
Mon 5th Jan Start of Term 3

Wed 7th Jan Year 9 Options Evening

Wed 14th Jan Parent Evening - Year 11

Wed 28th Jan Parent Evening - Year 12

Fri 6th Feb MUFTI Day

Thu 12th Feb End of Term 3

Fri 13th Feb INSET Day

Mon 23rd Feb Start of Term 4
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Dear Parent / Carer

I hope that you will enjoy reading about the many and varied
activities that have been going on within our academy
community since the last newsletter.

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate our
students for their high levels of committment; it is great
seeing so many of them participate in so many activities.

My thanks to the staff who make all these events happen.

I would like to wish all of you a peaceful and enjoyable Christmas and a very happy
new year.

Yours sincerely, 
Mark Phillips, Principal

Welcome

Year 11 football team
win area league
The Year 11 football team reached
the District Cup semi-final by beating
Claverham 5-1. Goals were scored by
Brad Mepham (2), Charlie Ball (1),
Curtis Beal (1) and an own goal.
Congratulations to the team and
good luck in the semi-finals.

On Monday 15th December,
students and staff enjoyed a
delicious Christmas lunch in
the main hall. They were
very amused to be served
by members of the Senior
Leadership Team who were
appropriately dressed for
the occasion. Crackers,
holly, Christmas hats and
festive music ensured a
good time was had by all.

A festive
lunch with
all the
trimmingsTheatre visit to Pitcairn

In November, the sixth form went to
the Devonshire Park to see ‘Pitcairn’
which gave a fictionalised account of
what happened, on the island of that
name, after the mutiny on the
Bounty. Though a savage tale, the
music and dancing added celebration
to the evening, before the tensions
of living hand to mouth on the island
overwhelmed the characters. More
theatre trips are planned for next
year.



House Table Tennis
1st place Parker 80 points
2nd place Saunders 65 points
3rd place Saxon 60 points
4th place Becket 55 points

House Basketball
1st place Parker 60 points
1st place Becket 60 points
3rd place Saxon 55 points
4th place Saunders 35 points

Freestyle Gym
1st place Parker 30 points
1st place Saunders 30 points
3rd place Becket 25 points
4th place Saxon 15 points

House
Results

1st place Parker 640 points

Overall House Summary
1st place Parker 640 points

2nd place Saunders 620 points

3rd place Saxon 580 points

4th place Becket 540 points

Students have had fun and shown great
enthusiasm when participating in House
events this term. The house system was 
re-launched at the beginning of September
with its original four houses: Becket, Saxon,
Parker and Saunders. The intention of the
house system is to bring all age groups
together, through competition and
participation, to achieve a common goal. 
Every house member has an opportunity to
earn points, as there are many different
house activities, from football and freestyle
gym to the house quiz and Xbox
competition. Students demonstrated a real
sense of involvement and allegiance to their
house teams, getting excited about the next
opportunity to get to the top of the house
league. They continue to enjoy house
assemblies and are eager to sign up to the
next event.
Many thanks to all staff who have
participated and supported the boys,
especially Mr Lyons who has been at every
event; the boys get a real buzz from

showing spectators what they can do.
Staff at the Christmas quiz commented, “It
was lovely to be on the team with the boys
instead of supporting from the side-lines -
although that’s fun too!” and “I thoroughly
enjoyed this afternoon; it was very well
organised and I know that the students
enjoyed themselves as well - and the lovely
prizes, of course!”

House events - a great time for all

Indoor Football
1st place Becket 75 points
2nd place Saunders 70 points
3rd place Parker 60 points
4th place Saxon 55 points

Christmas 
Quiz

1st Place Saunders 20 points
2nd Place Parker 15 points
3rd Place Saxon 10 points
4th Place Becket 5 points
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Older students run
Buzz sessions
Students from Years 9, 10 and 11
ran anti-bullying ‘Buzz’ sessions for
their fellow ARK William Parker
students. These students, in their
roles as ‘Heroes’ led workshops,
showed films and talked to students
about bullying and how it can be
prevented. They offered advice on
who boys can talk to, should they
have any concerns. The Heroes have
received training from Humanutopia
so they can help other students
who may need support.

Year 8 football team
played their best yet
The Year 8 football team have had
an indifferent season, so far. They
were knocked out of the county
cup, losing heavily to Oakmeeds
School from Burgess Hill. However,
in the local league, the team have
secured progress to the semi-finals
of the Hastings and Rother football
competition; they beat St Leonards
3-2 and then played their best
football yet by beating Bexhill 3-1.
They now advance to the semi-final
where they will play a team from
the Eastbourne area.
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Year 10 student, Jak Rowe, is celebrating
after getting through to the Regional
Finals of the FutureChef competition. Jak
won his school heat and then went on to
win the East Sussex stage at Sussex Coast
College on Tuesday, 9th December.  
Springboard’s FutureChef introduces
young people to cooking, helping them
develop their skills. The competition
provides direct work experience in the
industry and expert advice on the career
options and entry routes available. All of
this is done through the intervention of
local Industry professionals. It provides young people with
a wonderful insight into what it’s like to be a chef and the
related career opportunities available to them.
Jak cooked a smoked haddock niçoise salad followed by a
chocolate and raspberry roulade. 
Jak will go on to compete at the South East FutureChef
Regional Final, which will be held in Bromley, in February.
He will be mentored by Andrew Wilson, chef lecturer at
Sussex Coast College, who will help Jak with his menu
planning, budgeting, food preparation, cooking and
presentation through to the next round of the programme. 
Mrs Jenny O’Connor, Design Technology teacher, said 
“Jak has done exceptionally well to get through to the
regional finals. I hope he enjoys the experience and I would
like to wish him all the best in the next round."

Chef of the
future

Students from ARK William Parker Academy
represented the school at the Hastings and
Rother Cross Country competition. The
races were split into different year groups,
with the first four runners being counted
for the team award. 
In the Year 8 race, Toby Salmon produced an

excellent run to finish second behind one of
the best runners in Sussex. Dylan Bolton
finished 3rd with Noah Adams and Kian
Moynes making up the team who eventually
finished first. In the Year 9 race, Ryan
Morrisey finished 2nd, with Harry Burton
4th and Ben Morely 15th. In the Year 10

race William Badrock,
Bailey Cheshire and Harry
Martin competed well in
tough conditions. 
The athletes will now look
forward to representing
the school in the Sussex
Championships in January.

District Cross Country success

Fifteen Year 9 students went to the
University of Brighton for a Sport and
Nutrition Day as part of the Compact Plus
programme.
Students attended a workshop, learning
about nutrition and how it affects the body.
They participated in a range of activities,
which included looking at food products,
identitfying the ingredients, and through
discussion, finding out what was good or bad
for the body, and why.

Students cooked a four course nutritious
meal, for 24 people, and had to explain the
nutritional benefits of the dish for the body.
The students and staff thoroughly enjoyed
eating the evidence!
The day ended with the students attending a
sport science lecture with Year 2
undergraduate students at the university.
The boys thought the whole day was
absolutely fantastic and are eager to take
part in future activities in this programme.

Learning about nutrition at
the University of Brighton

Eggtooth 
Project
What is Eggtooth?
It is a really helpful
course to help teenagers understand
that there are a lot of things you
can, and cannot, do around others
and to not waste your potential. The
people that work there are very
helpful and have really good skills.
They also share their stories with us.

Arthur, Year 9 



Made in Dagenham 
This week, as part of the Sociology 
A Level, a group of Year 12 students
visited the West End adaptation of the
British film “Made in Dagenham”. This
trip was invaluable in consolidating
our knowledge of “Families and
Households in the UK”. The musical
explores the 1968 Ford sewing
machinists’ strike as they fought for
equal pay with men. From our front
row seats, we saw the struggle these
women went through, with both their
own families and the pressures of a
society that had previously not
accepted women as equals. Following
our recent classes on the role of
women in the modern family, the
ability to compare the current
attitudes towards women with a more
traditional view from the past
enhanced our understanding of the
topic and allowed us to experience,
first hand, what the lives of women
would have been like at the time. 

The trip to “Made in Dagenham” was
one that truly allowed us to
appreciate the struggles women faced
in the past, and gave us a clear
visualisation of exactly what we have
studied so far in Sociology. 

Dan Quinnell, sixth form student

Year 9 football team
reach semi-finals 
The Year 9 football team have had a
very successful start to the year,
winning all their league games rather
convincingly. They now move on to
the semi-finals of the District Cup
against the Eastbourne based schools.
The whole team has played some very
good footbal,  passing the ball with
fluency and confidence, resulting in
some very impressive goals being
scored. Hopefully, this free flowing
football will continue after Christmas!
Well done to all the boys involved.
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ARK William Parker Year 10 football team
have had a successful start to the season;
they have won all their ‘A’ league district
matches against Bexhill High, St Leonards
Academy and Claverham, which has seen
them progress into the semi-finals.
The boys had a good campaign in the
English Schools National Cup where they
made it through to the 4th round, before
being defeated on penalties by the team
from Cardinal Newman. In previous rounds
AWPA defeated Tunbridge Wells Grammar

School and Bedes School. 
The team are still in the Sussex County
Cup; having defeated Shoreham Academy,
they now face St Pauls Catholic College for
a place in the quarter final. 
Team; Tyler Smith, Tom Climpson, Tom
Benford, Dan Ryan, Sam Astell, Sonny
Dullaway, Lewis Neech, Lewis Palmer, Luke
Quinnell, Adam Gerkin Alfie Finch, Ben
Tudor, Cameron Harding, Zak Boutwood,
Harry Martin and Harry Hale. 

A successful start to the season

On Friday, 14 November, ARK William
Parker Academy had a Mufti day to raise
funds for Children in Need. The student
leadership group rose to the challenge and
decided to organise a number of events.
During break and lunch time students took
part in a competition to guess the number
of balloons in the Mini which was kindly
supplied by a member of staff.  Students
even used their Maths skills to find the
answer by working out the volume of the
car and the volume of a balloon.
In another event twenty staff volunteered
snippets of information about themselves.
Students had to guess who the teacher was,
and to add to the challenge they also had to
use a little geography and locate the
numbered Pudsey sticker as well. Some of
the facts included which male teacher is
qualified as a masseur, which teacher was in
a boy band and which member of staff has
completed the highest bungee jump in the

world. The students may have found out a
little bit more about the staff that they did
not know before.
A "Name the Pudsey" competition was held
in the library; the winner will win the
Pudsey bear.
Ms Iglinski, PSHEE and Church Schools
Coordinator, said, "Well done to the
student leadership group for rising to the
challenge of
making the day
more than just
non-uniform. 
Oh, and finally, 
well done to 
Mr Toye whose
mufti was to
come dressed as
an ARK William
Parker boy!"

Miss, why
are there
balloons in
your car?
It’s for
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In November, ARK William
Parker Academy held two
assemblies with a focus on
Remembrance Day. In the
assemblies, Year 9 students
reflected upon their visit to
Ypres in October as part of
their History studies. Students
from Year 7 performed the
popular WW1 song ‘It’s a long
way to Tipperary’.
Mr Gareth Bendon, school
governor, explained some of the
history of three brothers - The
McCormick brothers - from one
family, who had attended William
Parker as boys and subsequently lost their
lives in WW1.
On Tuesday, 11 November, the school held a
Remembrance service with guests from the
William Parker Trust, veterans, former staff
and governors of the school in attendance.
The Service comprised of a short
explanation of the McCormick brothers’
history and a reading from “Binyon” by Mr
Phillips the Principal. Reverend Peter Michel
led the services at the two sites of
commemoration which the school has for
its boys who were lost in the two world
wars. Representatives from the cadets were
also present; these boys thought it was, and

is, increasingly important to have such
events. “I feel we need to remember past
students who lost their lives for peace.”
Students also laid poppy crosses in the
academy Peace Garden.

Time to 
remember...

A week of dance and
drama with the Hofesh
Shechter Company 
Students from ARK William Parker
and Helenswood Academies have
been attending dance and drama
workshops with the world renowned
Hofesh Shechter Company. 
On 1st December, our Year 10 drama
group went to Helenswood to join
with their Year 10 drama group for a
stage and lighting workshop led by
the Hofesh Shechter Company. The
two hour workshop started with a
technical demonstration of the
different types of stage lights and how
to operate them, followed by a talk
about the role of the stage manager
and how other back stage workers
complement each other within their
own specific roles. The second half
had students working together on
personal movement and developing
and creating their own vignettes to
show to the rest of the group.  This is
the first in a programme of Drama
collaborations between the two
schools and the company.
Students had the valuable experience
of performing alongside professional
dancers and musicians, bringing their
own composition and choreography
to the adapted performance of
“Political Mother”.  
Philip Hulford from the Hofesh
Shechter Company,  said “It is such a
pleasure to be given extended time
to work with the students; to invest
in dancers and see them grow; it was
an inspiration to all of us.”

Drama Club
The Year 7, 8 and 9 drama club is up
and running in the Lower Drama
Studio on Tuesdays, after school, until
4pm. This term, we have been
developing how to work together as
an ensemble; how to enter and exit
the stage; how to keep audience focus,
while creating our own characters
and stories, in a variety of situations.
Next term, we will be rehearsing for
the Hastings Music festival.  It’s great
fun and more members are welcome.
If you are interested, please see Mr
Cola or Mrs Leech.

On Friday, 5th December, we arrived at
Hastings station when the morning light had
barely broken through. A discussion ensued
about the contents of everyone’s packed
lunch: Jiakun -  overkill on crisps; Dan –
nothing;  and Russell living in hope of an
assignation with Burger King en route.
After an uneventful journey to London, and a
plea from Mrs Hacon for anyone who could
read the map more effectively than her, we
arrived at UCL. We were greeted,
immediately, by a Student Ambassador, who
took us through the corridors of what
appeared to be a Victorian Asylum; we
subsequently established that that was what
it had, indeed, started off as being, eventually
arriving at a lecture theatre where the other
Ark School students were already seated.
The UCL representative gave us valuable
information regarding the UCAS process and
UCL’s admissions requirements; this was
followed by a tour of the campus. After being
told that the site had been used for the films
“Inception” and “Dark Knight Rises”, our
interest was high. Russell truly believed that
Leonardo DiCaprio was possibly around the
next corner, but the only photographic
opportunity was with a mummified Jeremy
Bentham, who helped establish University
College London, endorsing his principles of

utilitarianism.
After lunch,
there followed a
lecture on
Critical Thinking
and then the
various Ark Sixth
Forms were
dispatched to
unravel the
question ‘Is
London a Good
Place to Live?’.  ARK 6th Form East Sussex
were the penultimate participants and our
three protagonists went to the front of the
room, ready to deliver. The other
presentations had been good, but ARK 6th
Form East Sussex, with their flow diagram
that meant everything came back to
Hastings, ‘rocked’ and received a noisy and
appreciative applause, with the next group
declaring, ‘How are we supposed to follow
that?’ The UCL representative agreed and
announced that our students had fulfilled the
brief exceptionally well.
We left UCL, and with Mrs Hacon, again,
reluctantly in charge of the map, meandered
to the nearest Burger King where a crown
was acquired and deposited on Russell’s
head: his ambition had been fulfilled!

Critical thinking at UCL Campus 



ARK 6th Form’s packed Open Evening on Thursday,
13th November certainly opened the minds of
students and parents alike. 
The evening started with addresses by Mark Phillips
and Lucy Monk, the Principals of ARK William
Parker and Helenswood Academies respectively.
Then, the sixth formers took charge, delivering
engaging and informative speeches; Daniel Quinnell
and Georgia Burgess, explained to the Year 11
audience how much they were enjoying their work
and social lives at ARK 6th Form. The huge benefits
that are afforded to the ARK 6th Form students,
due to the exhaustive support from the Ark
Network, were highlighted.  Georgia relayed her
recent emotional but invaluable experience of
visiting Auschwitz and Daniel reported on the
range of potential work experience placements
with large city organisations such as Morgan Stanley
and Google that the Ark network provides.
Year 11 students and their parents were then able
to sample the courses that will be on offer for
2015, as well as seeing the range of enrichment
activities available from next year. Present sixth
formers spoke to visitors, eloquently and
passionately, about their commitment to their
chosen courses and teachers provided information
about the new linear examinations, as well as advice
concerning possible course combinations. There
was also the opportunity to sample continental
food in Languages; try screen printing in Art; play
musical instruments; take part in hair raising
experiences and socialise with a skeletal character
in the Science department!
At the end of the evening, students were “buzzing”
with excitement about how ARK 6th Form could
help them realise their future ambitions.

Visitors receive a
warm welcome
from sixth form staff
and students 
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Year 7 made the short journey up
Parkstone Road to St Peter & 
St Pauls Church for a carol service
on Tuesday, 16th December.  The
Rev'd Luke Dean, minister-in-charge
of the parish of St Johns, shared in
the service conducted by the Rev'd
Peter Michell, School Chaplain.
There were some particularly well
read passages from the Bible by
Year 7 students.  Apart from traditional
carols, the boys sang popular modern
Christmas songs. In a brief address the

Chaplain referred to the Christmas truce of
1914 and the core message of Christmas of
'peace on earth, goodwill toward men'.

www.arkwilliamparkeracademy.org
ARK William Parker Academy . Parkstone Road . Hastings . East Sussex . TN34 2NT . Tel. 01424 439888 . Fax. 01424 448292
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Artist of the month. Jack Hoad, Year 9  
Year 9 students were asked to design an item of 
clothing that had to
be a fusion of styles. 
Jack used a double
breasted coat as a
base for his aboriginal
pattern. The coat is
well balanced in terms
of shape, pattern and
appropriate colouring.
Jack took it upon
himself to use his
own computer
software to create
this very professional
looking design. 
Well done!

October got off to a busy start with the
academy’s first ever Apprentice-style
business competition. With a top prize of
£100 a staggering 149 students, across all
year groups, applied to be one of the 20
candidates. Prospective candidates had to
give a 60 second video presentation on why
they would be the best candidate. The three
Judges whittled the numbers down to the
final 20. The criteria used were - good
presentation, humour, cheeky nature and an
ability to look the cameraman straight in
the eye and utter those immortal words -
“ditch the rest and go for the best - yes,
that’s right it’s me!”
As is the case with the TV programme,
“The Apprentice”, the groups got the
chance to pick not only their team names -
Alpha and Phoenix were the ones that

came out
tops - but
they also got to choose their team captain
for Challenge 1. 
The first challenge was based around
setting up and running a tuck shop on the
school grounds. Competition was fierce as
the groups competed for customers, but
there was a clear winner - it was Team
Alpha. They somehow managed to get
sponsorship from 2 local companies which
meant their stock costs were significantly
reduced; very enterprising indeed. Needless
to say, someone got fired from team
Alpha…..long dramatic pause……. it was
the team leader.
Challenge 2 starts any day now; see our
next newsletter to see how the candidates
got on.

Give your 
views on Parent View
Parent View gives you the
chance to say what you think
about your son’s school. By
sharing your views, you’ll be
helping us to improve. You will
also be able to see what other
parents have said about ARK
William Parker Academy.  Visit
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk

A fine performance by
our musicians
On 11th November, eight brave
musicians from ARK William Parker
Academy took to the stage of the
Winter Garden, Eastbourne to
perform a mesmerising rendition of
Buddy Rich’s ‘The Beat Goes On’.
Josh Graham kept a solid and jazzy
rhythm, whilst Laurence Pettit and
Alex Smith added a dose of funk. Tim
Broad’s intoxicating Clarinet
developed every phase, and Tom
Holloway’s brooding vocals got the
crowd cheering for more. Jason Biss
and Alex Pine delivered that extra
‘wow’ with two individual and unique
solo parts that topped off a very fine
performance from all. The song was
performed to an audience of parents
and musicians from all over East
Sussex and the students were taken
aback by some of the wonderful
music being produced by schools
from all over the county. A very big
well done to everyone who took
part, and we look forward to taking
part, again, next year.

You’re fired!

Christmas
Carol Service

Effective 
homework 
monitoring for parents!
We are excited to launch Show My
Homework to parents, an online tool
that shows all of your son’s
homework and deadlines. We hope
that this service will provide parents
with an insight into how much and
what type of homework your son
receives. More importantly, we hope
that it will improve your child’s
organisation, time-management, and
help them to keep on top of their
workload. 
Coming soon…January 2015!


