 2-1 at home
last week to seal their place in a final
against Cavendish School. AWPA dominated
the match and should have won by a more
comfortable margin. The home side had to
wait until the second half, before opening
the scoring, when defender and captain Tom
Climpson headed in from a corner. Bishop

Bell then scored against the run of play,
with one of only two shots on target to set
up a tense finale. With extra time looming,
Tom Climpson pounced, once more, on a
loose ball in the box, to score his second
and send AWPA into the final.

District Cup finalists



Athletics team finish 3rd
Last term, the Year 7 team competed
in the Sussex finals of the Sports Hall
Athletics at Tanbridge House. 

Despite the awful travelling
conditions, the boys arrived full of
spirit and determination and made a
great showing of themselves in events
such as obstacle relay, 8 lap paarlauf,
speed bounce and standing triple
jump. They finished third out of the
eight partnerships competing! 

Well done to Jaden Gerrish, George
Legg, Toby Salmon, Dylan Bolton, Kian
Moynes and Tom Dearle for
representing, and competing for, the
academy so well, especially on a ‘day off’.

Second in Sussex!
Three Year 7 students represented
ARK William Parker at the Sussex
Schools Cross Country, which was
held at Christ's Hospital school in
Horsham. The event attracted several
students from schools all around the
county and involved both year 7 and
8 girls and boys.

In the Year 7 race Dylan Bolton
finished a very creditable 45th out a
total of 168 runners. Jaden Gerrish,
unfortunately, didn’t make it to the
finish line as he was injured. However
it was Toby Salmon who stole the
show, as he finished second behind an
athlete who competes in national
competitions. His excellent finish
means that he has been selected to
represent Sussex Schools at an event
competing against different counties
from the south east.
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Between 21st and 23rd March, 13 students
from ARK William Parker Academy, and the
sixth form, took part in Haileybury School's
International Model United Nations
Conference in Hertfordshire. AWPA's
students were representing the countries of
'Libya' - Harry Ames (Year 10), Jacob Smart
and Alice Evans (Year 13), Alfie Denness and
Barnaby Catterall  (Year 12); 'Tonga' - Jack
Bloomfield (Year 10), Dylan Buckingham
(Year 11), James Crouch and Thomas
Hitchings (Year 12) and the 'Netherlands' -
Abdul Khabazzeh, Joel Williams, Oliver
Douglas and Nicola Cruttenden (Year 12) . 
There were approximately 800 students
from as far afield as Saudi Arabia and the
USA attending the conference and, once
again, our students demonstrated their
ability to work alongside people from
different backgrounds and countries to
achieve compromise and advocate solutions.
This was shown by all resolutions
submitted by AWPA/sixth form students
passing the approvals stage with the
majority being debated in committee. Alfie
Denness merged his resolution on 'the
sovereignty of developing nations over their
natural resources' with a delegate from
Saudi Arabia and not only did this pass the

committee stage, it was the only resolution
to pass in the general assembly.
Jacob Smart, Alice Evans, Barnaby Catterall
and Harry Ames won 'Highly Commended
Delegate” awards for their contributions to
debate and support of other delegates. The
delegation of Libya won 'Outstanding
Delegation” award for their constructive
contributions to debate, their ability to
compromise and construct solutions and
the accurate representation of Libya's views.
This is a difficult award to achieve, especially
from a THIMUN affiliated conference, and
the students are commended for their hard
work and their performance. Delegates are
looking forward to attending the next MUN
conference, which is being held at
Burlington Danes Academy and will involve
delegates from across the ARK Network.

Our first
delegation
award at a
THIMUN
affiliated
international
conference

On Thursday, 6th of March,  ARK William
Parker Academy celebrated ‘World Book Day’
by dropping all work for fifteen minutes to
read. 
As the clock struck one, students and staff
were found reading everything from books and
magazines to comics and newspapers.
Classrooms were filled with students relishing
their fifteen minutes and immersing themselves
in the world of books.  A quick visit to food
technology and construction classes found
students having a cheeky read whilst taking a
break from cooking, washing up and painting.
World Book Day gave students a fantastic
opportunity to take part in a great event; it
gave them time to share books, they enjoy and
love reading, with their friends. The aim of
World Book Day is to encourage people all
over the world to appreciate and explore the
pleasures of books and reading. 

Students take time out to celebrate World Book Day



In February, Accent
Catering took over the
catering contract at ARK
William Parker Academy
and opened, on the first
day of term, with a
refreshed look to the dining halls and
serving areas. Most importantly they have
introduced the Accent approach to fresh
cooking and innovative food concepts
which have gone down a storm with the
students and the Academy’s team.
Accent have a ‘freshly cooked from top
quality raw ingredients’ approach and all of
their food is freshly made, every day, by the
onsite catering team. The three week menu
cycle is ever evolving, depending on
seasonality and popularity, and will
introduce new concepts and flavours to the
students. We regularly seek feedback to
make sure we are meeting the needs of the
students and that we are stretching their
culinary palates too! 
Our menus offer a wide variety of choices:
a daily “theme” dish from around the world,
including classic Italian lasagne; Greek
inspired roasted vegetable and feta wraps
and the ever popular traditional British
baked fish and chips on Fridays. There are
plenty of healthy choices, like our
homemade yoghurt and fruit pots, salad
boxes and cut fruit bags. We also offer a
soup, filled jacket potatoes and a range of
filled sandwiches, baguettes and rolls that
are made fresh every day, plus a range of
homemade flapjacks, brownies and cookies.
Feedback from the students told us that
getting out, on to the playing fields, at lunch
time, was important to them, so our ‘Street
Food’ ready-boxed hot offers have proved a
big hit. The students are able to grab a box
of steaming ‘stir-fried chicken and

vegetables with noodles, soy and ginger
sauce’ or delicious ‘penne pasta and
homemade meatballs with a tomato and
pepper sauce’ ready to go straight from the
hot plate.
In addition, the students can add their own
take on flavours from our ‘Flavour Zone’. A
range of toppers from chilli flakes, wasabi
peas, crispy onions and a variety of seeds
can be added to any dishes to add flavours
and textures as required. This has proved
really popular with some great feedback.
One of our parents, who has two sons at
AWPA, had concerns about the change in
dining arrangements. He was invited to see
the new dining area in action and have a
look at what was being offered to our
students. Mr. Csobonas was very pleased
with what he saw and stated “I would be
more than happy to eat here myself. The
choice is phenomenal and the food looks
fantastic. Children don’t realise how lucky
they are to have such a varied menu. I
would have been really happy to have that
much choice when I was young”. 
The catering team that transferred to
Accent have been visibly motivated and re-
energised and some real culinary talents
have been uncovered. The team say they
now look forward to coming to work and
are enthusiastic and eager to cook and
prepare fantastic fresh food. 
In addition to our catering team the
students have made some great comments
– “love the food” “loads of choice” and
“much better than bringing in sandwiches”.
With the whole food service approach
Accent takes, the increase in student uptake
truly speaks volumes!

Orienteering in Friston
Forest
In February, sixteen Year 11 students
took part in an orienteering day at
the University of Brighton in
Eastbourne.  

The day began with a tour of the
campus, an introduction to the
student volunteers who assisted on
the day and an introduction to
orienteering using the university
campus. Students then took their new
found skills over to Friston Forest
where they took part in a
competitive orienteering competition. 

It was an excellent chance for our
students to experience life around
university and achieve a very good
grade for one of their assessed GCSE
sports.

University of Brighton
Compact Plus
The University of Brighton has invited
ARK William Parker Academy to be
part of their Compact Plus
programme. This will give our
students the opportunity to access a
wide range of curriculum enrichment
programmes including workshops,
subject specific projects, summer
schools and mentoring opportunities.

Year 9 and 10 students who took
part in the first workshop, which
involved creative writing, thoroughly
enjoyed the session and are looking
forward to participating in exciting
future events.

Students
love our
food!
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Artist of the month.
James Vidler,  Year 7
Students were asked to research and make
accurate drawings of insects that they were
interested in. 
James produced this excellent piece for his
homework. Well done!


