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Recently three of our students had the
extremely fortunate opportunity to meet
a member of the royal family.

The students were given the opportunity
to meet Prince Harry through the
academy’s involvement in the RFU’s All
Schools Rugby Programme. The
programme has been developed by the
Rugby Football Union to increase the
amount of rugby played in schools in the
build up to the 2015 RugbyWorld Cup in
England.

Prince Harry, who is a Patron of the All
Schools Programme, met up with schools
who are taking part. He joined in with

training sessions on the pitch at
Twickenham, the home of English rugby.
Prince Harry was joined by Jason
Leonard, England’s most capped front row
forward, and Jason Robinson, who scored
the winning try in the 2003World cup
win for England in Australia.

The day enabled the students to work
with kit designers Canterbury to create a
bespoke kit consisting of twenty shirts
that ARKWilliam Parker Academy rugby
teams will be proudly wearing from
March this year. On the whole it was a
fantastic experience and the boys really
enjoyed it!

Students meet Prince Harry

Aspire . Achieve . Succeed

Mon 2nd Dec Start ofYear 11 Mock
Examinations

Wed 4th Dec Inset Day

Thu 12th Dec Parent Evening -Year 9

Fri 13th Dec ARK School’s Model
United Nations

Mon 16th Dec Christmas Concert in
Main Hall at 7pm

Tue 17th Dec Carol Service at St Peter
and St Pauls Church -
Year 7 only

Fri 20th Dec End of Term

Mon 6th Jan Inset Day

Tue 7th Jan Start of Term 2

Thu 16th Jan Parent Evening -Year 11

Thu 23rd Jan Parent Evening -Year 12

dates for
your diary

Extra curricular activities
We encourage our students to
participate fully in academy life and
take advantage of the many
opportunities offered beyond the
formal curriculum.

Alongside our strong tradition of
excellence in sport, we offer a broad
range of enrichment in many other
areas including art, drama, music and
debating. Clubs run during lunch
times and after school and include
animie, exploring, science potions,
Christian Union, board games and
Model United Nations.

The Cake and Baking club has
become very popular and students
have been having fun making lots of
delicious goodies over the last few
weeks. Recently they made millefuille
desserts with an emphasis on
presentation techniques.

Details of extra curricular activities
can be found on our website under
the curriculum/enrichment tab.

Dear Parent / Carer

Welcome to the ARKWilliam Parker newsletter. The aim of
this newsletter will be to keep you up to date with what is
happening in our very busy academy, every three weeks.

This weekYear 9 have been sitting exams. I have been so
impressed by the excellent behaviour and mature approach
of the students. I look forward to sharing the outcomes with
you before the end of term.

Just to remind you,Year 11 mock examinations begin next week.

I would like to congratulate our sixth form students for organising our Children in
Need day.With it being a mufti day, along with other events, they raised over £800.

Mark Phillips, Principal

Welcome



Teechers theatre trip
On 13th November nearly 60 Drama
students went to see Teechers by
John Godber at the Devonshire Park
theatre in Eastbourne. Students from
Year 8, 9, 10, 12 and 13 joined the
whole of theYear 11 drama group to
see this comic production. Everyone
was caught out by the actors at the
start of the show as they interacted
with the audience.The 3 actors multi-
roled the parts of school children and
their teachers.The pace, energy and
split second timing of the piece gave
our Drama students many ideas to
incorporate into their own practical
work. Exam students will use this
production for their written exam.
Despite the high jinks on stage the
theatre staff complimented our
students on their behaviour at the
show.

Year 10 win rugby match
TheYear 10 rugby team got their
county cup off to a solid start with a
30-22 victory against Buckswood.
Tries from Cameron Park, Jeremy
Harris x 2 and Oswald Ngourou
Kebiwa made the score 20-0 at half
time.With the light fading in the
second half, Buckswood came back
into the game, but with two
unconverted tries in the second half
from Joe Millar and JoeWhitehill-
James, the game ended with ARK
William Parker victorious.

Well done to all boys who played,
especially some new players who
fancied a taste of the action.

Poppy Appeal
ARKWilliam
Parker Academy
raised £63.05 for
the Poppy Appeal.
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ARKWilliam Parker Academy progressed
to Round 4 of the English National Schools
Under 15 competition, beating Tunbridge
Wells Boys Grammar in an entertaining 4-3
win. Ozzie opened the scoring with a
predatory finish, pouncing on a mistake by
the TWGS keeper.TWGS then equalised,
almost immediately, as a lack of
concentration in defence allowed a free run
on goal and gave Dan Rose no chance in
the Parker goal. Curtis Beale scored to
make the game 2-1 and many more Parker
chances went begging before TWGS scored
again to make it 2-2 at half time. Curtis
then scored the goal of the game, unleashing

a Ronaldo-esque free kick from 30 yards
into the top corner, before TWGS equalised
for the third time. Hanging onto a lead has
been Parker’s downfall in recent years and it
appears still to be the case. Both teams went
close to snatching victory with extra time
and penalties looming, but Parker launched
a final attack and Ozzie raced on to a long
through ball, holding off two defenders,
before coolly slotting into the corner.
TheYear 10 team also progressed to the
next round of the Sussex Schools Cup by
beating National Cup finalists Hove Park
4-3; Curtis Beale scored twice, with Ozzie
and Charlie Ball getting the other goals.

Year 10 football team are winners

The eleventh of the eleventh was marked with acts of
remembrance at ARKWilliam Parker Academy.

Guests gathered with senior staff, prefects and CCF
cadets as school Chaplain, Rev Peter Michell, led the
ceremony. Wreaths were laid at the two memorials on
the site, one commemorating boys of the Hastings
Grammar School and the other those of Hastings
Secondary School for Boys.

Then, remembrance crosses were ‘planted’ in the Peace
Garden by the school chapel. These had been inscribed
by students, with the names of people dear to them
who had given their lives in the service of the country.

Assemblies through the whole week were themed on
remembrance, with reference not only to theWorld
Wars but subsequent conflicts too. Students were
involved in taking a lead and all theWilliam Parker boys
have been given the opportunity to honour those who
have made the supreme sacrifice.

ARKWilliam Parker remembers



Buzz Sessions
Students have been given a real say in
how their school is run.Year 10 and
11 students, independently, led small
focus groups made up of year 7, 8 and
9 students.As a result of the Buzz
sessions, an anti-bullying charter has
been created and the daily operation
of the school has been improved to
meet the needs of all students.

Head boy, RhysVerlander said “It was
great to work with younger students
and to raise any of their concerns.
I loved having a say in how the school
is run and how we can make it better.
Mr Olorunda and Mr Phillips have
listened to our requests and made
changes for the better”.

Children in Need
ARKWilliam Parker held a mufti day
and raised over £800 in support of
Children in Need and Kabubbu.

Students were encouraged to wear
red instead of school uniform and
were asked to donate a £1 for the
privilege.Various activities were held
throughout the day, including a raffle,
cake stall and a penalty shoot out.

Our thanks go to all those who
supported this event.
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It was an early start for both students and
staff when our coach left ARKWilliam
Parker at 6.15am heading towardsYpres in
Belgium to visit war graves.

Tyne Cot had the most graves.The graves
of soldiers who could not be identified, of
which there were far too many, were
inscribed with "A Soldier of the Great
War". None of us could contemplate what
these men and women had to endure, both
young and old.We knew it would be an
emotional experience, seeing thousands of
white graves standing still, evenly apart like
the soldiers that they were, on parade.

We all felt privileged to be part of this great
trip.The boys felt proud and we were proud
of them.Their behaviour and attitude was
outstanding throughout the day.The boys
were so enthusiastic to learn and all day
they were asking questions.They showed
respect for the men and women who fought
and lost their lives for what we are today.

When Munro Scott read the poem ‘In
Flanders Fields’ written by John McCrae;
you could have heard a pin drop.

We went to a few war graves, but the one
that stood out the most was the German
cemetery. It was cold, dark and flat; all the
graves were on top of one another.

Thousands of bodies cramped into burial
chambers; no head stones; so impersonal.

The day drew to an end with a ceremony at
the Menin Gate; a daily service which
hundreds of people attend.Alison,Tyler
Smith and Zak Boutwood had the great
honour of laying the ARKWilliam Parker
Academy wreath.

I asked Tyler afterwards how he felt; he said
"I felt so proud, it was an honour to be part
of a special ceremony. This is a once in a
lifetime achievement, one that may never
happen to me again".

The day was a fantastic experience and I
had the pleasure of spending time with
some well behaved, pleasant, polite and
respectful boys. I would like to thank Una
Reid and her department for a day that we
will never forget.

Jackie Clarke

The history trip to
the war graves and the Menin Gate

The first fixture for theYear 7 rugby team
was a real baptism of fire! Only a handful of
the team had any rugby experience and this
was a massive learning curve.

After only a few minutes, theYear 7s were
under the cosh and conceded a try after
some heroic tackling from Regan Constable
in the centre.

The game then descended into a scrappy
affair, due to the atrocious conditions, boggy
pitch and greasy ball.This is where the front
row of Max Payne, Cameron Hunt and Riley
Duggan came into their own.

The half back pair of Aaron Tribbeck and

George Legg combined well in attack and
defence.

Half time came after conceding a couple
more soft tries; Uplands managed to direct
their possession to their main strike
weapons with good affect.

The second half was a much more even
contest, which went scoreless, until the final
minute, with some dubious officiating.The
highlight was a monster tackle in the wide
channels by star performer Finley Page.

So, lessons learnt and on to the next game
against a strong Sackville team on 11th
December.

Year 7 play their first rugby fixture



Supporting Kabubbu
Are you shopping online?

If so, please help our work in
Kabubbu by registering with
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk to
support 'Kabubbu 2014 ARKWilliam
Parker'.

• It's quick and easy to do
• For every penny you spend in

most major stores, online, the
store makes a donation to our
cause

• The money that we raise will go
towards the work that our
students and staff will do in
Kabubbu in April

Kabubbu is a village in Uganda and in
April 2014 a group of students and
staff will be going there as volunteers.
Funds raised will go towards the cost
of a building project and buying
sustainable basics for families in
desperate need, such as mosquito
nets, bedding, tools and seeds.

Please, please support us, and forward
the link to friends.

Youth Performing Arts
Showcase
On 12th November some of our
performance students auditioned for
theYouth Performing Arts Showcase
which is a production involving
schools across the town. If picked,
our students will be performing at St
Mary in the Castle in the Spring.

A class of Year 7 students were visited by
members of Hastings Museum as part of
‘The French Connection’ schools
programme.

The French connection is a new exhibition
exploring the links between East Sussex and
Normandy from the Middle Ages to
modern times, as revealed through the
archive of East Sussex Record Office and
the departmental archives of Seine-Maritime,
as well as items from the collections of
Hastings Museum.

Students were introduced to the purpose
of the archive collection stored at Brighton
and encouraged to suggest where historians
found evidence of the past.They had to devise
questions that they would address to the
archivists to establish whether the archive
was a suitable resource for finding out
about howWilliam the Conqueror ruled
England after the Battle of Hastings in 1066.
The class worked in groups of 3 examining
different pieces of evidence, including

documents from the eighteenth century,
and then shared their findings with the rest
of the class. The focus was to look at who
had produced a resource/document, think
about the date it was produced and then
attempt to establish why it was produced.

In another activity students were asked to
explore how history had changed but how
there was also continuity. For this exercise
students were given many categories such
as transport, languages, and battle tactics
and they had to talk to each other to gauge
if they could find examples. Again there
was opportunity to present and discuss
their findings with the rest of the class.

The class was excellent, demonstrating their
engagement, willingness to listen and
articulate clearly, giving examples of what
they had learned. The evaluation comments
from the class were very positive and the
students seemed excited by the
opportunity of finding out about history in
a different way.

The French Connection

Staff at ARKWilliam Parker decided that it
would be appropriate to raise awareness of
men’s health care issues in an all boys
academy by supporting the growing
Movember initiative. During November
each year, Movember is responsible for the
sprouting of moustaches on thousands of
men’s faces in the UK and around the
world.The men of Movember, Mo Bros,
commit to growing a moustache for 30 days
in order to raise vital funds for innovative
education, support and research initiatives,
and awareness for men’s health, specifically

prostate cancer and
testicular cancer.

By sporting newly
grown facial fuzz the
aim of the Mo Bros
at ARKWilliam
Parker was to
arouse the curiosity of staff and students.
When asked questions about the sudden
onset of teacher’s hairiness, they were
directed to the Movember website in the
hope of increasing awareness and changing
the face of men’s health.

Movember
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