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Seeking former students
If you’re a former student who would like to support current students and stay in touch
with the school we want to hear from you.
Right now, there are students in the assembly hall where you once sat, facing similar
challenges and opportunities that you did. Being connected to you could really help
them.
The school is one of more than 450 state schools and colleges across Britain which have
registered with the charity Future First to set up networks of former students or alumni.
It doesn’t matter when you left school, whether you’re in further education or
employment, whether you still live nearby or have moved further away, we want to
find out what you’ve been up to since leaving school. 
To sign up to William Parker’s alumni community, please visit
https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student/williamparker, or get in touch with
Ellie Newbery on ellie@futurefirst.org.uk.
Looking forward to reconnecting with you. 

Welcome
Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to our regular newsletter,
keeping you up to date with the wide variety of activities and
events that have been happening in our academy community. 
As usual it has been a busy and eventful term so far. My thanks to
all staff who have been involved in providing extra curricular
opportunities and to families that have supported students in being
able to take part. We have welcomed a number of visitors to work
with us and we are proud of the achievements we have seen both
in and out of the classroom.

It has been a pleasure to meet families that have taken the chance
to visit us either as part of choosing a school for their son or at one
of the Principal’s surgeries I mentioned last term. Dates for after
half term will be on our website shortly.

We were lucky to host the Barclays Premier League trophy earlier
this month as part of our Sixth Form Life Skills programme. A full
account of the day which focused on helping students prepare for
their next steps, by developing their professional presentation in
relation to employability or reaching their university goals, is
featured later. Our undefeated Year 7 football team also took the
chance to experience the glory they are set to achieve at the same
time! I know many of you have closely followed their success and
you will be as delighted as we are to know that they are now
through to the semi-finals of the Sussex Schools County Cup and
the District Cup. Also in football we commend Dan Rose, our
Football Academy Goalkeeper who has played a starring role as
they reach the semi-finals of the County Youth Cup.

Our Year 11 programme is well underway aimed at providing
personalised intervention and support in the lead up to the public
examinations. The main exam schedule commences in early May
but many of the school based assessments such as speaking and
listening assessments will take place after half term. There are daily
revision sessions at lunchtimes and after school and we have held a
number of focused ‘drop down’ days for students to work on their
coursework and controlled assessments. A full schedule of revision
classes will be running everyday during half term. My thanks to
staff who are giving up their holiday to lead them. If you have any

questions about Year 11 support for examinations please contact
Mrs Morris, Vice Principal, who is leading the intervention
programme which will continue right up until the last exam in June.
We will monitor students progress weekly and adapt our plans to
meet their needs on an on-going basis. If you feel there is more we
could be doing we will always want to hear from you.

As well as the individual academic successes of our students and
academy teams there have been a number of day and residential
trips to support learning across the curriculum. Students have been
to see War Horse and Blood Brothers and those involved in our
Villiers Park programme have recently enjoyed a residential trip
where they worked on study skills to ensure their ongoing
achievement.

In the last newsletter I detailed to you some of the difficulties we
have faced around staffing. As you will be aware we made some
excellent appointments and those staff joining us this term is
making a huge difference in those areas of the curriculum affected.
We are now in the process of ensuring proper support for our new
colleagues to help them settle in well and to quickly get to know
their students’ individual needs. Thank you for your support for
them while this happens. We are still working hard to recruit
teachers in the core subjects of Maths, English and Science. Our
recruitment activity is relentless and I will continue to do everything
possible to find strong and effective teachers to come and work
with us. We believe our students deserve the absolute best in the
classroom and will not compromise our expectations. Again, thank
you for your understanding and support while we do this.

On behalf of everyone at Ark William Parker Academy I wish you a
pleasant half term holiday and we look forward to welcoming
students back on Monday 22 February.

Best wishes,

Daniel Hatley,
Principal
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Did you go to 
Ark William Parker Academy? 
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Congratulations to our Year 7 Football
team, who remain unbeaten this season
and are through to the semi-finals of the
Sussex Schools County Cup and the District
Cup! 
The boys, who play 9 a-side until Year 8,
have comprehensively beaten all local
opponents, racking up victories against
Claverham (4-0), St Richards (4-0) and St.
Leonards Academy (7-2). The team are
awaiting their Eastbourne based semi-final
opponents. In the Sussex School County
Cup, Parker have been on the wrong end of
the draw, having to travel in every round.
Coincidently, every match has been against
Brighton based schools. Hove Park were
beaten 3-1 in the first match of the season,
the Regis school forfeited the second round
match. Blatchington Mill were beaten 6-1
which set up a quarter final contest versus
Dorothy Stringer. Parker found themselves
a goal down at half time, but regrouped
and continued to plug away against a very
organised team. An excellent piece of skill
on the right wing from Jamal Lubanga set

up captain Benn Ward who rifled a shot
into the roof of the net from outside the
penalty area. The game went from end to
end as both teams searched a winner. The
defence held firm as Jamal Palmer
delivered a hopeful ball into the box which
was unfortunately diverted into his own
goal by the unlucky Hove Park defender.
This latest victory sets up another away
match against Warden Park, Haywards
Heath, in the semi-final of the County Cup.
The game is scheduled to be played in the
first week after the February half term. 
Ahead of their next game, the team posed
with the Barclays Premier League Trophy,
which was visiting Ark 6th Form East Sussex
with Barclays Life Skills - best of luck to the
team!
Team; Cody Craddock, Jamal Palmer,
Freddie Legg, Spencer Winters, Luke
Warren, Jamal Lubanga, Joe Skinner, Benn
Ward, Nathan Corke, Alfie Peacock, Tom
Cumber, Ollie Hull and Connor Wood.

Unbeaten Year 7 team reach
semi-finals of County Cup

War Horse
Year 13 students had the opportunity
to see War Horse at the New London
Theatre on Thursday, January 28th. A
thrilling and spectacular production
based on the celebrated novel by
Michael Morpurgo.
As part of the A2 Literature course
students have been studying War
Literature; the trip was therefore
organised in order to enrich their
study and give them another
perspective of war. Students found
the experience moving and
invigorating, capturing some of the
themes they have encountered so far
in their studies. The trip was
extremely successful and thought
provoking.
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Rich Cottell, a musician/songwriter has
been touring the UK to engage young
people on the message of e-safety and
cyber bullying through music.
Rich, working with The Prime Agency,
visited Ark William Parker to give a special
performance and deliver an important
message about safety and how to stay safe
online. He performed a number of songs in
order to motivate students. Students also
got to perform the chorus with him,
enjoying getting up on the stage and
performing in front of their peers.
Students learnt about different technology
apps and tools that they use day to day,
receiving the message that it is important
to ensure their own security through the
use of 'privacy settings' - as an Academy
this is a message we are keen to reiterate
to students.
Student Francis Petersen said “We learnt
about cyberbullying; I didn’t realise it
happened. The session was funny and
interesting and I now know that I should

not give out any personal information
online.”
Jeremy Copland said “I never knew about
CEOP. I would definitely use it if I found
myself in a difficult situation.” 
If student is concerned about cyber bullying
or bullying we have a confidential box in
the lower school and a facility on their
school home page called the Confide
button. These are routinely checked by
Heads of Year in order to counteract
students concerns.

Indie singer-songwriter gives a
lyrical lesson in e-safety

Sussex University Trip
Sussex University paid host to the
Year 12 Extended Project students
on Wednesday 27th January. In
addition to being advised how best
to use the 650,000 library books to
aid their projects, the students were
also provided with a library tour and
lunch.  
Although the weather, the rain was
torrential, ended the possibility of a
campus tour, spirits were not
dampened. Everyone came home
with ideas as to how to ensure
sources are reliable and also the
open invitation to use Sussex
University library facilities.

Students eagerly entered two competitions which were run in the Library
recently - a Book Review Competition and a Bookmark Competition.
Students were given the opportunity to fill in a book review when they
borrowed books from the library. Librarians Mrs Firth and Mrs Payne were
pleased with the high number of entrants and the excellent standard of the
reviews submitted. 
The reviews were judged and the winners announced: 
1st place - Paddy Hoey, Year 7 who won a book token, wrist band and pencil
2nd place - Ollie Hussey, Year 7 who won a wrist band and pencil
3rd place - Lewis Walker, Year 7 who won a wrist band and pencil
In the second competition, students showed off their talent when they 
had to design a bookmark. Numerous designs were entered and 
Sameer Parvez, also a Year 7 student, was presented with a wrist band 
and pencil for his winning design.

Library competitions 

Blood Brothers
On Thursday 21st January, Year 11
GCSE drama students from Ark William
Parker and Ark Helenswood went
together to see Blood Brothers at the
Congress Theatre in Eastbourne. 
This was a great partnership between
the two schools and an opportunity
to see a high quality touring
production of a modern classic. 
The multi-award winning musical tells
the story of twins who are
reintroduced under unconventional
circumstances after being separated
at birth and growing up in opposing
situations.
The show was a great introduction to
modern melodrama and many of the
students will be developing their own
interpretation of the script for
forthcoming performances. 
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Students at Ark 6th Form East Sussex were
given top league advice on preparing for
university and their future careers in a
session organised by Barclays Life Skills.

The students were taught on how to train
like top champions for the world of work by
representatives from the bank during an
intensive session on CV writing, interview
skills and professional presentation.

To help inspire them to go for the top,
students were able to pose for a photo
finish with the Barclays Premier League
Trophy.

Year 12 student, Danielle Ramsbottom,
said: “The session gave me a lot of
information on things that I hadn’t thought
of, like the importance of body language. I
want to go to university and become a
teacher, so it’s great to have those
presentation skills while I’m getting ready
to apply to university.”

William Hawkes, also in Year 12, said: “It
was really helpful to think about how to
have positive discussions, not just in the
workplace but also in class. We talked
about what makes a great leader and how
to talk persuasively.”

Created by Barclays and launched in 2013,
LifeSkills has more than 50 hours of free
curriculum linked employability resources,
including videos, quick fire activities,
interactive tools and full lesson plans to
teach young people.

The programme’s various interactive tools
give youngsters the option to learn in their
own time or in conjunction with their
parents or teachers through dedicated
sections online. 

LifeSkills also helps to improve access to
work experience opportunities,
traineeships and apprenticeships to give
them the key skills and experience through

businesses across the UK. 

Kirstie Mackey, head of LifeSkills, created
with Barclays commented: "We are
delighted to reward Ark 6th Form East
Sussex, one of our active LifeSkills
participants, with a visit from the iconic
Barclays Premier League Trophy. More than
1.5 million young people have participated
in our LifeSkills programme, and it is our
aim to reach many more in 2016. We’re
proud of the positive impact we have on
young people’s lives and are honoured to
be part of the journey which helps shape
their future.”

James Hamilton, Head of Ark 6th Form,
said: “Our vision at Ark 6th Form East
Sussex is to enable every student to achieve
a place at university or pursue a career of
their choice. In combination with the
rigorous academic curriculum at Ark 6th
Form East Sussex, sessions like those run by
Barclays Life Skills are a really invaluable
way for students to access the skills they
need to succeed.”

Applications for September 2016 entry to
Ark 6th Form East Sussex are now open; to
find out how Ark 6th Form East Sussex can
take you further, please visit
ark6thformeastsussex.org.

On the ball with Barclays
LifeSkills session

Hastings goalkeeper
stars in Sussex win
Ark 6th Form student, Dan Rose, a
Hastings United goalkeeper played a
starring role as Sussex reached the
semi-finals of a national competition.

Dan was one of the heroes as the
Sussex County FA under-18 team won
7-6 on penalties in an FA County
Youth Cup quarter-final against
Middlesex.

Dan pulled off two fine saves in the
shoot-out and the second of them -
from his opposite number in sudden
death - allowed team-mate Michael
Waller to score the winning penalty.

Dan had earlier made a key save in
either half of normal time at Culver
Road in Lancing as both normal and
extra-time failed to produce a goal.

Dan is a regular in the Hastings
United/Ark William Parker Academy
side which plays in the Football
Conference Youth Alliance League,
with matches on Wednesday
afternoons.

He also made his senior debut - and
performed admirably - in the 2-1 win
away to Whitstable Town on January
16, just five days after his 17th
birthday.

plus a little inspiration with the
Barclays Premier League Trophy!



Table Tennis 
1st place Parker 20 points
2nd place Saunders 15 points
3rd place Saxon 10 points
4th place Becket 5 points

Dodgeball - Year 7 - 8
1st place Saunders 20 points
2nd place Saxon 15 points
3rd place Parker 10 points
4th place Becket 5 points

Dodgeball - Year 9 - 11
1st place Saunders 20 points
1st place Saxon 20 points
1st place Parker 20 points
1st place Becket 20 points

House
Results

Overall House Summary

2nd place Parker 90 points

Aspire . Achieve . Succeed

Year 7s and 8s ‘rallied’ round the table
tennis tables for an outstanding after
school house battle.
There was a fantastic turnout and some
pretty amazing skills on show, particularly
from Mrs Matthews representing Saxon.

Mr Sully collapsed to his knees, having
completed one game! 
After a frantic sixty minutes of round robin,
covering twenty four games, the outcome
was thus; Parker 20 points, Saunders 15,
Saxon 10 and Becket 5. 

Ping pong! Table tennis calling!

Those of you that are familiar with the film
will know that there is a massive rivalry,
between Ben Stiller and Vince Vaughn, who
play owners of competing gyms.
They have nothing on the competitive

streak shown by Mrs Matthews during year
9/10 house dodgeball, awesome dude!
On a more sedate note, the students had a
fantastic time. Testosterone filled the air,
along with a few missiles, as battle ensued.

Dodgeball - A true underdog story!

1st place Saunders 100 points

2nd place Parker 90 points

3rd place Saxon 75 points

4th place Becket 65 points

Zak Stevens in Year 11 created this
amazing collage which is a close up
picture of fruit for his mock exam last
month. 
Zak used different coloured magazine
paper that he ripped into tiny pieces
in order to create the colours of the
fruit including the shadows and
highlights. Zak was extremely
dedicated in his approach, he ripped
up the paper at home and separated
it into bags which he brought into
the exam. He had his outlines for the
shapes drawn out on board and
glued into place each piece
accordingly. 
Teacher Mrs Matthews said “Zak
took this work as well as his
sketchbook to a college interview
and was told that he would be
accepted onto a level three course as
his work was very good,” she went
on to say, “Congratulations Zak, you
deserve it.” 

Artist of the Month - Zak Stevens, Year 11 
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Well we have finally got here. 
It’s the semi-final - only 4 candidates still in
the running for the cash prize of £200!
It’s raffle time.
The students were tasked with running a
raffle. They first had to buy a series of
items from a variety of shops in and around
Hastings town centre. The task was then to
raffle these items off. 

The raffle draw will soon be taking place
with the prizes due to be distributed over
the coming week to those lucky winners.
The boardroom meeting is set to take place
on the first day back after half term.
Someone will then be fired! This will leave 3
for the final task - I wonder what it will be?
Keep watching this space.

The UK Mathematics Trust invites students
from all over the UK to take part in a Senior
Challenge each year. The competition is
aimed at all 16-19 year olds studying
mathematics in England and Wales. The
initial challenge involves solving twenty five
problems in ninety minutes. 
Four students from Ark 6th Form took part
in the first round back in November 2015.
Jaikun, along with Ark William Parker’s
Russell Reid - who has received a
conditional offer to read Physics at Oxford -
received a Gold Certificate. However,
Jaikun’s score was so high that he was
invited personally, along with other top
performing students from around the
country, to take part in the second round -
the Senior Kangaroo. He performed
admirably again and was only a few marks
off from qualifying to represent the UK at
the International Mathematical Olympiads.
Jaikun, who plans to study Medicine at
university, said, “While I enjoy studying
Maths and Further Maths for A level, it was
exciting to be involved in a national
competition that required a different set of
mathematical skills and pushed me to the
very limits of my ability. The questions were
really challenging and the time was very
limited - so I was pleased to have got
through to the second round.”

Maths teacher Mr Smallman said, “Jaikun’s
performance puts him in the top one
percent of mathematic students in the UK;
it was a phenomenal achievement. I’d like
to add that Jaikun has inspired other
students too; our talented mathematicians
in Year 11 have just taken part in the
Intermediate Maths Challenge. We should
know how they’ve done next month. 
“Next year, I’ll be looking for Ark 6th Form
to be take part in the team competitions as
well as the individual events. So Jaikun has
been inspirational in this regard, setting a
true standard that may well take a few
years to beat.”

A phenomenal
mathematical
achievement

The Semi-Final

Only 4
remain!

A challenging time for
Villiers Park scholars
Both Year 12 and 13 Villiers Park
scholars attended residentials at the
centre in Foxton recently. For Year
12 the team challenge over the two
days was to create a new website
on the theme of Social Media - we
were very impressed with the
quality and creativity they
demonstrated, including ‘vox-pops’
they collected from the general
public on a visit into Cambridge.
The Scholars appreciated the
challenge of working outside their
comfort zone and in groups with
new friends.  
For Year 13 the focus was ‘Surviving
and thriving at university and
beyond’ and during the course they
worked on life skills and creative
ways to tackle issues such as
finances, health and relationships.
As it was the last residential for this
group, they were treated to a West
End performance of Billy Elliott
which was very well received.  
Year 13 student Tyler said “Villiers
Park changes your aspirations. The
programme has encouraged me to
think about what I really want to do
and provides me with a support
network.” 
Student Abbey commented, “The
programme has helped me to
decide which university to apply to
and helped me understand what to
look for in a university.”

Jo Counsell
Villiers Park Scholars 

Programme Manager

“...in the top one 
percent of mathematics 

students in the UK...”



Give your views on Parent View
Parent View gives you the chance to say what you think about
your son’s school. By sharing your views, you’ll be helping us to

improve. You will also be able to see what other parents have said about Ark
William Parker Academy. Visit https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk

www.arkwilliamparker.org
Ark William Parker Academy . Parkstone Road . Hastings . East Sussex . TN34 2NT . Tel. 01424 439888 . Fax. 01424 448292
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The Academy plays host to the
Barclays Premier League Trophy 


